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In this interview Stasė Daukšienė, born on December 11, 1930 in Ylakiai (near Skuodas in 
northern Lithuania) discusses the persecution and murder of Jews in Ylakiai. She describes the 
rounding up of Jewish men into the synagogue, the sequestering of Jewish women and children 
in their homes and the efforts made by her family to help their Jewish friends by bring them food 
and other goods. She explains that a Jewish man brought a carriage full of belongings to her 
father’s house for safekeeping, but that this property was later confiscated by Lithuanian 
collaborators. The interviewee reveals that she visited the massacre site several times on the day 
of the massacre. She provides a vivid description of the mass murder and also gives the names of 
several Lithuanian perpetrators and collaborators. 
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[01:] 00:31:12 – [01:] 35:23:18 
00:27 – 36:23 
 
[01:] 00:31:12 – [01:] 02:04:01 
00:27 – 02:04 
Q: First, I wanted to ask you to introduce yourself. What is your name and surname? 
 
A: Stasė Daukšienė. 
 
Q: What year were you born? 
 
A: [19]30, December 11. 
 
Q: 19— 
 
A: [19]30, December 11.  
 
Q: And where? 
 
A: In Ylakiai. 
 
Q: Tell me, were you living in Ylakiai during the war? 
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A: Yes. 
 
Q: Were there Jews in Ylakiai? 
 
A: There were. 
 
Q: How would you say, what was the relationship? Approximately how many Lithuanians 

were there, how many Jews? 
 
A: Well, of course, there were more Lithuanians. There were about 300 Jews in the town. 

And, well, there were Lithuanians everywhere.  
 
Q: When the war began, did the lives of the Jews in Ylakiai change in any way? 
 
A: [sighs] In [19]42, when the Germans arrived—when I think about it now, I understand, 

that they, the Jews, suspected that something would happen to them. Because, before the 
Jews were rounded up into the synagogue, they began taking some of their things to the 
people they trusted. 

 
[01:] 02:04:02 – [01:] 04:02:17 
02:05 – 04:07 
A: Because when the Jews were locked in the synagogue—the men—then there wasn’t even 

a thought that they would take anything. And then after about a week, they were all – the 
Jews – rounded up into the Jewish synagogue, while the women with the children were 
left at home. They were able to bring them food, and it happened that people would bring 
food to the women—and their animals, let’s say, they would milk the cow, bring food for 
them to eat in the evening. There was this interaction, and everyone was so tense, they 
did not know what would happen – will they be taken away somewhere? No one thought 
that they would be shot, because people could not come up with these thoughts on their 
own. And after about a week, at the end of June, it seems, I can’t tell you the exact date, 
and I really don’t remember that evening, if it was Saturday evening, or Sunday evening, 
when my father saw a large column of people walking toward the Jewish cemetery. So he 
said to my mother, and to the neighbors who had gathered, that something bad was going 
to happen. And barely a half hour went by when the shooting was heard. And all of our 
friends, we all gathered into our room and there, how long, until about two or three the 
women prayed. And everyone was very shocked by that violent incident. 

 
[01:] 04:02:18 – [01:] 06:11:23 
04:08 – 06:22 
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A: Towards the morning, our neighbor, Ona Kaunickienė said, “Child, I am going to go take 
a look at what is happening there.” Because she lived right near the Jewish cemetery, 
about 10 meters away. And she left, as the sun was rising, well, and, of course, she saw 
that scene. There was horrible screaming, crying, gunshots. She returned after about a 
half hour and said, “I saw this entire scene with my own eyes, and you should know this,” 
she said, “that things will not end well for those who are doing this thing.” The sun was 
very red. The entire morning was so calm, quiet. And that was such a cruel event. At 
about nine o’clock, my father said, “Let’s go look at what’s there, what happened there, 
what is going on there.” Well, and we children—my sister was already 13 years old, I 
was ten—my one brother, and several people went, moved toward that Jewish cemetery. 
The Jewish cemetery was surrounded by this wooden fence. Well, we went and we saw 
huge piles of corpses heaped up, and after we were there for about 20 minutes, we saw 
that a column was approaching from the town. [Men] with white stripes walked on either 
side, and between the “baltaraiščiai” (white stripers), walked men from the prison, which 
was in Ylakiai and is still there. Portraits of Lenin and Stalin were being carried as 
objects of ridicule. Well, and everyone became somehow upset, and were saying that now 
the burials were going to take place. We walked up to the gates, a guard with a gun was 
standing at the gates. And she saw how one Jewish woman Gut—Gutkė was searching 
for her daughter, her husband, her children, but she did not find them. 

