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Date of interview: 5/26/1990 
 
Summary: Susanne Kalter De Witt was born in November 1934 in Munich, 
Germany, less than two years after Hitler and the Nazis came to power in 
Germany.  Susanne describes Munich as the focal point of Nazi activity.  Her 
father, Samuel Kalter, was a medical doctor but was not allowed to practice 
medicine in the traditional sense and not allowed to collect fees for medical 
services since he was Jewish.  Susanne states that Jews at the time could not 
belong to the socialized medicine network and therefore could not get paid 
through the German government. Also she asserts that her father could not get a 
medical research position and was prohibited from conducting medical research 
since he was Jewish.  He originally teamed up with a Gentile doctor (which is 
what Jewish doctors often did at that time) but he was exploited (i.e. received 
very difficult cases, sometimes not paid).  Subsequently, her father got a job as 
the resident physician at the Jewish Home for Aged; they were not able to pay 
him a salary, so her family received housing there in exchange for her father’s 
medical services.  Susanne’s mother, Klara Katzenstein, held a position 
managing the home and providing social services there.  Susanne was born at 
this Jewish Home for the Aged.  Although her family was not Orthodox, they lived 
an Orthodox lifestyle at the Home since the facility was Orthodox affiliated.   
 
Interestingly, Susanne shares that she recalls having a “happy time” the first four 
years of her life living in Munich, Germany.  She says people were trying to live 
normal lives and her parents tried to protect her.  Yet, she relates that the 
situation for Jews was getting progressively worse between 1934-1938 where it 
became more difficult for Jews to get food and clothing, Jews were harassed on 
a daily basis and most Jews lived in a constant state of fear, anxiety and tension. 
Susanne describes how she was arrested at age four-- she states that she was 
without her parents and did not eat for three days.  She says she was 
interrogated by Nazis with guns but that she did not cooperate with them.  It is 
unclear at this point where and how this took place. Susanne then proceeds to 
describe how the SS Stormtroopers broke into the Jewish Home for the Aged on 
Kristallnacht.  It was “hit in the first wave” as the Nazis were targeting the weak 
and vulnerable.  She recalls how the SS broke in through her window at night 
and locked everyone into their rooms. They arrested everyone at the Jewish 
Home for the Aged.  Everyone was put into vans and driven by the Nazis to a 
Dachau holding station and it took several hours to process everyone there. Her 
family spent about a week at this holding station.  
 
Since Susanne’s father had Polish citizenship by default, Susanne and both of 
her parents were considered Polish.  Consequently, all three of them were 
deported to Poland.  They were deported on a passenger train and the trip took 
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several days.  Describing the train ride, she recalls it was very cold, they had to 
sleep sitting up but they could eat snacks they brought, or buy food at the 
stations (but people had little money with them).   She states we were “not 
tortured but it was very unpleasant.”  They sat at the border for a while the 
Germans and Poles negotiated back and forth.  Poland would not let them in, 
and they were eventually shipped back to Germany.   
 
Susanne’s mother arranged for Susanne to be taken to Holland by a former non-
Jewish employee of the Jewish Home for the Aged.  The employee left Susanne 
with a Dutch family and Susanne recalls feeling “frantic and frustrated” as she 
could not communicate with them due to language differences.  In early 1939, 
she was placed with distant cousins- the Stein family who lived in Amsterdam.  
When Holland was invaded in September 1939, they went to stay in the Stein 
family’s summer home.  The Stein family decided to ship Susanne to England in 
September 1939 just before the Germans bombed Holland.  The Stein family 
believed they should stay together so they remained in Holland.   
 
Susanne was separated from her parents for almost a year.  She maintains that 
her parents saved her life yet her parents did not know if they would ever see her 
again.  Susanne reunited with her parents in England.  How this occurred is very 
unclear as she relates that her parents never shared with her how they were able 
to leave Germany.  Her family was sponsored by a single (not affluent) Gentile 
woman who, under English law, had to provide lifelong sponsorship.  Her parents 
were in England on temporary visas and were “enemy aliens” since they were 
from Germany.  Therefore her father could not work as an MD there.  Her mother 
worked as a social worker for the Jewish Home for Youth, where Jewish children 
from different European countries were housed.  Susanne says she was not 
aware of anti-Semitism in England. 
 
Her father got a job as a civilian doctor in a miners’ town in the south of Wales, 
and her family lived there for the remainder of the war. In the meantime, they 
were waiting to get visas to come to the US.  Her family spent five years living in 
Wales where her father worked as a county health officer.  She described it as a 
benign experience and that the Welsh people were simply happy to get a good 
doctor there.  Susanne states the Welsh were not anti-Semitic but just puzzled 
about her family since they did not know any Jews.  While in Wales, her family 
joined the Baptist church and attended weekly “just to be part of the community.”  
 
In 1945, Susanne’s family traveled by boat to the US, and they initially stayed 
with her uncle in New York.   Then they established their own residence in New 
York City.  Her father failed the US medical exam several times (eventually 
passed in 1954), and Suzanne states that Jewish MDs had a difficult time 
passing this exam in the US and that there was a lot of anti-Semitism in the 
American Medical Association.  Susanne describes how she was subjected to 
anti-Semitism in US schools, and that initially she was placed in a class with 
mentally retarded children due to her limited English.  She relates how she had a 
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teacher who would not let her speak about Israel in class and that the teacher 
would speak “untruths” about Israel in class.  She also recalls how peers would 
urinate on her and tear up her Hebrew homework.  She was finally happy in 
school when she attended the Bronx Highschool of Science, where most of the 
students were Jewish.   
 
Susanne returned to Germany from 1956-1957 since her husband had a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study at the University of Heidelberg.  She expressed 
feeling appalled that people there said they never knew about the Holocaust or 
the concentration camps.  Some Germans expressed their opinion to her that 
“Hitler put the German economy back on its feet.”   While Susanne was in 
Germany, she found some of her family’s personal items (i.e. Kiddush cup) in the 
Museum of Jewish Artifacts in Munich.  She sued to get these items returned to 
her family. 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact Reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection




