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STOF TARPE.  WETLL START AT THE HARD RPART: WHERE

BORM AND WHAT WHAT IT WAZ THEN.

And Y nams 1g
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P January 3lst of 19349,

&, CAaM YO TELL M A LITTLE BIT AROUT YOUR FAMILY?T

CBIBLINGE, THE MAME OF A FARENT, WHERE THEY WERE FROM?

&, Wall, I should go back one step farther becsuse my

I

grandfather was Amserican. He came Lo this country argund the

- on
.

turn of the century. And then hs went back to marry his
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and he got stuck, and then he had ssven

children., My father was about the middle of the range. Hy

father married my mother sbout 1930, and my sister was born

in 1231. Sp she’s seven vears older than I am. There were
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WHAT WERE YOUR PARENTS® MAME

SISTER'S NAME?

<&

name
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ftame

2 AMD SHE AGH BREIA

A, Eriar.

&, TELL ME A LITTLE BIT AROUT F
LIFE. WHAT DID YOUR FATHER DO?  WHAT ¥

_0/¥YOU LIVE IN? DID YOU GO TO A (SHUEL)?
i&//
DAILY LIFE, THE QUALITY OF LIFE?

course, I'm o too young

a

because the War came when I was five v

4

rememer 15

S AMD WHAT ITZ v

\

MILY

OF

IND

WHAT KIND?  WHA

krinw very much ab
sars old., But wh

We went to the tewpls reguelarly, althouvahn I don'it think
rnecessarily every Friday. When I staved with my grandp
== which was ogften -~ viho lived in a small villags in
Hungary, I remembesr going to tewmple just about svery ni
I remember wostly the religious haliday celabrations, ©

meals, soms ot the decorstions, some of the singing,
about all I can remenbszr befors the war.

. DID YOI HAVE RELATIVES THAT CAME FOR HOLIDAYS
DID YOU HAVE AN EXTENDED FAMILY, ORF WAS IT FRETTY CONTA
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Mo, 1t was a large family.

brothers and sisters, who regularly vi

Iy 4ather had six
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he could o

he often
{(Yudie) was my
didn’ .

He

Frim.

Saw

then my

said from Rus

NEVERr 281
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HARFENED?

day or

@t put of i, o when hes letih, he had to
the morning. And he didn’t want to wabke

berauss
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motheaer in his

sia, "I wisgh I had wobksn (Yudis) up.”

And

. WUHAT HAFPEMED TO HIM?

n We don’ i

0 docunentation as

from &
cold, 1t was wintsr
Istters.
Frim wh

package {fron

But T dontt think i

it up to appear lik
And the 1
unit

from ths labor

He

was very sad.

had =

sid good-bve, and that’s the last tims I
Mnow. He was taken to FHussia, and wse have
ES

Lo what happsnsd. Heg disappeared. We

ome pfficials that he disappeared, It was
in Russia. He wrotse us a nunbsre of
zant him lots of packagess. There uas &

ich had a birthday

L mame from him. mother

my

& it came from him.

thing we heard, onse of his colleagues

= came back) and he said that wy father

wionder+ul lsather coat, and
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becauvss -~ pnot be
the pocksis were

the last wes heard
. WHEMT

] The las
G CAM YOU
A, I don't
asi her, but I do
G WHAT HA

ware more and ngr

story that,

shtart ths businss
a whils, we wers

Mostly from Ameri

Budapsst, uwhich w

bombings. So my

grandparents who

B

o bs sate. So I

I

1
I

till mid 1944,

G, WHAT WA

BUSINESS THAT you

Mianm

SUS

frnd 1L very cold, and b

ravss the coat was stolsn, but
picturass of me and wy sistsr. And
¢ 50 I assume he frozs to death.

L owe heard from him was in 1743,
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that’s

Fomt

vt pemeEnber,
FIREMED 7O YOUR FAMILY AFTER YOUR FATHE®R

hings were awful,

2 harsh. It's an interssting sort
s2 my +tather lost his job, mwmy
5. #And she bescams very successful.

nretiy well off. But

the bombing

Air Force, frnd 1t wasn’t sate

can

as & big uffering most of t

mother sent me down to live with

Y

Tived in a small village which was

lived there from, I would gusss, =a
3 THE NAME OF THE VILLAGE, AND WHAT

& STARTED?

z of the village is (Euiftarhairtoau

ot ironid
had o

o v o
Larted,

supnosed

rly 194
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£Y, and
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my wmobther was

making ladies 1in

&, AMD WHAT HAPPEMED WHILE YOU WERE LIVING WITH YO
GRANDPARENTE?  WHAT WAL IT LIEE?

A I felt sate there. Life was very nuch liks I
remsnber from previous vacations. Small villags, very mo
nome, lots of animals. It was fun, until the Germans cems

1749, . And shortly
and there were very

serions restrict

stars that we ha
was graat fun.

remember 1

17y

LA

fﬁkiﬁga
" Eut then
o arn
was rescusdg
taker to

two.

&L, WHER

bout

Well,

continuation to

(; don’t

remnemnber,

I remsmber when my

I

Iy

dparents were guits concerned,

middles

AMD TELL HME

it,

&

Jews.

3!

grandmother made un the firs

Lo weasr on our clothes, and 1

felt very spesgial, I qusss 1 I
some yellow tablecloths she bhad, and

My, we could make lots of stars oub o

heoame scary. I could sas that my

Arnd 1t was close
from fthe village the day besfore all the Isus
v o few came bhack. Mavbe one or

THAT?
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married to a very nice gentlemen, a Christian man, callsd

Do

frnd my mothsr asiksd e, {(Barramissa) to
KL A8 L
crause shne heard about the rumors of the

came down to (E4tahart) to the villaas

orn & train, And he nrstended bthat

smugaled me oul of the village into the frain. &nd he bk

under some coats. : s

P

It as a long traln ride. And
soldisrs coming bthrovoh the train looking for Jews. fAnd one
ot them poked the bavonst righit throuwgh the coat, and I

remenber sesing the knife going right in fr

(: So it was sxoiting. And me got me back o Budapssi. And the

reasons 1t7s intsresting, because I lost touch with

vears agoi but recently, through sowme

of the Jewish

noies, I was able

his daughtsr, And we started corresponding again.,  I'm

hoping to help them because they are in pretty bed shape.

