Interview with Paula Phillips

A: My name is Paula Phillips
@1 And when and where were youw born?
A3 I -was born in [?Vicearoya Tfitevilzitz-Qvinsskasen?}g‘:
@3 What year? | |
A: Dctober the 12th, *98.
@z -Can you tell us when was tﬁe first time you start feeling
dangef? | |
Az It start getting dangerous??
@: wuh-huh.
A: It start dangafouS'in nineteen hundred thirty threé.
Then Hitler. |
@: How diq you see?--How did you experience this?'
A: My experience? | o | |
7@: Uh-huh. |
Ar I was'at’my Job..:;f’am*run'{?l Shébbat. All the Jewish

stores had to be closed because they want to find out which-is

- the Gentile store, which ‘is the Jewish store. - And I was in-a big -

office. The man and I--we bbthfhad ;s. One owner-was a Jew and
the other was aAprinter. ‘And it was to go out somebody had to
offer somebody [(?] some alternate home and I didn’t kndw;aboué
this, you know, and said you have to ga.out, but I don’t let you
go alone.‘ I bring>you in-ybur house. That was nice. 1 didn't

recognize then how dangerous it was. And said of toursea So we -

~had nothing to go back~--the boy (...7...] he had nothing to go

'béck>to this business. It was a big coal business. Coal to fire




- the ovens. For the heat, .in winter.

‘This big firm was connected with my company where 1 was
working together ({1 concerned.

@: Which company were yod wqfking for?

A I‘worked....l'm~trying to remember the name from the one
anar from the Jewish man, Pakachinski.

@: What kind of a company>was“it?‘

A: Coal. |

@: A coal mine?

A: No. They had”nu*&in&i This écmpany had no mine. This
company bought the coals from the mine and [?) distributed. -

@: Was Posen an area where there was a lot of coal? A lot of
coal mining andvmanufacturing? |

| A: I think they got the coals from the Upper Silesia.. I

think--I am not, I am not—--1 [?]1 1 forgof something here~~but I'm
not so sure because I was not connected with the big company. 1
was connected with the customers from the big company. And they
ran them all together. But before this, my company, where I
“worked, were connected”qithkﬂber Silesia coal...coal gre....lt was
a big out for coals here....The president on this company want to
take me in in this big company. 1 should be their pfivate um,
“their private (7?1, their private accountamt-who-goes around
impr&ves the books and all: the business. But in the mean time it
(7?1 different [?] so that’s why I [?] my disease.

@: Had you gone to school to stUdy accounting in

- A: Oh yes.

)



@: Jah?

Az Yau went, you went--All your schooling was in Germany.

@: Yeah.

Az - Now when yourware at school before 1943, did you notice
théf—Hiﬁler or the Nazis—--did they come to you?

@: I was in school when I was a young girl. I was in school
in the First World War. In the First World War I started
business school.

A: Uh-huh.

@3 And then I was the only Jew in the class and‘eQery class -
there would be one or two. That was a private school--uh, that
was a school from the &ity¥~yeah, a business school, through the
city. [?1 I'm just so old, I guess.

@: When you went‘to school you-wew9~~wanfanti~semitisﬁ
directed at you.

Az No, no, no,

@: Okay, can we go back to the Shabbat that you were told to
go home and somebody took you home?

A: Yeah, .then 1 was put of work.

@: That was the last day you worked. |

Az That was £?1. But my ﬁrother had-a business——big éaps.
Méde caps. In Germany the people were made caps.  And, uh, this
business was running so until the war caught,;you can no [?1
longer buy [?] from Jews and the Jews had to go out of business.
That’s [?J. And I became then, by this company, the--that'’s the

name—~-the Director of the big company from Ober Silesia-—coal——
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what is it——[?}—a mine, a ccal mine. And he called me in

. -because he knew that I was out of work. So [ .took over and

became a saleswoman for coals. But then some others make me some
trouble. They gaVe me a hard time so 1 quit and- I said I'd had
encugh.

@: How did they give you the trouble....

A: Oh they followed me and théy'want to put me in prison.

@: They didn’t.

