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Tape 1 
 
0:00  Description of how the interview would go 
 
1:24  Odette Meyer was born in Paris, her parents immigrated  
 from Poland.  She was an only child.  They lived in a  
 working class neighborhood, comprised mainly of foreign  
 Jews.  She happened to be the only Jew in her school.   
 Her and her parents native tongue was Yiddish. 
 
2:27  Odette's family was not actively religious, they were  
 "cultural Jews", involved in the neighborhood and its  
 activities.  Her parents always knew what was going on  
 in the world through the paper and radio, and were  
 aware of what was going on. 
 
3:28  Odette was very close to her Aunts and Uncles.  When  
 she was five years old, her father volunteered and  
 joined the French army.  He joined the day after war  
 was declared.  Odette says 48% of the volunteers were  
 Jewish. 
 
4:54  Her father was told he would join a polish division of  
 the french army, all officers and no soldiers. 
   
6:29  The polish army was betrayed and given over to the  
 germans without even fighting, and then placed in  
 prison. 
   
7:39   Odette explained that France thought they could have  
 autonomy by turning over the Jews to Germany, and  
 receiving French prisoners in exchange. 
 
9:13  Odette's mother and other Jewish women joined the  
 resistance, providing help, safety, refuge,  
 communication, etc.  In the beginning they were not  
 armed, more concerned with communication. 
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11:19 In France, people didn't understand the situation.  At  
 first the German soldiers were polite and nice.  People  
 felt safe and didn't flee.  Gradually changes were  
 implemented, such as food rationing, and soon people  
 couldn't think about fleeing, they were caught up in  
 survival. 
 
12:56 It turned worse, the soldiers became rude and  
 offensive.  Concentration camps were set up in France,  
 like the ones in Germany.  Jews from the resistance who  
 had not yet been sent to the camps visited the camps to  
 provide medicine, information, etc.  In 1941 there were  
 functioning camps within France. 
   
14:24 Restrictions against the Jews began. 
 
16:07 Jews were excluded from all communication work, only 2%  
 of all teachers were allowed to be Jewish.  All in all,  
 about 20 restrictions were placed on the Jews.  Only 8  
 of the restrictions were from Germany, the remaining 12  
 were from France.  The restrictions came quickly and  
 included travel restrictions for Jews, curfews for  
 Jews, Jews were not allowed in public places, Jews were  
 not allowed to mix with the French, and Jews were not  
 allowed in stores or parks. 
 
18:42 Women who did not have jobs previously suffered the  
 most, they did not know what to do.  The hardest part  
 for the women was giving up their children so that the  
 children could be taken to safety. 
 
2:47  Odette was in the first grade when the restrictions  
 began.  She and other Jews older than 6 years had to  
 wear a yellow star on their clothing.  If you hid the  
 star, you were in serious  trouble.  Odette remembers a  
 lot of people disappearing. 
 
22:41 Other children, mostly Odette's classmates, became  
 violent, often beating her.  One time they forced her  
 head into the toilet.  Because of this abuse Odette had  
 to stay with the teacher and not with the other  
 children.  Adults  were usually more protective than  
 the children.  The children that abused her used to be  
 her friends.  This stunned her. 
 
24:58 Odette didn't wear the star for long time, but to her  
 it seemed like a long time.  When she wore it outside  
 she felt like a moving target. 
 
25:40 One time Odette walked to school she saw German  
 soldiers on the other side of the street.  She covered  
 her star, and then thought the Germans saw her do it.   
 Odette thought it was the end, but the soldiers just  
 laughed.  Behind Odette was a old Jewish woman, and the  
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 soldiers took her and dragged her through the sewers  
 just by her hair. 
  
27:47 If a Jew did not wear the yellow star, he or she was  
 taken away.  Some Jews did not wear it, but that was  
 considered extremely dangerous. 
  
29:45 Her mother often brought members of the resistance  
 movement home to talk.  Odette often overheard the  
 conversations.  Odette learned how to keep secrets.   
 Jewish children were given false identities among other  
 things.  The Jewish children developed a sense of  
 solidarity with their mothers, as most of the fathers  
 were gone. 
 
34:03 July of 1942, there was a surprise round up of Jews.   
 At dawn, the French police came.  They were merciless,  
 taking everyone including the old and children.  This  
 was the first time the police took children.  Odette  
 and her mother were saved by their downstairs neighbor,  
 who got them out of bed and hid them in her closet  
 downstairs in her apartment.  The neighbor was the  
 building manager, and she put on a show for the French  
 police, serving drinks, flattering them, telling the  
 police that Odette and her mother had left the country. 
  
37:49 The soldiers accepted the story and left.  Odette and  
 her mother were the only Jews left in the neighborhood  
 except for several across the courtyard. 
  
39:18 Her mother had a plan.  Odette was sent to the subway  
 with three other young Jewish girls.  From the subway  
 they rode to the train station, and took a train to a  
 village deep in the countryside.  Odette was with an  
 eight year old, two seven year olds (including  
 herself), and a two year old, as well as a female  
 escort. 
 
41:19 They were taken to a small house in a small town with a  
 seminary (no name for town given).  The house had a  
 meal ready and waiting for their arrival, and a yard  
 full of toys.  But the girls were placed in a room and  
 told to learn their new stories (identities) very well,  
 and then they could eat and play. 
 
43:41 Odette learned the sign of the cross, the Ave Maria,  
 etc. The three oldest girls were to be sent to convent  
 school.  The headmaster at the school was told that the  
 girls had suffered through a bombing and were  
 traumatized.  The girls were told by their escort not  
 to ask questions until they returned to the house, and  
 then to ask her.  It took two weeks for the girls to  
 become Catholic girls. 
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44:50 The first two weeks were hard, as Odette had trouble  
 grasping new concepts, especially that of the holy  
 trinity, the dove, and the concept of hell.  Odette  
 asked a lot of questions back at the house.  Odette  
 "loved" her experience, and thought everything was  
 great. 
  
46:26 Odette formed a friendship with the older girl that  
 lasted a lifetime.  The seven year old would always say  
 that if they died in their sleep, they would meet in  
 paradise.  But she would often wake up and open her  
 eyes and know that she had been dreaming and that she  
 wasn't in paradise. 
  
49:50 Eventually Odette was sent to an institution to learn  
 more.  Also, the fate of the little girl is discussed. 
  
52:07 Odette did have contact with her mother through letters  
 and one visit.  Then she and her mother together moved  
 to another village and assumed new identities. 
 
53:12 Her mother was taking care of herself with help from  
 the manager that had helped them earlier.  Odette then  
 describes her mother's work, saying it was dangerous. 
 
57:12 One of Odette's identities was an illegitimate French  
 child.  Sometimes she was beaten for being a bastard  
 child.  Odette then briefly describes life in several  
 villages (no names given), and once hiding with her  
 mother in a camp for Germans who were recovering form  
 injuries. 
 
1:02:04 Children sometimes tried to drown Odette because she  
 lived in a house where there had been a death and  
 thought she was  the cause.  She and her mother were  
 rescued by a Baron. 
   
1:04:57 She and her mother were saved from deportation by a  
 Baron, who was high up in the resistance.  They  
 remained under his protection, and Odette was enrolled  
 in the government school. 
 
1:08:21 Odette briefly describes school life, and then  
 liberation and the end of the war.  Odette returned to  
 her home with her mother and saw her manager.  Her  
 apartment was the same as it was  when she left.  Then  
 her father came back in July of 1945. 
  
1:13:36   Her father was found by the Red Cross, and then taken  
 to the border, where he found his way back home. 
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