Ard. also I have written recently fto (Yelvetsham) to suggest
his nams as ons of the rishteous gentiles.

G WHAT 15 HIS WIDOW'™S MNAM
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ééy £ The widow’s nams is (Mary Barnamissal, and shs had
twg dauvghters, one of whom lives in England, T think. The

¢, other ones recently wrote to wme. Her nameg is (Dotitia Vanny)
and T know her from her nickname Dotti. She’s about my age,

(\ and we wers friends. %o it's going to be interestine

A gy
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pErhaps mest with her a

{OW WHEN YQU GOT BACK
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AL T don’t remsmbsr very much of the next fsw months,.

However, I Enow that wmost of Lhe Jews weres taken from Lheir

homess and pul into the ghetlto. Where we lived,

building was right at the sdge ths ghetto. (It was just

A pm

nutside. And remenber thal we weres

P

ould take us aslsp. The custodian of the building was a
member of the (airocross) which was the fascist, Hungarian
fascist organization. And my mother kept paving her off in
jewelry and things not to report ws, that we were nobt in the

ghettio where we were suppossd to be. But I know

geitting more and mors scary.

There wars ceritain sdceplted people in Hongary who
were protectsd by a friendly aovernmsnt or a neutral
gqovernment, such as the Walanburg) passporis that you know

about. Those were Swedish grotechted people who wsre pot into

certain apartment buildings which were designated as Zwedigh

protected houses. There wers also Swiss profscied housss,
and there were Zpanish protected houses. Since we had

relatives in Spain, which was a very frisndly country to the
Pris, we ragussted immigration to Spaini and we recsived

b m pu
passports which ensbhled us fto get into a Spanish protecied

houss.
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Mow these protzoitsd housss were probtect

and rouvgher, as more and more

[ — e de - - I oy v g e n, oo oo pa, s < - 3 A fong e g
fascists: and this was sort of 2 hisrarch te them, Firsi

they we noved into a
"~ P T - o - rom o, b =, T o9 o= nd “ = I N N oS N P
Spanish protescted house wihsre we lived with a bdngh of othsr

neopls. I mean there were like twenty

under vary poor conditions.  We had wvery 1ittie Lo P

heat and no privacy. Bubl we were relatively sate. Ve of
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s knew bhat the Jews werse regularly taken and sxecuied

A 1ot of my tamily were killed during that time.

O YOURE FaMiILy,

to concentration canps.

A Most of them were ta
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o maybe thirly people,

5ot owy family weres takern, and mavbe ithree
returnsd.
e, A5 A CHILD, DID YOU KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON7

A I knew soms of the thinas thet were acing on.

E
L)

mear I knew that I wmas in grave dangsr. I knew I was in

agrave dander bscause I was a Jsw. I knew that osople w
getting killed all around me. I saw bodies piled up., Thet's

about 211 I krow.



& YOU SAaY SOME BODIES WERE PILED UPR.
THE GHETTO?

AL Inside, outside, Dboith. I remsmber
synaaooue bullding in Hungary, 7!

they had the bodises pilsed up ti
ive this way and then ve this way then
I rewmember the smell more than anything 2lse.
&, WERE THOBE PECPLE WHO HAD BEEN ZTAR
WHO HAD BEEW EXECUTED?
(A I don™t know.
&, MOW WHAT HAFFENED, T GO BACK & LIT
GRAMDFARENTS?  YOU LEFT THEIR HOUSE IN THE VI

15

ARFERE

HAFF D TG THER?
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they werse talen fuschwil

wexlt dav.

@.  AMD WAS YOUR SISTER WITH YOU, OF WA

AL Mo, shs was with my mother “he was sort
hero of the ftamily Decause she was at the time maybh
old, but she was the one that got us the Spanish pa

she was the one who would o ouls

EN

very dangerous 1o go and would gst
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was a tough little girl. She still is.
G, HOW DID ZHE GET THE FAFPERES?
. Well, there was sowme corrsspondence bDeiwsen us
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papers going back and forith; bubt I don’t know whal was

involved in getiting the papsrs.

&, MO, TELL ME A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE SFANISH HOUSE,
BECAUSE I DONTT KMOW ANYTHIMG AROUT IT. WHAT SPECIFICALLY DO
YOU REMEMBER? WHAT & DAY WAES LIKE THERE, WHAT HAPPENED?  WHAT

WAL LIFE LIHET WHOQ WRULD COME?

AL Mostly Hungarians, Hungsrian fasciests of the
fairotasisl, who were the real scum of Lthe earth, of the

toweast classes, who wers in it basically because they hated

I vemember, for sxample, one day

<
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the backyard of the protected house wilh some of my friends.
Ard in the next building, which was & Swiss-protected house,
were some of our friends who we would play with normally.
Ard that particular day they came and took thsm, and I
remenber waving to my friends who were being pushed by ithess

(airofasts) with their guns. And one of them thraw me a
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nember the papsr was wrappsd sround & battery
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for weight, and I remember picking it up and

et

don’ it ramembesr what it said on the nots.
Another thing I remembsr, that across the street
from us lived a friend of ours, also, I think, in a protected

house. And oneg day I wanted to go and visit her, but it was
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illegal for me to go out on the put
anyway, I figured, just go across. And as I to her
houses, I frisd to open ii. It was locked, and I was ferribl

Arnd I was

and trving to opsn it. And along came 2 littls Doy, my a

Jew, here’s a Jew, Anag T711

Fr . I I got away. I don®t remenbsr. I just
rememizer the fpiabb, What 1 rememnbsr most is

wasn't mnuch food, that we weres always surroundsd by Iots of

the people, and thers was bombs falling all ths Ltims.

spent a 1ot of time undsr ground in &

1w

gnement, which was

protection from the bombs., That’s about a1l I can rsmembsr,

£, WHAT WAS 17T LIKE? DID THEY EVER RAID YOUR HOUSE?

