
When you're on a bus and somebody tells you-- the guide. I was amazed how fantastic they are. They're wonderful. 
They are really educated. They know everything. I thought, in many hotels, the Israelis were very tough and very cold 
and unfeeling. 

I thought, in Tel Aviv and the old market, they were wonderful people when you really got to know them. But when you 
come in a hotel as an American, I thought that they didn't like us too much. Of course, I was on a kibbutz too visiting 
my brother-in-law, and they are all very warm-hearted. I liked it, but I wouldn't like to live there. I think they've done 
wonderful things, but I think now they've turned into a little bit too tough a nation. 

They have to. They have to defend themselves. And I would never say anything against Israel in front of Gentile people. 
But again, when Jews are together, I tell them what I think and that I don't agree with everything they do. 

But I feel it's a wonderful country. I love Jaffa. I love to learn about-- it was like going to college to have the guide that 
we had. I think he had a PhD, and they do-- it was wonderful. I could hardly wait every day for the next day. We went 
to Masada and all these places, and we learned all about that. 

And it was great. And it made you feel at home too. You felt it was your own homeland. You could be amongst your 
own people. But they're a tough people, and the food was terrible. But can't have everything. 

I've listened to some interviews of particularly survivors that have been-- their stories have been very dark. They've 
been through the camps. And some have or have not been to Israel. But many feel very, very strongly about having a 
sense of if they do perhaps visit once or if they've never been there, but just the very fact of its existence, that they feel 
that this is such a wonderful result of the Holocaust. 

Of what it is? It is a wonderful-- I think so too, the Jews having their own country and having survived and still are 
trying to survive with all the odds going on, the Arabs, and trying to stand on their own feet, which is very odd. We 
don't know what's going to be, especially now with the second Hitler. 

But it is wonderful what they have accomplished. But as in every country, after a success story, now it changed. They 
have crime. They have dope. And it's not the idealistic Israel it has been. 

And many, many Israelis leave. So they're also homesick, I know. I know quite a few. But they don't want to live there 
anymore. It's a tough life. 

But I'm not an intellectual. And I'm not a learned person as far as Jewish are concerned, but I just speak the way I feel. 
And that's what my feelings are. If you talk about people who are brought up differently or study a lot about these 
things, they will give you a different answer. 

I learned a lot from my both husbands because they both had different views. And there are sometimes things that you 
can't speak about. So I want to show you a picture of my mother and grandmother. This is a very old picture. 

OK. Let me-- 

https://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word generated with 3Play Media. 
It is not the primary source, and it may contain errors in spelling or accuracy.


	Local Disk
	file:///C/Users/wvillano/Desktop/TXT%20to%20convert%20to%20PDF%20for%20TCN-after-rename/RG-50.477.0742.02.02.mp4.plain_text.txt




