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N OidY.  CAN YOU TELL US ABDUT THIS PICTURE, PLEABE?Y
11 right, that’'¢ my piciure when I was 14 vears old.

It was faken in Mew York City. My older sister ftook the picture —

2

£ ok the picture. I didn’t have too many photooraphs

of myself, so she took the picture. &nd it's been sorid of 2 picture
thet’'s been used throughout the family., ALl my children have the picture.
My nisces and neghews in & lot of different houses. I'm very surprised to
find it.in different parts of the couniry.

& OEAY, WHAT YEAR WAR THE PICTURE TAKENT

A Let’'s see, I was 16,

{ TELL US ABRDUT THIB, PLEABEY

f fkay. This picture was faken in Germany in 1734,

1935, And this is myself, and I'm the person in the middle. And to the
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right is myv older sister Gerirude., And fto the left is my midd
Marvanna and this was taken —— 1t was our last picture —— group picturs

taken in GBermany that we had for the family. And where it says "Rock® it
actually means that it's German for, “"The regular photo.” Bo that's why

it's written on there aznd that's the only piciture that we have of when we



were —— a yvoung picture like that, during that period. That was 1934,
close fto 1934, 1935,

AND YOU WERE WHICH PERBON?

& Yeah.

8 YOI WERE WHIDH PERBONT

EA Hum? |

& WH WERE YOU?

A I am the middlie.

i I THE MIDDLE?

a In the middle - I am the voungest, wvesh. I was 4 years old
4 and a half wvears old.

8] TELL US ABOUT THIS PLEABEY

A This was our house in Germany Rutzheim {(Fouse) and
it —— we had 2 store as you can sse. We had 3 ¢lothing store, and inv

back of the house, we had cigar factory. Bub that was closed in early

the

19530,  fAnd now, &% time, the city of Rutzheim has made i%

into & post office: which I have vet to see. It was not our last home

4

h
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when we were in Rubtzheim becsuse we were Torced -— we had sold the house

and we had —- fthe people wanted to move in and we had o

lesve, S0 we
lived somewhere else in our last few weeks ~— last few weeks in Rutzheim.
But most of my parents’ lives and my sisters’ lives we ~— znd my life, we
lived in that house.
8 OrAaY. ARE YOU IN THE PHOTOGRAPH?
A Mo. I don’t know what that photograph —— I am not in

the photograph and I don't know who that is really.
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& TELL UEB ABOUT THISE, FLERBE?

A Thiz iz Rutzheim, 1933, and that’'s my handwriting.
And the one -— the woman on right is my mother.

& OEayY.

A And the child on the left is me. It was my fifth birthday
party, and in the courtvard of the house. 4nd there iz the neighbors -
there is g neighbor next to my mother and next to them is my sister
Maryanna and another maybe. And the man who's sticking oud, that’'s my
Tather.

& IN THE BACK ON THE LEFT?

A That's right. That’'s right.

i AND WERE YOU O THE LEFT ~- THIHRD OW THE LEFT?

& Tnat’'s right. That's right, and that’'s me.

N THIRD FROM THE L_FT”

A That’'s right. Thait's right. If's my Tifth birthday party and
in the courtvard, and it was oubtside. Ang it was very nice and I remember
i got = scooter for 2 present and 1% was & very Jjoyous ocoasion.  And
that’'s the only picture in the family we have of that particular
pooesion.  And that's all T can savy sbout it. It was just & nice
remembrance.

& WHDO ARE ALL THE CHILDREW IM THEREY ARE THEY FRIENDE

A Okay. There was someone else in there. I'm Irving
to zee. She is a2 woman who worked for us znd she was just like one of
family, and I thought I saw somehow they might be in fhere -— mavbe in the
pack here. Bhe might be the one that’'s in the back there, and 1 have
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another picture over there that you might ——

& OEAY. WHAT'S HER NAMEY

A Her nams wss Wetchum, Eathy, Hetochum. That’'s what we

called her. Estchum was her name. Bhe was very close to the family, and
she was very disturbed when all these problems that we had with the Mazis

ard gll khat. That I had related to you befors. So she came to visit us
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when we came back fo Germany. 1711 show vou I have

&l Y.  TELL UB ABOUT THIS PLEABE?Y

& Okay. This i

i1

s 1788 after we returned after all these
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vears, When we returned to Rutzheim

nd the Mavor took me throughout the
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house to see the house and fo fell me that they are going to make it into
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a post office. &nd I looked at all these specific places that I had al
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these memorises and thizs iz one of the memoriss

b}

hat vou saw, the picturs

in 1935. This is what it looked like after 21l thesze vears. I zlso
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iooked at the stairs —— went upstairs to look at the rest of courtvard to

see that it was very difficult to ses it, sxcept %
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hadn 't changed that much. 1 mean the courtvard was still there and a

these different things happened to a1l of us and zll these people.

& TELL US ABOUT THIS, PLEARE?
a Az I mentioned earlier in my talk is that my mother

was trying to geit omy father out of prison, and my sisters and myself wers

S
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weiting at train station for my parents to come back. And it was the most
difficult part of my voung life. After all, I was only B vears old, and I

didn’t know whether I was going to see my parents again. It was g very
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trying sxperience. The first thing I did in 1988 when I came to Rutzheim

is go to that particular spot and take pictures, and I just sat there and
cried. I just cried and cried, and I couldn’t stop crying. And my sister

wasm with me and she felt the same way. My middle sister was witl
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the time and we sort of relived our experiences by having that perticular

£308

thing. And so that picture is very valuable %o me because 1% has s 1ot of

motional ties.

i

Y DAY .
£y That wes part of it. This is what we saw while we

were sitting there waiting, looking around, and fryving to make the minuies

i

go faster. OAnd that’s part of those pictures that I took when we first

§

pot there.
i TELL US ABGUT THIE, PLEABE?
f This was my great grandfather’s grave in Rutzheim.
And they ftook us on oz trip fo the cemetery and showed us what the people

in the town have done to keep the Jewish cemetery in good condition and
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hey said because th
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Mazis really wanted %o destroy it, and there were
attempis to destroy it but the older people in the town were against it
and they made sure it was still intact. In fact, they even tried -— and

before we got there, I'm sure they did some work on it to meke it look

g

gven hetter. 5o we went through the cemeferv and saw my great
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and my grandfather.
5] HERE IS SOME MORE OF WHAT -—— WE'LL BLIP THIS IN,
THIS IE YOUR GREAT GRANDMOTHER?

A My greszt grandmother, that’'s right.
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G OraY. HOW DID THE OLDER - 7
A This was my grandmother. This one was my

grandmother.  The other one was my great grandmother. 1 have never mset

any of those people, bub my parents told me -— @y father alwavs told me
about them and everything.

;] AND THIS IB?

4 and this is my grandfather.

G HOW DID THE OLDER GERMANS IN TOWM PREVENT THE MAZIS
FROM DESTROYING THE GRAVES? HOW DID THEY DO THATY

& Well it seems fthat in the town there were not many

Mazis themselves. And that the town was forced - things were forced upon

253

by the fown by Nazis that have come from obher areas because even at th
time when they arrested my father, the police never wanted to keep him in
prizon. It was alwavs the Maris that came in and said, "Look we are over

you and vou have got to do what we tell vou, and this is the way

it

o

1%,

s

eople who resisted got very bad experiences.

There was one woman who came fto sit with us while we wers
waiting at the train ststion, and when they found that oul she was in &
concentration camp for a8 while, and her husband was put on the Russian
Front. So the people who didn't cooperate weren't ftreated very well. But
a5 8 rule, that particular town did not have many Nazis, and in 1930 the
didn’t feel the real —-— the bad parts or znything until very late 193
because the town was just 2 normal town and they just lived their lives,

and Jews were zssimilsted in the town and were very well thought of, and

they were —— sverything was fine. And it was not until the Mazis came in
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-~ well there are factories nearby and the factoriss brought other peopls
glso. The fact that we were bullding up their {warmacht), you know, and
s that's what happened.

That’'s what happened in the town because many of older people -
at least this is what they fold us when we wers theré in 1%988. I don't
have the copy vek, but 1711 get vou & copy of experiences in 1988 where
the Mayor made these speeches. And they fook us into thess schools and
many people invited us into their homes, and we were just wined and dined

and made to fesel at homs.

get & newspaper every few

the town and they tell us
come live there, but nons
isn’'t anvone there thai's

And what they b
irn town
it. They have taken some

paople that they

lived in

l"l

ation

o

n= that

gen

we are not forgotien.

find they continued to correspon
months and they ftell us what they are doing in

to please come and visit and

of us wanted to come back and live there. There
living there any mors.

ave done with the Synagogues is change th
ve resurrected 1t and they even pul plagues on it
~= the Jewish people in town, and pul names on

streets in the fown and named them after Jewish

N

thought had contributed 2 lot in past vears and

the town. So they really wanted us to feel that

& HAVE THEY NAMED ANY ETREETE AFTER PEOPLE WHO WERE KILLED?
A Yes. Some of people who are killed, that's right.
That s what they 've been doing.

WE'RE ROLLING.

I

This was one of

os that they took us into the

rip
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cemetery. They took us on & lot of other trips in the surrpunding area to

show us what's happened.

The one on right is me. The first one. The second

I
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her name is zlso Ursula. Bhe iz 3 counsel woman in the town the

Rutzheim, and I becames really good friends with her. Bhe told me —- shs
was very Triendly and fold me 31l about what she’'s dping and that they're

doing for the town. And there is the Mavor at another table and this was
actually the farewell dinner. I think it is the farewell dinner and what
they have done in the farewell dinner is ~— many people in the fouwn
brought food for us. Special food they wanted to share with us at this
particular thing, and there was entertainment, and there were speeches,
and it was a very moving thing because they had -~ for z whole week thay
had really treated us excellent because I never thought I would ever go
back to Germany or that I ever wanted to see anyone, and vet here I was
and my feelings were completely turned around because they wers 50 nice
and so wonderful fo us.

And it was at that particular dinner -- see that may enter me

into my next speech with my husband. My husband got up and szid he feels
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‘s part of them because when he went back -— we went back to Poland
twice ~— we never got any feeling of anvone in Poland that gave us the

feeling we were welcome a5 Jews bto come back, and yvou know, we wers

~h

garful of esven admitting that we were Jews in Poland, but here we were
able to gst up and make him feel at home and so he felt that he accepted

my heritage as well as he felt very strong. ©And that was my husband’'s
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last frip beczuse he died six months afier that. 0 he was very emobtiona

when ne spoke during that particular thing. And I think that might be in

*]

gl HOW HMaNyY PEOPLE WERE IN YOUR BROUPT?  IN THIS GROUP
THAT WERE INVITED BACK 0ON RUTZHEIM?
& How many what?
& HOW MaMy PEOPLE WERE THERET HOW MANY PEDFLE WERE
INVITED BACE TO -
A Okay. Okay. There wers ~~ I think it was &0 people
zltogether, but you have to divide that in half because, after all, half

of them were the spouses who were not people who had lived there. So

nd

133

there were zhout 30 other people who were invited who could not att

2

because they were too old and had too many medical problems.  And of
course, oy own parents were dead. I don't know whether my own parents
would have wanted to go back. I don't know how they felt asboud the whole
situation.

& WHAT I THE POPULATION OF RUTZIHEIMY

£ The population?

8 YEAH, THE JEWISH POFULATION. HOW MANY JEWS WERE

THERE IN THAT TOWN?

& Originally vou mean? Uriginally thers were a3t least
g thousand or more. Yes, in 2 ftown of two or three thousand people. Sse,

now in 1988 Rutzheim that seven thousand people. There was an infiunx of
course. A lot of people who came during Hitler fime stayed in the

factories and all that stuff, and its s very productive little town, and



the Mayor -— which is unbelievable. They have something called Moby Dick.
Its & recreation complew which is so tremendous for 2 little town like

that which is unbelievable for the ftowuns people. For sports, for anything

to go to. And that’'s where fthey wined and dined us, in that

ions. Enteritziners from the town itself thev had
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it, jusi about evervbody. 8o it was a really nice ewperience. I plan fo
go back this summer. I plan to visit the fown. With 2 frisnd.

& TELL U8 ABOUT THIE, PLEABE?

A This picture was taken in -~- my parents lived in
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Concord in the apartm -= my mother died
gbout two years later, oh maybe a year-and-z-half later sfter that. and
my father died five years after that, but this is where they lived, in

Concord, and the whole family always visited him. Evervbody the in the

Cxa

family came to visit him. And at that point my parents never thought that

they would sver go back to Sermany or there would be anything like they

wotld ask us to come back or pay our way to come back or anything liks

that., They would have laughed at something like that. They would not

Rhave realized something like that could sxist and -
& WHAT YEAR WAE THIS PHOTO TAEEN?
A  Let’'s see, my mother died in 1977; my father died in

1982, Oh, "Bl - swcuse me. He died in 1981. 8o this was before 1977.
It was in 1974 or something like that, you know, something like that.
i TELL LB ABOUT THIS, PLEASE?