A, Mot in the protscted house. There werse raids in
our original apartment buildings, and I remewmber them taii

peaple away. And I don’t know why they didn’t take us.

. WHAT ELSE DO YOU REMEMBER FROM THE FERIOD In EI

i
P

THE SFANISH HOUSE 0OR RBEFORE THE SRANISH HOUSE ABOUT

B

RESTRICT

o

ONS OR INCIMDENTE THAT LEFT A MEMORY?T

T

A. I remember the day ot liberation. dMust have been

aboul January of 1945, The Fussians had bes
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nofiring at the
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city for a long tims. They surrounded Budapsst for ssvers

months, and that was & period whesn nmost of the killings took

-1

nlace. They would take the
would shoobt them so they would fall into the Danube so thes
bodizs would be carrisd by the river. Snvway, 1 remsmber -

&, EACUSE ME. HOW DID vou ﬁmaw.THAT?.

a. I think my mother told ms. I th}ﬂk i mother’s
stepsister was Laken. My aunt. And I think shes was shot
intg the river and she survived., She swam, with a bullet in
here And became a protessor of nuclsar snginsering.

Anvuay, the day of libsration that I remsmber is

that my mothesr was giving me & bath. And of course we had

Jews down to the Danubs, and the

not enough water for a proper bath, but she had & littls part

fmed
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of hot watser ittt
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# opail. And

fant

and she would wash me with soap or cloth. And
standing in that cold room, and my body was giving off this
steanm because she was watch washing me, And 211 of a sudden
my mister, who was at the window, screams, "They are hers.

sy ara here.” And I remsmbsr running to the window,

L

steamning all the way. and seeing the first Fussian soldiesr
with & big $ur hat.

G HOW DID ¥yOoU FEEL?

o
s
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A. Wondertul. That's when we thought al

troubles were over,

& AND THEM WHAT HAPRENED?
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cooked it3
waiting +a
few months
concentrat

childran,

That’=s my

Well, we w
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all

of our
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srfully
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caks 1t homs to wy mother

e brulw t

I rewmsmher
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tater one

ion cang,
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And bthen

Frank. He
WHAT S HIE
Sarlo,

OH, SARLD.

Originally

ara liberated; and we

remenber

El £

going back

& mtreel. I remsmber i1h
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and show her 1
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and I took it homs

lece,

dn't taste verwy good. A

roto opms homns.

of my mother's cousins

ol wite and

Lhey gt toasther and go
MAMET

g8 a nice old guy. He's
LAST NAME?

it was Schwartz. Gut &
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Jewish sounding, so aftbter the War 1L was fashionasbles io

properly pronocunced s (Sharlowl,; which means sickle, which
[t S 2 oied 11l LA ooy o b -y A ™ = e s ~ M EATRCG VY | Y T TR A
SE&2ms 11«8 The Pigny SOrs OF Bamg 1n o a COmMRMunist radlms.
Fould ) T T T fETE R T FETTY 3y ™
& WElL L, WHAT HAPPENED AFTER YOU RETURNED HOME, ARD

YO WERE I HLUNGARYT WHAT WAL

PR oA 1n .
YOUR FARMZILY? .

£y Well, I 48t still very intimidated., 1 42lt, and

that feeling lasted wost of wmy life, different. When people

try to kill wouw and vou're & little bhoy, vou probably fesl

there's s wrona wWwith vou.,
I rewmembesr my mnother taking me to wmy first zchool
class right after the Har., I misssd a vegar becau of ths

P

War. %So I was ssven vears old, and I entersd in & class of

5. And this particular school, like most schools

in Hungary, was cun by 2 church.  That

Lutheran church, and I +4=1%

among those psople who, up fo now, have besn trying to kill

By
x

me? Was this really safs gnd I felit, a3 I still +feel,

fas

ra, sxira well

sometime, that I had to do ex
Jew, in ordsr to justidty my existance.

Zo I suppose, in a way, it was a driving force in

L

my lite, wmaybe remonsible for some of my achisvemsnts. Ii7s
a hall of & way to get ambitious, but it worked.

0. I SUSRECT YOU WOULD HAVE HAD AMBITION ANYWHAY.
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A Mot many. Thers wers ong or tno Jews in The
class. fon must ound that 20 percent of Hungarian Jews

were killsd during thes War. were very efficient. They

wers orobably as 2fficisnt as any country.
tradition very anti-fZemilic, so they not only coeoperated, but

they led Lthe chargs, I think maybe I would like --

ance anvbody has an aspirin, that would be

] YOU ARE FEELIMNG ORHAY?

&. AS YOU SAY, THERE WEREN'T MANY SURVIVORE FRUH

HUNGARY . AND IT7EZ AN UMUBUAL ZTORY FROM THIS RESPECT.  TELL

ME WHEM YOUPRE READY.

AL When I have my sister or wmy wmother visiting, wou
might get wmors out of 1L, They would remswber a 1ot more.

@, WHERE ARE THEY?

&, Irn Zouthern Califtarnia, but they bDoth visit hsre

from tims fo tims.
. THAT WOLLD EBE GREAT, FARTICULARLY YOUR MOTHER.
IT'S INCHEDIELE THAT SHE'S HERE TO TELL THE TaLE.

A. Yeah, my mother remembers a lot. Probably too
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* it put. When I asked him gussitions about the war or

concentration camp, he =savs he dosgssn’it remsmbsy what 17w

talking abput., Zo it wmorks esither way.

2 IT 2 LIKE MY FATHER WHO HAD NO O LIFE BEFORE

LATER, AND THERE WEREN'T MAMY JEWS.

A I remenber only being very shy, very intimida
plever participaisd in games or sporits.  Being guite
withdrawn. Some of 1t may be wmy persopaliity. & iot of
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( nrobably is dus o the events of

were Jzwish., Thers weren’t that many, bul I had no Thr
triends. I fa2lt very distant and very alisnated from

Huangarian society. 4and that persisted today. Hungarwy
never my home., And thet’'s probably the reason that, as

954, I left.

