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Name of interviewee: Cohn, Eva 
 
Date of interview: 10/12/1999 
 
Summary: (Deceased) 
Eva was born Eva Maria Rhee in Dortmund, Germany on 9/2/23 to Max Rhee 
and Else Heinemann. Eva remembers a warm family life and peace in her early 
childhood.  She did not experience anti-Semitism until 1934 when her friend 
shunned her, teachers began to treat her unfairly, and Aryan students were being 
separated and taught anti-Semitism. In 1935 or '36, Eva was prohibited from 
attending public schools.  Eva moved to Cologne, Germany, where she attended 
a Jewish school while staying with a Jewish family.  In 1938, Eva and her family 
experienced their first “Aktion”, in which German soldiers threw rocks at their 
windows and burned their synagogue.  Eva went back to live with the family in 
Cologne, while her parents moved to Baudin and stayed with a friend. 
     Eva and her family left Germany in 1938 and 1939 and moved to England just 
before the ill treatment of the Jews became worse.  There was a law in England 
that prohibited immigrants to work, so her family could not make any money.  
After one year in England, Eva's family was allowed to come to America, were 
they eventually lived in Los Angeles.   
    Eva attended Whittier College and majored in English, earning a job at a 
school as instructional supervisor.  Eva's father died in 1941 of a heart condition.  
Eva met and married Hans in Salinas in 1949.  They had three children and 
moved quite frequently.  They now live in Palo Alto, where Eva teaches German, 
is a part of the German association, and leads the Bridge to Understanding, 
which takes a group to Germany each summer. 
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