A This is my -— that's me. I used fto have real long



hair and that's me with my father, and we ' re standing close to the
apartments where -~ he staved in the same apariment after my mother died,

and we visited him very often and he was -- he liked to do a2 lot of

s

different things. He wanted to be & part of svervithing. Whenever we did
anvining he came long with us, and he had lots of stories to tell us zlso
from his experiences during World War I when he was in the Serman army in
Word War I, and he would tell us ewperiences about that. And one thing,
~as he got older he alwavs talked zbout how he couldn’t understand the way
gvervthing progressed so fast like when he was first a voung man, psople
were just barely driving cars and the whole thing Jjust blew his mind.

Az he got older, he kepi talking about 211 those things like
that & lot, and we didn't talk much about Holocsust and 211 those thinos.
We tried not to think sbout 21l his experiences. and he never talked about
his experiences except one fime he did say something that was the time
that he was in that jzil for 2 short period of fime in his life. He "11
never forget that particular incident, and the fact my mother rescued him
and all that kind of stuff. But otherwise he never wanted to talk zbout
that. He rexlly didn’'t want to think about it. And he was very active
and the next picture will show WO e

il OEAY, I°LL PAUSE THIE PICTURE:; WHAT YEAR WAB THIS
FHOTOGRAPH TARENT

A tet’s see, 1977 —— it cﬁuid he 1979 something like
that. I couldn’t tell you the exact -— something during the period. Also
he had -- he liked birthday’'s. Both my parents very much for birthday's

and we always celebrated our birthday’'s, and we would always have big
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celebration So from the ftime he was B unti
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the time he died, B3I or

B4, we celebrated every vear. His birthday was 2 big thing. We went out

b

to & place and we invited all the people in the apartments who were
friends of his and they 211 cams along, and he wanted %o have that. And
in 21l this time the German government has supported him because afier ——
beceuse he was a vekeran af.worla War I. He lost an eys, and they
supparted him financially 8o he never —— to give him the chance to live in
the apartment, fo have s housekeeper, and to live well and to do the
things he wantad to doy and that made him very, very hapoy and he didn't
hiave to depend on any of his children. And he could be zn independent
person, and he liked thst very much.

M LRSULA, HOW DID YOUR MOTHER -—

A Hum?

i HAOW DID YO MOTHER GET YOUR FATHER QUT OF JAIL? DID
THAT -— DID YOU EVER FfND OUT HOW YOUR MOTHER ACTUALLY -— WHAT SHE SAID TO

THEM, WHAT BHE D

Pt

D7

£ Yes, 1%'s in the tape of what 1 told vou, and its

also -- and I gave you one of fapes that I gave vou. Its in my mother's
own words. She tells vou exactly what she did when she went to the man
who was in charge.  Not the_Nazig but these policemen. And she talked to
him and he just made it his business that he said, "Dkay. You got yvour
point.® And he called two people and they were 58 men, and they -— she
walked between the fwo of them. Bhe ftalks zbout walking between thoss two
858 men, and they went fo get my father oul of jail where they had taken

fiim.  And then they went —— we met them then at the railroad station. BSo



vou have my version 2s a3 child. I was only 8 -~ @ — 8 and a half years
old.  And vou have my mother's version on the fapes in her own words.
A WAS THERE ANY EXCHANMBE OF MONEY, DO YDU ENOW?  DID
SHE SIVE THEM MOMEY?
A M. No she did not give them money. She just said,
"Here’'s a man who gave his eve for vour country and still has scrap metal

L

wounds in his arm, and he did everyihing for vour country and look at the

way vou are treating him now. And vou can give him that much support to

t least let him go rmow.” And he ssaid, *Dkay." That particular person,

o

it was the man from the town and he had the feeling that she was right,

and he let him go. Bhe just happened %o get somebody who had a2 little

fhuman feeling. It was luck. It was just luck because I fthink -— we

]

zlways think they could have just put her in prison too and forgotten the

o

whole Thing. MWe didn't -— if it was the Nazis themselves to how some of
them felt, so it was just s guestion of what individual vou talked to.

X TELL US ABOUT THIS PICTURE, PLEABE?

a Hum?

& TELL US ABOUT THIS PICTURE?

& Okay, this is

-=— I helisve this is 1979 of my

&2
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daughter, Judy, gradusting in & nursing schopl in University of Californ
in San Francisco. Up on the hill - I'm sorry. Way up on the hill they
had this capping -— what they call capping and she chose to have her
grandfather to be the one fo cap her, and he was delighted, and he was
very happy to do that,‘ And so he was the one to cap her and that made her

officially an RN, a nurse, and then we had & big party up there and it was



a great joy for my father also. It was 2 great jov for 31l of us, and so
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this was just one of the things that
This i= what I'm savingy my Tather was 3 gquiset man but he liked

to do things. He did like to be involved and was involved in all of

things in my Tamily, and this wss one of fthings that - her being capped

-= and ne also went to her graduation and to my other children’s

[

aradustions, an

he was always into all of that., And he met -~ and he
alsn saw many of his own grandohildren too. He never met Eric, but he med

my grandson who is in England now, Shasn, and that was probably the only

N

oreat grandchild he met before he died. He was a good family man and I

close to my father and he did a lot of things for me in my life

Wan very

)

and also during when we first came fo this country he had to tzke care of
me because my mother had to go to work., He couldn’t get work at first and
so I was still a young child and he rezlly was & mother and father fo me
both at different times, so [ was very close to him.

This is the part, I believe, was just before he capped her -
before he capped ~- and showed my daughter Judy's real happiness %o have

ndfather to do that and see how happy she was at that particular
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situation there.

A DEAY .

A This is in Lundow. Lundow, Sermany. Bhe was a
student with my sister Gertrude and they 've been friends for many vears.
fnd she came over to United States to visit us a few times so when we Came

gver —— bhefore we went Hutzheim we went to visit her and she wined and

dined us and took us around and she drove us into Rutzheim.
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G SHE'S & GERMAN WOMANT
A Yes, she is a German woman. Bhe has never been

married -- she's

i

spinster. 5She's a very, very friendly

i
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ly person. And so vou see how friendly -— that was a very nice
picture of her. &nd so --

i WHAT 'S HER NAME?

ﬁ‘ Her name is Gerbtrude Brinkhouse, and I callsd her two
weeks ago and she’'s delighted I'm going to be in Europs éﬂd
might come to visit her., I°11 oall her from England and she said she'd be’

very happy to have me come and visit her and that she would be very happy

-

to take me back to Rubtzheim to visit some people because Lundow and
Futzheim are not very far apart.

o OEAY.

couple used to work in our -— with us in

T
.
P
W

o,
"
o
e 3
ot
il

our house. I don’ft know exactly what they were doing but they were very

o

close —— she used to take care of me when I was a3 little girl, and she was
very emotional when she saw me. Bhe was the first person who saw me when
we ot to.Rutzheim and she invited me fo her house several times. We wers
there for dinner and they gave us gifts, and I took these pictures and
made copies and sent it fto them - copies of us. And the first Christmas
I sent fhem all Christmas cards and everyihing, but I haven’t really kent
up & lot of correspondence because I really don't write German very well.
And T think my ﬁistera are able to do that better than myself because my
middle sister taught German ip righ school, and my older sister graduated

in Bermany so they knew the languags much, much more than I did. But they
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were very, very nice to us and we enjoyved ~— they went with us on

excureions, and they iook us out, and we offered them if they sver wanted

to come to United States we would be glad to take them around, and things
iike that.

i WHAT ARE THE NAMES OF THESE PEDPLE?

£ I can’t remember., I don't remember their ﬁamea right

now. I mean I have them written down somewhere, bubt there iz so many

-
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sople that I've got a whole book full of people who I know I can
remember, but I can’t tell vou ftheir names.
i TELL US AROUT THIS, PLEASE.

in of my
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A Dkay. MNow, the woman on right i

—ks

gther’s. Bhe is in her BOs and she came to the Berman superience in "BE

it

with her grandchildren because her husband is dead and her son is dead, so
she came with her grandchildren. Bhe was the one who was responsible
actually for us to be able to come to the Unifted States because we were

13
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able to enter because our visas were not strong snough.  And she went
and looked in the phomne book and found some name —— DUr nName was
Bodenheimer —— and found somebody with that name. A very famous doctor
who she convinced to write 2 letter to say that he would support ocur visa.
And that’'s how we got into the United States. Otherwise we never would
have gotten in, =0 we really owe the fact that we're here fo her. And she
5511l —— we still correspond guite a2 bit. I wrifte to her and she wribes
to me. And she iz living in New Jersey, and she iz one of the fsw left in
our family, and we =till correspond with her.

& WHAT IS HER NAME, AGAIN?



3] Her name is Voos —— her last name is Voos. V-0-0-5.
& AND HER FIRST NAME ABAIN?
4] Do vou know, I can’t -~ I know her really well and I

can’'t think of her first name. Wwell, it will come %o me mavbe later.

£ Okay. This is my cousin who was -- they came from
Lundow.  Her name was Imgrat. Imgrat was her first name and she came to
the United Eiates —— his father sent him to United Statez earlier hefore
the rest of family but the mother and father perished in the Holocaust.

And he was a2 soldier in United States and the Bermans captured him. And

Y
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they new that he was not -— because he was up in airplane and had very bad

eye sight and was probably some kind of intelligence. But he never told
hiim that. He said, "Mo, I'm an American. I was born an Gmerican.”  And
somehow his sister and mother and father —— they died in the Holocaust and
probably Theresienstadt. I fthink they died in the concentration camp.
Thig picture is in the Jewish community in Lundow stating she is a
Holocaust -- that she died ~- that she disd and they have her picture
there and fthey have z whole story about the family there.

i AND HER BROTHER IE THE ONE YOU WERE JUST DESCRIBING?

A And the brother is alive and living in Florida. And

he zaw thisz -~ maybe he might have pul that picture there. I don't know,
you know, how we saw that, but I happened to walk through that thing and
zaw that picture and I was tsken aback that it was somebody in our family

-- Gunsburger it was.
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1D YOU ENDW HER VERY WELL?

£}

2] Imgrat Bunsburger, that was her name.

@ DID YOU ENOW HER VERY WELL?

=

I don’t remember —— no. I was B vears old when I
came to this country. As s child I didn’f know her very well bubt I new
her brother because he lived with us in the United States, so I knew him.

And I remember the parents, bul, vou know, what -~ 2z

i

gz child you might
have known them but not as an adult I didn't know them. I know its
difficult tg -

Bl DAY,

A Okav. This was their housge in Lundow where they
ilived — thisz is where they lived and my -— and her‘brother and all of
them lived together znd finglly, of course, the Nazis took it over bhecause
they took -- put the people in concentration camps and in "88 they had
made five apartments in that house., There were five apariments in one
house. It used %e be their house. It's 2 beautiful house and it's
situated right across s park, and it

= a beautiful park - just =

besutiful scene. And its 2 sad situation of what’'s happened to all thess

people.
i [OEAY.
A Okay. ©Bhe was very close to the family. Bhe used o

live with our family she took care of us as children and almost like -

i

and you know, and she was s housekeeper and she was just like part of
family. Anyhow, what happened in 1988, when she found out we were in

Rutzheim, she was not living in Rubzheim any more 2t the time and she



traveled wherever she

VETY MOVIng axperience,

sorry shout what’'s happened in the

- . 4 s : 1 : .
how did they live and, vou know, because she hadn't

world that

moving.

We a1l cried ~— evervbody cried.
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was and came to visit us in our hotel. And it was &

and she was very emotional.

sisters and myself. And she brousht us each —— she had made

she wWas 50

and

world and world

She asked us all soris of guestions zbout our parents on

was all gone s

was 2ll gone and she was & very zad person, and it was very

You know how that goes.

i WHAT WAS HER NAME ABAINT

A Her name was ~— well, I called her Eetchem. Her full
name is —— well, ['ve got it writien down here somewhere. Bhe has z full
rname and ~— bub haven't got it right - [ can’t tell vou.
& gAYy, TELL US ARDUT THIE, PLEABE.
A it's my mother’s name. Martha Bodenheimer, ses,
yieah.
B OKAY.
A She died in 1977 and that picture has her brother én
it from Brazil, and his wife.
& AND YOUR MOTHER I8 SITTING?
A And my mother is one in middie. I don't have a
picture of my father. And they tell wvou 51l of different times to light
the candle the night before, and when is right time for that - for my

mather.



& HAY.
A That's Eric Bodenheimer, and he died in 1981, in
February.
MEM BPEAKER
b TODAY I8 JUME 18, 1991, AND I'M ELLEN SZaEal, an \

TODAY WE ARE TALKING WITH URBULA SABEL FOR HER SECOND INTERVIEW, AND
SEISTING IN THE INTERVIEW TODAY IS ALAN PETERS. URSBULA, IN THE FIRST
INTERVIEW YOU COVEREDR YDUR LIFE, YDUR EXPERIENCES IN GERMANY, AND NOW WE
WOULD LIKE YOU 7O SHARE WITH U8 YOUR HUSBAND '8 EXPERIENCEE AGND IN THE
BEGINMING WOULD YOU LIEE T TELL US FIRSTLY HOW - WIND UP EY BAYING HIW

THE HOLODCAUST EXPERIENDE AFFECTED YOUR LIFE.