Yo

as I had a chance in
RE ANY INCIDEMTE WHERE PECORLE WERE CA
YO JEW OR BEING ANTI-SEMITIC TO vOu?

. Yes, lots of fham.

o, LIKE WHAT?Y

AL It was a fairly common epithet fto use, Ydirty
gguivalent of the "kike", i+ somebody didn’t like vou.
guess with the advent of the communist, it diminished a

<; deal. Most of the communist leaders in Hungary sers Je

much. It?s irnterssting thal my stepfather complestely bl
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greatl

wish,
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50 the innate anti-Semitism of the Hungary population wes

1T Has slwavs

There waere guite a fs2w sx-nazis at the time who

participated in the revolution of 1934, 4 lot of Austrians
and Germans came across the border, and when I

Hungary and was in . a camp in Austria among
Hungarians, there wers very strong Lic tempers. in

fact, at one point I was thresatened by a Hungarian with a
: + &
knifte fpr the only reason that I was a Jew. So I ran. I gpt

out of the camp, and I went on my own.

In SCHOOL AND GROWIMG UF, STILL IN HUNGARY. WHAT WAS HOME
LIFE LIKE?
A. It was very different. My mother, who was

religious before the War, became anti-religious afiesr Lhe

War. Her attitude was, how couwld there be a god when those

things were allowsed? She would no longer kesp the

Sh

m

would no longsr ook kosher. Plus, becauss the communist

in
Ny
l ﬂ

tem was zso much ageinst religion, it becams ver

fashionable to be anti-religious. Ny sister became pari of
ﬁhe Communist Ymuthﬂ because that was a way o surwvive, She
would go to the point of caliihg my mxbther an sxploitsr of
the mazsss and capatalist pig becsuse she had a few

emplovess.



Interestingly, mwmy stepfsther’s reaction to the

Holocausit was sxactly the opposite of wy mother.

very religipus. He continuved o go to the synagogus,

£ ) pe) E
although not ferribly oftan and sort of in a hidden way. i
tried to deny all aspects of Jewishness. To me 1L was

shamaful ., It was dangerous, v parents, my mothsry and my
4R 3 p ;

stepfather wanted wms to have & barmitzvah. Apd I did it, butl
did it wvery, very reluctantly. I thought 1t was
o .

very dandgsirous. S0, no, bthere wasn’t much Jewish lifte atisp

the
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HANGE LIFE IN HUNGARYT  WHAT HAPPENED?

AL Well, the communist, that’s the Russians, pEre our
libsrators, They saved our lives. To survive afisry
vou had to be part of a communist system. That’s 1t you

wanted a good job or vou wantsed to 90 to school ar vou wanted

.z.,

privileges. vou bsiiter conform. And we conf

My +father, who before the War had a2 stors, becanmeg 3
machinist,. Fv mother had this little lingerie business,
which was succocsssful adfisr the Wart bult it was taken away by

the State. S she boecams a ssanmstress. I was & very good
7 pt

=2
i
jN

studenti but for me, in ordesr to g0 on Lo university,

to be a wmember and a disti ished membsr of the Communist

’JJ

Youth, which I became. But I have to say I belisved in ii,

too. Completely.



B WHAT DID YOU BELIEVE IN, AMD HOW DID YOU BECOHE &

r
By
H

o bumans., That 1L was a2 new humanity.  The way vou becane

e
i
"%
-

a distinguishesd lsa 4as that first of all 'vou bscene a

the Comwmunist Youlh, and vou worksd fto bhecome a

ey

memher o

functionary in the movement; and wou becams -- vou spoke the
right words, and you read the right books, and you wenlt to

the right meetings, and vyou had gopd grades

¥

i
fal

vou becan he leader. And then vou

B WHAT WERE THEY?Y

A The goodies?  Gh, it becams ons of

i

17

-

oy
3
Il
s

revards for me to becoms a member of the railroad, which was

built +or the Fionsers. Pilornesrs wers the eguivalent of the

Scouts, bub they were the communist Boy Scoubs.  And fthere
was A railroead built for the srouts where distinguished
fupctionaries such 25 myseld couvld play railroad ps P

were running a railroad. 1t was fun. You had z uniform, and

you got to take off the day from =chool svery other wael.
And vou had your papsrs,; and 1t was very honorable thing.

. DID IT HMAKE YOU FEEL ANY HMORE COMFORTABLE

ot

HUMGARY?

v

A Being B communist? Yes, it certair

ot
i’
e
.
o
-

because

the communist rescusd the Jews from Lthe nazis, and the



communist suppressed the innats anti-Se

Hungarians.
&, AMD THER WHAT HAPPRENED?
Why T turrned agsainst communi

growing and lsarni

YOUr OWD. I mean

heart examined, wow Kknow. Snvone overr
communist should have his head gxamine
I read. I read & lot, and t

begin to wndesrstand that thers wers Dt

20

d.

hat

har

at anyone under 20 who is not a8 communist.

who

7

so-called inconsistencies and contadiciions

were not 2o contradictory atter all.

that vou live a lie, wou know, those

Day and the plaouards and the little 4

repeat those slogans s0 many btimes.

And

When we wers in the Soviet Union

37

i

guide, who was a

1

ttv ocutspolen voun

&~ a2

story about the communist school:

,_..
i

e
¥

Zoviet Union. And the teacher comes,

Lhem to

—+

i

ay the right things, And the

L9,

graup, "What’s the best country in the

Hnion, " Evervbody. "Where is it kids

the world?" '"SBoviet Union." ‘"Where do they have the

g om

§ T
st
i

and

&1

whEn

4

2=

i

]

tezacher

wor 1d7P "

wonderful tovs in the world?' "Spviet Union. ™
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wou completely iU,
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Ehinking,
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KNCW, WHAT

AYN Welly, the basi

whereby svervbody works asccord

everybody gets
myth., We know it. I dida’t,

truly believed Lthat

being, a ngw homarn bsing whose

and will do =&

selfless

When T iooksd around

People were essentially gresdwy

their own inpulsess just like a
Zo how long can you say that t

when you find out by readin

stangal

with

thig is a wondertul fresdom, w

what think and when wou
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controdictions coms ud prethty ogulckly. Itz anly when wou re

not willing fto look in the mirror, thait’s when you

vourselitf,

- . ! et per e HEN WHAT
. SOOYOUTVE LOOKED IN THE MIRBGOR, AND THEN WHAT

. Well, ¥ can’t say there was thi

transtormation for the gradusl process.  Bul by ‘the times I

gntered the university at aqge 182, I knsw prefty well thatb

&
[

this was an act, that we wers living a lie. And
revolution came, I participated. And there was an
opportunity at Lthis point to get out, and I did.

a TELL HME ABOUT THE REVOLUTION. WHAT EXACTLY

HAPPENED, AND HOW DID YOU PARTICIPATE?

