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In this interview, Vytautuas Juozas Šiupienis, born in June of 1929, in Černiukiškės village near 
Simnas, (southern Lithuania), discusses prewar relations with the Jews in Simnas and the 
surrounding villages, the persecution and murder of Jews, and his family’s participation in the 
rescue and hiding of Jews throughout the war. Although he did not witness it himself, he 
describes the transport of Jewish males to be killed in Alytus; the rounding up and murder of 
Jewish women, children, elderly persons in a forest near Simnas; and the looting of Jewish 
property. Šiupienis also explains how his family helped to rescue and hide several Jews, 
including Aba Gefen, who survived the Holocaust.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:31:04 – [01:] 05:02:09 
00:40 – 05:22 
 
Vytautas Juozas Šiupienis introduces himself and says that he was born in 1929 in Černiukiškė 
village, (Alytus region); says it was 3 kilometers from Simnas town where he attended school; 
says that there were only a few Lithuanians living in Simnas before the war and that the rest were 
Jews; says that no Jews lived in his village but there were some who owned land that bordered 
his parents‘ estate; recalls that when the war started, the Jews were sent to clean the streets and 
clear rubble and that they had to wear stars on their clothes; adds that after a while the young 
Jewish men were rounded up and taken to Alytus; explains that they were told that they were 
going there for work but actually they were killed; reports that the women, elderly and children 
were held in the barracks in Simnas for a while; recounts that his father saw the Jewish men 
being put on trucks to go to Alytus. 
 
[01:] 05:02:10 – [01:] 09:46:10 
05:23 – 10:18 
 
He recalls that in 1941, a Jewish man named Aba Gefen, who had fled Simnas, was told by the 
interviewees father that he had witnessed Aba’s father being put on a truck to Alytus; recalls that 
a Jewish man named Morkelis Anginickis owned some land and that two brothers named 
Mendelis owned a piece of land next to his parents’ home; says that they worked that land and 
had a couple of cows but that, after the Germans came, they would not go back to Simnas where 
they were from; says that they would sleep in his parents‘ home because they felt that something 
bad was going to happen to the Jews; says that one day the “white stripers” came to his parents’ 
home, arrested the brothers and took them to Alytus to be executed; says that the women, elderly 
and the children were massacred in Kalesnykai forest, about half a kilometer away from Simnas; 
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recalls hearing the gunshots; says that he did not see the women and children being led to the 
massacre site and that he did not go to see the site later. 
 
[01:] 09:46:11 – [01:] 13:14:21 
10:19 – 13:55 
 
He says that his uncle, Stenionis [Stanionis], was forced to bring his spade and bury the bodies; 
says his uncle recounted to him what he saw: that the Jews were brought over to be killed; 
reports that a well-known doctor of the town was the first one to go to the trench and said “Well, 
you cannot do anything about it, that‘s just the way it is.”; speculates that the belongings of the 
Jews were divided among the perpetrators; claims to have seen how things that were not very 
valuable, such as bed linens and kitchen utensils, were thrown down to a crowd from a window 
of the Simnas synagogue; explains that on that same day the Germans had asked all the farmers 
to bring their horses so that they could choose the ones that were fit for the front line; says that 
the horses were chosen by the Germans as well as by the “white stripers”; says that some people 
were very poor and they would go after the possessions of the Jews thrown through the window; 
claims to have seen Germans with photo cameras; says that they were photographing the crowd. 
 
[01:] 13:14:22 – [01:] 18:59:12 
13:56 – 19:54 
 
When asked to tell more about Aba Gefen, he offers to read an excerpt from the latter‘s book, but 
the interviewer asks him to talk about his own experiences instead; recalls that a young man 
came to their yard and spoke with his father for a while; recalls that later his father explained to 
him that it was a local Jew from Simnas who needed help; says that his father helped him collect 
food because Aba was organizing help for other Jews as well; adds that later Aba would come 
over to their home with his brother Josifas to eat; says that sometimes Josifas would stay longer 
and Aba would leave; explains that Aba had many hideouts in the village including with his 
father’s brother Antanas and his neighbor Berčiūnas; recalls that once Aba brought three Jewish 
people who had escaped the Kaunas ghetto: Gitana Dzivinauskaitė, another woman, and a man; 
says that the couple was sent further to Sūsninkų village while Gitana stayed at their home; adds 
that one day, as recounted by Aba Gefen in his book, the German soldiers were going around the 
surrounding villages looking for moonshine and came over to their home; reports that when 
Gitana saw the German soldiers in the yard, she jumped through a window and started running, 
but was caught; explains that she and the interviewee’s father were taken to Alytus; reports that 
she was immediately executed while his father was fiercely tortured and interrogated about other 
hideouts that he knew of but that his father did not give in; says that his mother received a notice 
saying that his father, Pranas Šiupienis, will be handed over to the Gestapo which meant 
execution for hiding Jews; says that his mother took every measure to save him and was able to 
get him out through a connection that she knew; explains that all this took place in the beginning 
of 1944 and that even the neighbors did not know that they were hiding Jews; mentions that a 
family in Seirijai town was hiding Gamskis family. 
 
[01:] 18:59:13 – [01:] 24:05:22 
19:55 – 25:13 
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He recalls his father teaching him that if he ever needed anything in life, he could always go for 
help to Jew, because a Jew is always ready to give; explains that his father spent about a month 
in prison; recalls that after his father returned, Aba Gefen visited them at least once; says that in 
1945, after the war had ended, Josifas Gefen joined the Soviet army and sent a letter to his 
parents from Kaliningrad, but was never heard from after that; adds that Aba Gefen escaped to 
the West through Poland, when asked to, specifies that his parents had three children; shares his 
memories about the Jews of Simnas, including the Lasmanas [Laismanas] family and the 
Mendelis family. 
 
[01:] 24:05:23 – [01:] 28:05:20 
25:14 – 29:24 
 
He names the neighbors who were often visited by Aba Gefen, including the Saldukas and 
Berčiūnas families and his uncle Antanas; explains that the first people who came to Aba’s help 
were a poor family from Ostampas village; says that Aba had also stayed with his grandparents 
in Kalesnykai village, also with the Jarmalas family from that same village, as well as the 
Bagdanavičius family from Gražuliai village; recalls an incident in which his uncle was riding 
in his cart with Aba, and, as they were passing the Seirijai town, they met the watch-master of 
Simnas, Kalronas, who clearly recognized them, but did not do anything; says the watch-master 
later said to his uncle that he should not do such a thing again; when asked if Yad Vashem has 
recognized the people of Simnas who saved the Jews, he responds negatively, but repeats that 
there were a lot of people who helped the Jews; mentions another person named Strolys who 
also helped Jews. 
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