 
[01:] 06:11:24 – [01:] 08:00:17 
06:23 – 08:15 
A: And she walked up to that guard, Kėsas, and asked: “Let me go. I will give you 

everything, everything.” The column of people came very close, we moved away and as 
soon as we were about 15 meters away, we heard a gunshot, and it was clear that the 
Jewish woman was shot. I am telling you what I saw, as a child, how I understood 
everything. And our people, we all went home. We ate breakfast, well and I was not 
given an indication that I should not go, should not look, and so I would run over again 
and look again at what was happening. Some of the men who were leading the Jews were 
in the pits arranging the corpses, and others were pulling them, carrying like that. They 
held them by the legs, by their underarms, and would throw them into the pits. 
Sometimes they would undress a few, because there were one or two of them who would 
take shoes, clothes. I saw when this Kazys Jucys looked, holding very closely—because 
he was very nearsighted—and he put those shoes in a bag and placed them in the rye field 
so that no one would take them. It was also frightening for me, as a child, to see that the 
men who were burying, they carried lime in their hats, because they were not given 
buckets, or anything. So their hands were covered in lime, and they were of course 
painfully injured. Well, and I would run back and then return again. The fences were 
crawling with people. Well, and by the evening [the victims] were buried. 

 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



RG-50.473*0173 04/16/2007 4 

[01:] 08:00:18 – [01:] 10:03:02 
08:16 – 10:23 
A: And the ground, which was bloody, was covered with lime, so that there would be no 

bacteria. Well, we girls would run over there in the summer to look at how the pits were 
filled. And the earth was sinking in a bit. [sighs] So I think that I have not seen a more 
violent event in my life and I would tell myself that if this happened again, I would never, 
never go look. These horrible moments, these horrible scenes that shocked all of us 
residents of Ylakiai. Because the residents interacted with the Jews, had close 
relationships, and the Jews were not so—how do I say this—distrustful, stingy. If you 
went to the shop, then you would always be able to—Mrs. Benejošienė would be eating 
in one room with her daughter and she would say, “Choose what you want. I will come 
out soon and we will settle it.” And if our people sometimes did not have enough money 
to pay, then they would give it to you fully, as it is called, “on credit,” and then later you 
must bring it back, return it. They knew that the lives of our peasants were not so 
excessive that they could freely buy everything. This is why the relations were rather 
normal. Well, after the Jews were massacred, then the distribution of property began. 
Mostly those who shot, those who destroyed them, they tried to take everything that was 
left behind. And—and buildings, animals, and also, it turns out, they traced where the 
Jews had taken their property.  

 
[01:] 10:03:03 – [01:] 12:00:14 
10:24 – 12:25 
A: I remember when they came and asked my father, “Budrikis, where did you put Mikis’s 

belongings?” He said, “Go to the rye fields. His carriage is there and everything is packed 
in it.” And the carriage was full of the biggest heaps, it was full of clothes. And I also 
remember that my mother would bring milk to Mrs. Mikienė. So she would sometimes 
wrap a blanket around her body and would say, “I have to take this to her. And she might 
be driven away somewhere. She won’t have anything to take along.” And I would have 
probably packed up my best clothes. Well, and she would go there, unwrap it, give it to 
her, and then return. Well, and my father told them everything. There was a horse tied up. 
They took the horse, harnessed it. They took the cow, took everything away. They did 
this with everyone who was storing any of that, this is, the Jewish property. And 
everything else, of course, they also divided it, but not the poor people, but those who 
destroyed them. So these are my memories of those horrible times.  

