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In this interview, Augustina Klimienė, born in 1920 and a resident of Ariogala and Krakės, 
primarily discusses the 1941 rounding-up and marching of Krakės Jews out of the city, and 
hearing the shoots that ensued. She mentions that the Jews’ belongings were sold after the 
shooting. She also talks in great detail about German planes that frequently flew overhead to 
bomb Siauliai, focusing on an incident in which German planes bombed a train, near where she 
was living, that had been carrying Jewish passengers and describes the corpses that were strewn 
about. She recounts an episode in which she found a two-year old Jewish child in the field and 
brought him to a friend’s house. She discusses how her family hid a Jew in their home and their 
fear of being caught, mentioning German raids of houses and “white-striper” patrols of the town. 
She also expresses her fear of being raped by German soldiers and tactics she would take to 
avoid such confrontations. Lastly, she mentions performing forced labor for the Germans of 
building an airport and bringing firewood from the forest.  
 
 
[01:] 01:00:00 – [01:] 09:58:04 
 
She says she was born in 1920, in Ariogala; talks about how she lived half of her life in Ariogala 
and half of it near Krakės; explains that she spent most of her youth in Krakės because her uncle 
told her to leave Ariogala once it was known that the Germans were going to shoot all of the 
Jews; explains that she was living with her uncle because she did not have a house, and that 
when she was in Krakės she worked as a servant for various families; explains that the majority 
of Ariogala’s (and Krakė’s) population was Jewish; talks about the Jews she was acquainted 
with: one named Arūnaitis, one nicknamed “Gold Tooth,” and a photographer who took her 
picture; talks about what happened when the Germans first invaded, that everything was calm 
until people started saying that the Jews would be shot, then the Jews were forced to work and 
then she witnessed how they were taken away in wagons and heard machine gun shots; specifies 
that this occurred in Krakės; explains that in 1941, she watched the Jews of Krakės being 
rounded up from 100 meters distance; explains there were many Jews, some may have been from 
Gudziunai or Kedainiai; describes the formations in which they marched and where the guards in 
German uniforms stood with weapons; explains that at the end of the formed columns were four 
trucks in which the elderly, sick and children were being driven; remembers the name 
“Plekavičiukai,”  who were Lithuanians that joined the German guard.  
 
[01:] 09:58:05 – [01:] 14:06:11 
 
She specifies that all of the guards spoke German; describes how all of the onlookers remained 
hidden from fear that they would also be ordered to join the columns of Jews; recounts hiding a 
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Jew named Maušas [Mošas] and her fear that a neighbor might notice and tell the authorities; 
mentions that even more German planes swarmed the area after the Germans bombed a train 
carrying Jews; approximates that the rounding-up and shooting of the Jews occurred mid-day 
and that she heard the shooting an hour after the columns began marching; describes the scene of 
the shooting based on hearsay from witnesses; specifies that she did not see the trucks return 
after the shooting; discusses what became of the Jews’ belongings: all was brought to the 
synagogue, but from there, she does not know who took what; recalls that her master saw the 
“Plechavičiukai” driving belongings to the synagogue in their cars, and when he decided to go 
into Krakės to get bed sheets, the “Plechavičiukai” kept him there overnight and tortured him to 
the point that he would not talk about it once he returned. [This is questionable because the 
“Plechavičiukai” were from 1944, whereas the shootings took place in 1941.] 
 
[01:] 14:06:12 – [01:] 20:20:17 
 
Klimienė gives a very long, vivid, and detailed account of the bombing of a freight train, was 
supposedly carrying Jews, by German airplanes; describes how close to the train tracks she lived, 
how her family was eating dinner when they heard planes overhead [imitating the sound of 
planes and the sound of bombs falling]; describes how her family heard about five bombs and 
many cries, and then hid under the table and she covered her head with her soup bowl 
[demonstrating how she hid]; explains she saw the train that morning, and many corpses strewn 
about, recalls that not a single Jew survived; recounts how at dawn, she and her brother Feliksas 
snuck out to the house of a friend named Ramanauskiūtė so as not to be summoned to collect 
the Jewish corpses, and how while running through the fields, they found a two-year-old boy 
crying and holding his shoe [holds her own shoe to demonstrate how he was crying]; describes 
how she decided to take the child under her wide coat and bring him to Ramanauskiūte, who 
washed and fed the child; remembers how Ramanauskiūte brought her elderly neighbor over to 
her house to show her the child, and she agreed to hide him, making up the story that her 
daughter brought them their grandson to raise for a while; wonders about the fate of the child, 
whether he survived or not; admits not remembering the last name of the woman who took and 
hid the child; explains that she knew the little boy was Jewish because of his dark features. 
 
[01:] 20:20:18 – [01:] 27:09:12 
 
She talks about the Jewish man whom she hid, named Maušas, focusing on how they kept him 
under the hearth and dressed him up as a girl so that he would not be recognized; recounts how 
after the bombing of the train things quieted down, and the hidden Jew decided to try going East 
to join up with Russian soldiers; remembers how she went on the look-out for Germans at the 
train station and gave him the all-clear, and he then walked into the forest [waves her hands as 
though beckoning him to go ahead]; wonders about his fate; talks about how Maušas lived and 
worked in the neighborhood not far from them; and that when he heard Jews were being shot, he 
went to Čiakiškės to see if he could find his sister, but did not, and upon returning found his 
whole family gone, so he sought asylum with Klimienė since they were neighbors; explains that 
they kept  him for about a week; explains that Germans would often come and raid houses in 
search of hidden Jews; mentions that some of her neighbors would have denounced them if they 
knew they were hiding a Jew; talks about witnessing “white-stripers” patrolling the town; 
mentions she was afraid to go anywhere because she had heard how cruelly the Germans raped 
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women, and that when she had to go out, she would deliberately dress poorly and look dirty; 
describes how the Germans not only raped women, but made their dogs rape the women as well.  
 
[01:] 27:09:13 – [01:] 37:29:04 
 
She describes the cries she heard when the Jews were marched down the road toward the 
shooting place; talks about the train that was bombed, and how it was carrying cloth and sewing 
machines, and how one neighbor who raided the bombed train for this material later found his 
house on fire with all of the valuables burned; talks about how she refused to raid cloth from the 
train, even though she was poor and could have used the material; describes sitting in the wheat 
fields while Germans were shooting and bombing in the area; expressively recounts how, while 
she was milking cows, an airplane dived very low and she tumbled into a nearby ditch; expresses 
her disgust at people who are nowadays leaving to work in Germany; mentions that Russian 
Čarkėsai were very brutal, but that German soldiers were more rowdy and violent than the 
Russians; talks about how Germans forced farmers and their servants to work on building the 
airport in Kedainiai; describes how she worked for the strict Germans at the airport, and in the 
forest where they had to bring back firewood; describes observing the insignia on the German 
airplanes as they flew close to the ground and how they would frequently bomb Šiauliai; talks 
about how she would spend the night in the summer kitchen rather than the house so that if the 
train station was bombed, she would not be hit; specifies that she found the little Jewish boy in a 
ditch near the train tracks amongst dead bodies; wonders where the corpses were put once 
collected; describes how the neighbors treated the child well until he fell asleep and was then 
taken by the elderly couple who agreed to pretend he was their grandchild; talks about how she 
does not know about the fate of the child because once the war ended she returned to Ariogala 
and never heard of him again; comments how she has not returned to that area around Krakės, 
because she does not want to remember the terror associated with it.  
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