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A Good morning
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HEOING TO CHaT & LITTLE BIT WITH YOU, AND T WOULD
LIEE YOO TELL UE ABOUT YOUR EARLY DHILDHGOOD, WHERN YOU
WERE BORN, WHERE YOU WERE BORM, aND HOW YOU GREW L.,

MEYBE YO OARKM Tallk & LITTLE aRpOUT THAT.

A Sure. I was born on June léeth, 15918, in Hfenbach,
Germany, and my parents are bobth decesased:; coms from a2 Tong
Tine of people who have lived in Germany: and I grew up in
Offenbach until 1934, when I left for Berlin whsre [ entseresd
& Jdewizh hospital in Berlin to becoms s registersed nurse.
Im 193%, —— 1938 rather, I went to Leipzig to assume anobher

position at the Jewish hospital there. And that’'s when all

f=ll proke looss, a5 far as | was conocerned.

Ghe I70 LIKE TO ENMOW & LITTLE BIT MORE ABOUT YOUR EARLY
YOUTH. HOW YOU WENT TO SCHOODL . DESCRIBE YOUR HOME LIFE &
LITTLE EBIT, IF YyDU MAY. WHAT IT WAS LIEE, IF YOU HAD SISTER
OF BROTHER, WHAT YOUR APASRTHMENT OR HOUSE WAS LIRE, AMND O WHAT

YOUR FATHER WaE DOING.

1 Let me start with my father and my mobthsrs, who had a
house, a private home, in the town, and my father was a
partner in a iTesathsr goods, naturally, leather goods,

factory in Offenbach, and we had a very nice home, a very



ik

—

WALLACE--2

rmice life, & confortable Vife, which we couldn’t duplicate
any more in this country. My sister was born about 9 1778
vears before I was, s0 I was the latecomer, and I went fo

zchoanl at the usuwal age of =ix, for four vears. and went

onto, I don't even remember the name of the school, when on

until it was no longse g0 to school, whaen | was
told one day I could no lTonger assemble with the non-Jswish
pupite, and I had to go to some obther school . The only

opportunity that was available to me was to go to what they

call a Fauftenwhich [phoneticl was ~-

e THE TRADE SCHODL?

A The trade school is correct. And until one dav, and I
remambar 1h very vivid?y, when the tsacher was starting to
teach about Nazi philosophy and facism, and then he looked
at me and he noticed that I didn’t belong in there, and

said, "Oops," he said, "I don’t think vou belomng in hers,"

And T was excused, cause I never went back again, either,

s YOUR FIRST ESCHOOL, THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, WAS IT A

FURLIC SCHDOL OR JEWISBHT

M Yes. A public school, ves. I went to public school all

the way, sxcept for, approdimately, one vear, [ went to

fiz

private school in Switzerland.

£

: AND HOW DLD WERE YOU THENT
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a:  dbhout 8 or § vears old.  And fthat was ong of my @ood
memnor-ies in lite. It was 192, and I remember the winter

olympics thers.

13

WAS YOUR FAMILY ORSERVANT IN JUDIEMT  VERY REL IGIOLE?

G: MNo, not at all. The Congregation in Offenbach was a

very , what ' the word -

A fssimilated, of course. fzsimil ated, and we went

aporodimataly twice a year on the Righ holidave, that’s when
we went to the synagogue . 1t was a close commuriity in many
wayvs, particularly my fathear and hiz peopls in the businsss

F

Lhew each other very wall and becams friends . and the Jewish

o

community was very close. BYen clossr after 1933, when

ot

people were forced into the situation to get to know

sachother better and to assemble more freguently in order T

he brought up to date of the situation.

1
R
Y

DID YOU G0 TO SUNDAY SCHOOLY

fr No, only before bar mitzvah, which, of course, took
place in 1931, now wait a minute, mathematicallyv, 1t would

e 1931,

e JAR YOUR MINDY

A Yes, it still works.
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Glr NI YOU HAVE A LOT OF JEWISH FRIENDS, OR DID YOU HAVE A

PMIXED BROUPT

A Mived., Mised group, ves.

G WHAT WAS IT LIEE WHEN HITLER FIRST AFPEARED ON THE
SCENET  HOE DID IT MANIFEST ITSELF FOR YOU IN YOUR DAILY

ACTIVITIEST

#ir The ordy word I could find at the moment, particulariy,
at that moment, was curiosity, what was this all about. 1
wag a little too young to understand fully, at that time,
the impact that it wouwld have later on. But I was not

poltitically active in any way.

e DIID YOU FEEL ANY RESTRICTIONS COMING UPON YOU, IN ANY

WaY OR YOUR FATHER OR MOTHER?

“: The first impact that [ noticed, of course, was the
zigns pasted on the Jewish windows, on shops. I don't
Fremenber the exact words it said, but it said, this is a

dewish shop, or whatever it was. I don't remember.

28
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JEWS NOT WANTED HERET?

A Something, whatever it was. That was the first visual

11

B

impact that I noticed, and, of couwrse, vou couldn't help but
Tearn about it throuwgh vour home and through vour friends,
and the anti-Semitism in school, which was accelerating at a

fast pace. The experience of anti-Semitism existed all the

tims in school. Particularly, the builiss in sch

&

]
—
™
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whanever, without making some remarks in school , but

aotherwize the impact cams on Slowly.

f: The Jewish Boy Scouts. Very devoted to it very

terested in it, and very active in it for guite a nunber

%)

v oyears. and there, of course, I met many of the Jewish
people, Jewish friends and people whom I had krnown.  #And
that became a very enclosed group, and besing threatened at

times when we went away on hikes. But by other people who

Gi: DID YOU BELONG TO ANY JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS AT THE SPORTES

noticed that we were Jewish and not physically, but verbally

abused, but otherwise, no particular antagonism.

frr MOW, YOU, IM SURE YOU HAD A RADIC, DIDN'T YOU?

A Tes, we did.

G YOU LISTENED TO THE SFEECHES, HITLER'S SPEECHES,

GOERING'S SPEECHES. WHAT WAS YOUR FEELING AT THE TIME, YOUR

FATHER'S FEELING, RATHER, IN REGARD TO LEAVING GERMANY. DI

IT EVER CROSS HIS MIND AT THAT TIME IN "33, 73&%

£ Yows and No. ThHis is a dual answer. Yes azs far as the

sventual outcoms, was guestionablie as to what’'s going to
nappen to us. No, as far as assimilation came to hraunt us

for ths

o]

rest of ouws tives in Germany and the disadvantages

and the procrastination of oLt . I remsmber & storw

that somebody toro oo : ST aWysr weEnt o oouertoin
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Hambira m 3z - el
with & verdict, whic s not & Judicial wverdict, it was

certainds

e said, "IF we have no tonger any Justice in this country,

I think it‘s time For me to get ouwbt."  And that aluays

stuck with me. I think that he ledt immediately thereatier,

arigd I think he was a smart man. I wish we would have &11

Tistened to him a 1ittle more and followed his exsample.  Buat

wa didn’t. 5o, anyway, in 19346 a frisnd of the family saild

I will take care of vour going to the American consulate

bt
-

order to put in for oa visa. Anod at that time he
procrastinated for approximately, I don’t know how many
months, which cost us a good number of vears in walting for
our number to get out. We did get out. bul we'll get to
that & Tittle later. So, psople didn’t realize how
impor-tant and how urgent it was Lo take the necessary steps

to owet out

z ogquickly as possible. That’s from hindsight.