8]
i

£, Well, the revolution started in 1938 as & result

a speech that Kruschev mades st the pariy congress that

all the awful things that Stallin did, or a2t least a
part ot it, which was the first creck in ths wirror, ithe
firat time that vou could lopk in the mirror and knpw that

this god was really a criminal. And once vou

1?5

i

start looking

in ths wirror, all the other shades fall away.

=

5o basginning with the Kruschesv speech, thers was an
increasingly auitat@d intellectual laver of population who
wanted more truth, HNewspapers, unasthorized newspapers
appearsd out of nowhere. The bills were posted on the walls

with demands for more reasdomn. And I was at the University



the university, ws startsd to

=)

of Bud

1!

have meeblings and demonstrations asbing for the

a
il
x

gsirganize ourselves, vtzide of the traditional Commun

Youth movement.

T - S i s | . o 4
I entersd the univers 3 and

3

on Octeber Z32rd, we planned =

demonstration stearted oult verwy

singling songss and 1L grew in

i

parliansnt bullding which waszs the center of Hungary. By that

Lime, & 1ot of the workers $from the factoriss cams alsol and

we demandesd fresedoms, and we demanded that a new gover

D2 put in.  Bul everwvihing was peaceful. Ths jast thing

anybody expsoted was $ighting or shoptings or revolubion.

And then all of & sudden some -~ l1at we found
out -~ secret police shooting from the roof tops on the

demonstrators. A few people gobt killed.
And then a few of the demonsitrators went to the
army barracksi and the Hungarian army ssseniially joinsd the

demonstrators and opensd up the weaponsi and neople

that we toopk what we

iﬂ
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wanted. We took over all of apsst.
tommy gun. I was guarding the Minister pf Interior
including some of the secrestary emplovess that we locksd up

ard it was very romantic and very exciiting, and we won for

thres davs. Apd atltsr the third day, the Russians cams in



The
us wmho wsere i

heard

we

And tommy guns don’t work against tanks. Lo 1

Detter talbe ofd, Hnd I oran.
n & faw davs later, (%
v thes revolution could end up in Sibseia. Arnd

things were wvery chapltic at ths border. So wy

sigter and mysslft and hsr husband and our little =zmon took of
together.  And we first got on a streestcar, and theoe we got
pn the train, and then we got on the bus, and then we 4ot on
a horse~drawn carriage, and then we walked, and then we
crawled, and we gol across.

G, TO?

& To fAustrias, We crossed at the bridgs at (Andourl,
wihichn was written up and destroved a few howrs afiter we got
BCIDSS.

G, AND THEN WHATY

AL frd then I ended up in this camp that I fold vou
about with a bunch of other fugitives, and Lhers were soms
threats made by some ot the oblher Hungsrians for whatsver
reasons because they were Jewish. And we escapsd from there
into Vienna where 1 had my only tressurs.

I had & $% bill which my wmobther saved during the
war_when it was illsgal to bave currency. And she sswed L
into my slesve as I was leaving., That’s all. I had jusit %8

ard a German

dictionary in

dictionary in this pockst and an English

this pockst.
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And I used that %5 to call wy uncle in the Urnited
States, who wasn’t really my uncle bul he was wmy stenfather’s

brother, who didn’t really know who I was) but he was a nice

quy, ang next in Yienna, 6And hs wasn’t a rich

mar, bul he and his wife cams ogver and found us and boughi me

an ovarooat and got me a hot2l room and a good meal and my

firs

Y

. Coca Cola. N A
Arnd then we decided that unless ws gel wy parents

-

ot I will nesver ses them sagain. S owe hired a

made a living oul of bringing people oult. And the way ii
worked, vou pay hin so wnuch down and then the rest {s COD,

you know. B0 he owent into Hongary, and it

And we walted and waited, and he didn’t show up.
And we thought maybe he got killed or maybe they all got
killed or might be he just took off with ths monsy.

But no, three or four davs aftter Lhe date he was

supposed to be back, he finally show

-.‘{I

i

d up. And svervbody was
Kissing and hugging and orying, and my parsnkls were there,
and then he was Lo collect his remaining fse.  He had, I
think, 700 dus on delivery. Bul then he saw in my uncle’s
hotel room that he had a little transistor radio on the bed
and he never seen & transistor radio. So it's liks the old
story about gstting Manhattan for 200 in beads. He itook the
redio for my parents.

o, HOW DID YOU FIND HIB?



AL I don’t know. My uncls did.

B, AMD WHEN WAS THIS, DO YOU KNOW?
A, 1956,
G, WHEBMT
A T would guesss, Lhis was in Deresmbar. I
already, when this happened, was already in the Btates. iy

uncle stayed there;, and he gobt thew out. | b

. MOW YOU WENT TO THE STATES WHEN?

& I to the Statess on Decemnber 10th.
&, IN7T

o HOW DID YOuU GET IM THERE?

AL I cams via {(Hias), Jewish organizabtion. (Hiasg

-
o
]
13
8]

us some sbDrt 0f a charter flight which was a plane which had
to stop every five hours to refusl. It waz & long -~ I thint

it like took thirty hours from Vienne to Camp (Kilmer), Meow

Yoarik, And a little scary. Bul I had a bottls of

rum. Sood company. And wmy sister and her family
had already lefi the wesl before, so they waited me in

California becsuss Lthalt’s where my uncle was.