 
Q: I wanted to clarify and ask about a few things. Let us return to the beginning, you said 

that the Jews had a premonition before the massacre of the Jews [coughs], how did you 
know that they had this premonition? What happened?  
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A: If they had not had a premonition, then they would not have, that is, moved anything out 
of their homes. They had everything, and where—why would they have to move it? So 
this is how I understood in my mind that they sensed something.  

 
Q: You concretely saw where and how and what they moved? 
 
A: Well, if they drove a packed carriage to my father. Furthermore, Mauškis stored some 

things with my husband’s parents. So this is what I knew as a child. So there, they moved 
things.  

 
Q: This is clear. 
 
[01:] 12:00:15 – [01:] 14:03:16 
12:25 – 14:33 
Q: Now, why did the women, the Jewish women who were left at home, why were they not 

able to go milk their own cows? 
 
A: They probably would not have let them go. They thought that they would run away, 

because there was a guard station on every corner. There were guards. And they tracked 
who arrives and who leaves the town.  

 
Q: Well, but they would let your mother bring milk. 
 
A: They would let her, and I also brought it one evening. He took the dish, shook it, to see if 

there was anything inside, and then said, “Take it.” I took it, she poured it out, and I went 
back. He looked at my dish again. “Go home.” 

 
Q: When your father saw the column that was walking toward the Jewish cemetery— 
 
A: Yes— 
 
Q: Did you also see that column? 
 
A: I saw, I saw. The whole column was moving.  
 
Q: And at approximately what distance were you able to see this? 
 
A: From us, how much there—and the road – [pause] 300 meters. There is one road to 

Šačiai, the other road is to the Jewish cemetery. And over there we—our farmstead. We 
saw. I saw it myself.  
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Q: We you able to determine who they were – men, women, or who?  
 
A: If from the massacre—if in the morning, the men who were rounded up, they were all 

brought over. And they brought all of the women in the morning. It seems that they 
rounded them up when they drove out the Jewish men—then they rounded up the Jewish 
women and children in the morning and drove them over. They would not have had time 
to round them up in the morning. 

 
Q: Approximately during what time of day did you see that column, the first one? 
 
A: As the sun was setting in the evening, it was already early twilight. But it was still light 

out, it was light. This was summer time, in June. This scene stands before my eyes very 
clearly even today. 

 
Q: Were you able, from a distance, to see how the people were dressed? 
 
A: Well, their clothes, their clothes were dark. 
 
Q: Dark clothes. 
 
A: Dark, what people wore, this is how they were dressed. 
 
Q: If I understand you correctly, this was a column of men? 
 
A: A column of men. And in the morning, a column of women and children. 
 
Q: How long after you saw the column go by, approximately how much later did the 

shooting begin? 
 
[01:] 14:03:17 – [01:] 16:06:00 
14:34 – 16:41 
A: Well, a good half hour later. To walk to the Jewish cemetery took about a half hour, 

nearly an hour. And the shooting began. 
 
Q: How long did it go on? 
 
A: Well, I, as a child, I went to sleep at about one, two, three. And how long did this take. 

They shot them until about two or three. Because the sun rises at six in the morning, the 
women were already taken there. 
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Q: So your neighbor saw this? 
 
A: The neighbor saw this. 
 
Q: And then the second shooting occurred.  
 
A: The second shooting. And she heard those screams and saw everything with her own 

eyes. And when she came, she told us everything. Ona Kaunickienė. She died a long time 
ago. She lived right near the Jewish cemetery. 

 
Q: I also wanted to ask you, that woman who—who was walking around. This means that 

she was walking among those killed people? 
 
A: Among. Among the killed. And she lifted them, always lifting. She would lift one, 

another, [to see] if this was her daughter, if this was her husband. [pause] She did not 
climb up onto the pile, but walked around. [pause]  

 
Q: Did that woman say anything? Was she crying? 
 
A: Well, she cried and said that—that—that she was looking and could not find. And when 

she approached [the guard], she said, “Let me go. I will give you everything, just let me 
go.” And he came up and shot her.  

 
Q: Aside from that Kiesas, the guard who shot her, how many other guards could have there 

been? Or was he the only one there? 
 
