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Box 1, Tape 1 
 

 
In this interview, Bronė Gudžiūnienė, who was born in 1932 in the town of Šaulaitinių, in the 
province of Velionos, discusses witnessing part of a shooting of Jews when she was a little girl. 
She describes how positive her town was at first when Germany came to power, but that the 
Germans quickly demanded a lot from the local residents, which aroused negative feelings. She 
discusses witnessing a shooting when she and her father traveled into town and describes a very 
young Jewish girl being thrown into a trench while still alive and the girl's parents being thrown 
in too, and later hearing shots after her father forced her to go away from there. She also 
describes asking her father about it afterward and his saying that it was simply the government's 
will. 
 
 
[01:] 00:15:22 – [01:] 07:26:00 
 
She remembers when the war started and German tanks drove through her town; remembers that 
she threw flowers along with other girls and that everyone was very happy because they thought 
that Germans would be better rulers; explains that the German government required them to hand 
over things and remembers that each family had to supply milk and meat; tells how her father 
complained that his children would not have anything left to eat, and the German soldiers said 
they could eat straw; explains that there were no Jews who lived in the town of Velionos, but 
that she sometimes went into that town to shop; talks happily about her Jewish friend; explains 
that later on Jews started being killed en masse; explains that when this happened, Jews were 
required to leave all of their belongings and to even dig the trenches into which they were later 
shot; remembers traveling to Velionos one day and seeing a three-year-old thrown into a trench 
while still alive; remembers that the girl's parents started screaming and were also pushed in 
while still alive, and then her father moved their horse along so that she would not see any more; 
remembers crying and asking her father why they did that and him saying that it was the 
government's will; describes the trench as about nine meters long and says that about eight 
people were brought there to be shot; describes the shooter, says he was not wearing a uniform; 
says that she heard them being shot. 
 
[01:] 07:26:01 – [01:] 15:21:13 
 
She says that her father told her that those who were shot were Jews, because only Jews were 
shot that way at the time; says that she thinks they shot the Jews for their money and belongings, 
which they shared among themselves afterward; remembers how her father planned on going to 
Velionos to get her brother some shoes, knowing that Jewish property was being given away and 
that because of their poverty they would be given a pair, but her mom said it was better to be 
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barefoot than to wear murdered Jews' shoes; says that the shooters of Jews were Lithuanian and 
that only the military order was German; remembers that the mother of the young girl had cried 
but that everyone else stood by calmly; remembers how the shooter told the father he was a 
monster and that what had happened to his daughter would happen to him; says that a lot of the 
Jews did not speak very much Lithuanian; remembers the shooting as terrifying; says that she 
does not remember the priest ever bringing up the killing of Jews in his sermons.  
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