Gr DID YOU HAVE ANY EXTENDED FAaMILY IN OFFENMBEACHT

4 «

I

G SALUMTE, UNDLES?

I

Mo family, except our close family. None in Offenbach,

L]
L1

S0 YOUR FATHER DIDN'T HAVE & LOT OF BROTHERE, EIE
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A
uw

F Mot , ves, there were three brothers, I brought pictures

of the family in case yvou wanted Lhem. There wers thres

brothers, and two sisters. None of them lived, except my

o

father 1ived in Offenbach. On mother s sicde, [herse was one

sister, one surviving siszter, two twins from —— had diad

previouwsly of diptheria. and the aunt lived in Leipzig and

immigrated very garly with her hushand and zon to Israel .

and that was the sxtent of ths direch decedents of my

i

grandparents. and & good number of them did not make it out

ot Bermany. Soms of them went to Mol land and did ot make
it out of Holland sither, whebe they were either deported,
But 1911 tell vou about that later. 5o there was no direct
family. Ll.ots of friends, a lot of acguaintances, and some

of them are still in conbact with who live herse, YeEs.

D CAM YOU DESCRIBE YOU DAILY ACTIVITIES WHEM YOU WERE #
TEENABER, HOW YOU WENT ARDUT, HDW WAS YOUR DAD AND HOW YO

SFENT YOUR DAYY

&:  Srhool was exactly not my favorite occupation. @ T
was & happv-ao-lucky kid. PRicycled through much of Germany
and then I remembsr my father took me out on Sundavys ., we

want into the woods in order to have Tunch momeplace, and 1t

]

was @ nice life, I had a good time. And, so, when I 1ook
bacik, it was a happy vouth, except my mother was very ill
for many years, so I was very close to my mother. 8o it was
2 matter of being -- taking care of her sometimes, mavhe

that stesred me in the direction which I went in my later
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1ite, professionally. She had multiple sclerosis for nins
vears., 8o, that influsnced my youth to some degres. My
sister left very early. She was a medical student in
Germany, went to Italy and graduated with & medical degree
ir Italy and with her -- after smedical degres - with her

PRI and she’s now here in this countryv, retired in Banta Fe.

Shell never accept the word retired, of course.
frr NO.  WHY DID YOU B0 TO ITALY?Y

fBr OF necessity. T was the only country that would take

her at that ti

=]

2, irn order for her to continue her education

atter being a domssbic.

fr B0 WHEM DID YOU FIRET, SERIOUSLY, THINME OF LEAVING

BERMANY , AND HOW DID YOU G0 AROUT ITY

: To refer back to the person who made the application for

a visa to fmerica in early 1935 or 346, we finally, we

realized very early on that any delay in applying for a vi

i

&

tor the numbered guota, visa guota, that we werse not in the

P

sarly batch to get into America, to get a visa for America.

f

Throuagh a distant relative who fFinally gobt the family
together and said we have to do something to get out of it,
aet out of Germanv: and he weote to relatives in this
country on behalf of, I think, almost 18 people he aoplied
for, and they deposited the money in London in order to get
a temporary visa to stay in London and then come to America.

And, of course, that saved our lTives in getting out. The
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Felatives were located in Newark, New Jersey, at a very
large department store, Yanbarger and was direct decedent of
my mother and the family, my mother s decedents, bult sams
family. %o that’s how we got here. But how did I realize to
ast out, I must admit that I never Tiked the German
philosophy, [ never Tiked it. And my sister and I both had
a very unigus approach to it that this was not our Country
real vy and that the, well, I suppose, the kids here would
call it the sguareness In which we lTive. It was Jjust not
our cun of tea. It was not our approach, and we were never
manpy in that respect. Bo, in particular, in retrospect, 1

was very happy to get out and get ta England and come to

this country.

D WHAT AROUT YOUR FATHERT  WHAT DID HE FEEL AROUT GERMANY

AROLUT BEING A GERMAN AND 4 JEW IN GERMANYY

v: Me felt Jewish. He always observed his Jewishness
Wwithin the assimilated German Jew. And he 1iked GErmany .

He was very happy in it, and I think, gxcept for business

T3

i

VB &

raverzals during the Crash, and his wife’s illness, he w

haopy man in Germany.

G: HOW COULD HE KEEF HIE BUSINESS -- KEEF ON WOREING HIS

BUSINESET

A: The business, with the Crash after 1920, I think, it was
1929 when he had built a rnew factory with his partnsr, who

was not Jewish, and I can’t remember the, with the Crash,
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the mortgages were called in,and they wers not able to mest
it at that time. 5Ho, they had fto liguidate, and he had fo
changs professions, he became an inswancs oan and btried to
Viguidate his business, and he took that over in order o
continue the liguidation and remodeling the large factory.
I"ve got pictuwres of it in case vou want to see it, angd so
that kept him busy and also doing & temporary type of Job.
It was very hard on him to go through this tvpe of loss of
dignity. lLoss of a developing business, which HAS
excellent. To be Judamental at this point doesn’t do any
good . But you could not forsee the Crash anvway. But it
moral iy demoralized him to & great degres, and his wite.

being =0 sick, and the futuwre was hleak.

B WHERE WERE YOU ERISTALLNAIHT?

A Fristal lnacht. I was in Leipzig at the Jewish hospital

3

as a nurss and the 85 came in 1938 -- iz that corrsct -

‘38, veah. I opened the door for them, and they went
throuah the various rooms and wards to Took at the patiesnts
and see whalt nationality they wers; and this was one of my
most traumatic sxperiences during that particular tims.

They put peopie on this zide and people on this side. Those
that were to be taken away personns!, physicians, and

nurses, and those ambulatory patients at the time. And they

assemblad in

h

particular area in the corridor, and they put

me on the to be taken away. And as they went into the next

rt

room, I went into & room whers they had besn already. I
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was the only way I could escape. How I did it, and why 1
did it. I Rave no answer for it. No oready answer, because
it wasz Just divine guidance, let’'s put it that wayv. &And
most of these people were taken away o concentration camp,
temporarily, at that particular time. My father was taken

to concentration camp for a month.

D WHERE WAS HE TakENWNT

B At home., he told me the story later on that in his

typical German fashion, and I wused this again, he wa

i1

sitting with his little suitcase all packed, waiting to be
taken away. He’'s not —-— He was not the only one in this

type of attitude and the orderliness of the Bermans, you had

]

tion comoly with, S he was with many of his frisnds, and

P

including the Rabbi from OFfenbach, and many of his
acouaintenances that went all to the same concentration
camp .  He was thers for about two wesks to four wesks, I

don’t remember the sxact time, and then he was released.