A: I did not see any, I don’t know. Others said that there were guards in the trees. That they 

had climbed up into the trees. Because the bullets flew to—to the south, the bullets flew 
when they were shooting. They would set them up in rows, and then shoot them so that, 
basically, that they would need fewer bullets.  

 
[01:] 16:16:01 – [01:] 18:00:10 
16:42 – 18:39 
A: So that they would pass through everyone. You understand. 
 
Q: What do you mean? 
 
A: Well, one behind the other, one behind the other. They set up a column of 10-15, and let 

off a series. And they fall. And they said that this is why one and another was able to 
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survive, to crawl out. And the other guards were in the trees so that they would not get in 
the way.  

 
Q: So this is what people said.  
 
A: Yes. This is what happened. 
 
Q: [coughs] Tell me in more detail about the column you saw as it arrived. How many 

people were there with those posters, with those portraits? 
 
A: Well, it is very difficult to say. I always thought that there were several tens of those 

apprehended people. I only know that this Gaubys was there, Karečka was there. They 
were not at all known for being some sort of Communists or something. Someone did not 
like them. At that time, everything was decided very quickly. I don’t like you, you don’t 
like me. They sign it, say something, report on someone. And work. 

 
Q: So you specifically [saw] that Gaubys and Karecka? 
 
A: I knew— 
 
Q: You know— 
 
A: Yes, them and I also— 
 
Q: Saw [them] in the column. 
 
A: Yes, yes. And I saw them burying. When they were burying. 
 
Q: They buried? 
 
A: They buried, yes. 
 
Q: Those— 
 
A: They buried the Jews. They were locked up in the prison. Yes. And there, who was 

walking on the sides—I was a child—I don’t know anyone there. I only brought milk to 
that Jewish woman, so one of the guards there was this Gyvė from Trumplaukė. This 
Gyvė. I don’t know his first name. At that age, basically, surnames are not very 
important. Neither that—that was not interesting to me. Only those scenes. And that 
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which my father talked about, so I know that he did not speak emptily, if he said it, then 
this is how it was.  

 
[01:] 18:00:11 – [01:] 20:12:04 
18:40 – 20:56 
Q: So this guard who specifically was— 
 
A: At the gates— 
 
Q: At the gates— 
 
A: At the gates— 
 
Q: And that guard who checked your milk, and that one—those guards— 
 
A: That one—yes, yes— 
 
Q: Who brought— 
 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: You said “baltaraiščiai” (white stripers). They had some sort of specific symbol.  
 
A: Well so they wore a white band on the arm. 
 
Q: They had some sort of uniform? 
 
A: Well, I remember that they came to urge my father to join the “baltaraisčiai” (white 

stripers). There was nothing else other than they had the band on their arms. 
 
Q: And who came to urge your father? 
 
A: Ai, I don’t remember. I don’t remember those surnames. My father— 
 
Q: And you heard when they came— 
 
A: I heard. My father said, “I will not, I will not join anything, will not go anywhere, and 

nowhere,” he said, “I don’t want to, I don’t have to.” 
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Q: And when did this happen, when they came to encourage him to join the “baltaraiščiai” 
(white stripers).  

 
A: Well, it was daytime, it was daytime. Well, how can I remember what day it was. 

When— 
 
Q: But— 
 
A: When the new government was established, then immediately everything was being 

formed. Everything formed for the new things. There was even this—it was said that our 
one guy, this Gliaubertas—we were right here—so he even cut off the rabbi’s beard in 
front of the synagogue. With some sort of knife or something. So it was probably the case 
that he also shot Jews, that Gliaubertas. So when he came back to this homestead, so 
standing by the gates—this was in the morning—my neighbor, a teacher—she is also 
dead—she said that he was relishing in this, “Oh how it splashed when we were 
shooting.” When he came back in the morning. So he was even reveling in this. He had 
fled to Australia or America, this Mikas Gliaubertas, this one. Everyone knew him. He 
found delight in what he did that night. 

 
Q: And he cut off the rabbi’s beard, someone talked about this? 
 
A: My father said this, he said, “There,” he says, “he is doing these horrible things, “ he said, 

“the Jewish rabbi’s beard,” – he says – “Gliaubertas cut it off.” Well, if this happened or 
not, but he certainly did not make it up. 