A

They...This man, Mr. Kachinski, has a company--the
Gentiles, they wvere very close. And this Gentile make [?)]
trouble~—they bullied me.

@: Uniformed Nazis or public officials followed you'?

A: Yeah. They\came«evea,inyﬁur house and locked for me, but
1 waﬁn'twfhere, soﬂthey said we come again.' Sc that was ... the
boundary. My company where I was working...as they knew 1 did
and all the papers and they wrote the numbers, everything £?l.
And they were afraid I could call in their customers, to their
customers.

@: Were you living with your family at the time?

A: Huh?

@ Your parents.

At My parents? My matﬁer was not alive. She passed awvay
-after the First Norld“war.k And my father was alive, and my
brother, my sister. We were together, one family.

Q: What happened?

A3 My brothér had this business and £?] with my father (7],
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We were all together.

@: And what happened next?

A: Then my brother owns the business and so\its, uh,
merchandise what we got from Gentiles——they had some nice

customers and (7] sellers——but we can't pay right away. We have

not the money. So my father said “okay." They have--1 don't know

if they have it here——they call it the [?ltion or [?]. VYou have

to pay this amount in three months, or in six months. And then

- when it was due, we could prolong it for a longer time. And .

that’s what we did.AEBut.by this time the people pay my brother,
and my brother then said he had many friends——doctors——and had to
go intq a Jewish hospital and learn to be a male nurse. My
brother stands for only doctors and lawyers; so he, uh, studied
and my brother learned. It was nﬁt so0 hard to become. a male
nurse. You-Weren’t tested. And he was in a small hospital in
Barlin. Two hospitals——0One from the [A?] Congregation and one
from [B?). And he learned from (B?]. And my sister went in too,
andy; too to be a nurse;w'ﬁut my brother makes examination by the
government. My sister not...I will be, do what I can...And I, we
had a big apartment because we make the business from the house.
And CA?3~¢ongregation need places to live for people who were
already from smaller places evacuated. They brought‘tﬁam~from
miles and miles up fromvBerlin. .Fartharfthan from Berlin, to

Berlin, and brought and gave them shelter. Mostly older people.

And s0 we are, I think we have nine or eleven people even the

first go upstairs for another couple. They have some in this
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little [?] cook possible. 1 didn’t cook. And so that we were -

doing the time until we find out. We had to protect first my
brother because they send every Jewish man. Mainly it was to the
autobahn, to build autobahns. Or build [?], and that was not so
easy. So we thought -and my brother as.a male nurse, is protected
A% @ NUrse.... | H

Gz Bécause he was a nurse?

Ai Because []1 a registered nurse. Q-registered-male~nurﬁEu

@: He was protected“becauée~he was a nurse? ’ |

Az Jah, they need help. In the hospitals [(?] they couldn't
£?1 The Gentiles didn’t hélp, s0 they need something to get
help. That's why we thought we can go out much earlier, but we
had no opportunity. Where can you go.

1 H ThavNaziS'kepf the Jewish hospitals open?

A: The huge hospital-—this little hospital was open for a.
long time and I think, I'm not sure. The [namel, the big
hospital took it over. [Namel had no money and the big
congregatien had money. They took it over. Then-—1 don’t think:
they-~I'm not sure if they closed it.. That I don’tfknﬁw. But

- they sent many people out to the concentration camps (1. They

sent many that was on our time many people with mental effects to
a special place. They never came back. That wa5 before the
Holocaust but I thought (1 They never came back but I forgot the
name of the place. It was an institution like here, like Napa.
But bigger, Jah. That's its name, []. They're both hospitals

: open,-but they couldn’t take care of-one Gentile. The Gentile
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person there had to go.out. L] this little hospital, Jjust a - -
little hospital for 90 beds, a little one had to hire a nurse-—
was an operating room, a surgical nurse. She was there I think
30 years. And one day she was called to the (1. They told her
not to go out. And she was a Catholic and said I cannot go-out.
I’11.-stay here the whole-~—for half the night. And she was feeling
very [1. She had to go out. They had alwaysvmostly Jewish
nurses there. They had two nurses for the night--this was
Gentiles. They were there for years and years (1 years (1 go
out. They forced them to work the [both?l. 8o there’'s one
special [1 that’s very friendly with the Jews. He said .
“f...8eptember 221. We stay here all our lives till-—most of our
lives andlnow they have tq go out. That was-ali.