G YOU DON'T REMEMBER THE NAME OF THE CAMP?

g I don't remembsr. S0, to 9o back to Kristallnacht, thes

next davy, the 58 came azain in order to sge who was lett .

i)
i

and they saw me and didn’t say a word. I don’ft think I was
- let’'s say, mnature snough or too observant enough in order

to keep my face away from any of those awthorities in order

to escape. really. Afterwards, I continued working there at
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the Jewish hospital in Leipzig. I think I bsitter ha

itt
"
i

AR M

WS L0 S0 W I I

Mr My father and I did not have the best of relationships
Wwith one amnothsr. And it's only Tater in later 1ife that we
really reconciled and got more of a mature adult

understanding of one another. and, as I think I mentionsd

1

before, his life was not the esasiest of life. He had to

M

many problems that, in retrospect, really have to think it
was very difficult for him to leave Bermany, was not esasy

for him. He had

i

wite in the hospital towards the end of
her life, his wife's 1ife, my mother’'s life, and he would
not have left her had she not died before. &and the business
reversal and losing evervthing, which meant a great deal to
Fim. To all of us, really, because he was the provider, and
he was the man in the house, that it meant a great deal to
Bim. He left finally in 1939, Just about in May of -~ in
Jung of 1939, That’s two minutes before midmight, Just
about before he could get out. And he came to England, and
my father and I both went to get -— came over in a convoy to
America in ‘40, And he started a new life. I have to give
him credit there, that he started a brand new life and made

a living in this country.
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B WHAT WAS ITY

Ar He was in 19 -- he must have been 50 -— &0, zomsthing.

He disd when he was L5,

e DID YOU IMMIGRATE TO ENGLAND TOGBETHER OR -

i

H

iz I came -— I lett Firaet. On Memorial Day of May, 19
& o'clock in the morning.  An interesting superience, of
courss, Mavy lst, 1t was a holiday in bermany. The bhorder
guards locoked at myv passport and, of courss, with a "J" in
it Ffor Jew. And once T corossed the Dorder into Holland, the
other passengers in my compartment said, "Are yvou visiting?"

I maid, "No, I'm passing through.” éand I exprsssed my Joy

]
e

fraving crossed the border that sort stuck in my mind.
And I visited my father's brother and his famity for a day

before I went to England. My father followed me shortly

thereatter.

e IN ORDER TO GET INTO ENGLAND, YOU HAD TO HAVE SOMEBODY

OVER THERE, RIGHT, T SFPONMSOR YOU?

Aar Yes. Dame family in Amnerica deposited sufficient money
with the Jewish agency. the Doonssbury houss at that tims in
Erngiand in order to make the sntire family plus all the
peripheral relatives come fto England andg Tive there for a
vear or . Some of them came as domsstics, which was
sazier, and they deposited that money +or that for us and

gave Wus visas originally so --
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G YOU SAID YOUR MOTHER DIED -~- WHAT YEAR DID SHE DIEY

T
o
—
G
21
o
:

AND YOUR GRANDFARENTS, WHAT HAFPENED TO THEM?Y

ar 1 pnever knew any grandparents, paternal or maternal .
Thay were an integral part of the family becausa the family
Mistory was a very important part of my mothese. Dhe was
vary proud of ker heritage, which documented goes brack to
1500 in Frankdurt.  And I never knew any of them, sxcept my

pictures and that's so I could never —-— I never had the Jovy

of grandparents.

Ghr DID YOU HAVE A FaMILY TREE?

G Yes. Incomplete. I don‘t have it with me, but in part
only . My mother bad it documented in the book. Which went
into & van 114t which was —- only got as far as Holland and
got sold off, and in there was the book, you probably have
it here, too, Stambrooffumshude [phoneticl, which was
written by a Frofessor Deets. He was not Jewish. fard he
delineates the Jewish familiss in Frankfurt and my mother

with great deal of pride alwavs documesnted it back to 1300,

Gy ANMD YOU JUST TRANSLGTED IT, IT'5 CALLED THE BOOE OF THE

FRANEFURT JEWST

0: 50, THAT'S A LONG WAY TO TRACE YOUR FAMILY.
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e

£ fes. On my mobther's side. M course, 8 YOu probably
kriow, in order to immigrate, youw have to have the Dirth and
dmath certificates, as well as the marriage certificates of
vour grandparents as far —— in order to get clearance to gst
aut. I don‘t know why, I still don’t understand it,
ardinary people do have grandparents. But vou had to bring

rhe certificates to the police department in order to get

i

sut of -— get clearance to get out and my father’s parents

ard grandparents came from the Rhinsland.

Gr WAS YOUR NAME ALWAYS WALLACE?

£z Mallach.

e YEAHT

£z Yeah .

D THAT'S VERY SIMPLE, RIGHT?
fr Very simple. Change one letter in the name Feom the THY

to oan "E" at the end.

WHAT WAS YOUR MOTHER‘S MAIDEN MNAME?T

[N

i Goldschmidt.
Cr WAS SHE RELATED TO THE BANEER GOLDSCHMIDT IN FRANEFURT?

A She was related to —— I don’t think so, no. She -— Very
distantly related to Spire from ﬁha Bank Haus Spire -—-—

distantly related on paper to the Rothschilds. But who



WALLACE--16

wasn 't related o Rothschilds? She was related to a local
poet by the mame of Bernard as well as Hinrmer., But all that

is part of her heritage and a very proud heritaoes.,

Cre AND YOUR SISTER, YOU SATD, LEFT ALREADY WHAT YEART

2 "33, I think. In 733 or ‘324, it must have besn "33 and

I saw her off on the train going to Italy. I remember that,

and she steved in Italy wuntil when she went to England,
also, as & domestic - domestic or & -— domestic, ves. Not

as a houssmaid, but as a —— taking carse of two children of a
Jewish family, and she was there when I arrived, and she

securad some lovely guarters for me to Tive, and then my

father came later on. I+ I wander, let me know, i+ 1 ago too

e IT S FINE, I'M S0 CURIGUE. T WANT TO ENOW 20 MaMNY

THINGS.  WOULD YOU CARE TO DESCRIRBE YOUR LIFE IN ENBLAND FOR

Ar Yes. I'd be very happy to, because it wasz a very

interesting life. It was +for the first time a fresdom that

i

it

was hardly known and the curiosity and learning the langusoge
was one of my major btasks, really, which 1 Tooked forward
to. I learned English in school, and I liked the language
vary much. 5o, T went to the Tibraries and tried to read

the London Times, and I would not exactly suggest that this

being the best method of learning Ernglish -- Tittie

difficult. But I enjoved my life in England very much.
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Made +risnds, lived in what vou call & boarding houss with
211 English people, and, which was a good exposure to the

languadgas.

G YOU HAD MONEY?

Mr Focket money, ves - out of money deposited from —— by

the relatives in order to live, and it presented no probiem.

WHERE WERE YOL WHEN THE WaR BROEE OUT?

i
s

#: O Septembesr Srd, 1939, I was in London when the sirens
started blowing. I ran home to get my gas mask, I wasn’t
far from it. These types of things stick in vour mind. I
PTived in Hendon, which was in northwest London, and then yvou
had to register with the police and give un vour Camsra,
never got it back, sither. Sg ~- &And then in early May of
194G, we left —— my +ather and [ lTeft London for Gmerica in

& CONVOY .