Joat
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# Wall, the Holocaust affected my 1i MENY WAYS.
Mumber one, it left me with a disability, hearing disability, which
glready affected my life somewhat before anyihing slse. and so that

particular disability helped me never to forget. I mean, maybe other

0
wf

epple mi

[

ht forge® things, but I can’t forget because its something
that’'s with me daily for the rest of my life. 8o one of things that
besides my hearing disability that has affected me ~— it’'s made me 2z much
more sensitive person about the needs of people and nations, and just
people living in general. #And, you know, has made me much more -— in some
ways almost too sensitive at times because I was always afraid that it
could happen again, vouw know, like if things happen in this country that
were bad, people lost cerfain rights, and it always brought me back fo

what could happen fto people if they let that happen. Bo it has made me
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somewhat of a fighter for peoples rights -~ for my rights, and I've tried

to install that in my ohildren’s lives foo.
My husband and I -~ having to bring ey husband info this — my

husband was Herman Babel, and we were married in

fmete

250, And he fslit the
same way because of all of his losses -- because all the losses ~— hecause
e lost his whole family. He lost everyone zccept his sister and mother
and s0 he -- it was always inside of him zlso and so between the two of
WS, We were very, very sensitive and we didn’t want our children to forget

these things either, and we related our stories and told them sbout all

fiad

these things many, many times from the time they were growing up and all

of our children have that feeling that I think that they want the psople
to have the right o live right and I think like that. Bo that’'s one of

things that I think the Holocaust has done for us. But alsc, I think that
I would like to say that well, my children have even shown a lot of these
things foo in their lives that they have felt people were wrong and they

ha

ot
it

hiave wanted to fight for people’s rights too. Bo tha made us very

proud as parents -— fo know we have sort of helped them carry on what we

have carried on — sort of a2 third generation kind of thing. At lsast we

tried to do that. He

i

ried to do that.
and hesides not being able to forget the Holocaust because of my
A 3
own feeling and because of what had happened to me, [ had a2 husband who

wouldn't, you know, let me forget if because of what had happened to him.

it
(o]

fnd he went so far that sometime didn’'t even want to see the program,
or didn't want to see myself because I thought that it would upset me too

much, and it was too much for me to bare sometimes, and wanted to forget



the whole thing
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1y because ~— but he felt so bad about it that my

husband came to this country when he was 12 vears old and he ~— in the

19202, so he really didn't sxperience any of these things himself, but it
got to the point where he felt he had experienced it. He rsad sveryihing,

he listened $o everything, and he sometimes even felt so bad -— he thought

4]
3

ne was alive and they were 2ll dead. He szaid that many, many times, and
during Word War II, I didn't know him but he said that during World War 11
he tried ve;y nard to get into the army ~— he was in army and he wanted fo
get to a place where he could fight because he really wanted to fight the
Nazis. He needed to feel that feeling and somehow it never haopened o
him. He tried to get into the Marine Corps, and he never made it. They

said he was better as a radio operator on an airplane, and he just n

71

ver
really had & chance to get into actusl fighting experiences and they
thought he would be better off —— and what he wanted to do is fighting.
And they used to call him - [ saw some papers that he had from his -
when he was in the army they called him fighting Joe or fighting something
. ./. . .

because he would fight a1l the people even in his place that were with him
in the army he fought discrimination in the army. There was & lot of

isgcrimination in the army and he was very much —- 2t that point he got

%

into &3 lot of difficulties with thesze southern fellous that were VETy
highly discriminatory. to Jews and to blacks, so he got into real -— he got
to be known as the fighter on the post. The things like that and he did
the things like that.

So this just gives you an ides what kind of person he was, and

he wanted to do all those things. And it wasn’t until we went on & trip
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in 1981. Up to that time we would discuss things all the time and he
would always feel very bad about the situation. And his mother 2lso0 was
very, very disturbed by the situation because they lost their whole
family. They were here and af the last minute their whole family was

gone, and there was no family left. Their whole world was gon 80 in

B
o

ot

781 we fook a frip to Warsaw and Orzechoslovakia and other countries -— ino
Poland., And my hushand decided he was going to see what he could find
over in Poland -— what he could find himself. We got to Warsaw and we

ig

=t

t the group and took a taxi. When we got to Bizlystock and he said to
the driver, the rest of the drive —— this was 30 years later. It was 50

vears ago that he 1

m

ft Poland and affer 50 vears he directed the taui

driver sxactly where to go and what strests to stop, and he did that. and

11

it was real unbelievable and even the tawi driver couldn’t belisve 1§ —-
that he gave directions fo the sitreets.

fAnd so we were there. But those houses wesren’t thsre any more
-~ they weren’'t fthers any more. He had this memory about this big tall

clock. It was a clock and this and that. Bo we were in the area, but it

wasn’'t there any more. Who did we talk to? Everybody looked at us very

funny. We tried to talk to them in Polish, People just shied away, they
didn't want to talk to vou. It wes & terrible ewxperience. It was like

closk and dagger. He said, "PFose for me and 1711 make believe vour

sozing, and [711 take a picture of you and at the same time I can find
out and stuff like that. So finally we went into a2 museum and the museum
was exactly where — about two blocks from where their house used to bhe.

And in the museum he talked to one of women there and she said, "I1711 get



somebody to talk with you,® and he spoke Polish so he was able to - and
she called somebody and & man came to speak fto us and that man spoks
polish and German [ talked to him in German, hes ftalksd to him in Polish.
He was not Jewish. And this men ssid, "Come, I'm going fo takes vou
somewhere. I'm going fo show you what happened during the war,” and
things like fthat. And he took wus fto this place and he said -- later on,
we wan show that in the pictures later on. And he took us to this olace

gnd he said, "This was the bigoest

il

vrnagogue in Bizlystock and here iz a3

t there, ano showed us this plague in Yiddish and my husband

pui
i

laoue rig

3

Wwas able to read Yiddish, and it said here there were is 13 ~— between 15

5

hundred to 2 thousand burned in ©

if

is synagogue and that was -~ when I talk

zsbout it I get very upset myself and he said they went into svnagogue to

%

pray and they fired it and Jjust burned these people burned those psonle in

the end. And the thing that was worse than ever is that there was & great
nossibility it was his family because they were so close. They lived
right by here. Many of them could have been his own family. His sight

sisters and esight uncles and their wives and their children, his
grandparents, cousins, I don’t know how many there were. There may have
been 30 or 70 in their family was living in that particular -~ zand that
was just, I mean, we were kind of in shock, vou know.

And we thought the man -— fthen my husband said he wanted to go
look around and sees 1T there were any bulldings left —— any buildings left
anywhers. And at that Time, in 1931 ~= the only buildings left in 1781

that was left was all pieces. Just little rubble of buildings. Buildings

that were ~— we had seen what happened that the Germans came in
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immediately. fAs soon as they came in they just knocked on the door, vou
know, rounded out the people. Some of them they killed out right right
while they were there. And just pulled them out and took them o this —
who knows -- to that situztion, and they just came in brutally just $o
kill everybody —— to kill svervbody at that particular time. That was
later in 19407s it must have been in sbout 1941 or something during that
period -~ 1940. S0 we went ~— we did have from New York, we had this one
person we knew. Tnere were 11 —— first of sll, there were 170 - 183
peonle, Jews -— Jews in Bialystoock during the war, before the war, and
here fhere were only 11 Jews left living in this town.

fAnd so we had we had the address of one of this one Jew that my
husband got from Mew York when Bialystock our home group there had sent
fiim - and this man was living there and they were sending him supplies,
this man, this Holocaust survivor. 8nd he was living on the money from
Mew York and the Polish government was also giving him. 50 we went to see
this voung man. He was sbout 553, &0 vears old, and he lived in this

ittle tiny apartment. He lived by himself and I guess he lost his family

it

and things like that and he said, "Oh I'm so glad vou come to visit me,”

and he was very friendly and very sweet and he said, "I°11 take vou out

£

and I711 show you around the zarez. And he ftook us we want in car with a

driver —— he told the driver where to go. Well what he did show us

il

just how all these different people got killed in different places, I
don’t know how many places. 8o many people killed here, so many people

were here standing, so many people were killed with machine guns and it

was just terrible. It was just rezlly bad. It was so bad at one point
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T

the polish driver who had driven

-~

15 from Warsaw, he oried just like the

rest of us it was really & conbinuous thing he was showing us and he also

it
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showed us where the Germans went into the cemetery, like
when they took the plagues from the cemstery and paved the streets with

it. The cemeferies were completely disarranged like this. What they did

ot

with that -— and it wss a really terrible swperience. And so we didn’'t

>
T

eeg
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My husband wanted %o see many happy occasions but he didn
any happy occasions. He didn'f see anything from that -— frankly, I
thought he was going to have a heart attack because he just felt - and I
just felt really bad to see all this and be there because if's one thing
t g things when yéu read about them, when I ses thesm, but

1k zhout the

)
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[

pAn
when your standing in exact same spot where that happened, things happen
tooyvou. There is nothing you can do, its over, but still it's just =
terrible experience. And fthen he wanted to go to Treb;inka or something
and I couldn’t go with him. I said, "I think we’'ve seen enough. I don't
think we have to do that. We know it's there and we don't have to gop and
fthere is nothing there.” And, "Why do you want to - let’'s get out of
here,” because thers wasn’'t any feeling. The people certainly didn’'t make
vou feel warm or nice or anvihing. PMost the people ~— we want into &
store; we had lunch in one of places, and they acted very, vou know, like

aloof. You just didn't have & very good feeling, you know. So finally we

o+

convinced them to go back to Warsaw. We went back and but that tauxi
driver -— you know those people the way they drive in Poland is absolubely

== you never in your life ~- I had to close my eyves. We were happy we got



back there alive. They drive so fast -— they drive real fast and stop
short behind the ofher car. But I mean its such a3 way it's almost
shocking and its 150 miles, but he made it real guick and sy husband
wanted to go to Treblinka, and T said, "No, I didn’'t want io,% so we
didn’t go and we wenit on with the rest of the tour which was from Warsaw,

We went to —— what’'s it called kia and som

i
)

Well, we wenit %o Crzechoslov
nther couniries.

hat was in 198B1. {Okay. And my husband was very dissatisfied

-

with the trip because he wanted to see something positive and he didn’t
see anything. ALl he had saw was death and still there must have been

frug

at he could remember of nis life. So
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consequently in 1983 we made another trip. MNow this was s completely

L
iy

different trip. This trip we went to England and from Brussels we fook =
bus, and the bus took us 14 hundred miles throughout Europe. It covered
Poland it covered Crechoslovakia it covered the Soviet Union, it covered
- it was 2 bit long frip, yvou kEnow. Sﬁlpercent of people at the snd of
trip owere sick, buf we weren’t. #Again we went to Warsaw. MWe were in
Warsaw again. Again we fook a taxi and this time we were not going to get

in touch with any survivors, He wanted fo see something of his life. He

just wanted to see. So b

arl zsked again - directed the driver, told him

o
it
b

where to go, we left the driver, and we took 2 walk. And he and I
walked through Bialystock., He fook me -—— he showed me where he was born,
where the house was, and one of those housss is still standing and where

there was g river, and the river is now covered over —— they covered the

river with cobble stone’s. But there was a big change from 1981 to 1985,
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There wasn’'t any more rubble or thing ike that and there were big high
tall buildings by this time. He couldn’t recognize the city any more. It

was not the same city certainly not the Jewish city

i3
5

faud

completely —— fthe cify was completely different and it lost all its
whatever it had 3 31l during those vears which I showsed you some pictures
== you could see what it looked like before.

But the thing that was zlways there even in 198l - it was there
in 1985 -- was the Catholic Thurch. The Catholic Church was still the
same Catholic Church. It was still standing the same way. In fact, we
were there on 2 Bunday and he remembered when he was a boy what it looked
like when people came out. Ii zalmost looked like the same. And there was
the other church that he remembered was up on the hill, and we went up ihe
hill and we walked - he fold me how he used to wallk home from school,
where he used to go to school, and completely walked azround the whols

arez., It was really a beautiful thing, and we came upon the bus stop -

—+

he bus station. The bus station hadn’'t changed 30, 35 vears. The bus
station was still the same old bus station. The buses were more modern
now, but the bus station was still there. And he was really delighted to
zee that something was just still ~— and we had what they call a hot dog
and it wasn’t a2 hot dog at sil. I had I hot dog and there was nothing in

it. It was just fruit and vegetable

o
hes

situffed inside, and they called tha

it

z hot dog. And so he really -— in & sense, he found something of what was
left, but there was nothing left of Jewish city. But at least he found a
little bit of what he remembered, something of his life when he was 2

young boy.
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And then we went into & store and we bought the pictures that we

found. There was some photographs he was selling of Bialystock before the

war and we bought ths pictures from them. And somebody mentioned the word

“Tew" when we were in the store, and it was so guiet you could here a pin
drop. It was z very uncomfortable feeling like, "0Oh, no -~ no, oh, ng -

I think vour mistaken. We didn’t say You know, something like

that.

