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Childhood

2:02:00 Laura Anola Stein was born in Kassel Germany in april
1936. She had one older brother and her father was an attorney.
She had a comfortable life. After Kristallnacht, Laura’s 1life
changed. However, her father was able to work under Hitler because
he was well admired by the both Jews and non Jews.

2:02:04 Laura didn’t fear Hitler as a child because her life was
very comfortable. It wasn’t until after 1938, when she was on her
own, that she began to fear Hitler. After Kristallnacht, her
brother was sent to England. Laura didn’t see her brother for
several years.

2:02:10 Laura’s life in Germany was very comfortable until she was
separated from her family. She had only Jewish friends because it
was too dangerous for Germans to befriend Jews. Laura lived a
very sheltered life and never really experienced things for herself
until after November 1938.

2:02:15 Laura will never forget the night of November 9, 1938,
Kristallnacht. She remembers the synagogues on fire and the
German soldiers beating the Jewish men with sticks and the butts of
their guns. When she saw her father being beaten, she was in a
state of shock. However, her father was not shipped off to the
camps. He got as far as the police station and was sent home.
After this night, her life was never the same.

2:02:20 Laura grew up fast after the night of the November 9,
1939. After that night, her future was very unsure. The
indecision and fear that was instilled in her, she never forgot.
This fear changed her life forever. The Jews who escaped going to
the camps, like Laura’s father had connections.




2:02:25 Laura’s father, after Kristallnacht, helped the other Jews
in the community who had lost their houses and assets the night of
November 9. He helped set up a soup kitchen for those with no work
or money. At this point Laura was put on transport. He parents
wanted her out of Germany in order to protect her. The transport
was organized to transport kids to England. Laura left Germany May
12, 1939.

2:02:30 She arrived in London, where it was arranged for her to
stay with the Safford family in Liverpool. Laura was 13 when she
went to live with the Safford Family. This was a difficult time
for her because she had never really been away from home, out of
her comfortable surroundings. From may to August Laura was in
correspondence with her parents.

2:02:35 Laura never really liked staying with the Safford family.
When war broke out, laura’s parents had to write in English so the
Germans could not identify their letters. All the letters that she
sent to her family the saffords had to read so that the Germans
would not discover where the letters were coming from. Laura was
terrible upset and wrote to her parents about this. The Safford
family found out about the letters and asked her to leave.

2:02:35 The committee that helped Laura find the Safford family
helped her to locate another family. When she was living in
Liverpool, a bomb dropped on the house across the street from the
Safford house. The glass from the windows of the house cut her.
This was the time that frightened her the most.

2:02:39 Laura’'s uncle heard about the incident with the bomb and
invited her to stay with his girlfriend’s family in wales. At this
point, the committee that transported her told her that she was own
her own because she was out of their jurisdiction, living in Wales.
She lived with her uncle and his girlfriend’s family until her
uncle moved back to Liverpool. Once again she was on her own. She
had to leave the house, but the committee helped her locate another
home. Laura went to live in a Hostel in Newport with other Jewish
children. However, she was alone again.

2:02:43 Laura was 15 when she reached Newport. She remembers that
the people were warm and nice. During this period she had a chance
to go to college, where she learned short hand and typing. After
college she went to work for a wholesaler.

2:02:48 After living in the "Hostel" for many years it was closed
and Laura moved to Vienna to live in another Hostel. During her
stay in Vienna, she received the opportunity to entertain American
soldiers. In Vienna she worked to pay for her own room and board.
Also during this time, Laura had resumed correspondence with her
parents.

2:02:55 Laura’s parents were deported in october 1940. For a
short time the were in "Daken Goose" ph a holding camp




2:03:00 In 1943, Laura was living in London and working in the
business district. Her father was in the holding camp. He was
very sick and almost died.

2:03:05 Her parents escaped from Germany alive because they bribed
the government with a substantial amount of money. it was easy to
do because the government accepted bribes along with the proper
paper work, allowing them to escape.

2:03:10 When she was 18, she went to New York to meet her family.
She hadn’t seen them since May of 1939. She felt wonderful to be
with them again. some of the parents of the friends she had met
had died and she felt fortunate to be able to be with them.

2:03:15 Laura learned, after seeing her parents again, that her
parents had an incredible amount of resilience. She knew that they
were all survivors. Laura had become a much stronger person
because of her experiences. After a couple of years her brother,
who had been living in Britain came to live with them. Eventually
they moved to Long Island.
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