Crx DD YOU EVER EXPERIENCE ANY ROUND-UF IN ENGLAND A8 AN

ENEMY ALIEN, BEING & MALE?T

A No. I was not classified as an enemy alien, I don't
kEnow what classification I got. I was able to —— I was abie
to move about, within limitations, and not be sent to the
Isle of May [phoneticld, or Isle of White [phoneticl, which

one, I don’t remember.

D ISLE OF MAY [phoneticl.
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mr: Isle of May [phoneticl, okay. No, I had no oroblems.

Ghr NOT YOUR FAaTHER, EITHER?T

2 Mo, neither. S0 we made Tots of frisnds and we were

able to travel to U«ford and Cambridge and to various other

places so we really enJdoved our, as vou can gual ify ours 1ife

iid

in o a temporary situation without it being able to work and

the thres of us -— my father, my sister, and [ werae togsther

i
HEd

in'Lmndon, s0 1t was a pleasant time.
Qe THERE WERE NO RESTRICTIONS OWN YOUR TRAVELST?

A Limited, vou could not go into certain arsas, but,

otherwise, I had no restrictions.

ghr B0 AFTER, YOU HAVE VERY FOND MEMORIES O

FoOENGLANDT

”,

e Yes, I do. Yes. ['m alwavs

Soms childhood friends and their

in England now, and we -— we ao visit them every so ofben.

Ere WHOM DID YOL LEAVE BEHIND IN GERMANYT  WHD Was

fr My father’s family Just about -~ zs I mentionad befors,

thras brolb

CEIT . The two sisters tived in Elibessrdslt

tind. where they have a very fine store of linen,
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trouszeau and linen for many, many vears. They weni to

concentration camp.

L]

Gl WHAT WERE THEIR NAMEST

H]

S Fala and Funny Yallach [phoneticd, and my uncia, who

Tivad in Rotterdam, Holland, his wife, his two sons, and his

it

mother—in—1aw were hidden, and werse ulitimately diszcoversd
and zent to concentration camp and dissppeared.  That was -~

I have the names of the concentration camps where they want

It

in the papsrs. Sometimes yvou shub these things oul 50 you

don 't remember 1it.

G DO YOU ERNOW THEIR NAMES?T

S TYes. Hugo VYallach Dphonegticl, Trulah Vallach
[phoneticl, was his wife, her mother was a Anna Heimann

[phoneticl. The sons of Hugo and Trutah Vallach [phoneticl,

b2}
il
]

v Geoht and Ans Vallach [phoneticl, and they wers hidden,

1
s
it
i
bt
[}

i aich, and dizappeared in concentration camp.

i

Dr o aND DD YOU HAVE ANY DETAILS OF THE TWD SISTERE WHD WERE

FICKED UF AND WHEN THEY WERE FICKED UFT

A I don’t have the dates. but I know the concesntration

camps and Jjust disappeared.

AMD WHEN DID YOU FIND THAT OUTY

1
we

A: I don‘t remember. I think my sister was able to get

that information, unless my uncle, who lTived in Richard’s —-
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my father’'s brother, Richard, was the only other one who
szcaped from Germany. He lived in Toronto and he probablsy

got the information when his family how his family vanished.

L
m

WAS YOUR FATHER ABLE TO TAEE ANY OF HIS BELONGINGS OUT

OF GERMANY , ARNTTHING HE OWNED?

A: He shipped 1ift van with all the things in a that -- ki

furnishinogs thalt he wanted to take amnd fthe Y14t van

o, forwarded to Holland and was cauaht in the war, so it

could not be forwardesd, 1t was auctionsd off. The detail

HH

of which are only found out many vears afterwards through an
attorney in Frankfurt who pursusd the matter and with the
German thoroughness of documenting evervthing, it came to

¥

w

unt them, bscause they auctionsd off the contents of the

ll%

Tift van in order to pay for the storage fee, and there w

a surplus of approdimately F#30 or F40. I don't rememboe
what was, and that was in a zavings account: and we got that
back atter decades of it being sold off, of courss, no
records what they act for it, but the szurplus that thevy took

in was deposited so that was the spoil

11
11

my sister and I weres
apie to divide iTater on, about 10 each. So that waz a ~—
but it’s indicative of the German guide of documenting

averyithing and --—
Gz THE GERMAN THORDUGHMESS?

A That's right.
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L AS THEY WENT ABDUT IT. WHAT ABOUT YOURSELF. DID YOU
GET ANY OF YOUR PERBOMAL BELONGINGS, LIEE FICTURES, HOW IID

YOU BRING OUT THOSE PICTURES, THE OMES YOU'RE BOING TO SHOW?Y

Ay The ones I have hers, I think, we carried with us when

-
1

we Teft. some of it, my father took with him when he went
out ., and when he disd here in New York, when he died in New
Tork, we collected all of them, we have 1t here. &Hnd 1

alwave had the project of putting it all together in an

album, but that‘s later on in life, not yvet.,

Gro YOU BETTER GET GOING.

AT Yemah . I know. Would vou want me to take thoss out now

o Tater on?

G LET S RETRALT.  YOU WENT TO HOLLAMD, YOU STAYED WHAT,

ABOUT A DAY IN HOLLARND, OR WHAT?

A I think two days with my uncle and aunt.

THAT WAS BY TRAIN, RIGHT?

o]
su

A That is correct. vyes.
e AND THEN YOU BOARDED & SHIP OR ——

1 Yes. I boarded from Hookman, [phoneticd Holiand, to
England, and I‘m not a good sailor. Im crossing the English
charnnel , I knew all about it, and I would not want to repeat

vt channel orossing. I was pretty sick that night.

it. Tha

But when vou take the boat train to from wherever the ship
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- the ferry arrives and to London and to buy —— my = 1sher
was waiting for me there since she had already arrived, and
I was very glad to get some sleep and gel soms rest in a

zate hMavernr .

G WHAT ABDOUT THE AUTHORITIES WHEN YOU FIRST ENTERED
ENGLANDT  WERE YOU GQUESTIONED AT LENGTH OR COULD YOU TALE

ABOUT IT?

& Mo. I dondt remember any particular problems, we had to
ao to o-- it was a particular palice station wheare you had Lo
oo to later on in order to file all your papers and -— but 1

don‘t remember any particular problems. [ had a visa to

Iy

stay there, and so not that I remember any problams.

ey

D YDU WERE ABOUT 20 YEARS OLD THEW?

G 1 was 20, ves, and I celebrated my Zist birthday in

Loncdon with thes great -- it was a2 great event.

3

[
un

3 AND YOUR ENGLISH STARTED IMFROVINGT

e Oh, ves.

e YOU HaD S0ME IN SCHOOL, DIDN'T YOU™

T
Ao
nu

TEs, YES. It was a favorite language, I alwavs 1iked
it. My father spoke English because he had some affiliation
in London, he traveied to England about once a year, and he

Fad & busineses associate in London who represented his
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particuiar firm and sales peopls who did their English

ather good

it

1

s 4
1]

meiling there with i

i

Dlr 80 THAT WAS IN 193%, OND YOU BA8ID IM 1740 YOUR ORDER

MNUMBER CAME THROUGH?