+
i
i
21
pue ]
=}

8o you could ses it was & very uncomfortable thing like that

prte

t reminded us of the show a. You've all seen show z. I

gt home of what happened during that period. A&nd many of neople were
b Y ] . F

living in Jewish houses and they didn't want fo remember that., It

WaES

their house now and 1t wss gone. Bo, okay. You know, there was no

oot

remorse —— there is no remorse. There was no feeling of remorse. AL

least rnot in Bialvstock.
We found some things in Warsaw where people talked to us and
stuff like that, but not in &

city like that. There wasn’'t any fesling

that it happened or maybe if it happened I didn't sse it or this kind of
attitude, you know. 0Or this wes & new world and let’s forget it -~ let’'s

forget it. Even though they do have the plagues, they do have the things

that they feel they do there duty. They have there things that

many were killed here, so many were killed here, o many killed there, but

there is no —— the fesling isn’'t there. They don't feel bad about it or

anyvthing like that. And they say a lot of Poles were killed too, but when
vou see how many Jews were killed in Poland -— its cuifte g few. Ang it
was just —— and so we left on that situation.

But then we were in Russia and those countries it seemed 2
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when they had meft some people in Russia who had some feelings about that
there. You could talk to some people thers, but not 21l the people. But
here in Poland, fthere was such a thing over it that vou couldn’t even open
yvour mouth. It was a very bad feeling we always had that feeling, vou

know, in Poland.

And so when I was Just telling you before that my husband made

that speech in Bermanv, he felt - that’'s why he felt so good in Bermany

N

just bhefore he died because at leasz

ot
s

: here they werse willing -

WasE &

i3

generation that they were not responsible and they are telling us they
were not responsible for what there forefathers did, and we re ferribl
sorry.  We can’t oamend 1t, but at least we can tell vou how we feel about
it. But over there they weren’'t able to do thﬁta Mot in 2 country whers
fre was born. And so he was - he felt a little bit better when we went
back home.

But from that trip we went to many other places in Eurcpe angd we
went and visited other places. We visited cemeteries in Czechoslovakia

and Hungary and we had some very good feelings in Hungary. We spoke to a

af assimilation

i

1ot of wonderful people in Hungarys that there wasz a lo
also in Hungary and there were a8 lod of - we spoks to a lot of people
there and -- in fact, thers were people in Hungary who had come to the
United States and didn't want to stay in the United States. They wanted
to go back. Theylwent back to Hungary to their own places becauss they

felt very comfortable in there own arez and stuff like that. So we

Y

enjoved Hungary

very much.

t,
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Crechoslovakia was 8 litile - vou had place there but
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vou had som
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places in Orechoslovakia you had & little Jewish section with

Tewish shops. It was a very nice section and everything. But what they

tried to do in Czechoslovakia to us ~— and we really did defy that -— was

[}

m

they tried to take us in a tour. They tried to take us ouf of the city

of the people, vou don’'t wani to constantly be taken out to see castlesg
which is & three— hour drive into the besutiful countryside. It's &

lovely day, but we wanted fto see -- so we gobt out of the bus and said

[
-

we're sorry we don’t want to see another castle, and we stayed in the
city. And it was very good to do that bescause then we could see zomething
that was going on in the oity, going on in the lives of the people and

=tuff like that. That's what a3 lot of these countries do. 71

people someplace where Ihey want to shove them —— to tzke them.

Soowhen we came home my husband wes such more settled, more

it

atiafied after the second experience. But I think if he had lived he
would made a third expg?ience, I think he would have gone back again and
again pecause he just felt that -— he couldn’t believe that —— he never
aocepted the fact thet it really happened. He knows that it happensd, but
g never -— he just wanted to accept 1t and go back and see it was all a
dream and see that everybody was going to be alive. It really bothersd
him and had & lot %o do with his whole life and whole make-upy and by
that, it affected me by doing the same thing. And the children know that

he over did it because he talked about it too much., But he had to let it
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out, and

as I've told vou before, I'm sorry thaet he would have been very

good in your organization. I think he would been able to contribute and

Pxn

hat would been one way to get it out of his - yes - and it's just too

bad fthsa

wt

e didn’t hawve that avenus. I Think it would been very, very

2

helpful for him because people didn't understand. But he was among people

Tike you who would vou understand him and he didn't want people to forget

i)

:

it. 5o I think he would have bheen very proud of what I'm doing —— very
happy that I did this. That's what I feel -— I feel -— that was my
feeling. Even my own sisters fried to dissuade me, and I was not dissuade
that easily, and they said I am 2 very stubborn person. 8So anyway, that's
all T can fthink of right now. You may want to ask me some guestions.

&l WHY DID YOUR HUSBAND'S FAMILY LEAVE BIALYSTOCK AND
WHO EXACTLY DID THEY LEAVE BEHIND?

& Well, okay. My mother-in-law had to - left
Bialystock because —— 1t goes back to the fime when during the World Waer
I == before World War I, or during World War I, her husband was restricted
irnto the army in Bialystock.

Okay. And he was — and what heppened you see what Poland has

always beesn known for discrimination. In fact, I think Hitler probably

learn

]

d from Poland is that they inducted these Jewish men into the army,
gxamined them, and they were naked down to their pants, and let them out
for five hours in the freezing below zero weather until they were ready
for the next phase. They examined them and then they want to come back
and by that time, most of them had colds and they got sick and that's

where my husband’'s father died; from having & cold and getting, vou know
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what they did fto these people. So having lost a husband -- my

2 f

maother-in-law lost a husband and she had just given birth to my hushand

and she was pregnant with another child. and here she was znd without =
husband, with fwo small childrern, and had a2 her -— but she had many, many

peaple in the family. Bhe had her mother and father who cwned thiz great

nig vegetable

it

tore and so they helped her with the business and she had a

N

o

1i

oy
M1
1

gy
e
of

+

tie business of her own and she tried to make 2 go

just one thing after another,

She had a robbery and it was very difficult because the Jews did
not zlwavs assimilate —— at least not in Bialystock —— mavbe in other
cities but in Bizlystock the Jews lived in Jewish ssction and non-Jsuws
iiveﬂ in nan—_lewiah section so it was very difficult for her to make &
living and her mother tried to et h@f to marry some other man or

mething like that - framkly it didn’t work out foo well. Bhe did marry
2 man but didn’'t like him and she threw him out right after. BShe told us
this later -— she is 92 now —— that she threw him out. And she might bhe
telling youvgll these things anvhow what happened was during that period.
So finzally she told her parents, “"Look, yvou've got the money le2t me oo -~

let me go to the United Btates. Let me legave here.” So she went to

a3

United States and she left her two children which is my husband and his

gister in Bialystock with their grandparents, and she went and came o th

0w

United States and she became z seamstress and started working and she met
fier —— 2 man who actually had been her neighbor in Bialystock and married

him. And when they were married —— and this was during the depression
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when 1t was very difficulf fo come by —-— they finally got enough money

together to bring the children to the United Btates. And they brought my

i

hushand ang siste

i
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r oto the United States. This was a period of five vears
that my husband and his sister were with their grandparents and it was a
very difficult time. And I would say my husband and his sister never

forgave their mother for doing that even though they wouldn’t be alive if
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she hadn’'t done this. But still it created 2
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g rife in the family

1

== in the relationship - and I don't think it was sver brought back

’

together again. To this day it's still there between my husband’'s sister
cand their mother. There is just no closensss, no feeling. There is
really this feeling that they will never be able to — I don't understand
itgrbut it's just really ferrible —— I find it very bad.

Anyhow, what happened was, after five vears the children came to
the United States. During those five vears they wers in Rizalvstock with
eight aunts and uncles who some of them were just getting married and some

of them were —— and the grandoarents had 2 store and they had all these

children and they had o work and there wasn't really enough time —— there

daan’t somebody there who was just taking care of them. They were sort of
running amok and they didn’ft have all the help and all the kindness that
children should be getfing. It was reslly a very bad time for them; that
groming4gp period. But by the time my husband was 12 and my sister—in-lan
was 10, they came to thé United Btates. #And I think they were pretty
disturbed kids by that time because they had been through all this, vou
knou.

And my -— then they came to United Btates and my father—in-law
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and my mother—in-law have ~— their step-father was a wonderful man. He
tried everything fto make them feel at home. He tried to help them to
learn the language. He fried to do everything. He was a very good, good
man. They never had a any other children. It was just that he zdopted

:

1y took care of them and he really w

Pt

them as his children and he reaz

L

s &
really good Tather fo them, but it was very difficult under situation
because they alwavs had this rife betwesen the mother and the children and
P

there sluways was this kind of thing, you know. And they grew up bub there
was never very much closeness that I would have liked to see —— that
closeness that I felt for my parents. They will never have that now, and
I was very sorry to see that tﬁey wodld never have that, vou know.

And so, aftter g while fthe grandparents were writing to the
children and during the war and that happened and they all just

diszappeared. So fthat’

e}

what the children remember. Thalt's what my

]

hushband and his sister remember, all these different situziions and all
these sisters were all their family and they had just perished like that,
youd know. It was just awful, vou know. And many of them were just
beginning ir life and just starting —— young people were just starting to
have children. And fthere were small children too that, you know,
perishsd. There was eight aunts and uncles, and the grandparents, and
there were cousins and there were even cousins thset came from some other
little fown that my husband remembered that he went during the summers
they used to go to this little town outside of Biazlystock where they used
to go on vacation and stuff like that. In fact, when we were on our last

trip my husband made the bus stop on the fresway and he pointed and he
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said,"That’'s the fown,” and it was & tiny -- and he said "That's the
town, ® but they wouldn’t go there. I wish they would been able on drive

there but he could see that was the little town that he remembered whers

o

hey had their summer things like that. So you know so then the kids gres
un == my husband and my sister-in-law grew up.

My huéband was in armyy but when he wzs in army during the war,
that’'s when he wanted so desperately -— as I say ~— wanted to go %o fight
at that time and they just wouldn't let him fight. He also tried to fight
hefore he was 21. He wanted to join in Spain. He tried to fight the
Mazis in Spain, and his mother wouldn't sign the thing. He was under 2
and in order %o leave the country and to go fight in Spain his mother -~
but vou see again his mother didn't ~- I can’t blame her because if she
had signed it, he wouldn't been living, he wouldn’'t have besn my hushand
because his friend he was going fto go with died in Spain -- in the Spanish

o,

Civil Mar and =0 his fesling of what started very

-
oy

ri

¥

already during the

,

Spanish Divil War that he wanted to fight the Nazis. So he never forgot
the Holocaust. When all of this was going on —— and he new the Holocaust

wis going on —-- people didn’t believe it. You =mee it took a long time for
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ieve that something like that was really going on especially
So he was very active during his young vears during all of this
time and stuff. He was very, very active. That's how I met him, in fact.

fecause he was at the —— he was active in the labor in New York, in the

labor department, and I was in the young Judais -- the young children. We

-

were 12 years apart so I waes still 12 vears yvounger than him. 5o that's
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hiow we met. He took care of the office to make sure we behaved ourselves.

Hy

That's how we mei. Bo it wss g political thing that we actually me:. Bo
we have been fighting 3 lot of different things. He's slwavs fighiting
about that. But he never forgot about the Holocsust and he alwavs wanted

to -— he trisd very hard.

i

o I think if he would have lived I know he probably would have
made another trip even now to go bo see if he could find something. He
wanted to find his own, you know. MNMow I did not -— I myself didn't want

to go back to Germany. I didn’t want fo find —— I wanted to forget

(]

Germany zs far as - in fact, I forgot the languasge. That was my trouble,
that for a while [ refused to speak the language and sven say that I sven
came from there. S0 1t was years later when they finally wrote to me and
asked me to come to Germany. AT first I said, "Forget 1%, I'm not going
toogo. 1 oam not going to go.”

Then it was my ;iwﬁETﬁ that bothered me about that because my
sisters have been going back and forth., ALl these years they had friends
that went back and forth. Some of them came to the United Btates and they
went back and forth. They went in Rutzheim several times, but I was never
there. I was never one to go there. MNow I want ~— I have a3 feeling that

I want %o go. Its crazy - its a crazy world to want to go oand ses it

see how [ feel this time. I took it 211 in and I feld it was
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8ll —— it was wonderful fthe way they reacted and everything, but I still

by

eal T would like to go back another time myself, not with s group, and
see i8 it only 2 group thing or is it -— a lot of these people are they —-

do they really mean 211 that because they wers overwhelming us. EBo I have
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2 whole book full of names and addresses. "Write o me. HWrite to me and
I'11 write fo vou,” really over and over, and I just wasn’t sure how desp
that went, vou know. But I know some of those people I have there, but
not gll of them - not 2ll of the people. But they were not Nazis and
they weres not to the point where they wanted to, you know, live in yvour
houses and glad that vour gone or any —— and none of those feelings.

In fact, the person -- when we lived in Germany and we had &
clothing stors.  Well fthere was only two clothing stores in the town and
when we weni thers that last time when my husband and I went there, the
people ~- the owners of clothing store they were the ones that treated us
the nicest. They said they missed us. They have no more competition and,
you know, the whole generation from the older ones to the -— and they wers
very, very apenly —— very friendly. And no more competition means it iz
very good for them. I mean, you can't say it's very bad for them, but
still the fact that they were very nice - they dig trezat us very nics.
Well T don't know what else to say right nou

& WHAT ARE BOME OF THE MEMORIES THAT YDUR HUSBAND

BHARED WITH YOU OF HIS CHILDHOOD?

