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In this interview, Vincas Akstinas, born in 1916, in a village near Betygala (Raseiniai region, 
central Lithuania), discusses the persecution and murder of Jews in Betygala and Ariogala. He 
talks at length about prewar relations with Jews, especially his friendship with two Jewish men. 
Akstinas provides witness testimony about the mass murder of Jews in Ariogala. This testimony 
includes several details, but also lacks significant information, particularly about the perpetrators. 
The looting and sale of Jewish property is discussed during the interview and Akstinas reveals 
that the clergy in Ariogala actively participated in the distribution of looted Jewish property. He 
also describes his role in the rescue and hiding of two Jewish siblings who survived the 
Holocaust.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape1 
 
 
[01:] 00:34:17 – [01:] 05:49:22 
00:00 – 05:59 
 
He introduces himself as Vincas Akstinas, born near Betygala (Raseiniai region, central 
Lithuania); explains that there were many Jews living in Betygala before World War II and that 
he was acquainted with several of them; mentions the Vinikas [Vinekas] family; explains that at 
the start of the war, the Jews were rounded up into a ghetto which was established in Antupyčiai; 
says that he did not witness the massacre of the Jews in Betygala but that he heard that they were 
murdered at a farm near Betygala; says that that although he does not know the exact date and 
time of the massacre, he found out about the murder of the Jews through hearsay; explains that 
the Vinikas family moved to Kaunas and then returned to Betygala; adds that three of the family 
members survived the Holocaust; further clarifies that the father died after the war, and the wife 
and other family members escaped to America and Israel  
 
[01:] 05:49:23 – [01:] 09:25:04 
06:00 – 09:43 
 
He admits that he did not see the massacre of Jews in Betygala; reveals that he did witness, from 
a distance of about a kilometer, the massacre of Jews in Ariogala; explains that he was working 
in Ariogala at the time and that there was a large group of victims brought to the massacre site; 
states that he was able to see the murders and hear the gunshots from this distance because he 
and several other onlookers were standing on a small hill on the shore of the Dubysa river; says 
that the onlookers were not allowed to go near the massacre site; talks briefly about the sounds 
and says that he heard automatic weapon fire; adds that he does not remember if he heard 
people’s voices; describes witnessing how a few Jews who fled the massacre site were chased 
down and caught by gravediggers who then hit them over the head with shovels; says that he 
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does not know what happened to those victims because he did not watch the massacre to the very 
end; briefly describes the location and environment of the massacre site.  
 
[01:] 09:25:05 – [01:] 15:36:03 
09:44 – 16:10 
 
The interviewer asks him about the grave and he says that the pit was large; states that the Jews 
were lined up at the edge of the pit but that he is not sure whether all of the victims were lined up 
at the edge at once; says that the shooters stood behind the victims; admits that he does not know 
the number of killers at the massacre site; explains that the group of victims was comprised of 
men, women, and children and that they were dressed in darker clothing; states that the victims 
were not undressed; says that he did not watch the murders for a long time because his vantage 
point was directly in front of the massacre site and he was afraid that he might be hit by a stray 
bullet; admits that he does not know who dug the mass grave but he presumes that it was dug by 
either local Lithuanians or the Jews themselves; confirms that the grave was dug in advance; 
recalls that he knew two Jewish men from Ariogala; talks about their friendship; says that he 
would visit during holidays and that they would go dancing together; says that after the start of 
the war he saw one of his Jewish friends walking down the street in Ariogala, where there was 
no ghetto yet, with a Star of David on his back; says that this friend refused to talk to him saying 
that it would cause trouble for both of them; explains that he was good friends with these two 
Jewish men and that he also was acquainted with other Jews in Ariogala; very briefly talks about 
a car and their interactions and friendship.  
 
