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Q. THIS IS JERRY MOSS OF THE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT FOR

HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS AND TODAY IS SUNDAY FEBRUARY 4TH 1990

AND WE ARE IN THE JEWISH HOME FOR THE PARENTS

A. Jewish Parents yes.

Q. JEWISH PARENTS HOME IN OAKLAND CALIFORNIA AND WE ARE

INTERVIEWING ESTHER ROTER R-O-T-E-R. HI ESTHER.

A. Yeah.

Q. CAN WE BEGIN BY YOU TELLING US WHEN YOU WERE BORN

A. When am born

Q. YEAH.

A. Iainborninlgo5.

Q. 1905

A. February.

Q. FEBRUARY OF 1905. WHAT DAY IN FEBRUARY

A. 25.

Q. OH SO YOU HAVE BIRTHDAY COMING UP SOON

A. Uh-huh.

Q. SO FEBRUARY 25TH YOU WILL BE 85 YEARS OLD THEN

A. Yeah.

Q. OH MAZEL TOy.

A. Thank you very much but Im not happy with my age.

Q. OH.
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A. Because suffer lot. cannot breath cannot talk

and it hurts me here very much and Im weak.

Q. WELL WE WISH YOU THE BEST. ARE THESE AILMENTS BECAUSE

OF JUST GETTING OLD OR WAS IT ANYTHING BECAUSE OF THE WAR

A. dont know dont know wish know. Even the

doctor doesnt know.

Q. SO NOW YOU WERE BORN IN POLAND YOU SAID

A. Born in Poland yes.

Q. IN LUBLIN

A. No its not far from Lublin.

Q. OH.

A. Its resort.

Q. UH-HtJH.

A. And its called Grasnovid.

Q. AND DO YOU KNOW HOW TO SPELL THAT

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE She understands Grasnovid.

Q. GRASNOVID.

A. Yes.

Q. G-R-A-S--N-O-V-I-D. AND IS IT NEAR WARSAW OR IS IT NEAR

KRAXOW

A. No. It is near Lublin.

Q. YEAH. YEAH IM NOT FAMILIAR WITH THAT. OKAY YOU SAY

IT WAS RESORT TOWN

A. Yes.

Q. Was it near

A. My aunt she was it was her place and was born over
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there and after was on there didnt want anymore to stay

in the little town so was going too much.

Q. SEE. NOW WHEN YOU WERE GROWING UP YOU LIVED WITH

YOUR PARENTS

A. When grow up

Q. YES.

A. You mean in Poland

Q. YES IN POLAND.

A. Yeah.

Q. HOW MANY BROTHERS AND SISTERS DID YOU HAVE

A. Oh had lot they passed away all of them.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. remember had three brothers in Poland and two

sisters.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. But they passed away. They passed away in Poland.

Q. DURING THE WAR

A. Yeah. They take them away.

Q. YEAH. NOW WAS THERE --

A. had one brother -- two brothers they survived and they

passed away.

Q. UI-I-HUH. OH GREAT.

A. But now one passed away one had stroke and he lived

in Israel.

Q. UHHUH. WAS THERE LOT OF JEWISH PEOPLE IN YOUR TOWN

WHEN YOU GREW UP
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A. Yes it was it was.

Q. UH-HUH. AND DID YOU GO TO THATUR

A. Huh

Q. DID YOU GO TO HEBREW SCHOOL DID YOU STUDY HEBREW

A. Huh-uh.

Q. DID YOU SPEAK YIDDISH

A. Yiddish yes. My best language Yiddish.

Q. AND POLISH AND POLISH

A. Huh

Q. AND YOU SPOKE POLISH TOO

A. Yes.

Q. UH-HUH. AND DID YOUR .FAMILY GO TO SYNAGOGUE

A. Yes it was very formal.

Q. OH.

A. In Poland

Q. YEAH. VERY FORMAL.

A. Very.

Q. UH-HUH. KOSHER HOME

A. Huh

Q. YOUR MOTHER KEPT KOSHER

A. Yes all of us very kosher too much.

Q. OKAY.

A. Then was older and started to read and this and this

and so didnt like it more.