2 AND HE JOINED YOU LATER WITH YOUR MOTHERT



WeMT TO

GO BACHK

® IR as ko3 il i
REVOLUTION RBECAUSE I KHNOW THAT WAS FOR YOU -- YOU WERE WH
18 AT THE TIMEY

&, h=3-

Q. Cam voub TELL HE & LITTLE BIT HMORE ABQUT WHAT IT
LIKE TO BE 1B IM THE MIDDLE CGF A WAR WITH A TOMMY GUNY

AL It was suciling. It very much an adventurs
It was scarw. It brought back s lot of memoriss of the W
but this time I had & gun. And I wasn’'t a little boy

wWas

ANYMOrE . It very contusing.  Thers wers psople shoot

ard

at = 5 nobody cpould really figurs opul who was

and why. I had very ambivalent feelings about il bscaust

atter all, the Russians were pur liberatorsi and soms of

these revplutionary characters reminded me very much of L
Germans, so0 it was very contusing. It was a good tims Lo
the hell out of there. I never looked back. That was a v

*,

e, AMD THEN WHEN YOU GOT7 TO AMERICA ~- 170 CROSSIN

CONTIMENTS MOW, 20 IS THERE ARNYTHIN

el

ADD TGO THE 18 YEARZ THAT I'H MOT ASKEING

FEEL WAS IMFORTAMT TG

THEM?

. s
i 1%

I think s important to under that

to us was always dreams,

land of w=alih. almost a +amily my

grandfather came here and supposedly got rich.

America

the
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shouwld have gotten rich esxcepltl he went back, the damn
romarntic fool that he was,

Zooto coms here was zort of the fuldilliment of &

mission of a providenos, It was alwmost a3 natural thing Lo

.
L
-
=3
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do. Ever, theush I was alone and I was 18 and

anyone and I didn’t have any money, 1t made zenss.

g T4 " 1 R o . e A e " . 3 N 2o Je o g A e e
wasn't a terribly scary experisnce comparsed to &11 the prior

arAary YoErS. It was wmorse of an exhilarating coming-pf-a

an experisncs,

It was very ditterent than what I expectsd. Uz

U

sxpected the fmerica of the Sinclair Louwis wyears or bl

davs, stockyards and the gangsters and the bu

arpund, I found a country very much to my ITiking

immediately., I didn’t have any of the

b~

immigrants have and the doubts. I hit the place running.

thought this was a candy store, from day one. It was very

zasy for wme to becoms an American. I

think I was an American

when I was born, I was just born in the wrong place.
o, WHAT WERE THE EARLY DAYS LIKET WHAT DID YOl DO?
AL In America? Well, {(Hias), the Jewish agsncy, goi
us 2 littls apartment in Hollvwoodi and we went shopping at

o

o

]

the supermnarket first night. And we bought some intrigui
things. And we brought them homs, and we ate them. Somsons

visited us, and he looked at the can that we used, and he

T

said, "0Oh, wvou already have a cat." It tastsd

5
-
b
%
-
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v
"
=
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mean thers was a fish on bthe can. The ususl stories, I

u

Murphy bed and 1 actually ended up in the wall. You kn

T thouwahit, "whalt a stirangs country.”
(Hias) arranasgd job ints
I was working on Ehird dawy.
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s x . - - \ A .
didn’t bknow any bDetler. Paild me a dollar an howud, which

s0 wmush monsy in oy lide. So I went to t

movies, and I saw Elvis in Love Me Tender. And I though

that was very siranags.

It was great, Tt wmas great. I never

3T
i

H

arrived into Hollywood, and we arvived in Los

topk a2 taxi into Hollywood. It was Decemberi and 1t was

shining, and the Christmas decorations were on. And the

driver, when he hegard we were from Hungary

0]

e
$3

Dl

who

bought ice cream for everyone and wouldrn’i take F o
us.  Everyithing I hsard was true. It as neait. It as ngal.

A, It's besen nsat ever sinoe. Mo, 1t’'=s= bhsen a

. WHAT HAFPENED AFTER THE ICE CREAM AND ELVIST
AL I was brought up in the tradition that the way

sscape povarty was education., So there was absolutely no




arla~~21

u«

gusstion as to what I should be doing., 1 shoould be going to
achool. Aftter 211, 1 as 18, S I snrolled the first weel in
lLos Angeles State Colleas.

I ended up living in Venice, which 1is & long ways
from Los Angeles,. I didrn’t have a car. 1 would get up at
tock in the morning, take the bus to L.A. State
College, go to school for +tour hours, taks thg bus &antawn
where I worked $or seven or eight hours, taks the bus back to
college for rnight classss, then taks the bus back hone,

arrive around 11:00 or 12:00, Zo I didn’t sleep very much.

Whenever 1 slept w on the bus, but it was okay. I was
gqoing to scheol, and I was in Amsrica.

I remsmber wy +tirst sxam where I spent at lzast z0
percent of the time translating the gquestion wilth wmy +irst

dictionary and O pesroent of the time in answering 1t. A
applied for scholarships, and I got one atter =zix months
And T was off to Arizons, University of Arizona. They wanted
a real live Hungarian., 1 was it. I arrived a8t Tucson, again
without any monsy, without knowing 2 soul, and had
scholarships and worksad pert tine, and in two vears, I
graduated from collsas.
£, WHAT DID vOu STUDY?

H, E

p—

sectrical sngenesring. That was the thing to do.

Sputnik, you remsmber. I owvou want to make any wmoney.

(\'»Gacrge, you've got to becoms an sngdinseser.” Wrong., Bouit I
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Busines
YORAT S,

VOU apa
shpuld

Lhyrough

never =
Businss

it

and

"imbeci

3 oo
bty p

el

woel .

2

i

for

1n

WHAT?

busi

NESS

Eeach. And then, strictly by chance, I came across
s pavcheok stub. It was lving on the desk. I wasn
for it.  Hubt I discovered that he was only

a vear mors than I was and had been there $for 24
and I'4 be damned it I was going to do it
o that day I guit, and then I asked, "Olkavy now

¥ou have to do

rvbody said, vou've got Lo go to Hars

s Schonl,” so ofd I went, And I did that a coupls
and that was tough,

WHY?