£ What?

EQ

S0ME OF MEMORIES THAT YOUR HUBBAMND SHARED WITH HIS
CHILDHOCD IN BIALYBTOCK?
A My husband had some bad feelings of some things from
his childhood because they wevre sort of battered around with the
relatives. And at that time 2 lot of the aunts, there were three or four

sunts that were just getting married and fthey were all interested in their
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own interests znd there were two 1ittle brats running around, vou know.

iy

nd they thought they were taking away there things for themselves, the
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rent things. They wers geiting married and they wanted to do this
and they wanted to do that, so - there are some pictures there. He had
auite a few aunks.

One aunt was very zloof. Bhe wanted 31l of the attention in %he
family and she didn’t like any of the aftention being given to anybody
else s0 it was kind of a herd situstion for the children. "Who are these

1

little kids running around,” and stuff like that. And the grandparents
were very angry with her. "Thess are my grandochildren, how can you say
that,” but she ssid, "I'm your daughter. I'm vour daughter. Why don't
you freat me bettery' fhis kind of thing, vou know,

find then it was difficult for the schooling, %o get him in right
schooling.  But they did. He was in the Haida over there. He was in a
very progressive school in Europe and that did help him and it helped him
throughout his life because he was always interested in reading and they
really created a2 really good wonderful feeling about reading and stuff
like that. BSo when he came to the United States he read and read and read
as much is he could read. If fact he didn’'t even like the schooling in
the United States. He just wanted to read. He would go oub -- he used io
play hooky and read. Like reading school, and 211 these things and my
nusband was a completely self-educaied person. He didn’t graduate high
schonl, but he passed the college eguivalency test very sasily. You see,

he passed it and was able to do it.

He was very well read and he could also wrife very well. And
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what he really needed and I tried my best to encourage him, was that ne

=
o

= too hard on himself he didn't think he was good enough and when you
ok at ather people he was damn good, and he should have written some of

.

thet stuff and not thrown 1% away. He would write and say it's awful an

[

ot

throw it away and stuff like that. [ would read it and say don’t do that.
Gz he did write some things and I meant fo bring that to show vou. He
started to wrife 2 story about his experiences in Europe becsuse he felt
e had so many of fthem. And also, here in this country there was a3 lot of
discrimination against Jews and he got into & lot of fights as 2 young boy
here in the United States because anybody ever mentioned anvihing about
Jews or samethihg he would fight, And he did in the army too. He fought
the big tall guys, vyou know. My huabanﬁ’a small, but he was not afraid of
them. He liked ﬁa do all those kinds of things.

i Can YOU SHARE ANY MORE ABOUT THE JEWISH LIFE THAT HE
EXPERIENCED AS A YOUNG BOYT  YOU MENTIONED EAIDA, BUT WHAT ELSE?

& Yes, he went to Keids, but he was not -— his Jewish
Tife. He really did not as far as religion, he was not religiocus. In
fact, he got infto 2 lot of ftrouble because he was not going —— he made fun
of things that were going on and that's one of the sxperiences he had when
they would sit in on Synagogue and they would have these discussions and
he would 81t there sng he would make fun of it and they got mad: st hinm
and pulled him by the ear and gave him & little ~— you know, because you
can’t do things like that. Its not right. And he didn’t fake it
seriouslysy the religion. He really did not. He just took more of

politicals and more politically inclined.
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He was not at all —— in fact that's one of the things that we

evaluated later in our life was that we didn’'t have enough of that and we

were sorry that we weren't more —— had s more religious trzining toward
our children because only one of my daughters married a Jew: and my
daughter Judy is the only one who sayvs she feels that she didn’t have much

of a religious background that I've given her. And the other two are not

at a1l involved in my ~— they have gons

¢ Pheon. )Yy

into other things. In fact, my children went into Mahargie and all those

other clubs and all these other things that I was involved with., I had to

fight them to get them out of it so even my daughter Rose has her own

P o

religion. They don't consider them not Jewish, but they don’t go fo

Synogogue but we slwave had 211 the holidays but not in 2 Jewish way, as sz

3
-

titure of the background and that’'s what we felt. Sometimes we felf we

1

ad to give them more than that becsuse they spread out so fast. I say my

oy

husband didn’'t feel that -— I felt that because he never wanted them to
have the Jewish ~- really go into it deeply because he didn't feel that
himself., But so that was, yvou know.

8 I WANTED TO ASH vou AEDUT YOUR HUSBAND 'S
PATERMAL SIDE. WHAT HAPFENED TO THEM?

A Who the -

i HIS PQT?ERNQL BIDE. HIB FATHER DIED?

A Yes.

Q WAS HE IN CONTACT WITH HIS PATTERNAL SIDE OF THE

A Well, the only —— let's see. Okay. The only ones



that meré -- most of them died. Yes.

Gl BEFORE —— WHEN HIS FATHER DIED, DID HE HAVE
GRANDPARENTEY WERE THOSE GRANDPARENTS ALIVE? BROTHERS AND SISTERST I'M
SPEAKING BEFORE THE HOLDCAUST?

f- Okayv. 1 think he had grandpoarents in the United
= jad

b

Btates. He had one grandparent in the United States; that's right. #nd I
think she lived with his cousins. Bhe lived with cousins and she died
shortly afterwarﬁsn When he first came to this country there was &
grandmother, but she lived only maybe a few months after he came %o this

country. 1 don’t know how she came here -~ I don't remember that. I

don’it remember that time. Maybe my mother-in-law can enlighten you on

bt

that. &She can tell vou much more aboub that because

fear so many
stories you know my mother—in~law, she tells me miliions of stories and I
get very confused some times.

There was a Uncle Sam, his fzther’'s brother was called. Uncle
Sam. And he was in this country a very excentric man. He was a jewsler
and he made up his own jewelry he was able %o make to fix tﬁe iewelry, Hs
was able to do the jewelry and he made the jewelry tools. He was the
founder of the a1l jewelry tools, actually. And he came to the United
States and he married and he had = déughter and his daughter is —— I've
met her she’s living in Baltimore and his daughter had two children - fwo
girls and -— but he was very excentric. He divorced from his wife and he
we went off by himself and lived moust of his life by himself zs a jewsler.
And people ~- once and a while he would come by.

He liked my husband very much and he would come to visit

i
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when he was 94 years old. We would get s call from the bus station. This
mann camg from —- we don’'t know where he came from. He was somewhere in
California and he wanied to come to visit us. 8o he came to visit us. He
didn’t have 2 suitcase he had 2 paper bag with him and he was wearing

slippers and he was a very diff

et

cult man. He was very -- and we called

him . Uncle Sam and he came to the house and he bought everybody —- he

—Fy

had  little gifts that he had bought. He zlways brought things. Hes
would buy things and he wouldn't sell them. He had a 1ittle mental. He
waz mentally, I don't know what you want fto call it. He loved to buy
things but he couldn’t part with them -— he couldn’t sel} them. He came
to us and he wanted %o live with us. He was 94. He came, [ don't know,
clear oub of blue he came and wanted to live with us and he was very
interested in starting 2 business. And he wanted —— he would live

upstairs and the business would be downstairs and he completely didn't

realize what kind of world he was living in. He was living in mayhe the

s

world of Eialystmc pefore World War I or something, you know. And so we
told him that you can’t do that any more. This thing is done and we tried
to educate him and my husband showed him how thé world was changed and we
showed him what happened to the radio and all of things and showed him how
things have developed to this point. You don’'t buy things, put them in a
store, and sell them the way he had invisioned it.

We couln’'t convince him but he said he would come and visit us
again and we wanted to give him the money fto fly home but he wouldn't,

No, no. He wanted to take s bus he didn't believe in flying so we took

him to the bus station and we visited him periodically. And he lived in
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one room and he would just go sround and on Saturdayve he would oo fo

Bynagogue and the people gave him watches to fix and he would fix their
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watches and that’'s how he mad irng he fixes watches. He would go
to the bank znd have coffee in the bank and some have coffee and he was
really & very sucentric man. But he was very cute. My kids liked him.
find he was very —— one thing he rezlly bestowsd upon my children and us
was that when hs zte something in our house he wanted o makes sure we
washed our hands before —— did vou wash vour hands? Did you wash vour
hands? Stuff like that. He's real old, old. And that's -- he just camse
out of blue and its really - he would not go to his daughter in

Ezltimore. She begged him to go to live there but he didn’'t want to and

=
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he said, "No." He wouldn’'t like that. And he would have 16 or 17 trunks
that he would tske around with him in his room. And one fime he was
ropbed.  And they vrobbed him of almost -— it was azwful. Who knew. what he
had in there whether it wes valuable or not valuzble, but he just bought
things and he had put pad locks on it so fthe thief thought it meant
zomething and it was somewhere in Californiz and sventually he died and
his daughter came and picked up whatever was left and there was snough
money in his ftrunks left for & fumersl, and he had a funeral.

& 80 AB FAR AB YOU KNDW, OR YOUR HUSBAND EHEW -

A That was the patternal side.

MO ONE LEFT IN BIALYBTOCK?

El

I

No, thers was nobody left. No I don’t know so I
don’'t know what happened to them. 8o, see, after my husband’'s father diad

that was the year they had all those deaths because of ¢olds. They had it
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2ll over the world. It was diptheria, all those different things.

fAnd there were 211 those different things and in paternal family 3 1ot of
peonle died aside from fact fhese people were put ouiside in cold, there
weren i enough doctors around to help a2t the time and people died like
flies. BSo I don’'t think there was anybody left. The only one left in

e
H
i

this country now is his -— his daughter. The daughter of Uncle Sam. he

daughter and her children. You see, he didn’t - Uncle Sam didn’t want fo

1T

see Nis grandchildren or his children., And he didn’t want -— he just left
them and he didn’t want to see them. And they were sad, they wanted him.
And after he died, he just left fthem and thaf was it. He didn’'t want any
part of them, and they live in Balftimore. I know them, but not too well.
& I WANTED TO ASK YOU ABOUT THE CORRESPONDENCE AND THE
CORRESPONDENCE FROM BIALYSTODCH THAT YOUR HUSBAMD AND HIS MOTHER RECEIVED.
WERE THERE SIGNS IN THE CORRESPONDENCE LEADING P TO & CRISIS DR DID THEY

JUST STOP?

L
)
o

A It stopped g point but fthere was correspondence.
There was & time for 3 time period during World War II when the Russians

were in Bialystock, before the Nazis got in, and they weren’t doing too

o

badly. They were living ~— they wers eating, vou know. They were living
like zlways because even during World War I in Bialystoc the Germans over
rann Bialystock in World War I for three vears. The Germans were there in
World War I so Bialystoco has azluays been subjected o 2 lot of different
pooupations.  In fact, even before in World War [ they wéren’t in Poland
vet. Do the correspondence they got was that the Russians were thers.

They were working and they were doing their productivity. But it was &
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little bit more difficult for owners -— people who owned businesses.  But
the people were working snd they were productive and they would stop when
the Germans came in. [ ftold you whst happened when they came in. The
bermans were going to wipe them ocut. That was the whole idez to right

very first day they marched into town. There was no i

“dy

from th s and
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buts, they just came in. I think fhey might have sven gotten s 3934
till 1942 or "43 maybe. I'm not sure till they goit correspondence until
that happen because the Russians were there for 2 while and it was towards
the end when the Russians were pushed out and the Germans went in, vou
koow.  And T don’t remember the date foo well - I don't remember the
dates too well. My husband would tell vou that because he read all the
books and things to tell youw zll fhe dates but I didn't pay much attention
to all those things. I had other things I was interested in and I didn't
want to make that my whole 1ife,

o WHEN YOU WENT BACK TO BIALYSTOCK IN ‘81 AND/OR ‘85,
DID YOUR HUSBAND MEET ANYBODY WHO KNEW ANYBODY IN HIS FAMILY?

A Mo. Therse wes no conversations, none. You couldn’t

do that -~ you couldn't talk to anvbody. We asked people guestions and

peaple gave you 2 terrible look. Like, I don't know -~ I don't know. I
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ge, but they couldn’t say that to him becauss he
spoke the language. But, you see, sven then fthey were —— not even in the
store. The only one —— what haopened was when we went into museum and the
woman in museum responded and said, “"Yes, I can help you.” and got us in
touch with this man. She called him up on the phone and this man cams and

he talked to us. But it's the man who went around with us.



By the way " That man was not

v, that was an interesting
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from Bialvstock., He came from somewhers eglse —— from somewhere slse in
the war to work and he was in Bialystock now, living in Bialystock, and he
could just tell vou what happened. So I spoke $o him in German. He spoke
German very well., He might have even been Berman, I don’t know what he
was. He couwld have been Berman. Anyhow he spoke —— took us zround — in
and around the area of where my husband was interested in going around.

And then T took a picture of him. T don’t krnow if I have the pictureg — 1

took & picture of him and I sent him the picture when I leff him my

21

ddress. A few years later I got & letter from him and reguesting that I
lgt hig ~- one of his children come %o United States. I mean clear out of
blue would I help this —— and I didn'ft think I wanted to do thait afier I
had, vou knows because I didn’t find that there was such love., I didn'i

st the feeling that this was some nice, friendly person. But now he was

w3

giving his name and giving me wultimate responsibility to have somebody
come in and, for 211 1 know, he was & Mazi or something.