Q. UH-HUH. WHAT DID YOUR FATHER DO FOR LIVING WHAT WAS

HIS OCCUPATION
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A. My father In Poland

Q. YES.

A. Well he was traveled take people to one town to

another one and this was his living.

Q. AND HOW DID HE TRANSPORT THE PEOPLE DID HE HAVE WAGON

OR A--

A. Yes wagon and two si

Q. HORSES

A. Horses.

Q. OKAY. OH SO HE WAS IN THE TRAVEL BUSINESS

A. Huh

Q. HE WAS IN THE TRAVEL BUSINESS

A. Yeah.

Q. SO WAS HE OUT OF TOWN LOT HE WAS AWAY FROM HOME LOT

A. Yes each day he had some people to go to Crashinobro to

Samosh to Tomosho

Q. SEE. AUSSTEDTLS

A. Yeah.

Q. AND WERE HIS CUSTOMERS WERE THE PEOPLE THAT HE USED TO

TRAVEL TAXE WERE THEY JEWISH OR GENTILE OR BOTH

A. No mostly Jewish.

Q. MOSTLY JEWISH. AND THE PEOPLE THAT HE TOOK WERE THEY

BUSINESSMEN WERE THEY GOING FROM --

A. This dont know really. Yeah businessmen hed go

from one town to another one to buy merchandise.

Q. YES. AND IN YOUR TOWN IN YOUR STEDTL WHERE YOU GREW
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UP WAS THERE MARKET DAY

A. What

Q. DID YOU HAVE CERTAIN DAY OF THE WEEK THEY CALLED MARKET

DAY

A. Yes on Tuesday.

Q. ON TUESDAY.

A. People come from the province bringing butter cheese

onions potatoes and the people bought from them.

Q. AND DID YOU USED TO GO SHOPPING THERE MARKET DAYS

A. Yes.

Q. UH-HUH. WAS THAT LIKE BIG SOCIAL EVENT FOR YOU

A. Huh

Q. WAS THAT BIG SOCIAL EVENT MEAN DID YOU GO THERE TO

MEET FRIENDS AND THAT KIND OF THING

A. Huh-uh.

Q. NO

A. No. was busy was working.

Q. OH YOU WERE WORKING

A. Uh-huh

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE At the spa.

MR. MOSS What

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE At the spa.

MR. MOSS Oh okay.

Q. OH YOU WORKED AT THE SPA

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Health center.

Q. YOU USED TO WORK AT THE HEALTH CENTER
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A. Where

Q. AT THE SPA

A. Spa yes. My aunt she has over there place where she

keeps people that come from other towns to there in

summertime for people to enjoy sick people when they come

over there. And this was remember.

Q. UH-HUH. AND WHAT ABOUT IN THE WINTERTIME

A. In the wintertime in the wintertime stayed home and

worked with my mother help out to cook and to clean the

house part of the time and was going to school little

bit yeah.

Q. AND WHAT KIND OF SCHOOL DID YOU GO TO WAS IT POLISH

SCHOOL

A. Yes Polish school.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. It was very bad Polish.

Q. IT WAS BAD

A. The Polish people were while was going to school

all of them were bad.

Q. IN WHAT WAY

A. They hit us.

Q. OH THE ANTISEMITISM.

A. Yeah they pinched us did not like the Jewish people.

Q. YEAH. THE STUDENTS

A. The students.

Q. YEAH. WHAT ABOUT THE TEACHERS DID THEY --
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A. The teachers also the teachers were not always in the

class.

Q. YES. WAS THEREA LOT OF JEWISH STUDENTS IN THE SCHOOL

A. Not so much because the village age Jewish people were

going to synagogue over there to learn Hebrew so they cannot

come to Hydah into the school the Hydah

Q. HYDAH

A. Hydah

Q. YEAH. YOU DIDNT GO TO THE HYDAH

A. No. had private teacher that come to my home and my

mother paid him and he had learned me how to and

everything he do the so know to read Hebrew not Hebrew

Yiddish.