H

211, Harvard Business School, they sort o

i oand put vyou back toasthesr the

way t

Arnd

o3

be, that’s very hard, vou know, whan

college in two and & half without

WA

3

tudied, and I had very good grades.  And at Harvard
sz School I worked very hard on my first term paper,
cams back with great big letters on the $ront seavin

that

You know, gets vour attention, vou

F I had to

I s

ercent of the class is Kappa, so

ot it’s olavy.

WHERM Wak 177

oW’

Lo make some money?®

W



&l through 63, And then I7wvs

investment business sver sinoce,

]

S ow

WHAT HAPFENED AFTER HARVARD RUS

I joinsgd Invesinent

Management

And then I wmoved with then fto Los Anosles

-

for Jour and bark to HMew York.

i

than I

i

and moved out herg 20 ars

W
JE

wondsrful.,

WHAT™S BEEM WONDERFUL.

Well, nobody®s trving to
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girls who

bean
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Company
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211 the comnforts that I want. I"m doing work whic
iz important. And I'm beginning to pey back soms

things 1 owe to a smociebty that took me in
hecome free. And I think that’s wondsrtfu
ambition and sbkiliitv to pay it back.

£, AND YOU MERNTIONED THAT YOLPRE D

IMPORTANT. WHAT YOU DOING?

FOR

YouT

Well, my business is vean

3

people who have a vision.

them my sxperisnce and advice.

iots of jobs and valus, products

arnd

1ot

me

GIME WORK

WHAT
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sople szem Lo want. I think that's very satisfying.

ite active in communiity aftfairs, you Know. T

ining company and guiit one vear to the davy

2il a fee

f"!

of HOUD which I think is a wonderful

think needs my kind of help at this point.

I give away & lot of monsy. I make a2 lot of

WHAT ARE YOUR DAUGHTERE MAMEDS AMND HOW

z"l

sabriel Stephany is 23, and she’s hare looking for

She araduated last vear and spent a vear wiith a largos
) E H - )

freedom now. T put in my Lime." And ths

Georgetite, who just agraduatesed from col

Tiving here with her wmother, my sx-wi

GEORGE, WHENM YOU LOOK RBACKE, WHAT WAS YCOUR
an FOR YOUR LIFEY

Mo guestion about it; ssarch for fresdowm. I+ you

wdy

it anvaons ever asks me to defins myzsslif, I think I am

man, as tres as you can bke. aAnd I think
any gquestion the mnotivstion for everyithing has Dbesn

for additional fras

first +or physical fresdom and

frecdomn from poverty and restrictions.  And lately

freedom from wmyseld, from physical limits, emotional
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Timibts.,  You know, trying to changs myseld. PBut thelt’s the

ne b

o

c. DOVOLE THIMK THE WAR HAD ANY INFLUENCE OR YoUT
A The War, or specifically the Heolocaust, is without

aguestion the si

that’ s not just my opinion, but {t7s alnost universely egrssd

» o o e giy oy o o b " PR . f o . . A S o
by thoss pzopls who know me WO EnDw e omy Friends,
tamily, my psople who have bsen close Lo me.

~

. YO SATD THAT THE KEY MOTIVATION FOR YOUuR

i

13

WAS "EBEARCH FOR FREEDOM. "  AND THEN YOU S8ID THAT INCLUDED

"FREEDOM FROM HMYSELF, ™ AND THE Way yQu DESCRIBED THAT U
PHYSICAL LIMITE. WOULD YOU ELABORATE?

&, If vou’re not healbhy, you're restricied, One of
the grealt dreams that I had was many years ago -- childhood
dream -~ is to climb Mount Everest,. Well, { itried ii: and 1
got up halfway, but I couldn’t make it all the wavy up becanse

1

I wasn’t in good enough physical shape.

Today I spsnd a lot of tims ftrying to becoms in

- o . T s - o oy . -~ - . e o g - D A o 5 pe ey ]
better prysical 5&&?& or gt least retain e phyﬁlum

ut
.
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Lo odo things, It’s a fight for r

It’s one aspsct of fresdom, and similarly, we all have iot

5]

of inhibitions -~ mental, smotional -- restrictions that we

place on oursslves. Ond I spend a great deal of timse trying

to free myseld from that. Psychoanalysis, reading,
meditation music, are zome of ths tools for that,
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= WHAT ARE SOME OF THE IsSsUEz FOR OYOUT

5. Currently or in the past?

£, T HEANT BOTH.

A Well, in thes past, being Jewish was certain a8 Dig
issue. Very ambivalent about 1t. On one h&sdg VY

proud of the achievements pt the Jewish coliure and on the

other hand, very much ashamsd be it was beaten into wms
that it was bad 1o be a Jew. Jews are by detinition
(vewpiermenchl) . There were lots of . Thers
were lots of mar . Issuss hetwsen me and
davahters. HMost of fthal has besn resoclved or partially

resnlvad to my satisfaction.

o CAM YU ELAEORATE OM THOSET?

>

(rest of guestion inaudibiel.
A I don’t know i+ I want to go into fthat,
o, IS THERE ONME AREA THAT YOu WOULD RE?

A It’s pretty personal stutd. I dop’t $esl L

necessity for that. I am willing to say that

v orelated to Holocaust sxperisnces, and thait it Look
many vears of strugoling and psychotherapy to get to the

point where I'm comfortable with then. And wers

tremendous contlict between myseld and my ex-wife, who is not

a Jew,



Incidentally, I have rnever dated a Jewish woman.

Ard I can tell vyou this much, that 1t was a great revelabtion

Jewish woman. And I think that I understand ti

it now. i-

=

n willing to tsll vyou the reason for that. I

think it was an unconscipus desire on my part to orol 0wy
children, children to be. I did net want my childden Lo bs

Jews because of the danger of being & Jsw. And the best way
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not to have anvything to to wiih

womern, right?

