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In this interview, Vytautas Kenstavičius, born in 1930, a resident of Virgainiai village, Viduklė 
town (near Raseiniai, central Lithuania) discusses the persecution and murder of Jews in 
Viduklė. He describes how Jewish males were rounded up, starved, beaten, and forced to 
perform futile labor near the railroad station in Viduklė. Kenstavičius testifies that he witnessed 
the massacre of Jewish males at a site where they had been forced to dig a mass grave. He 
reveals that after the war, in 1947 or 1948, a warehouse was constructed on top of the mass 
grave. In this interview, he also discusses local collaboration and participation in crimes against 
Jews, provides hearsay testimony about two perpetrators, and briefly talks about looted Jewish 
property.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:30:10 – [01:] 05:42:07 
00:00 – 05:56 
 
He introduces himself as Vytautas Kenstavičius, born in 1930 in Virgainiai village, Viduklė 
town (near Raseiniai, central Lithuania); explains that he lived near the Viduklė railway station 
and that Jews did not live in this area except for one Jewish businessman; describes how at the 
start of the war, as an 11 year old boy, he witnessed the persecution of Jews; says specifically 
that Jews were rounded up into the aforementioned Jewish businessman’s home and made to 
perform meaningless labor as a form of torture; describes the work performed; says that the Jews 
were not given food to eat; reports that the victims were Jewish men from Nemakščiai and 
Viduklė and that he does not know the number of Jews rounded up; says the men were forced to 
work and to bathe in a muddy pit and that he saw Jews being beaten; explains that the men who 
tortured the Jews were white stripers, “baltaraiščiai,” and that they were armed and dressed in 
civilian clothes rather than in uniform; estimates that there were 15–20 white stripers in Viduklė, 
but states that he is not certain.  
 
[01:] 05:42:08 – [01:] 10:11:21 
05:57 – 10:37 
 
He describes the work of the Jews as repetitive and torturous; says that he does know the time 
frame of the work but guesses it went on for about a month; admits that he does not know how 
the Jews were fed; recounts that as he walked by, he wanted to give some water to the Jews but 
that the “white stripers” did not allow it; says they yelled at him and chased him away; explains 
that his family lived near the railway station; adds that the torture of the Jews occurred about 
100-300 meters away from his home and that he was able to see everything; comments that the 
Jews did not put up any resistance to the torture and that they were beaten with sticks by the 
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“white stripers;” says that he heard the “white stripers” issuing commands in Lithuanian and that 
they were locals from Viduklė; asserts that he did not see any Germans present; briefly discusses 
the “white stripers” and mentions two men: Stenelis, who was a repatriated German, and 
Naruševičius, who joined the anti-Soviet partisan movement after the war and perished in the 
forests.  
 
[01:] 10:11:22 – [01:] 15:21:00 
10:38 – 15:59 
 
He explains that local residents were not able to help the Jews or give them food because the 
“white stripers” stood guard and did not let anyone approach; says that the “white stripers” were 
constantly intoxicated and that the house in which the Jews were held was not fenced; talks about 
the massacre of the Jews which occurred on a day when his parents were away from home and 
he had taken a horse to transport potatoes; says he witnessed four “white stripers” take 8-10 
young Jewish men to dig a pit; says that a “white striper” noticed him and drove him away 
saying that they might shoot him if the Jews tried to escape; explains that a group of Jews was 
brought to the grave, made to sit, and then killed; says that the massacre occurred around noon 
and that he witnessed it from about 300 meters away; explains that the land on which the 
murders were committed belonged to a farmer named Čeplauskas; when asked by the 
interviewer how many murderers were present, he estimates that there were 10-15 men at the 
massacre site; recalls how two young Jewish men attempted to flee the massacre site, but were 
chased down, caught, beaten, and then killed. 
 
[01:] 15:21:01 – [01:] 19:38:21 
16:00 – 20:28 
 
He continues to describe the massacre saying that the “white stripers” led and killed the victims; 
adds that that during the massacre two Germans on motorcycles came by to observe and to take 
photographs; admits that he does not know exactly how long the massacre went on but estimates 
that the killings occurred for about an hour or more; reports that the Jews were seated in a large 
group and then taken in smaller groups to the pit and then shot; when the interviewer asks him if 
the victims were undressed, he does not answer clearly but mentions that he heard the victims’ 
clothes were looted and gold teeth taken from the corpses; adds that he went to the massacre site 
after the murder; states that bleach had been poured on the grave and that it had been covered; 
explains that there was one grave at the massacre site and that it was 16 meters long and about 2 
meters wide.  
 
[01:] 19:38:22 – [01:] 25:11:07 
20:29 – 26:14 
 
He continues his description of the pit saying that it was dug at a sloping angle and that the Jews 
would climb down the edge into the pit and then were shot; explains that in 1947 or in 1948 there 
was a warehouse constructed on top of the grave; adds that he worked on the construction of the 
warehouse and that they found skulls, bones, and hair; when asked if the grave is marked in any 
way, he responds that during the Soviet period there was a plaque on the building that stated the 
following: (X number) of Soviet citizens were murdered in this location; mentions that he is not 
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aware if the massacre site is currently marked or if there is any memorial; when asked about his 
feelings and reactions to the murders, he explains that his father was a Lithuanian nationalist and 
that he was raised to respect people; discusses the violence of the persecution and murders; 
acknowledges the participation of local Lithuanians in the murder of innocent people; expresses 
hatred toward the “white stripers;” alleges that the killers murdered Jews in order to loot their 
wealth and possessions. 
 
[01:] 25:11:08 – [01:] 31:20:04 
26:15 – 32:39 
 
He talks about a “white striper” named Terečka; states that he [Kenstavičius] was told that 
Terečka participated in the murder of Jews and that after the massacres, he walked around 
wearing a coat that belonged to a Jewish victim; adds that after the war, Terečka was killed in 
Molavėnai; says that a man approached Terečka to kill him, he hurriedly attempted to take off 
the coat; says that Terečka was shot by a civilian who had been a “red partisan” (Soviet 
partisan) during the German occupation and that he was probably a local Russian; says that he 
knew the Soviet partisan’s name but does not remember it now; states that he heard that Terečka 
was extremely violent; [pause] describes an incident that occurred after the war in which he 
[Kenstavičius] was driving in a car with another man to Tauragė, when they drove past the 
killing site of the Nemakščiai Jews and the man revealed that he had participated in the murders; 
relates the man’s story as follows: he lived in Kaunas and belonged to an organization, owned a 
car and was commandeered to Raseiniai with his vehicle; says the man was was forced to 
transport Jewish women and children to the massacre site and that the murderers were very 
violent; recounts that one of the cars in the convoy of victims got stuck in some sand and the 
killers jumped out and began beating the children against the side of the car to kill them; says 
that when the man condemned the behavior of the killers, they pointed a gun at him and told him 
to stay away; says the man recalled that the Jewish women resisted by crying, screaming, and 
refusing to get out of the car; states that the victims were severely beaten; reports that the man 
said he was unable to sleep for a month after the massacres.  
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