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Summary: Ida Gelbart was born as Ida Feigenblatt in 1925 in a Polish town near 
the Czech/German border (Soznovitz). She came from a family of seven that 
included her three brothers, an older sister, and her parents. Her father was a 
carpenter and merchant who built kitchen furniture for wholesale companies. The 
family also earned extra money by running a boarding house directly in their own 
home.  Her mother worked as both a housewife and overseer of the side 
business. Most of the residents of the boarding house were non-Jewish, so Ida 
interacted with many gentiles in both her home and outside.  She had many non-
Jewish friends, yet there was still a very strong element of anti-Semitism 
amongst others. Her gentile friends were taught that Jews were Christ killers and 
were "dirty" and "scary".  
     The occupation of Poland by the Germans in 1939 simply elevated the anti-
Semitic feelings amongst many that lived in her town. For two years, Ida lived 
with her family in a tightly controlled ghetto where they were only allowed to 
purchase food from Jewish grocers and then had to stand in line to receive 
rations. The Jewish residents lived in constant fear of being killed by German 
soldiers on patrol or being shipped off to camps.  
    In 1941, this fear became a reality for Ida when she and several women were 
taken to Trautenau camp in Sudetenland and then to Walzel weaving factory. 
She worked at the factory for two years where she lived in relative comfort in 
comparison to the plight of many in other camps. Her parents were sent off to 
camps (where they were presumably killed).  Her brothers attempted to sneak 
into Russia but were deported to Siberia and died. The Germans killed her 
grandmother in her home, and her older sister was eventually brought to the 
weaving factory.  In this factory, Ida created strong friendships with her fellow 
workers, which created a sense of hope that gave her the strength to survive.  
     In 1943, the factory was shut down, and the women prisoners were sent to 
Hasse concentration camp. Ida and her sister remained there until liberation by 
the Russians in 1945. Though it was much more difficult to survive in this horrific 
environment, Ida continued to stay optimistic that they would one day be able to 
leave.  After liberation, she and her sister returned to Poland to find themselves 
unwelcome even at their home. They smuggled themselves back into Germany 
where they entered a displacement camp and remained there until she and her 
husband (whom she met in the displacement camp) were able to go to the United 
States. She has lived in the US since May 1955.  Ida is presently married with 2 
sons and 1 granddaughter. 
 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact Reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