[01:] 15:36:04 – [01:] 19:20:06 
16:11 – 20:03 
 
The interviewer asks about the Jewish ghetto in Ariogala [though it is unclear if he saw the 
ghetto himself]; says that the Jews were rounded up into the synagogue in Ariogala but that he 
does not know if the synagogue was fenced; maintains that Lithuanians performed all of the 
guard duties and that there were no Germans guarding Jews; says that he does not know who 
committed the murders at the massacre sites; says that the Lithuanians who stood guard and 
transported the Jews wore white armbands (which identifies them as white stripers, 
“baltaraiščiai”); discusses the looting of Jewish property; says that people divided all of the 
goods among themselves and that everything was brought to the synagogue where it was either 
given or sold; asserts that he did not see the Jewish goods collected at the synagogue but that he 
knew about it from hearsay; discusses whether or not he saw people wearing or utilizing looted 
Jewish property.  
 
[01:] 19:20:07 – [01:] 25:33:07 
20:04 – 26:32 
 
When the interviewer asks about the looting/distribution of Jewish property, he says that in 
Ariogala everything was organized by the government, a commission, and local priests; explains 
that he used to work in Ariogala and sometimes he would stay the night with his boss, a farmer 
named Grigas [Akstinas is uncertain about the name]; explains that Grigas lived with his wife 
in a home and that they would let him spend the night after work; recalls an incident one night 
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when the commission, which included two priests, the pastor and the vicar of Ariogala, came to 
visit Grigas to discuss the distribution of looted Jewish property; talks about how all of the men, 
and several unmarried women, drank alcohol and sang throughout the night; says that he was 
unable to sleep because they made so much noise; adds that the group partied until dawn and 
then left; reveals that Grigas wanted to negotiate with the priests for some good looted Jewish 
property; says that he does not know if Grigas in fact received anything; says that he did not ask 
Grigas; comments on the fact that the older local residents or those who participated in the 
murders could provide more information about the looting of Jewish property; reminds 
interviewer that he was still young at the time [Akstinas was in fact between 25–27 years old at 
the time]. 
 
[01:] 25:33:08 – [01:] 30:48:22 
26:33 – 32:00 
 
The interviewer asks him about his thoughts and feeling about the massacre of the Jews; talks 
about the horrible sense of dread he felt while witnessing the massacre; discusses his relations 
with the Jews; reveals that he served in the Lithuanian army before the first Russian occupation; 
continues to discuss his relationship with the Jews and the Jewish shopkeepers in Betygala; 
explains that he is not aware of any instances of Jewish rescue in Ariogala, but says that the 
Vinikas brother and sister survived the Holocaust; explains that they were held in the Kaunas 
ghetto and somehow found their way to Betygala where they hid in the homes of several friends 
and acquaintances; discusses their hiding methods, explaining that they would stay with him and 
his wife; recounts one incident when he and his wife had gone out to work during the day and a 
neighbor noticed smoke rising from the chimney of their home; contemplates whether or not 
their neighbor was aware that they were hiding Jews; confirms that a few Jews would stay with 
them for shorter periods of time, but that the Vinikas siblings would live in their home for 
extended periods.  
 
[01:] 30:48:23 – [01:] 37:07:24 
32:01 – 38:36 
 
The interviewer asks him if he knows who dug the pits at the massacre site; he says that he does 
not actually know, but guesses that either the Jews or local people were forced to dig the grave; 
confirms that the grave was dug before the massacre; [pause; scene change] when the 
interviewer asks him how he knew that the victims at the massacre site were Jewish, he says that 
he saw and was told that the victims were Jews; describes the process of the killings at the 
massacre site; says that he heard the screams of people but that he cannot provide more specific 
information, such as names, because he was not a resident of Ariogala; adds that he only visited 
occasionally; says that the massacre took place in the middle of the day; says that he does not 
know whether the Jews were forced to work while they were being held in the ghetto; admits that 
he does not know specifically how long the Jews were in the ghetto nor does he know of any 
instances of Jewish rescue or escape from the ghetto; asked if there were anti-Jewish plaques or 
signs hanging in town, he says that he did not notice anything or does not remember, but thinks 
he heard mention of such things; says that the guards would not let people approach the Jews in 
the ghetto. 
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