] HE ASKED YOU TO RESPOND OR SOMETHING?

A Yea, or to be responsible for the child. It was =z
very peculiar. It didn't seem right. Whoever I showed it to said,
"Forget ity just forget i:.® I didn't respond to it. I didn’t because
there had heen such bad feelings, you know. 1 did read some of the same
things I get from that megaszine. Is it the Honcore? That magazine I get
from Simon.

Where the Biaslvstock surviveors went back to Poland

and were killed —— were actually killed for trying to go back to their own



Sabel —— 48
== 50 there was thait feeling and it was & very, very thin line. And you
could feel that., You couldn’t ask somebody, “Doy vou remember who was
here?" And the only thing that that guy could show us was who was burned.
Two thousand people burned in the synagooue, and fthat wasn’'t showing us
very much. That was already known, 1t sxisted. You see, Karsaw was mors
than s town, asnd I fthink you have more different people in Warsaw. Bub we

didn’t spend much time in Warsaw because he always wanted to oo to

& WAB IT FAIR TO BAY THAT THIS I8 ANTISEMITIEM?
A What was that?
& I8 IT FAIR TO CaLL THIS ANTIDEMITIEWM?
A Yes, I think so. I think it is, and I think that if
ik maa'deap rooted before Hitler ever came to surfzce. I[f's noit something

that just happened, vou know. 1 mean they re frying to do something about
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£i11 there guite a bit. I mean it is all
over the world., Let’'s put it this way, there iz still some in Germany
ton. There is some rooted in Mazis fToo. Nob all NMaris got it in the neck

1em

Py

emi

and there are a3 lot of people - but sbout the whole idea of anti
goes back so far in Poland, the Jews. Many, many vears ago and all the

thinos you know znd just - and 3 lot of them. Even the Jsws who escaped
the concentration campe and went into the woods, they had frouvble with the
Poles. You know some of them could have sscaped but fthey couldn’t because

me of them were gunned down by Poles.

i
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they had ftrouble with Poles.
When you go into a country like that, you don’t know. It's just a

guestion you’ ' re not real sure.
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& DID YOUR HUSEAND SPEAK OF ANTISEMITISM IN HIS
CHILDHODD?

A Definitely. Oh vea. You had a to be very careful

g3 a child., The Jews staved with the Jews., VYou didn't have any
non-lewish friends. Very, very rarely that vou had non-Jesuwish friends,

fave had some. I wouldn't szy you didn’t have

Lot

vou know. I mean vou migh

any. Bui, as a rule, you didn't. The Jews stayed in Jewish section and
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tayed in another section. You knew they werse fhere and vou
talked to them, but there wasn't any assimilation. Assimilation was in
the west, not in the east. Not in the sast at 211l accept a place like in
Hungary. There was 3ssimilétimn in some of them, vou know. But certainly
not in Poland, Well that's sort of the rife between the eastern Jew and
the western Jew, and T still get that from my mother—in-law because that's
the feeling -- vou western Jews really were not Jews 2%t z3l1. You didn't
gn to Synogogue or yow didn't do this and vou didn’'t do that. There was
aluways a fesling even among the Jews themselves about that. I just
hanpened to marry into that. That's one of those things. But I am used
to it now. SBhe makes lots of remarks to me about that. o

i CAM YOU MAKE ANY REMARES ABDUT THAT IN YOUR MARRIABET

A Hum?

& CAN YOU Talk AROUT THAT IN YDUR MARRIABE, THE

DIFFERENCES?
A Mo, between my husband and myself we didn't have it,

vou know.  Not ozt all. MWe didn’t -- not that generation, but my

mother~in-law’'s generation. 0Oh, she is going to be 93, but in that
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peneration there was alwayvs that feeling. And then, of course, a lot of
meople say that German Jews were assimilated and they thought they were

oart of the country, and look what happened to them. True. Look what

happened.

You know, vou can be assimilsted and vouw have s%ill have to know

s

who vou are. That's a bad feslin

2

. fthat's frue, vou know. But bscauss

=

¢ parents and their generation were a2ll gung-hoe for their countriss, I°d

say 1t was 30/30. 5C percent was for country and 30 percent for Jews.

St

ews, they were like half and half. Whereaz the ezstern Jews wers all
Jews and the country was way below what was in their feelings about the
country. éure it's my country, but they don’'t care that much sbout me,
¥OL KRow.

a IN BIALYSTOCK OTHER THAN THE PLAQUES THAT YOU FOUND,
WERE THERE ANY MEMORIALS ARBOUT THE HOLDCAUST?  ANY MEMORIALS ERECTED FOR
THE JEWS OF THAT CITY, SINCE THERE WERE S0 HANY JEWE IN THAT CITY?

A Mot that I saw. | SN them in Poland and in Warsaw,
but not in Bialystock. No.

& AND THE FEELINGS OF "Bl AND "85 WERE SIMILAR? THEY
DIDN'T WANT TO ACENOWLEDGE -~

A Well, we didn’t échncwledge them in 19B5. He didn't
want to see them. He didn’'t want to have anything to do with it., He
wanted to see 3 happier side. I was glad to see that from him. My
husband, since 1983, had a cancer and I didn’t want to agogravate any of
his problems any more than necessary. Bo I thought it was better that he

saw a more positive aspect of Bialystock. If he looked at happy times, it



would be better than to esef himself up. He was saten up sliready, that he
didn’t need sll that thing all the time, and so from my point of view I
didn’t mention it and he didn’t mention if. We didn't even go visit
anybodyv. We just walked zround the town ourselves and we went back. Ue
thought that was & betfer fesling.

X DO YOU THINE HE FOUND WHATEVER HE WANTED TO FIND,
WHATEVER HE WAS LOOKING FOR?

A Well, you never find what you are looking for. In
any situation, you can nsver go hmha again. Mot even if vou have =&
normal sitovation, vou can never go back home sgain. But maybe part of his
childhood or youth or something, he found something, but its not — it's
mostly bad, but there was also good that he still saw and that he wanted
to see. He just wanted to see that, you know. And I think that's — s0
that’'s what he saw, yvou know.

& DO YOU THINK HE EVER HUNG ONTO THE IDEA THAT THERE
WAS SOMERODY FROM HIS FAMILY THAT HE COULD FIND?

A Mo, they gave that up. The only one that they foung
- gomebody in Tamily was found and I have 2 picture of this. There was a

cousin of his. His cousin that he played with as a child. She was the

et e

only one azlive who came out of that and she was in Russiza. Bhe lived in
Russia, angd she left Russia to go fo Isreal. And we went o sse her in
Isreal. We went to see her and so did my mother—in-law go to see her and
so did my sister—in-law go to see her. We all went to see her and her

children and it was z very moving experience. Bhe’'s still alive and in

Isreal.
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& HOW DID SHE SURVIVE?
A What?
& HOW DID SHE SURVIVE?
A Wall, she was z voung girl. Bhe saw her parents

T

ight in front of her. And she was about 153 or 16, And I don't
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know how she escaped. Bhe was in & concentration camp for I don't know
how many vears.  And she was rescusd by a Russian soldier who becamse her
husband. A Jewish soldier, and he married her. And he was a very brave
man, a Aussian soldier, and he had a very good stature in Soviet Union.

in fazct, after the war he became head of & big plant — made him head of =z
plant and they had & very good life and 211 the modern conveniences,
gveryithing you want.

We didn’t know that. Bde thought she survived in the Boviet
dnion and she has nothing and we were sending her costs and God &n@wa what
gnd it cost us & fortune to send her stuff and find out lazier that they
had more than we have. BShe left the Soviet Union with a mink cozt. BShe
had a8 mink coat. You know that the state of Isrezsl pzid for their move.
They moved with 2 piano, a8 mink coat, she had beaubiful dishes and stuff,
and all that she left the Soviet Union with. And Isreal paid for 211
that. Isn’'t that amazing? I couldn’t believe that. When I went fo

vigit her and I saw all the stuff they had, I was just thinking of 211 the

times we went to all the trouble to be sure we — (End of Videotaps 1.}

Videotape 2 of Z:

A You know, there were searches for all these people.
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A1l the searches vou put —— these searches and they finally found this was
the only living person. And finally they lefi the Soviet Union because
her daughter was a concert pianist, but but weren’'t being admifted as s

Jew. &Bhe was given all these chances. Her son was also something and
they didn't have -- for the children’s sake not for their sake. For the
children’s sake because her husband was a8 Bovieb citizen. He was very
well —— they had plenty of money, he wes very well liked, and didn’'t have
any problems. But for the children‘s sake. 8o the children had some kind

of future they went to Isreal. Actually, if they had waited a while fthey

could have seen how things might be even better. I don’t know, maybe they

o+
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would have been better off tay in Soviet Union. It was very hard for

Isreal with all that stuff and all this

e dd
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them in Isreal. They

1

ame
fancy stuff. He had o go into buaiﬁesa and had a to make 2 living and he
didn‘t live very long. Her husband died. And she tried to gel me fo
bring -~ to sell the mink coat. That was in 1977 I visited them and she
wanted me to bring the mink coat to Celifornia and éell it. That was the
first visit I made out of this country and I said. "No, I'm not going to
bring a mink coat into the states." You know, leave the country and coms
back in a mink coat. How am [ going to bring a mink coat when I'm coming
from Isreal? It just didn't make sense to me. Becidgﬁ, who wanted 2 mink
coat in California. Mavbe in New York. And I didn’t wani any part of 2
mink coat. I don't know what heppened finally. Bui we planed —— anvway,
my sister—in—law and myaélf planned on somsbtime in near future to pull ocur
respurces together and invite her to come and visit in the United States.

Bhe is alone now and her children are married and her daughter is still
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Babe
playing music and she is married and has children., Her daughter left the
Soviet Union, but her husband stayved behind because he didn't wanted to
leave., Bo had he stayed behind and she left with her child.

& DAY, URBULA, YOU HAVE TWO SISTERS THAT YOU CAME TO

THE UNMITED STATES WITH AS CHILDREM. HOW DO THEY FEEL ABDUT SHARING THEIR

£ Well, they did share their story when we came back

from Sermany. There was 3 1ot of publicity until the papers and publicity

~h
i

on T.V¥., and all that stuff, and my sister, Gertrude, spoke in front o

unitarian group in Los Angeles and conveyed her story therse. And so they

have 211 been through ~- they feel they have done Their thing and they
have gone through -- and they just felt that that was -- and now with war
and 21l that’'s going on, they felt that they just dont have the fime and

effort right now to do it. And they Telt that they have told their story
and that's it. And they dont want to continue to tell it. They do not

see the value zs as much as 1 do. They just don't see it. And then as I
told vou before, I fesl that both my sisters have not had zn environment,

& Jewish environment like I ve had. They both married non-Jews and they

have besn, you know. They haven't observed any of the Jewish -— anvihing
because they have lived their lives so to them it's pod - if's not as
deep 2s 1t iz with me because I've been not only married into - married a2

Jew, but I married a8 eastern Jew, and it’'s a whole new ball game and I am
sort of inbetween. And, of course, I have the problem with my hearing and
all that so that it just dossn’t mean -- it doesn’t mean that it doesn’t

mean that much to them, but it's just that they want to let it go at thi

in
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point. They do not want o go on. They tried to convince me of the same

way. They said because it upsets yvou and they saw I gobt upset by it, and

ot
]

I was trying to d up some of the things and they said that's why we

didn’t want . vou to do it. You get upset and we don't want vou to be
upset. And so that’'s the reason. Iis not any bad reasons or anything

3

like th

-

3 just their pa

i

t, it t of their lives. They Jjust don’ft want it
right now. Both of them. They don’t even like to talk about it. If I
was telling them I was coming ftoday —— 1 even told my sister last night
that in a3 couple of months when yvou get me the tape I'm going to invite
them to come and to see it and I said fo my sister, "Are vou interested?"
And she saild, "I'm not sure.” HAnd I said, "I'm not going o force you if
vou don 't want to come, vou don't have to come.® Something to that
effect, vou know.

8 AMD WHY ARE YOU WILLING TO TELL YDUR STORY?

& Pardon me.

& WHY ARE ¥OU WILLING TO TELL YDUR ETORY?

4] Why do I want to tell my story? Well, I just feel
that it’'s necessary to tell my story., I feel I want -— I think that
somebody else can maybe learn from it and also I think it's good for me
personally. I think it's good fto have it out because maybe 2 lof of 1%
has been sizzling inside of me for a long time and I just sort of got =
lot of things out that I might not have thought of getting them out.
Maybe they haven’'t come ouk. Maybe this is a good way, yvou know. And I
think that with the way the word situation and the way things are going.