Then came from other places some doctors. Who——they ware -
already evacuated from Upper Silesia. They came to Berlin and
they_took some in. They couldn't take everybody L[] big hospital
£l. And one I;remamber he was [dragged?] (] from there to go to
the autobahn (7?1 and there he might get free. (1 He came and my
brother was a doctor?’s friend and said, "Come on. - If you go to
the autobahn you have to he warm.&fessed and Germany’'s so cold in
the wintertime. Anﬁ my brother had a--70, 80 years ago is it—it
was a great big coat with a big plaﬁe over that says
Kaisermondel., - And its heav& lined so tha-Dr; cquld L) and my
brother make him a cap to put over the ears. (1 But -we never saw
him{anymore. -And the othef~—one day they came. It was - the day

before Yom Kippur.  They came to the hospital and sent two young
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doctors out. They were of Polish descent. They took them and
they didn’t say a word. They would go ocut the (] day (7). So my
sister and brother came to the—-—-my sister [I should say?l-—came
to the haogpital [] the Gentile nurse~@3“tbak my sister under the
arm and said. [lbelieve (1 palice,»the Gestapo was there and they
took the young doctor, very nice guy. Nobody knew when he was
gone. I think he had several brothers there but they were not
doctors; they were teachers or something like this. And so one
day the come and took them like.this, My brother became then the
male nurse. He had many goéls. The doctor said my () time to
teach him privately in the hospital, the upper room, and he gave
them lessons, but the nurse had to leave. Had to learn. His
friend was then in CJ hospital from the (] congregation {1 Dr.
Fisher. And my brother was very much friend with him, because
ﬁis friend, when they were little boys, took the [Sommerfelt?] | ,
astudied together with Dr. Fisher, 50 tﬁey were all~liké_a'bunch !
of friends together. And (I was a?l]l L[] years ago Dr. Fisher says
L1 and give the girls a lesson fhay can make the examination.

And comes the date of the examination they have to two or three
years. And they made if. My brother made it.-£31 And (] a
docior,'he was quite a [cityl. He was a Jew. He was married to
a Gentile. And this doctor, I forgot the name, he»wrcta\a-baok
special for patients analysis§~ And the committee, of course, are:
.all Gentiles, yes, some Nazis, I don’t know where though.-'Qo my
brother says "Okay, I am going to the exéminatiom. If I do ity

okay. If I don’t do it, you know [1." And this doctor he said -
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€1, I'm not sure. He had a question and made it very hard. And
this commission for the Gentiles-talked to him for the whole
class and said,"Why you want if he is not making examination?”
My brother was astonished, yeah. The Gentile and Nazi (] and
they Séidy "Look, he is the [] here. . He will make the
examination. He make with the first class here excellent. And
my brother was already in-a great big ﬁuspital for a great
congregation, the Grogse (1] everythihg, yeah? There's the
cemeteries, old age homes, the big hospital-—there was a big
hospital, 400 beds. Yeah that was a bigger hospital than Mt.
Zion because besides-it was  a wonder ful hospital, wonderful, the
hospital was built here, this way, this way, on the home of a big
lawn with flowers and everything. But in the back what was this
side of [a ravinel that was the resting home. This side, Jjah? A
big convalescent home, and on the other side from the street,
was a big old-age home. EJ; Thera were many old age homes.
That was not the only one. But I €.

Q: These were all Jewish facilities that the Nazis left
opén.