 
Q: I wanted to return to the episode at the cemetery when you arrived and the people were 

brought over, yes. And then those people—they had to dig a pit or were the pits already 
dug? 

 
[01:] 20:12:05 – [01:] 22:00:09 
20:57 – 22:49 
A: From what I remember, we did not see the pit in the morning. We only saw two very 

large piles of corpses.  
 
Q: And when did those pits appear? 
 
A: Well, when they brought them, they began digging. And they dug them in a few hours. 

And then it began, like that, at about one, two o’clock the burial began.  
 
Q: Did you see how they dug the pits? 
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A: I had gone home at that time. And then when I returned I saw that they were being 

buried. 
 
Q: You saw that the pits were already there? 
 
A: The pits were already there and they were burying then. 
 
Q: So I understand from what you were saying that the corp—the murdered were being put 

in order by those who brought them over. 
 
A: Yes. Yes. 
 
Q: And who would pull them up into?— 
 
A: So they would also pull them up to. They pulled them, threw lime, they were in the grave, 

they would organize them, placed them in rows. 
 
Q: O—O so at the same time when one was pulling them, someone undressed them. Who 

undressed them? 
 
A: Well the same ones who were pulling undressed them. If they saw a very good [article 

of] clothing then they would sometimes take something off, and toss it to the side. And 
some would toss it further, and then someone else would take it. But there were not too 
many of those who collected things. One, another one. 

 
Q: Well, but those people who pulled – the prisoners from the jail. 
 
A: Yes, yes yes yes. 
 
Q: And someone undressed them— 
 
A: Well, those same people who pulled them, they took off some clothing and tossed it 

aside. How can— 
 
Q: To them—I, like this—that is there was a command issued to undressed them, or did they 

do it on their own— 
 
A: Well, I did not hear that, I did not hear this, but, but it seems that if someone didn’t have 

anything, then they would undress them and toss it aside. 
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Q: And where did they bring the lime from? 
 
A: There was a pile of lime brought over. The lime was piled up right there on the graves. 

They put it into hats with shovels and carried it.  
 
Q: I wanted to confirm the geography. The Jewish cemetery, that means that there were 

some sort of old Jewish graves? 
 
[01:] 22:00:10 – [01:] 24:01:07 
22:50 – 24:55 
A: Yes. There were always a Jewish cemetery there. Not—there were already also some new 

graves and others. There was this shed. There were wheels, a carriage. They had this gray 
horse. And they would always go there when a Jewish person died. The women never 
came to the funeral, only men. And there were not many of those men. A few or tens. 
They would take it [the corpse] out of the coffin, place it in a sheet, and then they would 
bring it to the grave and lower the Jewish person. They let us watch. We children would 
run to take a look. 

 
Q: And tell me please, the pits that were dug by the people who were brought over, were 

they inside the Jewish cemetery, or beyond the fence? 
 
A: They were inside. Here where the memorial is, then to the south. One of the pits was 

from east to west, the other was toward the south. 
 
Q: Approximately how long and deep were the pits, like, when you saw them then? 
 
A: Well, our house would have almost fit in it. Like our entire room here, and about 10-15 

meters longer. And the width was about 5-6 meters. This is how I imagine those pits now. 
The pits were large. I don’t know the depth because people had climbed inside. [sounds; 
human voices] 

 
Q: When all of these events were happening, were there Germans in town? 
 
A: I can’t say. Surely there were, but not many, but—but. Because all of the commands 

came were given by the Germans. 
 
Q: Yes, I understand. And was there at least one German there by the Jewish cemetery? 
 
A: I did not see. I did not see Germans. When they were burying I really did not see. I did 

not see military officers.  
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[01:] 24:01:08 – [01:] 26:03:17 
24:56 – 27:02 
Q: Did you see the synagogue when the Jewish men were rounded up into it? 
 
A: Repeat. 
 
Q: Did you—did you see the synagogue when the men were rounded up, when they rounded 

them up, and how— 
 
A: No, I saw the column and the shooting began. [pause] 
 
Q: Did you see how people distributed the property of the Jews— 
 
A: No, I did not see. But they—everything was clear. If they came and took from those 

where they [Jews] had stored [things], then that meant that they took the goods. Only I 
heard from people that the rich people took [things]. Those who had this opposition.  

