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Name of interviewee: Glass, Annie 
 
Date of interview: 7/26/1990 
 
Summary: Annie Glass was born in 1924 in Starachowice, a small town in 
Poland near Kelz.  Annie remembers her family as being very happy.  She was 
the third of 5 children.  Her father owned his own prosperous business.  Although 
Annie came from a very religious, Orthodox family, she attended a public school 
and had many non-Jewish friends.   
 Annie remembers the first sign of trouble: officials from the Polish Army 
came with a list, and forced all Jews to register.  When the war started, chaos 
broke out.  Her parents hired a horse and wagon to take them to a smaller town, 
where they could feel safer.  When the Germans arrived, her brother and father 
attempted to flee.  In this attempt, her brother was shot.  As a result, her family 
returned to their hometown.   
 In their hometown, Jews were forced to give up all valuables and the 
synagogue was burned to the ground.  A few months later, a ghetto was formed 
around her neighborhood, and families were forced to live 3 families in 1 
apartment.  In the fall of 1942, serious deportation began in Annie’s town.  
Because those without work were deported, Annie’s mother bargained with 
someone to get the family work certificates.   
 The real hardships for Annie began shortly thereafter.  The Germans 
divided the Jews into two groups: those with work certificates and those without.  
The people with work certificates were forced to run to the next town, and by the 
time they arrived, only Annie and her two younger sisters were still together.   
 The three girls were placed in a work camp together, with their mother and 
father in different camps nearby.  In the camp, the prisoners were given minimal 
food, clothing, and lived in horrible conditions.  Annie recalls that the prisoners 
here often rallied up against the Germans.  One day a group of prisoners, Annie 
and her sister included, were taken to Auschwitz.  They traveled by train in cattle 
cars with over 200 people in a car.   
 They traveled for 1 week before they arrived at Auschwitz.  Annie 
remembers her first impression vividly: she noticed the smokestacks of the 
ovens, and knew what they were for, but could not react emotionally.  In 
Auschwitz, Annie recalls the hunger, cold, work, yellow drinking water, and the 
struggle to make it for just another day.   
 When the Russians came close, the Germans evacuated Auschwitz.  The 
prisoners marched for weeks; Annie and her sisters tied themselves together so 
no one got lost.  They were then taken by train to another death camp in 
Ravisberg.  Here they received no food and got little sleep.  When the Russians 
came even closer, the Germans began marching the prisoners to Leipzig.  There, 
they camped in the forest for weeks so the Germans could hide from the 
Russians.  One morning the prisoners woke up and the Germans were gone; 
they were free!   
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 Once she and her sisters were free, Annie traveled around, searching for 
a place where she would feel accepted.  She traveled to Berlin to meet with a 
cousin.  Her cousin brought his best friend with him, who Annie ended up 
marrying.  Since the war, Annie has testified in a number of trials of former Nazis.   
Arrived in the US January 15, 1951. 
         Although she doesn’t mention what happened to the rest of her family, she 
mentions that her youngest sister was murdered in her apartment in 1980.  
Today, Annie is still married to the same man.  They have raised children 
together and tried to give them the best of everything.  Her family is still very 
religious – they love sharing their traditions and celebrations with others.   
        Annie’s only wish for the future is that her children and grandchildren never 
marry out of the religion.  She fears that if this happens, they will forget their 
religion and Hitler’s wish will have come true; that Jews will disappear. 
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