Az I dontt-know if they have this. They were brought, all
the doctors, sent by (1. Some came maybe back. Then when my -
| brother started to be a nurse, they-all ﬁad to: get dressed in
white. That’s not like here. All -the nurses on the; the men -
have to wear a white gown. So I knew the business was there, so
I found them [J yes we bought [private?] [] we couldn’t afford it

€l. I bought some and I ordered some and paid some and then

9



said, okay we can do this. 8o that’s what I could get under my

e &M Fight away for my brother to the hospital. And the other
would be a car, but we can't more make the delivery. They
couldn’t deliver on Jews. This was a Gentile outfit. ML?I this
‘was a good outfit. They couldn?t deliver anymore.

@: While your brother was in the hospital, what were you
doing?

Az I7?

Q: Yes.

A: I was home. _we had eleven old people there. They were
living in our house. We had from the big house only two rooms.
And we gave thém room and upstairs was the [1 cooked for them.
They gave them food. I”hadwﬁethiﬁg to do with the cooking. That

)

was a huge congregation and they, vou see, they confiscated the

home because it [paid?] But see, once there were that the people

have a decent (] and take .care of the group and so on, all old

people, jah? I had to look at them.

@: Who paid for the, taking care of them? Who paid for the

food?

A: It was a huge congregation took care of them. They had a
gpecial department (1. They had é special department. Like
wel fare, the Jewish welfare. They paid for that. In our house,
there was a big house [1 besides the house of the Jewish
congregation.,. That {1 house for Rabbis and for [teacher?l.  And
in the back by the big house there was a blue hall. - Now were

living in the back people, Jewish people.  And they took from
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-avearybody, but it would give one or two rooms. [1 the other
‘people own a smaller apartment because théy give thad one or two
rooms.

@: How long did your brother in the hospital and you in the
home**How-long did that last?

A: How many years?

@: How many -years?

-~ A3 [} from '35 to "41. _

@ From '35 to 41 and then between 33 and ;35, what?

A That’s what I say. 1 wanted to go salesroom §Qwand“my‘
sister was in the hospital and my brother a nurse. IB Germany -
you had to learn three years to be a nurse.

G Could you tell us how you got out?

“A: Did we get out? |

@: Yes

Az We got out in 1941,

@: How were you able?--Before we get to that, do you

remember 1939 when the war started? Did anything change then
when the war started? _
A: Everything was rabion@d; They use special ration, get
Conly, I think, 60 gram of butter, a little bit of meat. And 1
- went in the stbreﬂ~wa always bought there candﬁﬁscand coffee and
we got already the rationing cards——so I went-there and bought
some candies and some coffee and the girl sold it to me. And two
weeks later~1'go§ from the [Gestapo??] to come to see them, and

they said you were a Jew and you went to buy candies and coffee.
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1 said "jah, that’s a card." But you go not (] supposed to go.

€3 trouble. I said "Okay, I give you a [] back here."”

@: Did they threaten to put you in a prison or camp?

A: What?

@: Did they threaten you at all, to put you in a camp when
you were with the B8A7?

A3 No they didn't seﬁd me to é camp, but they gave me a
notice. But €] notice. And the same girl who was in the store
always all friendly and nice, Jjah? She went against me and said
"she was here and sﬁe bought.this." I didn’t know that Jews were
not supposed to buy it.

@: Were your rationing-cards—-—Did Jews have anything, like
stars or anything, on-the rationing cards to say they were Jews.

A: Uh. | |

@z Just the same as-——

Az No. - On the rationing cards, no. Butvwe have a Juden
card. I have [} and show you. Everybody has a.card, with a
picture in it. Every Jew. You couldn't go on the street with&ut
this card. And the second [] we picked our things to go out to
the United Staéas, under Sk supervision, and says there packed
seven weeks beforevwe were leaving. And my father had his
Shabbaf suit and pacﬁed the Juden card(l in, and forgot to take
it out. And next Shabbat [J he want to go to [1. "Where's the

card? Where’s the card? Where's the card?" I couldn’t find.

- 8o I went to a place where we get the card, and I said, what was -

it? I went to [] a special department. You will see a place
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there for soldiers, but this was a special zone--a special p#rt.
And I said to €31, "The card is gone. We don’t know where it is.