AN =3
fhe DID YOU EXFERIENCE ANY BOMBINGE: 4T THE TIME?D

fhe MNOT THEN, YETT

Mr No, no.  Adr raid girens, ves, but no bombings, no.

£
113
o

50, YOU LEFT BEFORET

A Yees, I did, ves.

e TELL US & LITTLE BIT WHEN YOUR ORDER NUMBER CaME, HOW
YOU FELT AND WHERE YDU WENT TGO —— TD THE CONSULATE AND ALl

THAT'?

Ao I owouldn't mind going back for a moment, a little
further back ., cause vou reminded me of an event in Leipzig
which was in 1938, 1239, after KEristallnacht, and we
voluntesred, and people who were in the —-— taking care of
patients. We knew of people who were discharged from the
concentration camps who ware released from concentration
camps and we went to the railread station to take care of

these peopis as they came in. And some of them had to be
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il

taken to the hospital becauss they came in pretty poor
condition -— medical condition. And, of course, in no tima,
I cangiht diptheria from ong of the patiesnts. So to end my
caresr in Leipzig, I had to go to a city hospital at that

time in order to be isolated, natuwraliy, in order to gst
cwred of the diptheria, which was a pretty miserable
disease. And while I was in the hospital, pretty sick, I
got the message that my visa had arrived. I couldn't even
—— to go to England, I couldn’t even use it, and that was
really a psychological impact that I was not going to accent

20 2asily, I wanted to get oub in a hurery.  But anyway, 1

had to get well and to recooperate so I took another zaveral

1]

months before I could go home to Mfenbach again in order &0

i

take care of &11 the necessary formalitiess and get out. So

I Jdust ~-

G I7M INTERESTED TO ENOW, YOU SAID YOU WERE MOTIVATED BY
TOUR MOTHER'S SICENESS TO 60 INTO THAT PROFESSION —— INTO
THE MEDICAL FROFESSION. WAS IT VERY COMMON IN GERMANY, AT

THE TIME, FOR & MAN TO EBE & NURBET

A Much more common, if vou related to an attitude in this
countery, much more commnon, ves. It was not unusual o

become a male nurse.,

o]

HOW MUCH TRAINIMNG DID YOU NEED FOR THAT?

A Bame as any RN —- but don’t compare it to what we train

here.



Gz ANMD WERE YOU TREATED

YTOUR TRAININGT

e Yes, indeed. Yes, it

AMONG vour own kind

in Bsrlin
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AT THAT TIME FAIRLY DECENTLY DURING

was a Jewish Hospital, so vou were

arnd

e WHAT WAS THE NaME OF THE HOSPTIALT
&1 Israel Yiddish Connink [phonetic] House in the Iranish

Cphoneticl Houss in Berlin. 1 only remember it because I
saw it vesterday.

G IN LEIPZIG, WAS IT A JEWISH HOSPITAL?

A Yes, of couwrse, it had to be. OFf course. You couldn’t
work in any other hospital in a city hospital or any other.
It had to be & Jewish hospital, and now training, vou cannmot
Ccompare, you can’t even compare medicine ss it was im those
dave as it is today. But the motivation cesrtainly, as vou
zaid, very rightly, it was my mother who was 111 and I had
an interest in it in going into -- I would have preferred to
become a doctor, but that was not possible. They didn’t
Chave sufficisnt education, a possibility of an education,
and sscondly, monstarily., i s oand you oo

time in Desrmany

Ay more S50 we had to do the next best thing.
A WHAT SORT OF WORE, IF ANY, DID YOU DO IN ENGLAND?

& Mo work at all.

mind it at that time.

I was not allowed to work.

So I didn 't
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L WHEN YOU WERE YOUNG S

£z Yes.

AND YOU WANTED TO ENJOY YOURBGELFT

A Yeah. Enjoy my fresdom.  Enjoy what T alwavs thouaht
other countries might be like and to perceive the different
attitudes in a democracy and in a country that so entirely

different from where we came. 1 wWas an eve openser.

G HAD YO EVER TRAVELED ABROAD DURING THE TRIALY

AN Y&s . I went to Switrzerland a number times. I went to

“hechosliovakia once and went to, I think that’s a1l I

remember at the moment.

Ch:  AND DID YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE COUNTRY YOU WERE DREAMING

AROUT OR READING ABOUT YOU WOULD LIKE TO LIVE INT

A I think, at that time, a dream bhad to border on real ity
rather than fantasy so England was the country that T wanted

to gao to. It'g ——

fre AND YOU HWERE NOT DISAPPOINTEDT

A Mo. I was not disappointed, no. OF course, I knew,
ultimately, I had to come hers to dSmerica, but I never

regretted 1it. I had a good life here.

G: DESCRIBE A LITTLE RBRIT YOUR EXODUS FROM ENGLAND TO

AMERICA, HOW THAT CAME AROUT.
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Hr A5 soon as we knew that we cowld ast our visa to —— or

afficdavids for America. we booked passags on a —— at that

2

time, was Koona White [phoneticl Starline in order to come
over here, and we left from Liverpool; and at that time it
waz wartime for England already, not really for the United
States., so we had to go in a convoy and that means zigzag

and cross the datlantic and again, I was not the best of

H]
e

g

itors for the first couple of davs, but the rest was
alriaht.

G WHAT KIND OF SHIF Was I77

G It was 2 regular passenger ship, 55 Britannic.

G IM ENGLISH, REGISTERELDT

fiz English registered, Foona White [phonsticl Starline

zhip.

Gy DURING WARTIMET

A Yes. Very nice ship.

G DID THEY TELL YOU WHERE YOU WOULD DEFART FROM DR WAS IT
FEFT A BECRET FROM YOUT

&Ge To the best of my recollection, I think they told me
whers the assembly would be, whether we would depart from
there, I‘m not sure, it’s a good guestion. I don’t remamber
that for sure. Just let's get it over with and get out and

aet in sats Journey.
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I don’t remsmbers how many, but thers

SHIFD

AMD YO SAID IT WAS & RESULAR FPASSENBER SHIFT

SO

i

wers merohant

ships, as waell as destrovers, escort ships going aoross the

fatlantic, wuneventful .

e HOW LONG DID IT TARE YOU?

I
.
[

£ WHERE TID YO LAND?

-
e
Erd

Gond guestion. I think New York, or

Sevan or eight or ning davs, I think.

Canada™ Ko, 1

thirmk New York, veah. I'm mot swe any more, &5 1ong a8 wWe

anded, veah.
Ghe DID ANYRODY MEET YOU AT THE EBOATT

£z Y@z, A distant cousin met us at the
I'm glad vou asked me. My memory, sure,
that we arrived here and we et here and

enpual rooms for ws in New York .

e HAD YOU MET HIM BEFORET

lnl:

A

Eoin Rew York,
it was in New York

they had secwred
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SO WHAT DID YOU DO YOUR VERY FIRET WEE WHEMN YOL WERE

&
o

IN MEW YORET

A Tried to get acolimated and see what -- how this
countery, how this looks YTike, big New York Dity, and 1 knew
that I had to start working in order to make & living. aTatul

through various connections, I was able to sscuwrs & position

i
i
i

in Westohester County, north of New York City in &

G iLAarium 8% a4 NUrss agsin.
G WERE YOUR CREDENTIALS GOOD7?

