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Name of interviewee: Eden, Ilse 
 
Date of interview: 1/21/1990 & 9/22/1992 
 
Summary: Ilse Eden was born in Berlin in 1928 and is the only child of Richard, 
a Jewish German lawyer, and Edith, a Jewish East German woman from a rural 
area. Her parents married in 1924 after they could establish themselves 
financially. Her parents were not religious, but they did go to services 
occasionally. Educated in a Catholic school until the age of about 6, she attended 
Jewish elementary school and Jewish gymnasium after that. Her mother, like 
many other Jewish women, were aware of Hitler as a threat early on and wanted 
to get out of Germany as early as 1933, but her father refused. Not until her 
uncle, her father's brother, committed suicide in 1936 (he was married to a 
Gentile), did the family's situation become problematic. Her father felt responsible 
for the suicide and was, himself, hospitalized. When Kristallnacht happened, her 
family became quite clear about what was happening. Her mother hid people 
during Kristallnacht.  
Her father got better after the war started, but he felt he had to stay in Europe 
because he had to make a living. Her father would have gone to Cuba and also 
Israel, but he didn't have the contacts or know how he would make a living there. 
Her father stayed in Germany and was a legal consultant. He had an affidavit to 
go out of Germany, but his number never came up. Ilse feels he did not make the 
choice to live, that her mother made when she went to Germany. He, like other 
Jewish men, was not sufficiently adaptable.  
Ilse got out of Germany to go to England through someone her mother knew in 
March 1939. Her mother followed a few months later. Ilse did not want to go but 
her mother knew it was a way to protect her. She was sent with 12 children on a 
“Kindertransport” and was sponsored by a physician and his wife, the 
Schlesingers, born of German parents. The children were housed together in a 
rental house under the care of 4 young Germans. Later the children were sent to 
a boarding school in Cornwall. It was difficult period for her because she didn't 
know until age 14 that her father was not going to get out of Germany and 
probably died in a camp. Meanwhile, her mother was only able to find work as a 
domestic in England and saw her daughter periodically during vacations. Ilse was 
admitted to Univ. of London, but did not stay as a student because she felt "lost" 
living in a London boarding house. 
Her number finally came up in 1947 to immigrate to the US, where she came to 
Los Angeles. Her mother also emigrated and could only find work as a domestic. 
At one point her mother had shock treatment; she also had several suicide 
attempts. Ilse felt her mother was entirely dependent on Ilse, which made Ilse 
resentful about that responsibility. 
Eventually Ilse left LA and moved to northern CA. She got a degree in sociology, 
and eventually found work as a social worker working with drug dependency. 
She met her husband, a longshoreman, Marxist writer, and independent 
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economist. She deliberately did not marry a survivor or have much to do with 
survivors in northern California, until much later in life when she joined a 
Kindertransport group. Her husband died in the two years between the 
interviews, still a traumatizing event in her life. They have two children, a son and 
daughter. The son still lives with her. Her children have received a Jewish 
religious education, but she called them and herself "non traditional Jews."   
Her mother would never visit Germany. She has returned to Germany twice since 
the war, and did note that in 1980 she felt some Germans she met made anti-
Semitic remarks about Israelis. Her mother died in Ilse's home of cancer. 
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