- And my father’s an old man.v He can’t go on- the street.  £l a
decent man."” And he said, "1 see your situation and I want to
help you." And you’ve got to come with your father. 8o I took -
my father and we went over and my father was already an old man.
Angd we went over. And he becamg a friend with my father. And
said, "Oh you were sworn in the army for three majestics. Three
kaisers: Kaiser Frederick, Wilhelm [lerste, Kaiser Frederick and
Wilhelm [1. Oh, that's a fine thing. You know I was a old, uh,
an old sergeant {1 an old soldier and I am your friend, and I
~will help you." So 1 thank him. - My father says "thank you." -
They stay there talking the whole time was the military.. #And he
said, "I help you. -You will get é new card.” And this card, 1
have it here. 1 will show it to you. "But," he said. "Be
careful.” |

So YOu_know we got this affidavit to go to the Uniteq States

one Saturday evening came a cousin of my father to visit him.
Andbhe had hié sons alveady out in Holland, the Nederland. So my
brother said, *I don't want‘to £] everyplace., It'’s all the same
already like here. Not better. So we said here, our album, with -
pictures. And the-man saw the picture and said, "0Ohj; thét is my
stépfatﬁer, Louie! Louie BL7Jter.” Here’s what my father did,
"It's your stepfather, aye." Anq *do yoﬁ know wvhere he is
living?" And he said, "We are not now connected. 1 think he

passed away in the mean fime.“ And so my father said you know,
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my grandfather, that’'s the father of my father, he bought him out .-

for (] before 1900 because he should become a soldier in the

navy. 6And then they put him in the sea for six years, in this
-Sime. And his mother was a stepmother, she said, a very

religious waman. I can prove this; It is againat my feeling. He

is my stepson here, but 1 have to take care of him. And she -
talked with my grandfather andrmy grandfather said, "Cl1." And my
grandfather put them under sheeps, on a boat, that he could go

out of the United States. He could never go back to Gefmany
because he was a deserter. And [((?) just no questions. 1 want

to let you know what she said (7)) "My father wouldn't go back.

He was a deserter." He said, "Yes, that’s right."

So we went to a funeral then for my cousin. And my brother

went in a special [J. We took him out in Berlin from the

cemet(], where he was, to the cemetery. In Berlin was the bigger
cemetery and different [1. Aﬁg thé man who brought the car went
out on the way of [g?) so they had to stop. Then they came very.-

late to the cemeteky. My cousin and I, we went directly to our

house. So when we came to the cemetery, was a man standing on
' thé gate, and saidy "You can’'t leave the body alone until you are
“here. You were the people who give him over." “"Now we are -
here." He was a man was standing L J; Guote:r "Are you not
Phillipson?" (] said, "Yes." He couldn’t remember my brother
were much younger than he [l. And my brother said, "Who are
you?“ "My name is Lesser." So he said, "How are yau? }uhat are

you doing?” And he was already out. He could get £1. He was in
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the division, was a {1 the dead bodies; of the whole city. ' This
- -£3 in Berlin was a congregation had a big department, a special - -

department, a big. 8o my brother said, "How are your parents?"

And he said, "My parents are on their way to 8Ban Francisco. They
will arrive maybe tomorrow or the next day in San Francisco.".
Oh. So my brother came home and tellé us the story. 1 said,
"Why didn’t you ask him for the address fromvthe parents from the
brother who he will go?" He said,»"l forgot. There was so much
excitement, 50'mucﬁ trouble here. This man, the doctor, you

- should know of. I can go with [J a cousin []l. We came late."”
And so forth. 1 said, "Dkay, I will go the next day to the
Division and ask them for the address from (lessa. So I can (1
lose the people and some names that help>them.“ *What do you
want the address?" I say, "It isﬁ't a bad thing. I want it
because he like to gd out." And this so I told -him the story.
And he said, "okay,‘l give you the address." And he gave me the
address and I went out,vmaybe one hour, (] a streetcar, to

Weissenseel?]. Weissenseel?) was a big tract.of the cemetery.

