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Name of interviewee: Denes, George 
 
Date of interview: 5/28, 7/28 & 10/14/1992 
 
Summary:  
 
Three interviews (summary covers all three).  The first describes his early life and 
his war experiences; the second recounts his life in postwar Hungary; and the 
last interview discusses his defection to the United States and answers some 
questions about previous interviews. 
 
Mr. Denes was born in Budapest on Sept. 9, 1936.  He describes his family and 
early life at length, and recounts the fates of different family members.  His family 
was Jewish but not Orthodox, unlike his father's family.  When the war began, his 
father was sent to the front to perform forced military labor, but returned before 
the German occupation began.  He describes some anti-Semitism before and 
during the war, but differentiates between the general background levels versus 
the "bloodthirsty" version that the Nazis practiced.  He remembered Polish 
refugees arriving in 1939 and 1940, and said that Hungarian Jews were aware of 
the Nazi policies, but did not think that it would happen to them. 
 
Early in the German occupation (mid-1944), his father relocated the immediate 
family to another part of the city.  His mother began to work as a nurse for a 
wealthy family while Mr. Denes and his brother stayed in a "private day care" for 
Jewish children.  After they were discovered and escaped, their father acquired 
false papers for the family (new surname was Faketta).  The children stayed with 
an older Christian woman, but her son, a Nazi sympathizer, had the boys and 
their father arrested and taken to a local Nazi headquarters.  They were 
imprisoned in the basement of this building with other Jews and some other 
people arrested by the Nazis.  On December 29, 1944, Mr. Denes and his family 
were taken to the river to be shot by the Nazis, but were saved when the German 
army prevented the Hungarian Nazis from shooting in this area-- the nearby 
bridges were mined against the advancing Soviet army, and the Germans did not 
want stray ordinance to set off the explosives.  A few days after this incident, the 
family escaped prison while on a work detail.  They collected their mother, fled to 
the eastern side of the river and hid for several weeks in the basement of a villa.  
The caretaker of the villa let them stay, but warned them that because his wife 
was a Nazi sympathizer, they needed to be quiet and not draw attention to 
themselves.  The family could not acquire much food except during the chaos of 
bombing raids and mortar attacks, and by the time the Red Army arrived, they 
were near starvation.  The Russians gave them food, baths, and clean clothes. 
 
After the war, Mr. Denes continued school.  Since the Communists considered 
him the son of a bourgeois man, they wanted him to go to trade school rather 
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than a more academic high school.  To get around this restriction, he attended a 
Jewish high school, but when he applied to the University, they refused to accept 
him because he went to a religious high school (would have done the same for a 
Catholic school).  He befriended the head of the university's engineering 
department, who helped him get in the following year (1956).  The end of the first 
interview includes family photographs. 
 
In the second interview, Mr. Denes describes the revolutionary period following 
1956 as well as his life as a university student in mechanical engineering.  He 
describes everyday life in postwar Communist Hungary, including some analysis 
of the political and social climate of that period. 
 
The last interview covers his life after the revolution, including his marriage, the 
birth of his son, and his military career.  Most of this interview discusses the 
family's two attempts to defect, once without help, and once with (the second one 
was successful).  He discusses the time they spent in Vienna while their refugee 
status was established, the help given to them by HIAS, and the medical care 
given to Robert, who had contracted typhus during their escape.  Mr. Denes 
describes his life in the United States, his career as an electrical engineer 
working in semiconductors, and his divorce.  At the end, he answers some 
follow-up questions about his education, military career, and his state of mind at 
various points in his life. 
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