 
Q: Maybe you remember the name of the person who came to your father— 
 
A: I don’t remember— 
 
Q: To ask for Mikis’s property? 
 
A: I don’t remember. I don’t remember.  
 
Q: And how do you think, how could this person know that Mikis’s property was hidden 

with your father? 
 
A: There was probably someone who watched where the Jews were taking things. This is 

what I imagine. How else would they have know—and they [Jews] had left things with 
Daukša, and with us. And more [people]. And they watched where [it was being taken]. 
There was a certain sort of watch line. It was not the case that they took and carried 
everything away at once. Everything here is—depending on what happened.  

 
Q: When they were taking that column past you, the column of men, were you able to hear 

any noises, any sort of voices? 
 
A: No, we did not hear anything. We did not hear. [pause] 
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Q: Tell me, were there any processes in Ylakiai or Skuodas after the war, were the people 
who drove, who shot [the Jews], were they punished in any way? Did you hear any such 
things? [long pause] 

 
[01:] 26:03:19 – [01:] 28:02:01 
27:03 – 29:07 
A: Well, then this happened, this happened this revenge happened again. Because after the 

period of the Germans, another vengeance began amongst people. Deportation to Siberia. 
They did not care how, or if you were there or not there. As I talked about last time that, 
basically, that Bružas, who was—Antanas—had joined the Soviet army, when he 
returned with all of these medals, he was immediately arrested. That is, if it became 
apparent that someone had shot the Jews, then they would have immediately been 
liquidated.  

 
Q: Bružas, what Bružas ar you talking about? 
 
A: They lived near the Jewish cemetery, the Bružas family. There was Petras, Antanas, so, 

they participated in that shooting, and then they tried—everyone was trying to retreat, 
those who sensed that they had done something bad.  

 
Q: And what did that Bružas do? 
 
A: Well, what. He was arrested; no one know where he was taken away. 
 
Q: Wait—you are saying that he returned with medals. So he joined the Russian army, or 

what? 
 
A: Yes, yes. When they had to form an army, then he went to war, so that he would not get 

caught somewhere, so, it seems that he did not manage to flee, after the shooting. Well, 
and then, when he returned, he disappeared right away. They arrested him. Even my 
parents don’t know. They came, arrested him. This was the Soviet government. They 
already—it was not good for those who shot Jews and they did not survive for long. They 
sensed their own crimes. They knew that no one would thank them for it. This was [a 
way of] pitting people against one another.  

 
Q: And were the Jewish homes left empty, or did someone moved into them? 
 
A: Well, people moved in quickly. There were people who did not have anything, and 

those—and those others bought them. I don’t know if the collective farms sold them. I 
may not have been here at that time. I had left for work.  
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[01:] 28:02:02 – [01:] 30:06:23 
29:08 – 31:17 
A: Well, there were many homes. There were many. 
 
Q: Did the priest say anything during the sermon, or did he not say anything? 
 
A: [sighs] Because this thing—as I child I don’t remember. But I do know that at that time 

the pastor was this Gasiūnas, so he, they say that he rescued two Jews. He himself. Then 
there was this Mrs. Jenkienė. She studied in Skuodas then and there was this Jewish 
woman from Skuosas, so she rescued her. She is now in Israel. And a woman here has 
her address. That Martė. I told her that you would visit her. She said that she would be 
able to talk about everything.  

 
Q: Tell me, did at least one Jew from Ylakiai survive? 
 
A: I do not know this. They said that Itskis survived. As I child, I was not interested in those 

sorts of things. But the two Jewish people that the pastor saved, they were probably from 
Ylakiai. But people did not talk publicly about those kinds of things then.  

 
Q: And pastor Gasiūnas, he was—acting as pastor— 
 
A: Here, in Ylakiai. 
 
Q: In Ylakiai. 
 
