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Name of interviewee: Ewer, Gerhard 
 
Date of interview: 3/17 & 3/24/1994 
 
Summary: (The second interview contains photos) 
     Gerhard Ewer was born in 1922 in Berlin, Germany to a Jewish doctor father, 
Hamen, and a Christian doctor mother, Hatric.  When he was young, he moved 
to eastern Berlin because his father earned a job in his practice.  Before Hitler 
rose to power in 1933, Gerhard was still in elementary school when his father 
died in 1928, and his grandmother shortly after.  He experienced anti-Semitism 
during his early childhood.  He was called "Dirty Jew," but he never cared until he 
discovered that he was half-Jewish.  He and his brother had stuck a swastika on 
his aunt's door, and when his mother found out, she asked, "Don't you know your 
father was Jewish?"  Even his grandfather was anti-Semitic.  Gerhard's 
grandparents were strong German Nationalists, supporters of Hindenburg's 
German National Party, which, through its support, helped to put the Nazis in 
power.  Teachers would make anti-Semitic remarks during school hours and 
Gerhard was brainwashed, even to believing that his father was a criminal.   
     Gerhard and his family struggled while dealing with Communists, who threw 
rocks at their house.  In 1936, Gerhard's mother almost lost her job because she 
married a Jewish man, even though he was long deceased.  She was forbidden 
from practicing socialized medicine.  Since his father had been awarded an Iron 
Cross "Second Class" during the Great War, this impressed the Nazis 
immensely.    Gerhard later moved to western Berlin where there were a lot of 
Jewish children in his school.  In April 1939, he immigrated to England.  He was 
then sent to Canada to be held in an internment camp, where he stayed from 
July 1940 - Nov. 1941.  After the war, a female senator sponsored Gerhard into 
Canada.  He earned his BA in three years.  He became naturalized in the United 
States after his first teaching job. 
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