Q. YES. BUT YOU WENT TO THE SYNAGOGtJERIGHT ON SHABBES YOU

WENT TO THE SYNAGOGUE

A. Sometimes on the holidays.

Q. YES. AND YOU KNEW HOW TO READ HEBREW

A. Yeah it is Yiddish.

Q. YES. SO YOU SAID YOU MOVED AWAY FROM POLAND WHEN YOU

WERE 19 YEARS OLD

A. 19 years old yes.

Q. SO THAT WAS IN 1924

A. Huh

Q. THE YEAR WAS 1924

A. Yeah.

Q. UH-HUH. WELL LET ME ASK YOU YOU WERE IN POLAND DURING
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WORLD WAR THE FIRST WORLD WAR

A. No. Maybe when was very little.

Q. UH-HUH OKAY SO YOU DONT REMEMBER

A. dont remember that.

Q. OKAY.

A. remember the cutrock passed our house and they hit

my father they cut us in the it was the Russians.

Q. UH-HUH. WHY DID YOUR FAMILY MOVE TO BELGIUM

A. My family didnt move to --

Q. OH YOU JUST MOVED

A. I-
Q. OH ON YOUR OWN

A. Affirmative nod.

Q. OH.

A. Because had fiance.

Q. OH.

A. was 19 years old of mine he passed away one night.

And so he was taken to military and he desert he didnt want

to go to military because Jewish people didnt like it and so

he was going to Belgium. And after when go up was going

to Belgium when was married there married to him.

Q. WELL LET NE ASK YOU AFTER WORLD WAR DID YOUR CITY --

IT USED TO BE POLAND DID IT BECOME PART OF RUSSIA

A. dont remember this.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. dont know.
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Q. OKAY. SO ANYHOW YOU MOVED TO BELGIUM AND YOU GOT

MARRI ED

A. Yeah.

Q. AND YOUR WHOLE FAMILY STAYED IN POLAND

A. In Poland.

Q. UH-HUH OKAY. AND GUESS THAT WAS PRETTY EXCITING

TIME FOR YOU HUH

A. When

Q. IN BELGIUM. IT WAS EXCITING

A. Yeah it was. liked it my fiance we had the best and

we had child together. It was okay.

Q. YOU HAD ONE CHILD

A. Yeah my first.

Q. DAUGHTER GIRL

A. Yeah girl.

Q. GIRL. AND --

A. She was six years old when the Germans take the babies of

the Jewish people and then -- in Belgium took them to the

concentration camp and gave her away to priest to

galla and he -- priest

Q. PRIEST.

A. Yeah. And he gets her to Catholic school and thats

how she survived. And just maybe year ago she passed away.

Q. SHE PASSED AWAY YEAR AGO

A. Yeah.

Q. OH OKAY.
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A. And she left me three beautiful children in Florida they

live.

Q. OH. DID SHE MARRY JEWISH MAN

A. Yeah.

Q. UH-HUH OKAY.

A. Hes Jewish.

Q. WHEN WAS YOUR DAUGHTER BORN

A. dont remember.

Q. BUT IF THE NAZI YOU SAID SHE WAS SIX YEARS OLD WHEN

THE GERMANS TOOK HER AWAY

A. Yes that remember.

Q. SO THEY PROBABLY TOOK HER AWAY AROUND 1940 OR SO SO SHE

MUST HAVE BEEN BORN AROUND 1934.

A. Maybe. Why is this so important Isit

Q. NO.

A. To talk to have something to ask.

Q. CAN YOU DESCRIBE WHAT IT WAS LIKE WHEN THE NAZIS CAME TO

BELGIUM

A. When the Nazis come to Belgium

Q. YES.

A. In the first years they was okay with the Jewish people

but after they started to take away everything that the

Jewish people had. They take away the they close the

doors and that was finished and they take away everything the

Jewish people had and they were going to -- to place in

Belgium and it was very then it was maybe hundred
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people Jewish people taken they send us to the concentration

camp.

Q. DO YOU KNOW THE NAME OF THE CONCENTRATION CAMP

A. Yeah first was Maline then was taken then was

taken from Belgium to to camp it was Maline

Q. MALINE

A. Near Appsburg

Q. OH NEAR APPSBURG

A. Near Appsburg

Q. Okay.

A. Then after lot of people Jewish people they send

us to the concentration camp. And was in Auschwitz

Q. AUSCHWITZ.

A. and Chekoslovakaj and in Chekoslovakaj was

liberated.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE And dont --

MR. MOSS CHEKOSLOVAKAI DONT KNOW THAT.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE And there you -- what did you say

MR. MOSS WAS LIBERATED.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Was liberated okay.