- The [(?IWeirl?) Cemetery. You can’t imagine what they have [}
houses [J. And, okay, he gives me the address. When I come over
to the place a little boy, (1] yeafs qld, says parents were not
home. - The father were at‘work. Sundays tﬁey had to bring in the
bodies. Saturdays they couldn’t. And the mother was working, a
cleaning lady or something like this. So 1 said! "I want to talk

- to the parents. Your father knows me. Your mother don’t. I

want the address from your uncle in San Francisco." The little

15



boy said, "I can give you the address. 1 know the street and the
number." He was a good boy, a clever boy. And I say, "Okay.
Write it down."” He did and the next day comes the mother of
course and says [1 they go to work. They have to work, Jjah? And
I wrote a letter here to San Francisco to Mrs. Lesser, and told
her the stofy. And she then——We didn'’t know the address yet from
the people. And she found out by telephone (1 that the‘peop}e-
£l1. fCan you give the people an affidavit?” And she {1 all the
days, and so she did. “But, she said, If you come to Saﬁ
Francisco on the boat, from the ferry, you have to show me the
picture of [1. [1, we had the picture, Jjah? Here’s the picture
Cl. And we had to make certain we had the-affid#vit. And since
the affidavit was good for two years. Then-we had to change. 8o
we went ahead. We sent a telegrém. We couldn’t write a letter.
The time was too short. And she gave us, the person, she gave us
a new affidavit. But she had a lot of forésightu~ Two! One
wasn’t enough. The first man was a man he was a watchmaker by-—
what was the name called,.the:big company on Market Street, uh,
there waé a clock []-—

@: Samuel’s?

A: Bamuel’s, jah. He was working at Samuel's.' So this
affidavit was [] because we negd te L1 my father, my brother, my
sister,. may (1, but we need the highest affidavit for my father.
Ours were not so bad. But for an old man, we need a high
affidavit. And he didn’t give it. Then took our-—she wasn’'t our

L1 she was from my father——he was a step-cousin to her father,
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Jah. A [1 moderation. And she found a new affidavit gave [1 Mr.
Sol Alberts. I still have another envelope. He gave us |
affidavit. So, his mother and sister, she’s an old Jewish woman,
jah, and she insist that he give them the affidavit. So that was
a second. Then we have to wait a while, then we can’t say
anything. VYou can go {l. That was not so easy, to get Visa. UWe
had a‘whi1é to wait until our number was ready. We had a
relativevlow number. We wére on the Jewish Quarter. Our part, .
when we were borﬁ, £l, was, before the divided home, Polish, that
came to Germany. Ybu know they divided Poles.

@: You mean in the 1700s.

A: Jah. And after the first World War, this part came»back
to Poland. We didn;t know. We came under the Polish Quarter.
- B what could we do? We have the number, 1 think nineteeen
hundred and six or so, or nineteen thousand. A very low number.
But it was closed. Thedelish Guarter was closed. They put out
froﬁ the Germgn L?JQuarter. Thgy put out from Russiaﬁ Quarter.
They put from, but the Polish GQuarter was closed. So what could
we do? We have thevnew affidavit, and we had to wait, that's
all. Sé, one day my éister was Qorking in the hospital, and my
brother called his patient [] and the woman came from the same
little town where my motherkwas born, [?3Trace. - And [?)18karsten
knew exactly fhe 1 and said, "What are you doing here?" My
bfothar, my sister told him the story: "We have affidavity/b&t we
are in thé Polish Quarter. We can't go out." And he said, "I am

