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Name of interviewee:  Barasch, Herb 
 
Date of interview:  11/8/1990 
 
Summary: Herbert was born Herbert Katz Vel Barasch on 01/08/37 in Vienna, 
Austria.  He lived with his parents, Miriam and Samuel.  Miriam worked as a 
seamstress for a shirt manufacturer.  Both Herbert's parents came from religious 
families, and Herbert remembers Jewish life before the war. Herbert's parents 
decided to move the family from the German Reich, after the annexation of 
Vienna.  They went to relatives in Antwerp, Belgium, where they stayed for 
several years.  For a while, Herbert's parents worked in the Yeshiva in Antwerp.  
Later they were sent to a work camp, Bergen mine, where the adults mined coal.  
In 1941, the family went to Brussels where Herbert's father got a job working for 
the Germans; this guaranteed the family safety from arrest.  However, Herbert 
and his mother were rounded up in October of 1942 and sent to a police station.  
They would have been deported to a concentration camp that evening, but 
fortunately, his father was able to get his employer to help free them. 
         Very soon after this, Herbert's parents made arrangements for the 
underground to hide their son.  They were helped by an organization called the 
Jewish Committee, as well as non-Jewish partisans.  He was put into a Catholic 
church orphanage outside of Brussels (in La Van), where he lived with several 
hundred other boys, an unknown number of whom were Jewish.  During this 
time, his parents were hiding in the basement of two Belgian sisters, Gabby and 
Maria Bevernage.  Herbert was moved periodically as the Germans became 
more persistent in finding hidden children.  Herbert describes life in the 
orphanage, the fear of discovery by the Germans that he felt even at such a 
young age, and says he became rather indoctrinated with the Catholic religion.  
During this time, he was aware of the war but he did not know any specifics 
about what was happening to the Jews all over Europe. 
          In 1945, after the war ended, his parents searched for him and found 
where he had been staying.  The family went back to Brussels, and Herbert 
continued to go to church for months (he eventually came back to the Jewish 
religion).  Herbert also spent between four to six weeks at a camp run by the 
Jewish Committee, for children who had survived the war.  At this camp the kids 
were rehabilitated (he got lots of food, exercise, etc.).  Then he entered a public 
school in Brussels, where he still experienced anti-Semitism, especially from one 
teacher (who his parents eventually got fired).  In 1948, the family moved to the 
United States.  Herbert wanted to go to Palestine, but his parents thought that 
the United States would provide more opportunities for a better life.  They sailed 
to New York and then took the train to San Francisco.  The family had relatives 
there, who helped them with housing.  Herbert experienced very little anti-
Semitism in San Francisco.  He went to school and eventually married Serene.  
They have two children, Adam and Larry.   
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