Q. YOU WERE LIBERATED IN CHEKOSLOVAKAI

A. Yes. And the Russians were coming over there and they

liberated us. They opened the door and they said we can go

so we must go. Then come to Belgium back to the Retkoffs

and they was going come back and everything and they

come back and the Retkoffs take me with them and there find
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my daughter. started the but now Im very sick and Im

not happy with my life.

Q. WHAT ABOUT YOUR HUSBAND WAS HE IN THE CAMPS TOO WITH

YOU

A. Yes my first husband was in the camp and my second

husband was also in the camp.

Q. WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR FIRST HUSBAND

A. He was dead he died in the concentration camp.

Q. IN THE CAMP.

A. He come with me together to Auschwitz and didnt hear

more from him.

Q. OKAY. AND HOW DID YOU MEET YOUR SECOND HUSBAND

A. My second husband Then we was in Belgium and place

that he was meals and place to sleep over actually.

And drove there once come in and ask who is from Belgium.

say am from Belgium. And him and me talked and he

passed away five years my husband because it was low in

Belgium these people would come back from the concentration

camp could not their marriage for four or five years and so

was waiting married. And he adopted my daughter and he

was very nice. But after he had stroke and he passed away

last year.

Q. LAST YEAR.

A. Here he was in the home.

Q. IN THE HOME

A. Yeah.
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Q. WHEN DID YOU LEAVE BELGIUM

A. Huh

Q. WHEN DID YOU LEAVE BELGIUM

A. Belgium to the concentration camp

Q. NO NO AFTER THE WAR. AFTER -- FIVE YEARS AFTER THE

WAR YOU GOT MARRIED IN BELGIUM

A. Yeah.

Q. AND THEN DID YOU COME TO THE UNITED STATES

A. No think in 40 50 come to the United States.

Q. tJH-HUH TO SAN FRANCISCO RIGHT AWAY OR LOS ANGELES OR --

A. No to San Francisco.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. No to Los Angeles because my husband had brother and

he went lived over there in Los Angeles come and we were

not far to him.

Q. UH-HUH. DID YOU HAVE ANY OTHER CHILDREN

A. had my son with the second marriage.

Q. WITH THE SECOND HUSBAND.

A. Yeah. Hes lawyer and very nice boy. And he had

child and hes four years old.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. And my brothers children was is older one is

dentist he is maybe 36 one would like to be an actor he is

maybe 24 and the girl is Rachel no Rebecca shes the

All of them are in Florida with their father And the

husband to my daughter.
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Q. YEAH. WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST HUSBANDS NAME

A. My first husband that died in the concentration canip

Q. YEAH WHAT WAS HIS NAME

A. He was Daniel Englestein

Q. DANIEL --

A. Englestein

Q. ENGLESTEIN

Q. OKAY. AND YOUR SECOND HUSBANDS NAME WHAT WAS HIS NAME

A. Hirsch Roter.

Q. HIRSCH

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Hirsch

Q. HIRSCH H-E -- H-I-R-S-C-H GUESS. AND YOUR

DAUGHTER FROM THE FIRST MARRIAGE WHAT WAS HER NAME

A. She was the no Rochelle.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Rochelle

Q. RACHEL

A. Yeah.

Q. RACHEL.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Rachel.

Q. AND THEN YOUR SON FROM THE SECOND MARRIAGE WHAT IS HIS

NAME

A. He is Isaiah.

Q. ISAIAH

A. Roter.

Q. ROTER. AND HE LIVED IN SAN FRANCISCO

A. Hes lawyer.
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Q. YEAH HES LAWYER. AND HE LIVES IN SAN FRANCISCO

A. Yeah he has his office in San Francisco but his

residence is in Berkeley the home.

Q. AN YEAH HE LIVES IN BERKELEY.

A. think the letters and everything come to him because he

arranged everything.

Q. OH FOR THE HOME HERE

A. Yeah. He pays the rent and everything.

Q. OH OKAY. DO YOU RECEIVE ANY REPARATIONS FROM GERMANY

A. Yes had little bit of pension little bit of

pension dont remember how much. How much you can ask

it in the office they know.

Q. OH.

A. If you need it.

Q. NO NO NO NO JUST -- IS THERE ANY EXPERIENCES THAT

YOUD LIKE TO TALK ABOUT IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS

A. Oh its lot its lot. can only tell that am

not happy there were much Jewish people people passed away.

Q. YEAH IT WAS TERRIBLE.

A. And survived. What you can do

Q. NOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR PARENTS AND YOUR

BROTHERS AND SISTERS WERE THEY PUT IN --

A. No dont know nothing dont know nothing about

them.

Q. UH-HUH.

A. know only one brother was survived only he was in
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Russia in Poland and he was in Israel he had talking

hes sick but hes alive.

Q. HES ALIVE NoW

A. Yeah.

Q. HAVE YOU VISITED HIM IN ISRAEL HAVE YOU BEEN VISITING

HIM

A. Yes before before come sick yes saw him and he

was okay too and now hes little younger than me and his

wife

Q. AND DID HE KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO YOUR FAMILY

A. No. They pass away they -- they -- they killed them.

Q. AND HE WAS ABLE TO ESCAPE HE RAN AWAY

A. Yeah and they to Russia and they were looking over

there and they was going with ship to Israel.

Q. UH-HUH.

MR. MOSS Are there any questions you wanted to ask

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE WELL CAN YOU TELL ME CAN YOU TELL US

WHEN YOU WERE IN THE CAMPS WERE YOU FORCED TO WORK IN THE

CAMPS

A. Yeah very hard yeah very hard.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE WHAT WERE YOU DOING

A. What are we doing

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE YEAH.

A. We was making the line it was not to go direct then come

from Poland to concentration camp and so we make to let

them when they come back in the in the train they were
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going direct to the gas compound. We cutted the stones and

very hard.

Q. THE STONES -- YOU CUT STONES

A. Yeah.

Q. UH-HUH.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE WAS ANYONE THAT YOU KNEW WITH YOU IN THE

CAMPS

A. Who

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE PEOPLE THAT YOU KNEW IN THE CAMPS WITH

YOU OR WAS IT ALL PEOPLE YOU DIDNT KNOW

A. No dont know. never saw somebody while was in the

concentration camp here or someplace else.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE AND AFTER THE WAR YOU GOT YOUR DAUGHTER

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE AND HOW OLD WAS SHE
A. In this time

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE YES.

A. think she was maybe 12.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE AND HOW DID YOU FEEL WHEN YOU FOUND HER
A. Oh was very happy and the police was wanting that

she go over to Christians say no everything in my life
then can thank you what he was doing because he risked his

life because they didnt love to take away Jewish people. But

to give her to another religion no never and so he said

okay and suffered and she was okay.
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UNIDENTIFIED VOICE DID THE RED CROSS HELP YOU TO FIND OR

JEWISH AGENCY HELP YOU TO FIND YOUR DAUGHTER

A. Yeah.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE AND SHE WAS STILL IN BELGIUM

A. Yeah she was still in Belgium.

Q. WHEN YOU RETURNED TO BELGIUM WERE YOU ABLE TO MOVE BACK

INTO YOUR HOME OR HAD IT BEEN CONFISCATED

A. Oh no couldnt come back to my home the Red Cross

helped us to get home there to stay and to take my child to

the -- to the place that she was and to be with her. That is

how started my life.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Are there still Jewish people in Belgium

in the place where you live now

A. dont know. How can know am here and they are

over there.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Did you ever go back

A. Huh

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE Did you go back to Belgium since youve

been in the United States

A. Oh yes two times.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE And what was it like when you went back

A. Not good not good Jewish people didnt like it to stay

over there because the Russian was not better than Hitler to

the Jewish people.

Q. GUESS WEVE ASKED YOU ALL THE QUESTIONS WE CAN THINK

OF. IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE YOU WANTED TO SAY
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A. No no have lot to say but dont know because

aui sick.

Q. WELL WE THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME MRS. ROTER.

A. Okay. And thank you too.

Q. HOPE YOURE FEELING BETTER.

A. Thanks.