Ar Mo, they wers not, no, 30 I was an uncredentialed nurse
to - but not in the capacity of & nuwrse in the sense but as
an attendant in the sanitarium. Hnd I worked therse very
happily until the war broke out in this country, and Uncle
Sam said come here, and I was drafted into the édrmy. And T

was in the Army for almost four vears.
Gre DESCRIBE A& LITTLE BIT WHAT YOU DID IN THE ARMY, PLEASE.

A T owas on lTimited service, dus to a phyvsical condition at
the time, and started off with the Infantrye: bhut they
realized early that I was not exactly what they neesded in
the Intfantry. They transferred me to a hospital in
Charleston, South Carolina., and I staved there as an x-rav
-- I had a choice of becoming sither an x-ray technician o
an opasrating room nurse, and I know what an operating nurse
means, and that means on-call 24 hours a day so I got smart:

and I learned to become an w-ray technician.
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I was very fortunate in trat respect in that lTife was

erneral

i
i

ae contfortable as yol Can axpect in the Army 1in &
hospital as compared to the situation of a fighting soidiar.
1 berame a cibtizen vary guickly, dus to having Joined the
army and changed my name afficially at that time. And
apolied for intelligence in order to interpret and thers was
assigned to -~ rransferred to. & prisonar of  war camp, bub

the papers ot somswhal messed up so from B2, which was the

intel ligence branch of the United States Army, they thean

i

zent me back to a hospital in Roma, Georgia, and from there

4

I was sventuallly transferred hack to Fort Dix, New Jersey,
whare 1 was discharged after almost —— not guite four years

in the services.

WERE YOU EVER CONSIDERING TRYING TO BE SENMT ABROAD WITH

Fraf?
ieed
b

THE ARMY DR DIDN'T YOU HAVE &MY Say IN THAT OR -

A No. I was not based on limited sorvice which restricts

4]

you to eithsr —-— 10 Fhiz countey, only, I imagine, vEal .

Hi.".! 3

C:  WHERE WAS YOUR FATHER NOWY WHAT DID you DOY

Miv Ffather started pfd with becoming a representive for

T
"y

South American leather goods which, of course, he knew -
jeather goods was his business, leather goods was his

manudacturing, and he miraculously really got himsald into

mako a living, make a decant living, and, but not for very
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tong:; and in 1944 he died in New Jersey, whare he was on a

tripg in a hotel .

=u

DID ME BECOME & CITIZENT

£

—t
m
L]
<«
i
]

5o, it was not esasy for him to come back,
whiat we said about Germany and his attitude and his —~— hiz
Germanness -- it was difficult to accept American wayvs of
doing business and so on, but he did sxtremsly well,

considering.

B WHAT AROUT YOUR SISTER?

&

My sister came over here in 1945, while I was -- ‘44,
AL, 1T don’t remember exactly, she too came over from

Ergland in a convovs and she pursued her profession in order

]

to get acoreditation as guickly as possible: but she did not
practice and get her license. She had an MD. She had a

Fhll, also, from Italy and she became a psvohologist and

continued that as & analvst, psvchologist.

fr  WHERE?

£

A: In New York City, and practiced there in Connecticut and

]
i

11

retired about a vear ago to Santa Fe, where she’s starting

all over again.

f: OH, REALLY.

A Yes.

Gh: WONDERFUL . WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO THE WEST COAST?
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PeG ., atter 1& vears as administrator of a medical
group ., I felt it was time for a change. My wife had retired
o was retired from her position since as a nuerss. She —-
The office was transferred to Virginia, and Virginia was not
one of the places wheare we wanbed to move in ordee for here
ﬁm continus. S0 we thought we'd take & trip out here, and
we decided to move oub hsre in 1946%. Hnd we ﬁaﬁ frisncs
Fere . Dome distant relatives. 50 we both took six months
to coms across and fFinally in 197 —— 1 started hers in ban

Francisco in 770, veah, 1970, again in medical setting, at

int Mary’s Hospital Medical Center and as associate

control ler.

£

G WHERE DID YOU MEET YOUR WIFE?T

A In Mew York Citv. We got married in 1948, married for

A0 —— going on 43 vEars.

Gle GREAT. DI YO HAVE ANY ODHILDRENT

e Mo children, no.
Cre AND YOUR WIFE ALS0 WORKED A5 4 NURBE, YOU SAID. DNID SHE

WOERE OUT HERE, TOO7

Ar Bhe worked, ves she did for a lTimited time. She was

Wk oA good numbsr of vEars as an

which is in

& oompany in New York Cityv in

o~ - rove S |
a targs chsmical --—



WALLACE--33

chemical company ., so they retired hesre after they moved the

t

oftices to another state.

Gz HAVE YOU BEEN BACE TO YOUR NATIVE COUNTRY WHERE vOU WERE

BORM, WELL, TO THE CITY YOU WERE BORNT

ione

A Iwe bheesen back to the countery onos,. and that

for the first time. I“ve not besen back to the city 1 was

[5 3

ot in, and I owent back to Germany on oa trip that my wife
and I took throuwgh the Scandanavian countrissy; and I finally
cdecided if I wanted to see a certain part of Germany I had

rnever sesn before, and so we did.

Lie WHAT WERE YOUR FEELINGST
A It took me Tong timess to make that decision, and,

obviously —— and very mixed feslings of going.

i

Contemplating the trip -— it was with appprehension, in a
Wwayv. I had no idea what my rsaction it would to any
reaction I might encounter and also how people would fesl .
S0 I was very sensitive to it when we arrived in Cologne and
went through the mozel [phoneticl part which I was alwavs
wanted to sse, I had never besn there. and sensitiviity can

e advantageous as far as heing alert or disadvantageous as

tTar a

H

heing very sensitive to any movensnt. But I found no
incidents, no occurrence which would uphold my suspicions
and my feelings about -- people were pleasant, were

stremely nice. I encountered nothing &t all, nothing.
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As a matter of fact, I cam tell the story about a woman
in particuliar, part of bermany, the nanse sscapes me, getl
back to it then in & minute, Solberken [phoneticl, we staved
irn a hotel, were going to FParis or London, we hadn’t decided
it yvet, and I noticed that I nesded medical attention, and
the woman, who was not the voungsst of psrsons, bult was whai
I would say middle aged at that time, was the most helpful
individusl . She spoke English to some degrss, bul she was
zuch an sxtremely pleasant, helpful individual -—— when she
said, "We in bGermany have wonderfol doctors who cosrtainly
could take care of voau." And I was pleasantly surprised,
fet’s put it this way, and not in the usual manner in which
some people would have approached 1t. She was almost taken
aback when my wifs said L wouldn’'t be advantageous to me Lo
gtay here. I don't speak German, and I would have to stav
in a hotsel, and that would be guite sxpensive for howsver
Tong it would take, and we had friends in London who made
the arrangemsnits for us, for me, rather, and they picked us
up at Heathrow and made the reservations —— reservations -—-
the arrangements at the hospital in London. But I had no

unpleasant e«dperience.

e WHEN YOU WERE IM BERMANY, DID YOU TALE GERMAM TO THE
GERMANE WHEN YOU FELT THEY SPOKE ENMBLISH, WOULD YOU RATHER
TalE GERMAN TO THEM, OR DID YOU HAVE HESITATIONS AROUT DOING

THAT?
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o
]

=n

Conversaly, [°d rather speak English than German. My

German iz very fractured, yveah.

