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Name of interviewee: Austerer, Walter 
 
Date of interview:  3/14/1996 
 
Summary:  Walter Austerer was born in Austria on 11/27/1923 and lived in the 
Leopoldstadt Jewish district of Vienna. He enjoyed his childhood, which was very 
happy. During the depression his father lost his job and times became difficult. 
When the Nazis rose to power, his father moved back from Romania. Since 
Walter’s whole family did not look Jewish, they were safer than most Jews; 
however, Walter remembers that in 1938, there was a camp for men and Nazis 
came to their house to search for them, so he and his father hid in a coal cellar 
for the whole day. 
     Walter’s mother, Rose Greenfield, was a bright woman who was Walter’s 
‘guiding star’. In 1939, Walter’s mother went to a telephone exchange called 10 
families who might take Walter in. Two out of the 10 responded. His mother was 
able to arrange for Walter to go to England. On July 4, Walter moved in with the 
Hursts who lived in Bradford, England and stayed with them until September, 
which was when the war started. At that time, all children were evacuated by 
Kindertransport to the countryside of Lancashire (?). In a schoolyard, people 
picked out the children they wanted. When only the older children were left, the 
pub owner took in Walter and another child. The next day, Walter went down the 
country lane, knocked on the doors, and asked people to take him in. The well to 
do Hindle family took him in and at the same time, Walter began to give German 
lessons to a young woman who was a neighbor for the next 4-5 months. After 
awhile, the government decided that there was no more bombing, so Walter 
moved back to Bradford to the Hursts. He later went to London and obtained a 
visa. In April of 1940, Walter went to Southampton to take a passenger ship to 
the U.S. where many of his relatives had gone and his mother was waiting for 
him. 
     Walter began his life in America by staying in New Jersey with his uncle. 
Afterwards, he lived with other relatives in the Bronx, New York. When Walter 
turned 15, he worked for a fur business during the day and went to school at 
night. He graduated from high school in January 1943 and went on to study at a 
university. Afterwards, he joined the U.S. Army in Long Island and helped out in 
the nuclear lab for a short while. Later, he was sent to Missouri and went into 
intelligence as a radio operator. After being designated to the engineering 
division, he spent 9 months in Iowa before being shipped to the Battle of the 
Bulge. Later, through friends, he met his first wife. After becoming a widower, he 
married his second wife, with whom he had a son. Walter now paints and works 
with various architecture businesses. Though it has been hard for him to talk 
about his past, he is now more open about the topic. 
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