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Name of interviewee: Cohn, Dora 
 
Date of interview: 8/7/1996 
 
Summary: Dora Cohn was born on November 17, 1936 in Krakow, Poland, to 
Osais and Faiga Fishbine (her mother’s maiden name was Halpern).  Dora grew 
up in Crossnaw and lived in a mansion.  Her father came from a very wealthy 
family.  Dora’s memories of Crossnaw are hazy, but she does remember being a 
very young child and moving to Ivanitz-Strewee, where her father built a hotel 
and store.  Soon after the family moved to Ivanitz-Strewee, World War II began.  
Dora remembers the sounds of the bombing raids by the Germans. 
  
Before the Nazis began hunting for Jews, Dora’s family rented a room in a house 
of non-Jewish Polish people.  The family thought that the Polish people could 
help them hide from the Germans.  One time the Germans came to the house 
and saw Dora; they did not take her away, but they did take her favorite coat that 
she was wearing at the time.  She remembers that this made her very unhappy.  
From this point on, Dora vomited every time she saw a German, even after the 
war ended. 
  
Later, Dora and her family were taken to the Riminov ghetto.  Riminov was fairly 
close to Crossnaw, Dora’s hometown.  After awhile, her grandmother secured 
safer housing for the family.  One day, however, when the family was in the 
house, Dora’s father came into the house yelling, "The Germans are here . . . 
RUN!"  The family ran to another city called Janka.  In Janka they found a small 
house in the middle of the forest.  At this time, Dora notes that she was still a 
very young child, probably around four years old.  One day, when the Germans 
came to the forest, her father told the family that they must lie face down on the 
ground and make no noise.  They heard Germans running all around them, but 
were never caught. 
  
Soon after this occurrence, Osais and Faiga decided that they must go to the 
ghetto in Crossnaw.   They did not want Dora to go and reluctantly sent her to a 
woman named Villcova, a laundress.  Another, a Mrs. Donoyevsky, soon 
replaced this woman.  A while later, Dora was taken to Wallacamborshka, where 
she was reunited with her parents.  They lived together for a few months, but 
then decided that it was too risky for Dora’s sake, as they desperately did not 
want her to get caught.  She was able to hide successfully for the rest of the war. 
  
After liberation, Dora and her family moved to Venezuela and were accepted as 
citizens.  Some time later, Dora left Venezuela on her own to attend Columbia 
University in the United States.  Dora’s father died in 1959 and her mother died in 
1979. 
  
Dora moved to California in 1974, and has been here ever since.  She is married, 
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and has two children. 
  
Later in life, Dora discovered a book that her mother wrote about all of the events 
that took place in Dora’s young life.  In the book, her mother noted the fact that 
Mrs. Donoyevsky did not treat Dora well, and only continued to hide her because 
of the constant flow of money from the parents.  At another point, however, 
Dora’s mother writes that Mrs. Donoyevsky was actually good to Dora; Dora 
does not know what to make of this. 
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