D OF COURSE, YOU TOLD ME YOUR WIFE WAE NOT NATIVE?

A Native. Born here.

G AND SHE DOES NOT SFEAK GERMANT

i Mo, she does not speak Berman, and there are very { @w
people who speak German who we know or of bDerman origin. = tw]

our orientation is not towards it, and it makes Tot of

1]

diffarenscs.

f:  HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED ANTISEMITISM IM YOUR WORK IN

AMERICA, EITHER EAST OR WEST COAST?Y

f: OF course. Particularly in the Army. Bub then you have

o consider the source. Some pegople wouldn't know what

i

!
a1

Jew looks like, except he didn’t have horne, 38 W to

]

LIS E
sayy and, yves, you do encounter it in the masses of peoplie.
vou find people who don’t know what a Jew is or what he is

and 50 when vou don’t know, you're attacked; and I found it

i

that way, particularly in the Army. Otherwise, it’'s a, you
might call it, & social antisemitism which is not a frontal
attack but social antisemitism. Overall, I would sav it’'s
vaery limited. It’s more obvious in the community itself
that you find it as we know. At the moment, it’sz more than

it has ever before, but not on an individual basis, and I,
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too, am very active in the communities. I“m busier now than

I was when I was working, o pursue my interests.

Gz DOING WHAT?

A After retirement in 1981 from the hospital here in San
Francisco, I took my sabbatical, which comes once in &
Tifetime for some, and I decided to go to a community

ool

i

gz to be active in ift,. took cowrses and becams achbive
in the student organizations for emeritus college, which is

in the student

]

for oltder people and, too, becams achbiv
organization, became the chairman of the Associated Students
of Emsritus College and became interested in itb. It went

then back to the old medical, was appointed by the county to

Ry

the health counsel, which was an advisory body to fthes board
of suparvisors in Merrin [phoneticl County and becams a --
the first chairman of the Bpard of the Buck Center for
Fesearch in fAging, which I am still extremely active, still
on the board, still an officer, secrstary/treasurer of the
board. I‘ve been there since [98&. And next Tuesday 1,
hopetully, will be reappointed to anothsr term, thres-vear

term, to the Boasrd of Directors.

1

IT DOES S0UND AS IF YOU'RE VERY, VERY BUSY.

A Indesed, I am.

1

dr WOMDERFLIL .
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A It's zo that life can be pleasant and my wite, too, 18 a
commissioner on the commission on aging for eight vears. o

we're both very active indeed.

e CARN YOU THINE OF ANY INtIDEHTE OF ANYTHING YO WOULD
LIKE TO TELL US YO HAHVE FORGOTTEM TO MENTIONT  WOLHD YOU
LIKE TO TAKE & LITTLE TIME AND THINE OUT ARBOUT IT OR CaN YOU
THINE, OF IT NOWT  LET'E GO BACE TO YOUR TIME IM LEIFIZIIG WHEN
YO WERE A NURESE THERE, AND AD YOU WERE MENTIONING BEFORE,
THE S5 CAME AND HQIDED‘THE FLACE , COULD YOu TeELL ME A& LITTLE
ABROUT YOUR PHILISORPHY OF WHAT YOU THOUGHT YOU WERE DOING AT

THE TIME?

Ay I don’t know what I was thinking. I think Id like to
address, rather, what I did. Opsning thes door for them snd
tetting them in and observing and viewing and being part of
the action there is not so much thinking that T did, I
think . as Jusit an action which came naturally and not

resal izing what was going on. I think innocence, youbbh and
inevperiences, althoush being fully aware of what the world
o in DeErmany around wus and what was going on, but the

real izing of the conssguences wasn’'t thers to that degree,
s osome of the action,. as [ mentioned before., was Just yvou
did it without really thinking in the same sense as to
sractly what vou were going to do. Belf-pressrvation, of
course, was part of instinct, and it must have beesn with me,
obtherwise [ wouwldn’t be here to t=11 the story, and the

impact really came when I came to realizing that the head
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suraenn was taken awavy and since I was involved with
surgery, there was no one else there, axcept somsbody who
could -— was the assistant surgeon, 50 thers was no -
Tittle or no surgery could be done, and we dealt with some
zick people out of the concenirabion Camps.

Eut the real impact came, really, and it’s never tatt
me, is the disappearance ot the family: and that - when I
come to think of it, it still haunts me in the sensa that

these ar

1]

dear ones. 1oved ones, whom I kEnow I've spent

ione with them, and they invited me; and they re all

1
o
o+

VA
gone and that’'s ~— they would have —— no Tonger be al ive.

The parents who no lTonger be alive of thess, and, but it

+i11, vesterday, when I looked at the pictures and took oub
the pictures: and I looked at the family and saw I noticed I
was getting older and getting softer from the - andd vou
don’t think about this evervday. Bo that’'s —— you et

softer and softer as vou get older.

G: WHEN DID YOU HEAR THE WORD "CONCENTRATION CAME" FOR THE

FIRSET TIME?

Sr T dont think I could pinpoint it as to exactly when. I
know that in the family, of courss, was of the
Kristallnacht, but that’s not the answer -- the guestion —-
an answer to yvour guestion. I think the Rabbi of vour
synagogue, of our synagogue, in Offenbach, was taken away if
I‘m not —— i+ I'm right, temporarily, to a concentration

camp. I°m not sure of it and, of course, the whole
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of it
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WEPY gray 1n

+amily talked

rabibd
second volums
Somebody wrob
are dis
SUFVIVOrs who

names and add

to it, and I

O YES.

OFFENBACH, RI

A Mo

G YOU HAVE

I do, and

MEMCIIY 4
nave changed,

remembar it.

the whols Jewish

v the existence of 1t
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Comidr ity .

n
i
-
b

iy Ve

my memory of that as to when, of

bt

. just recelved

. of the history of the
& it and sent with
tributing all ~- thoss.
are all
PESEEE .

don’t intend to.

GHTT

MO DESIRE TO?

I don‘t, but mostly,

wWwe're doing this this mormings

e

avEryomne & s Was

it & listing

over the world with the

But I7ve never besn ——

I don't.

hut to

I'd rather keep 1n my DEMOrY as

Fleasant and unpleasant,

to renember the pleasant things.

both.

much awars

of those who

& children and

naver been bhack

YO DO MOT WaNT TO 50 BALDE TO

To dar my

z@e how things

I‘“d rather trv
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e HAE YDUR WIFE EVER EXPRESBED &4 DESIRE TO SEE WHERE YOu

i Yes, but not strongly, no. She’s seen pictures I have,
a picture of ow homs, and I ftook -- she bnows about ﬁur
home life in Affenbach. and so it has changsd $foom what
triends who have 1ived across the strest and nearby ars
gtill friends have told us that it has changed a lot from

what it was, so let it be.

s BUT I8N'T THAT TRUE OF ALMOST EVERY PFLACE YOU ENOW,

PROGRESS CHANGES, RIGHT?

i We don't have to go very far for that.

s RIGHT.