Generations die and are forgotten and maybe this is the only way they can
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be remembered. How do we remember the generationsbefore us? I've
discovered by going through my parent’s —- going through those tapes -
you see the value of listening to my own parents spesk on z tape today is
invaluable to me. I think it's terrific. 1 didn’t realize it until I

&
i

rted listenin

jud

to them again. S0 then I could —— why not. If I do

E

[ixi

that, my children will someday see that of mine. I fthink fthat would bs a

r

3
i

2l good thing for them.

i AND FIMALLY, DO YOU THINK THE HOLOCAUST OR AN EVENT

-
g
i

IT COULD HAPPENED AGAINT

A Unfortunately, yves. It could happen zgain if we let

it, and there are esnough people who unfortunately are letting things
happen again. ﬁnﬁ we have had a - besides our Holocaust, there are other
holocausts going on throughout the world., It's happened to people so 1
think that sveryihing can happened again, vou know. Nothing is absolutbe

that it’'s not going - that’'s the way and going o stay and it's all o

o
11
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there for infinity, and we really have to fight so that it doesn’t happen
again. But there is vindications throughout the world that these things
happen. So vou don't - I think if we’'re aware that we’'re that much
ahead. 5o we’'re aware of ii. But I fthink one of fthe things that
happened to us in Germany, and all those countries, is that we weren’f
aware. We never in a million vears dreamed something like that could

j
happen. We said, "Oh, come on nobody would ever think ——" But now we
don’t think that way any more. We have different ideas now, you know.

We know what can happen. 5o with that idea, I think we’'re that much

ahead.



I CTHANE YOU.

A Your welcome.

8] OEAY, THIS MAY BE REPETATIVE BECAUSE I DIDN'T HEAR

THE FIRET PART OF YOUR INTERVIEW. YOU MADE SOME REFERENCE ABOUT YOUR

HEARING LOES BEING DUE TO HOLOCAUST CaN YOU TELL US A LITTLE MORE ARDUT
THAT?

a Okay, when I was in Germany I didn't have any
problems heariné or-anything like that. When I first came here, I was
suffering from what they called -- some of the doctors called it shock
because we had quite 2 few little shocks there where we wers, waiting fo
see 1T we were going to be picked up ~— the Naris were going to come and
pick us up. Even when we were on the ship, we wers hiding in the basement
of the ship because they wers picking up peonle on the ship and Taking
them to the prisons. So when [ first came o United Siates, every time

the bell rang I was like that. As I child - I was only 8 vears old.

43 ]
[

wher I went to school I found owt I was having some hearing problems. |
dicdn 't detect it too soon because my name was Bodenheimer, and in those
days they sat yvou according to how your name was. Luckily my name was "BY
0 I was up front. If I had been Sabel, I would @ have been back there
and T would have found out immediately. Anyhow it was found out that I do
have & hearing loss. Actuslly nothing much more was really done. But it
was a hearing loss, and it was difficult.

fAind then I went to extensive tests and things in New York Dity
and the doctor felt all of it had a2 something to do with my experiences in

Europe. The coming and going and all those things. And since T was in a



ot e

shock it had affected my hearing to some extent. I think, also, that it
might have been something traumatic too because my sisters are finding
sven now that they are having hearing problems now later in their live.
But mine started very early, but the doctors felt from my experiences and
vou know and as time went on, I had more physical sxperiences. Each time

T had a child, or gach time I had an operation or someihing, 1% got worse.

find now I have a 30 pesrcent loss. It7

i

a pretty big loss, and I wear
hearing aids, and living in my house - it's very difficult situation for
me with this hearing loss because I have to have all kinds of gadgets, et
cetera, to hear the telephons and having things like that and even witkh
hgt I have a lot of trouble. Somebtimes [ don't hear and so that's where
it's affected me, and they claim that’'s what it was. I sort of assume
that., 1t didn't help it. Mavbe it wasn’'t the sole cause, but certainly
it helped it &long fto come fo the surface.
@ B0 ITS NOT PHYBIOAL, ITS PSYCHOBOMATICY
A Peychosomatic, I think that if I had - mavbe if I
had more experiences, i my parents had more experiences, if I had more
paychosomatic tests and stuff when I was younger, I may have been able to
do zomething more for it. But you see, I've tried acupuncifure. It
doesn’t help me now but 1 think it would have helped me in the beginning.
Probably would be. But you see, in those days nobody new. MNobody — it
wasn't there and so you know I just have that loss now and have to live
with i%, vou know.
4 I UNDERETAND.

A Yos.



& . A DIFFERENT KIND OF 4 GUESTION.

£ Okay.

g IT WAS DORVIOUS FROM YOUR BTORY THAT YOUR HUSBAND FELT MUCH MORE
POSITIVE ARBOUT HIS EXPERIENCES IN BERMANY THAN ABDUT HIS TWO VIBITS TO
POLAND. ABOUT THE WAY THE FEOPLE RELATED TO HIM AND THE JEWISH
EXPERTENCE. HE FELT MUCH MORE POSITIVE ABDUT THE GERMANG THQQ HE FELT

ABDUT THE POLES. AM I RIBHT INM SAYING THAT?

4] Yes, but that's only afier we went to sse that.
(4 I UMDERETAND?

£ Because up to that point - up to the time that wse
went, he didn’'t want.  fo go to GBermany with me either. You =ee, at
firat I didn't want to go. And when they finally convinced me to go 1
gsaid [ didn't wanted to go without him. Because, aft&rraliﬁ my huabanﬁ
had a cancer. I didn’t know if by next week he was going to be alive and
I wasn't going to leave him, Well it turned out that they said thers is
no reason why he can’t come zlong, they would certzinly pay for him. HWell
that was all and he said he would go. And I'm glad he went. But at first
he didn’t want to go either. I'm sure because we hadn't been by Berman
things and we had pretty bad feelings against the Germans. But then he
changed his mind because he was there first hand and he saw how he was
treated and that changed his opinion.

& THE SECOND PARY OF QUESTION IB THAT I'WM NOT BURE THAT
YOU FEEL THE SAME WAY. YOU STILL HAVE SOME DOUBTS ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF
THE BERMANS YOU MET?

i Fardon me?



N ¥Ou STILL HAVE SOME DOUBRTS ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF THE

GERMANS YOU MET. YOU SAID YOU'RE BODING TO G0 BACK AND RECONFIRM YDUR

FEELINGS?

ot

a Yes the doubts I have -~ 1

e
0

1t the averwhelming

feeling of ~- overwhelming feeling of some of them. Buf there were soms
people who said, ”Dﬁﬁ;t you remember when we were together in school??

And showed my pictures; and I didn’t remember fthem so there was some
people there, I felt mavbe they are all coming out and trying fo show how
good they are and some people really weren’t true about what their
feelings were. And even though I felt very good at the time, and looking
back, I thought I would like to smee them in a different sifuation. A

situation where we ' re not 2 whole big group and they don’t have to show

the whole town how everybody is. Mavbe evervbody in the fown was fold you

-

eve to treat them nice. The town is paying for this thing and vou better

4

o it. Now I do believe that the Mayor is a wonderful man. The Mayor of

the town I really liked, and I really feel he was sincere in everything

+
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hat he szid. And mavbe some of the other people in town. But there were

o4

some people I wasn't sure of, vou know. But I sort of let that go. I
didn’t think about it. Buf now I do want to go back and see how they

wouwld react. How would thay feel when I come with my grandchildren or

g

daughter and something. How would they feel? Do they still feel as open
and friendly or is it just because this wers supposed to feel that way.
Because I know the Mavor feels that way and thers are people in the town

that do. But it isn't the whole town. BSo I would like —— ifs true, 1

would like to see for mvself. 1 get that feeling. And I think also is
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that -~ 1 tell vou the truth, since my husband died, I think in some wavs
I'm more s@nsitive about a3 lot of things. In evervthing. 5o I look at
evervthing twice before I can confirm it.

§  YOU SAID YOUR FATHER FOUGHT IM THE GERMAN ARMY IN
WORLD WAR @ AND HE OBVIOUSLY FELT A PART OF GERMANY IN ORDER TO FIGHT.

A Yes.

& WOULD YOUR FATHER HAVE EVER RETURNED TO GERMANY AFTER
WORD WAR I1 AND WAB IT DIFFICULT FOR HIM DR DID HE DENWY HIS BEING GERMAN
AFTER WORLD WAR II7%

A {h, no. No. #®y father would have -—~ if he had lived
he might have gone back with us to see —— you know, with us. But after
what happened to him, you know -— after what happen to our family and
sverthing, he didn’t ever want to go back or anything. He didn’f have
that strong German feeling. Just during Horld War I, when he was 2 young
man he was in his 20s. He lost a eye when he was in his 208 and you know
how you are when yvour fighting. And even though you have fo say this, the
German government did supptirt him. Every year they sent him 2 new glass
sye atter Word War 1I. It’'s difficult to buy —— very expensive to buy =z

glass eye. And they had a brand new glass eve every vear and they gave

i)

Bim over a thousand dollars & month they sent him to live on and when they
burried him they even paid for his burrial., They did evervthing because
ne was a soldier and they treatsd the soldiers —— which is amazing that
they did that. But he didn't have any German feelings. I don’t think he
had any German Teelings any more after what happened during World War I1.

But my mother also had Berman feelings too. My mother, during Wold War I,
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her father was in the service foo, vou know. And she was very, very -

hut then they were occupied by the French where my mother was in
1Dhgon:§ﬁibencarbin where she lived so they were assimilated. This was their
country -— yes. They were assimilabted up until Hitler surfaced. Up %ill

hat point they felt they were part of the country. This was their

Lxst

country and they were in it just like anvbody else. But aftter that you

couldn 't s£i11 have that feeling even after 1930 because first Hitler said

Jews can’t do this and then Jews can’'t do this. By 1938 the Jews were
gliminated from many, many garta‘mf the german life already so that they
had -- does that anzwer yvour guestion? Okay.

O WELL, THAME YOU I WISH I WOULD HAVE HEARD THE FIRST
PART. COMING LATE, IT MAKES IT A LITTLE MORE DIFFICULT, BUT I ENJOYED
HEARING YOU. YOU AND YOUR HUSBAND HAD VERY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES?

A Yes.

& BECAUSE YOU EXPERIENCED IT LIRECTLY ALTHOUGH YDU WERE VERY
YOUNG WHILE HIS EXPERIEMQE% CAME FROM BOOKE AND MAGAZINE AND NEWSPAPERS
AND BTORIES?

A That's right. That's right.

Q BUT HIS LOSSES WERE MUCH GREATER. DID vOU LOOSE
ANYONE FROM YOUR NEAR FOMILY DUE TO THE HOLOCAUST?

A Well the only lpss I had was fthat cousin because the
rest -~ you sge, because of rest of family had realiy.gmtten out in 20s
and 30s. That some left early and then, of course, he might have some
guestions that I had some relatives that went to Brazil. That’'s another

gquestion.
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8] YES, COULD ¥yOU TELL UB AROUT YOUR UNCLE WHO EMIGRATED
TO BRAZIL?
£ Okay. That's right.

i COULD YOU TELL US THAT BTORY?

I

My mother’s younger brother was living in Berlin and

he had 2 his business and app

u

rently, right after Hitler, I guess he

clothing, and he did very well in Brazil. I don’t really have that much
knowledge of exactly what he did, It was after the crash -— after 1929,
I think he probably lost money in Berlin, and then in 1933 with Hitler and
21l that, that’'s what made him finally leave to see his way clear %o move
to HBrazil. He moved to Sapalo. I still have cousins living in Sapalo.
fnd then his parents, my grandparents in Aidencorbin. There was another
gxample of how they were zssimilated in Aldencorbin to such an  extent
that they Qere in no hurry to leave and finally it was pretiy late, and we
gouldn’t get them in United Htates. They finslly emigrated to Brazil.

& S50 YOU NEVER BAW THEM ABAIN?

] Fardon me?

& AFTER THEY WENT TO BRQZEL; WAS THERE EVER A REUNION

WITH YOUR GRANDPARENTS?

e

I've never seen my grandparents, no.
5] YU HEVER SAW THEM AGAINT
A Never saw them.

& THEY DIED IN BRAZIL?
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£ They died in Brazil. But I did see —— my Uncle
came to visit us guite often and my cousins have come from Brazil to visit
us gquite often. At one point, even my parents went to visit them in
Brazil. And my uncle —— they had g very hard time at the snd there in

Erazil. He finally lost the whole thing and he lost the whole thing when

things were — gfier this was all over and, T don't know. There werse all

1

= changes in the government and Brazil wasn't so good either. And he

e
o

i
§

e
came here —— he lived here for three months. My uncle lived here for

three months before he died - wifth my mother. This was 2 mother’'s

favorite vounger brother, and they were very close and it was wonderful

1
K

that he was here his last three months and he went back and he died zlmost

- when he got off fthe plane he had & heart atback and that was it.  And
then he died shortly afterwards then.

N | ARE ¥OU IN TOUCH WITH YOUR COUSINE DOWN THERE?

£ Mot very much. I ftried fto call them because one of .
my cousins died and sent condolences and tried to call them and I haven't
besn able to reach them when I fry to call them. I plan sometime mavbe to
try to visit them. You know, I've been ftraveling ouite 3 bit lately. I'm
going to Europe in August and then fo England and Germany and so I thought
maybe ai one time, if I can get shold of them, sometime I might wvisit.

i WHAT WAS YOUR UNCLE'S BUSINESS IM BRAZIL?