Locking back at 1%t now, T fthink it was &
I wish not so much that I marrised a Jewish woman, although I
have thouahit about that, bul I do wish fhal I had brought up

my children in the Jewish faith in a Jewnish tradition. AaAnd 1

regret that T dide’t. And T Lthink
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nevertheless 1t's one of bthe few regrets in my lite,

G, AND WO BIDNT BECAUSE OF YOUR

THEM?

AL Tﬁat vias one of the mpotivations.
others also. I mean, obviously, when vou'rs marrisd fo a
Catholic airl who wants to bring thew up Catholic, therse’s an
isgug there

I 2also had some ideas which, looking bach,

®

probably mistaken ideas. But I e

fresdom to choose. Looling bacl Yau CaED

have the freedom to choose unless vou know something about
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wondering about that., T won’t be the first one to coms up
wilth an answer to that point, and T don’t think it’s ar
important issus. What is important, howevsr, is to do the
best I can with what I have. Cauvse Lthat’s thes r I

survived, I'm a very religious persorn, although much wmore so
today than I ever thought I wouwld be. But the purposs of
life is very clear, It’s wvery obvious fto me. Ths purpose is

to do the best youw can with what you got.  Zo don’ i worey
about why vouw re alive, It works, bslisve wms. Just do the
best vou can with what you got, and it all makes smsnzse. At

least =mo +ar it mads

k. T THIMK THAT Z ABOUT IT. I JUST WANTED TO

BERIEFLY ABOUT, AMD YOU TOUCHED OM IT, GOD, GR A

OF, YOU KNOW, DO YOU THINK THERE I3 SUCH A THING OR -~

A I'm tempted to answer with a guots from Yaoung. g

yord

don't think, I knpw.®
8. WHAT DO YOU MHGOW?
. This: Thet there is such a thing. I know thers
iz. And I doan’t know what he was doing in 1943 or 1544

Mavbe he was busy with othsr things., And I cannot answer ithe

guestion, "How could he allow 1t7%  A&nd I7ve asked the

-t

guestio

omany times, and the wisest person I asksd generally

answers, "That’s t

i

o
mn
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wrong guestion.® o I've sort of given

up on that. But when I hug my davghiters or when I
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a boat or when I'wm at the top of a wmountain, I know.
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THANMK y0OLL, URLESS THERE'S

HKING.

AL Mo, it's been a thorough sxami
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&, Than L It was good for me
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Ling, obv

iously.

. OB MOV, JUST FROM MY EXPERIENCE, A
HILDREEN OF SURVIVORE SAY THAT THE
THE KIDEZ DON'T WANT T4 HEAE, ANMD THE HIDRS WILL
PARENMTS MNEVER TALK, Y AND I THIMK A LOT OF IT I
FPROTECTING THE QTHERS, THE KIDS, WHEN TH
GAT THE ZENSE THAT THEY SHOULDM™T ASK.  AND MO
223 AND 24, THEYEE AFRAID TO HURT YOou. I H&VE

THERE’S A
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COMOCHETE
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VIEW AN
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bhe tims

EAR JUST OUT IGNORANCE

vbe the tepe will do it.
IT HIGHT. IT WILL DEFINATEL

T TARKESZ THE FEAR OQUT OF AgEI
THINGS.

ately, therse’s so much bthat

was difficult on them, thsy

fut the last word

SOME TIMES I THINK
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4%,  PBuh I guess that dossn’t count, rightl? I'm Amsrican.

o, BUT IF THE UZA BORME DIDMTT GET YOU, THE 48 AGE
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£ That’s a goond ons.

. I JUST FEEL YOU HAVE A LOT TO LOOR FORWARD T, A
LOT TO LOOK FORWARD T4, THE HEALING Z JUST EEGIHﬁlNG EOR
YOU. AN

A. I think you're right, I think it will be okay.
just spent a couple days last wesk with Susie. UWe wenl fo

Yosemibte, ws hilked, and we

=
I

rode horses, and we told some tal

tales, I haven’t spent much tims with hsr for thress or four

problem of wme wanting them to have more of 8 senss of their

historiss and tradition. And she saild, "Wsll, you know you

i

always made me fsel guilty that I don’t have it., Tut you
didn’t bring me up to have it.°
tnd I think that was point well taken. And I

euplained to them aboult why T didn’t do it., The tirst tiwms

Pt

toid them these revelations about never dating a Jswish woman

5

and why, and she was really surprised. And I told her,
"Well, I regret I didn’t bring vou up that way. Don’t fesl
guilty about it.” I jusit wish I had. And shs was very
understanding at that point. She said, "Well, you didn’t.”

Maybe it’s not too late.

£, YEAH, I THINK THE HORE vOU TRUST HER
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FEARE ABDUT WHY YOU DID CERTAINMN THINGS 0OF WHY YOU DIDN’T DO
CERTAIM THINGS, YOU ENMOW, THOSE ARE GEMZ TO CHILDRENM.
BECAUSE I NEVER KNEW WHY MY PARENTE WERE S0 CRAZY. IT SCARED

ME TO DEATH: AMD MOW IT'S TAKEN THAT LOMG, 34 YEARS REALLY,

TO APFROACH THEM A LITTLE EBIT. AND WHEN THEY TELL HE WHY

THEY WERE S0 CRAZY, I°M VERY GRATEFUL. THEY'RE
BUT IT'2 NICE TO HNOW. . \

A But it’s okay to be crazy now.

@

YEAH.
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AN Okay. Well, maybe someday 1711 spend
with vyou and you can mest then.

&, I'D LOVE 70 MEET THEM. I WOULD.

A, Thay’re great girls.

f. ' SURE THEY ARE. I'H SURE THEY ARE.  I'M SURp
THEY HAVE A LOT QF YOUR GEMNEE S0, YOU KMOW, EMOTIOMNALLY THEY
MAY BE A LITTLE LATE TO BLOBSOM ALS0.

A Good point. Hope it dossn’t take them to 50,

@, THEY HAVE TO LISTEHN.

AL Okay, I'm pretty tired. Thank vou.

&. GEORGE, THAMKS.  THAMK YOU VERY HUCH.