A Do long as it’s progress in the right direction.

e WELL, HERBERT, I'M REALLY GLAD THAT YOU SHARED YOUR
STORY WITH U8, aAND I WANT TO THANE YOU FOR THAT, AND WE ARE

VERY ANXIOUS TO SEE YOUR FPICTURES NOW, S0 --



WALLACE--41

{(Fictures shown.!

Che TELL US WHDO THIS IS, PLEABE.

: This is my paternal grandmother, the picture was taken

Ty

in Dusseldord, Dermany.

Gr OEAY. WE CAM PUT THAT A5 THE FPHOTOGRAFHER THERET

Ar Yes, and that’'s the name in which the town it was taken.

I never knew her.

Gy CAN YOU GUESE FROM HER ABE WHAT YEAR THIS MIGHT HAVE

SEENT

f

A I have no idea, no ides what her age was, fairly voung

womar , I would presume, because it’g ——

Grr S0, WHO I3 THIS NOW?

Gr This iz my paternal grandfather. Yes. Taken in

it

Germany, Dusselberg, also.
e DEAY, GO AHEAD NOW.

Ar This is my father’'s brother, Hugo Vallach [phoneticl,
and his wite Trulah Vallach [phoneticl, taken in -- I don‘t
know where it was taken. They lived in Hamburg and later on

in Rotterdam, then into the concentration camp.

T

fhr WHICH CAMP?
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A: I have to look that wup. I have i

papers. Do yvou want me —-

G AND TELL US WHO THESE FEOFPLE ARE.

A These are the three brothers, VYalach, oy father, Otto,
tihe oidest one on the Teft in the middie is middle sgsd,
Hugo, and the voungest one, Richard on the right. bdhere it
was taken, I have no idea. But that must have besn tabken

when they were pretity much the prime of their life.

Gre Al RIGHT.
A These are the two sisters, Vallach and that is Funny

Vallach [phoneticl on the Teft, and Fallah Vallach
Cphoneticd on the right. And they lived in Elberfelt
[phoneticd at the trosseaud and Vinen shop. They disappsared

1

i

e

;
i

in the concentration camp,
Gre OEAY.

A I 1937, I visited my uncle and aunt Hugo Valach and
Trulah Vallach [phoneticl the couple standing up and I‘m on
the left, the other couple is unidentified, and I dor’t know
it. The last I saw them, once more, after that. They
disappeared a in concentraction camp, also. I was a nurse
in Berlin at the tims they asked me to come and visit them

on my vacation.

2]
»

: AND TELL US WHAT THIE IS, FLEASET
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A This is ow homs in OFFfenbach. Itz a houses, &
threse-story home with many good menories, and we were forcs
to sell it fto a non-Jewish family in order to affect a
transfer of Jewish property. At a2 Toss, of course, and it's

stil1l standing from what I've heard. The unigusness about

o

it 1= the house number, which was 118 and 1710th, since the

original property was divided into three houses, 1/710th and

g

A710ths.  This was ow home in Offenbach.

e AND THIS, FPLEABE?

A This is my mother, holding me as a voung baby. I have
no idea how old I was, and that’s my sister on the right,

and it was taken in the hometown of Offenbach., I presume.

Ge o OEAY.

Ar I think this is a photograph of my mother before she was
marrisd or shortly thereafter, and, of course, a handsoms,
young woman. Very fashionable, and I think it was taken in

Frankfurt, her hometown.

{(Fhoto change.)

Ar This is my father as a dashing voung man, as he used to
call himseld, and I don’t know whether it was before or was
this Just prior to his marriage to my mother. Where it was

takern, I don’t know.

(Fhoto change.)



WALLACE--44

A My mother and father in the inevitable photoaraph,
in Italy, someplace, meother on the Teft, father on the

rright, which was always one of the popular photographs

coupte on a Journsy.

Chr TELL UE ARCOUT THIE, FLEASBE.

R This is the picture of my father's military company
during World Wae I.  and I have no idea who they are,
individually, except my father who is in the upper

right-hand corner. That =

about his military sxperience at home, Just about -—-

in the Home Guard of some sort.

WRE .«

HH

e TELL US ABOUT THIB, FLEASE?T

tactory where he was a partner with J1J Frank,
other partner, his other partner.

in 1927, 728,

the completion of the building

e TELL US AROUT THIS, FLEASE.
Fip This is my mother’'s sister in Israel. She and hees

husband immigraﬁed 2arly to Irael, approximately 1934,
O TELL US ARDUT THIS, FLEASE.

A This is my mother’'s sister in Israsl. She and her

husband immigrated early to Israel, approdimately 1934,

e

tak en

of a

excent

my father who proudly told us

WA

I have no idea of what it

the factory and sales offices of my father’s
who was his

This was shortly atter

P

¥
et

i

T35,
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e TELL US apoOUT THIS, . .

A1 These are twins, which apparently run in my mother's

family,

and my mother's sister’

HH]
i
it
i
i

on was married to a person

in Israsly and they had twins; and I've never seesn them. I

gon‘t know

LrEsLme

their namaes. They still Tive in Israsl, I

and I have no idea who they are. Thevy must be

GrOWn up by now.

t:  THESE FEOFLE?

#r This is,

Her husband,

in the middle, is again my mother’'s sister.

on the left, was the architsct, also, of the

factory of my fathers, a well-known architect in Leipzig of

the Jewish synagogues, of the cemetary and various other

Jewish buildings.

n my right is their son and who is the

tather of the two cousins of mine whom I/ve never met. I

zaw him again once in New York, where he came with his

second wite,

AQAIN .

an Egyptian Jewesss, and never heard from him

I have no idea where he is. He went to Maine and

sort of disappeared out of sight. Certainly Tike to know

what happened to my two cousins. Children, my cousin’s

children, rather.

B AND

No idea.

WHO IS THIZ?

Al This is my mother's sister’s husband, who was the

well-known architect, Reely Holler [phoneticl in Leipzig,

who was an early zionist, and moved with his family to
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LS

larael, as I mentionesd, about 33, 34,

Israsl .

G TELL UB WHO THIS IS5, FLEABE.

f: This is my uncle Richard Wallace.

to kallace, too, and who lived in Toron

[
[u
—d

oronto, Canada, and his two offspri

daughter live in Toronto now, too.

e TELL US ARBOUT THIS OME.

1

Ar This iz the Vallach family, and I t

and two girls, but I cannot definitely

and he disd in

He changed hiszs names
o atter immigrating

ngs, his son and a

Mink their two bhovs

identify them by

name, individually, because I didn't want to make the

mi

i

%

early picturesz of the Vallach Ffamilvy.

Be YOU MEAN YDUR FATHER'S SIBLINGS?

11

A Father's siblings, that is correct,

G BOOYOU MAY BE O IN THERE, BUT YO RE

take of putting the wrong one on there. But they are

FOT CERTHINT