A He had children’s clothing —- children’s clothing
factory and he made beautiful children’s clothing that he sent me when my
children were small., I% was a big factory, and he emploved —— he had his

ouwn family guite 2 bit. He had fthree daughters and he emploved some of
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their -—— the husbands were emploved in his —— were part of it and

éaughterg were part of it. It was s whole big family thing. Af one time

1

the sked my hushand to come because they liked him. They thought he was

7 <

e
)
3

very good in business. Bobt T odidn’t want fto ao.

i

I owould just like to say fhaet I'm glad I have been able %o fell
my storv. It's not the most exciting story in the world, but it's
certainly something, that even i it’s just for my own family history, but
for whosver hears my story that I hope thet they Zaarnvsamething from it
or they remember what the people —— what the Jews have to go through
dguring World War II and during that periocd, and I hope fhey will zlways
remember that we have to protect our rights and we have to make sure that
these things don’'t happen sgein. That's all I can say.

N THANE YOU VERY MUCH.

(Description of Pictures Begins Herel
i TELL US WHO THIS IE, PLEASE?
A This is my husband’'s Aunt Lana who was in Bialysiock
and she was 2 young girl. She dressed as a Gypsy. That was her way of
dressing like & Bybsy, And this was g picture she sent in 1940s. This
was one of last pictures we got and then she parished in the Holocaust.
& AND WHAT WAS HER MAME ABAIN, PLEABE?
A Hum?
g WHAT WAS HER NAME ABOIN, PLEABE?
2] Lans.

& LAaNA.  LANA.

A Bareman. Well, my mother—in-law’'s maiden name was



i WHAT I8 THIB, PLEABE?

s my husband’'s grandfather.

2] This

i YOUR HUSEAND 'S GRANDFATHER?
2] Grandfather, that's right. He had a3 red bsard ang
2 red thing, and his name was Itzrack. That's what I remember him saving

~— his name was Itzrack That's right. And he had sort of a severe eye

"

t tell it in that picture. He had 2 severe eye where

L&
3

but I guess vou o
a Kusack hit him during one of progroms or something and one of the

busacks hit him and his eye was sort of closed. But you can’t tell this

ot

on that piciure.
& OND WHAT WAS HIE LABT NAME?
A Well, I guess they were called Bareman. Bareman
because my mother—in-law’s name would be Bareman.

i OEAY. WHAT IS THIG?

& Okay. This was my husband’'s grandmother. HMrs.
Bareman, and she ran the roost. She was 2 very strong, strong very harsh
strong woman. She did the cooking and she took care —— she had eight
whildren and she helped in store and she was really the big person in the
family. Bhe was the overhead over everybody. And they were 211 afraid of
her. Evervbody in family was afraid of her.

& TELL U8 ABOUT THIS, PLEABE.

A This is probably the ship my mother-in-law, Anna
Sabel, came to this country in 1923,

{J THE GUNARD ANTONIANT



;o

Sabel - &7
A Yes, and that's the ship. You see the Mame of i%7
G THE ANTONIAMN. A QUNARD SLIP CALLED THE ANTONIAN.
3] Yes.
) VERY GROD. WE BOLVED THE MYSTERY.
d TELL US ABOUT THIS PHOTO, PLEABE?

A I don't know when he came to this country. I didn't

B OEAY, THE MANT
A He mef my mother—in-law Annz Szbel and he married her

and he accepted both of her children zlso.

& AMD THAT'S THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE IN THIE CABEY
A The man in the middle, ves.

8] AND WHAT I8 HIS NAME ABAIN, PLEABE?

& Jack SHabel.

& JACE SABEL; AND —-

A I don’'t know.

& WHERE WAB THAT PHOTD TAKEM?

£ Well, the other people look familizr fto me too and I
don’t know who they -- they look very familiazr to me but I can’i tell vou
who they are.

& OEAY.

A HMaybe they ' re cousins.

i OkaY. BUT URSULA, I THINK THAT PICTURE WAB BTILL TAKENW IN
RUSSIA. TUDGING FROM TQE HATS.

A It would have been when he was & voung boy. There



was 2 picture of him when he was a young boy. Herse is a3 picture of him

whan he was 2 little older over here.

(B OEAY. YOU SAID THIS I8 IADK SABEL?
A That's right.

4 DEAY. WHAT IS THIS PHOTODSRAPHY DO YOU ®NOW wWhHaT

THIE PHOTOGRAFPH It

i

oF?
Al This was more like he was in United States when he

finally met my mother—in-law. This waes years later when he was & youn

2

man and he was in the United States.
& TELL US AROUT THIS PICTURE, PLEABET
A Her name was Martila, and she the only living
relative that survived the Holocsust and she met and married 2 Hussian

soldier snd they had two children and fhose are fthe fwo children and you

it

an see underneath Velva ~— let me loogk here.

HMARY AND VELVA,

£

A Mary and Velvayj that’'s right.

& THEY WERE WOW IW IBREALY

A That‘'s right. And they are living in Isreal. That's
an old picture. They were 31l grown up. The children alresady have
children of their own, but this is 3 old picture of her. |

& B0 THIS WOULD HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN THE EARLY "308
PERHAPS. THE EARLY 195087

A Yeah.

8 STILL IN THE SOVIET UNION?

A In the Soviet Union. That picture was taken in the



Eabel -- &9

Soviet Uniong that's right.

N TELL US ABDUT THIS PICTURE, PLEABEY

A Okay. The man in Bialvstock, when we were in
Bialystock in 1981, fhe man who we met fthere ssid that the Sermans took
the tomestones of Jews and started putting them in the streets and they
had & collection of them and he showsd us the collecition of tomestones
there. He showed us to 38 place where they had 211 the tomestones and
they just put fhem together like that.

i 80 ITE MOT A CEMETERY?

A Mo, this was not a cemetery. They just took them
from the cemetery and put them someplace. And they were going to use
them. They did use some of them to psve the streets or whatever zlse
they did with them, I don’t know.

& THEBE MNEXT —-

A This is one of photos of Bislystock before the war.
What Bialvstock looked like before the war. Before they were bombed out
and went through rubbel and stuff.

& THIS IS BIALYSTOCK AGAINY

2] Bialystock before the war one of main streets and
the small people in this Jewish city in Poland. It was considered a
Jewish city. This is another one of photos of Bislystock before World MHar

11

il aEaY.
A This is another one of the photos of one of the

streetz of Bizlystock and vou can look and see what the name of the strest



A
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A

i
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NICKOLISTRALGA,

Yeah.

IT'8 IN GERMAM AND RUSSIAN. NICHOLISTRAUSA.
Yeah.

OAY. MORE BIALYSTOCKS

This is another one of the --

ITS CALLED ENCUMBAT AND NICKEDLISTRAUSA THE CORNER OF

MARKET AND NICKOLISTRAUSA.

A

o

]

Yeah.
OEAY. AND NOW WE'RE IN POST-WAR BIALYSTOCK.

This iz Bizlystock, 1981. This is the piciures that

I got from 1981,

&

A
Huildings

i
AFTER THE

A

&

n

THIS I8 A POST CARD vOU GOT IN 19B17

Post card: that's right - that 1 bought there.
and ——

OkaY. THIS IS MORE DF BIALYSTODKE WITH HIBHRIBES
WAR?

Ll huh.

THIE I

151

EIALYSTOCE AGAIN AFTER THE WAR.
THIS IS MORE BIALYSTOCE AFTER THE WAR.
Bizlystock, 1981.

TELL US AROUT THIS, PLEASE?

Hum?

TELL US ABOUT THIBY



& Okay. Here is g picture of my husband Herman Sabel

and driver -— taxi driver from Warsaw looking at --

i

getting out of the ftaxi. And he had just directed him -
told him where to drive the taxi to.
& AND YOUR HUSBEAND IS5 ON THE LEFTY

(4! No, this is my husband.

i YOUR HUSEAND IS ON THE RIGHT?

A Yeah. This on the road on the way coming into town.
Some of the old part of town, still using the old methods.

& OKAY .

A Here is & picture of me with the man who is showing

us different parts of the ftown that he thinks —— fhe old town of
Bialystock thaf’a teft of Jewish life.

VG THIE IS THE OLD JEWISH MANT

] This is the German mani that’'s right, ves.

i WHAT 'S HIS NAME DO YOU RECALLY DO YOU REMEMBER HIG

MNAMET
£ M.
& OEAY .
A Here’'s another picture of me and the man and he's

showing us all the different things. I think he’'s now going fto show us
the synogogue sS000. It’'s on the way. He was taking us around o sse
what happerned to Jews during World War 1.

8] HOUBES RIGHT?

A Yes., The houses were 30 years old. He showed us old



- -

Sabel —— 7E

houses.  They weren't old enough. The rezl old ones were zlready rubbel.
After all it was many years. That’'s just me standing there. I was

Y

posing; that's right. My husband was takin

i

xF pictures of me posing because

he didn’t want to feel strange. We felt uncomfortazble so he said, "Just
S0 1 posed back there and that's where we got 2ll these pictures
of me, because he felt uncomfortable just walking around there. Some

more poses. That was supposed to be the oldest house that they had ther

j21]

like the houses that were 50 or 33 vears zgo of -— and that’'s 211 that was
left of them. That's when the Natris destroved zll fthe houses of all the
Jews and all of the surrounding houses. And that was the last part.

@ OEAY.  YOU WANTED TO TELL US AROUT THIS PLAGUE HERE?

£ The man took us to show us the

i

ign on the building

which said that this was originally part of biggest synogogue of

1}

Jeicd

Bialvstook.

e

h

Bl

nd this is the spot -~ the zrea -

u

spot whers the Nazis

1t

-y

put &,000 people in the svnopogue and burned them —— burned the pe

[
]

pl

with fhe synogogue and that’s g plague in Polish and in Hebrew saying what

happened right on the building. Can you read that Jewish,

& 4.
4] Okay.
i BRRY . .

2] That's Okay.

il OEAY. AND THIS?

A To the right vou see the Catholic Church which is
still standing there which is the same way which my husband had a known it

which was many vears before.  That part of ftown was still the same. It



abe

Ax]

ot

—-— 73X
hasn't changed 2t a1l. The same with the other church behind that. That
church also, with the white. Okay, this is a3 plague saying so many people
were shot. Yeazh remember how many, but there were guite 3 few people that
were just shot down and this plague right there, it's the —— and that

person —— that man -—- that’s the man from -— that’'s not the driver. 1

don 't think so. That's the Polish man that we met that took us there.

He's a survivor. That man is & survivor of the Holocsust.
& HE'S ONE OF THE 11 JEWE -
A He's one of 11 Jews, ves.

b TELL U8 ABOUT THIS, PLEABE?

A This iz & memorizal of how many people were shot and

ot
ot
ot
o

L

in that aresz.
i ON THE 197TH OF NOVEMBER OF 19417
A 1941,

i 19TH NOVEMBER, 19417

A Hovember 9 , 17413 right. That must be when they
came in.

& THIE I8 A DIFFERENMT PHOTO OF A BIMILAR TYPE OF MEMORIALY
A Here's another memorizl of other dezths. What
happened to peoonle,. I don't know exactly how many.
0] AND THIS, PLEASE?
é And there is another one. They were just all over ——
some of it —— this was in the forrest where they took people.

2] THIS IS NOT A JEWISH MEMORIAL. THIG IS5 A CHRISTIAN

ONE BECAUSE 0OF THE THE CROBS THERE.



A Thi

it

one 1s & Christian one.

i YOU MIBHT BHOW THE CROSS.

& The crossy that's right.

&8 THERE YDU GO. RECAUSE IT'S A CRUSIFIX.
A Okay.

i ALBD A LARGER BHOT I7 IN HERE.

&l #11 of them.
o OkEAY.
& These are all memoriums of death where the Mazis

killed people. Both Jews and non-Jews. And fthers is my husband standing
at one of them. There is another memorizl on the tree there. Ifs another
memorial., And this was a big one that there were thousands and fthousands
of people. This was more than a few thousand. That was 3 very, very big
ong. Very big memorizl where there a2s much as 5,000 or 10,000 people.
These are some more memorials,

X THIS IE THE SAME DATE WE SAW EARLIER. I THINE IT WAS
ON THE 19 OF NOVEMBER 1941 WHERE THEY MUST HAVE HAD A& BIG ACTION?

4] Big action: that’'s right.

m’ KILL A MANY 45 WE CAN, THAT SORT OF A THING, BECAUBE
IT'S THE SAME DATE OVER AND OVER ABGATMT

A Yezh.

& THIS I8 Z,000.

A 3,000,

i THIS IS IN MEMORY OF 3,000 PEDPLE WHD WERE KILLED BETWEEN 1741

AND 1944. 1 CAN READ THE NUMBERS BUT NOT THE LANGUAGE.



Sahel -—— 75
£ Here’ s ancother memorial. That's the one for the

3,000,

A This is a sculpturs showing the death of all fthese
people in that asrea. I belisve this was zlso both Jews zand non-Jews this
perticular one. Yes. This waes in the forrest. Part of the forrest of
Bialvstock. My mother-—in-law would tell me fhat that was such 3 beaubiful
forrest and they had such beavtiful memories of that forrest.

AEnd tape 2 of Zi