A: Yes, in Ylakiai. And here, well, about several, probably about thirteen years ago our 

pastor—there was a procession organized to the Jewish cemetery. I have this small 
photograph, he was so—he gave such an emotional speech. I was there with my 
grandchildren. We sang hymns there. He [the pastor] kissed the ground there. He 
apologized, that is, for to all of that—for all of the unjust things that were done. This is 
how, so, the resident of Ylakiai went. The people visited the graves. There was no 
animosity that here, well, here and the Jews and we are this and that. 

 
[01:] 30:06:24 – [01:] 32:00:06 
31:18 – 33:06 
A: Because people recognized this horrible historical mistake, and they condemned all of it. 

Jurgaitis, the pastor, they went, they organized this procession to the cemetery and we 
sang hymns there intensely. And here, I already told you, how I saw myself how he [the 
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pastor] kissed the ground, that place where the Jews were massacred. He condemned all 
of those horrible things. [long pause]  

 
[New frame. Interview takes place outdoors, at the Jewish cemetery. Mrs. Daukšienė is standing 

with a coat, scarf, and hat] 
 
A: This is the Jewish cemetery where the massacre of Jews took place. There was a wooden 

fence surrounding it, and on that day, when the burial of the Jews occurred, many Ylakiai 
residents came to watch and also to bid farewell to their fellow residents. 

 
Q: And approximately where was the fence? 
 
A: The fence ran alongside those small birch trees. [points] 
 
Q: And where were you standing? 
 
A: I was standing there near those birch trees. About in that location. The piles of corpses, 

the pits, everything was clearly visible. 
 
Q: And how many pits were there? 
 
A: There were two large piles. One up the hill, and the other in the location where the 

monument is now. [points with her hand] 
 
CO: Let’s go. 
 
Q: So let’s go look at that place. 
 
[Mrs. Daukšienė is walking; the camera follows her. The Monument is visible.] 
 
[01:] 32:00:07 – [01:] 34:01:05 
33:07 – 35:13 
Q: Tell me, when you saw those piles [of corpses], were you able to recognize any of your 

Jewish friends from Ylakiai? 
 
A: I really wanted to see my doctor, Joselis, but I did not see him. I only noticed those who 

were being pulled toward the edge, but I did not recognize them.  
 
Q: And that doctor was important to you? 
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A: Because just a month before this he cured me from a very serious—a serious pneumonia. 
If not for Joselis, I would not be here today.  

 
Q: Show me precisely where those pits were, those two pits.  
 
A: [sighs; Mrs. Daukšienė walks forward] One pit was in this location, from east to west. 

And the other pit was down lower there. [points with her hand] And it also seems that it 
went from east to west. 

 
Q: And what is that fate of those—of those people who were brought who—those who had 

to arrange the deceased and bury them. 
 
A: From what I heard, my dear father said that they were supposed to shoot them here, but 

did not shoot them, because they lived for a long time afterwards. Only, as far as I 
remember, this Poškys was taken to Mažeikiai and killed. And maybe more of them were 
killed. As I child, I don’t remember. I don’t know. [pause] 

 
Q: And now the Jewish cemetery, as it ranges here, it ranges all the way up to this place, so 

there were old Jewish graves of some sort here, so they probably toppled them when they 
were digging the pits, or was there nothing here.  

 
A: Right near the gates, for about five, seven meters, there were no graves, pits. [Camera 

moves; shows the surroundings and the Monument] The pits were farther away, where 
the Jews were always buried. There was emptiness right here. 

 
[01:] 34:01:06 – [01:] 35:23:18 
35:14 – 36:32 
A: There were no trees here, nor—nor were there any graves. [pause; camera is still, films 

the surroundings] [New frame. Camera shows Mrs. Daukšienė] 
 
Q: Tell me, where were the gates where he shot the Jewish woman who was searching for—

well, the one who asked that guard. 
 
A: Yes, the gate was where the fence meets going from east to west, and the other one from 

south to north. [She uses her hands to show the surroundings.] In that corner, like that, 
there were the gates, and the guard was standing here. And a parade came from the town 
and then he shot her by those gates. 

 
A: Approximately right here. 
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A: Yes, approximately. [pause; camera moves, filming the surroundings; camera focuses on 
the Monument] 

 
[01:] 35:23:18 
36:23 
Conclusion of Interview. 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 