‘in the same line, jah? I have affidavit, but mine is much
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higher. And I am in the Pol ish Quarter.” He wés in the same
district as we. 8o what can we do? But he said, "You were the
only one here-—{] married to‘was a cancer patient-—who-was nice
to my wife. Nobody would [J1 the cancer patients are-very
difficult to (1. And he said, "I will help you, and see what we
can do for you. Your number is much, much'lowef“bhan mine." Hig
was under 3,000. “He said, "i don’t come out. 1 ddn't think so."
My sister said, Mr. Stargater, I doubt that you can do anything."
And hé said, "Laf me see. Maybe. It cost no money, but I can do
things yet.” He was in‘the Department—He had not a high post
[j--He lost his businéss too.” So he-had something to do, Jjah.
And a few days later he came and sgid, “You have to bring from
your affidavits [1 some money is thére. You can go out,
and"...another thing. 8o we send the €1 back, .jah, and ‘said,
"Yes, ién't this [J so and so. Done?" [1 We couldn’t move (1 pay
your monéy. And the agent who will buys you the tickets for the
ship and for this, nobody could do this anymore. Only the (]
this was a department for the Jewish Congregation. Thatisﬂwhy a
whole house full of-people. They did everything. [l. So I went
over, 1 got the (], went over, and said, "you have to wait for
hours and hours in rooms and rooms full of people, hundreds of
people sitting and waiting for answers to question or....You
can'’t imagine some of the people were sitting whole days there.
8o I was sitting and sitting in the line, and the L] man said,
"this and this is going on and we want to go out. And [1." So he

said, "Let me see." He come back and said, "You told me there is
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money. There is nﬁ money paid for you.” I said, "What did you
say?" I says, "the money is there. 1 paid." Because nobody's
coming and here the little bit black money he couldn’t get up and
sell. I make Jjust () him official, jah?, up and say he couldn’t
get any money out. I told him that that’s what I Jjust don't
think. "No, is not here;“ So, my sister (] the money is not
there. \who has the money?" 8o, Mr. Steiger that came and my
sister [1 to show, Jjah, that Mr. Steiger (1 my sister [?]1 for
money- out to a place and our relatives here sent us, us here.
And he said “No, so the money. There was the money." And he
said, "Wait. I'm going to go te the head man. ] that was the
doctor, the head, a very fine man. And I will make out (1 your -
sister to [] the (). My sister sgid, "If you can do, go ahead
£1." We were €1 "Yes, yes, no, no; Hé know that we have to
die." And then they called me“in, came to [], aﬁd 1 told them
the story. I said, ™{1 I cledn’t make the pressure with the
money. You know it was black money, Jjah? I brdught it over. 1
had a friend in the American Embassy. [l and she said, "Paula.
And I can help you. If you need some monevahen‘you go out, I
will give it to you." And I said, "Okay." I had {1. GShe was a
Gentile, but she was a nice one. And she said, "You can come to
the Embassy [], s0o I had not only‘my money. 1 had money when a
friend, fraﬁ Jewish Hbme. She was a girl. She was a dietitian.
-And  she sajd, "Paula, I don'’t have (1 income, but I have a little
bit money I can give‘you.“ I say "Okay." This is the way I do

it with mine not much of you or somebody. 6o she brought me the
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money and I went then to the Embassy (1 and the day when
Mussolini was (] there. (1. There was the Embassy. I was
standing here, on the side [1. What's going on here? People and
people and people. And thefe came this (1 and said, "Where you
want to go?” 1 say, "To the American Embassys" - He told me———

[End of tapel.

[(Beginning of tape]~;~They came already [1 came down and took me
in their arms and said, "Paula, what did you do?" 1 say, "I
-didn’'t know that was.the £J you see; I didn’t know nothing. 1
come here." #And they. say, "1 have the money in my pocket.”" So
we went‘round the corner, 1 gave them the money. And [ the
Embassy, where 700 Jewish people were L] American. But they make
the busibass. We pay for in dollars and 15 marks as well. Lots
of money. Don’t have much left for the w@oney. But she did it,
and the money was here. S0 this money, the C?Hilsfareinj want in
touch with our [?]1 here to send the money on a certain place, and
they did. And she sent backMavery penny. "“I’ve not a penny
left." So we paid all and we had not a penny. Then we had to
pay a little more, s0 I went to Dr. HLl., I said, "Dr. HL1, the
money is gone out. It must be here. He is the []1 our relation.
And he said, "I can't tell you this this minute. I have to lcok
over the whole thing.,. But I go home and 1 do what I can.” So (1
and he couldn’t phone me because nobody was allowed to have a
v’telephone.»mJéws had no morve telephone:  Say you can go-to the

Jewish Heome, tell Mr. Strasse my sister is there and can tell her
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what I have to do. And [] months later [1 my sister came of
course right away ﬁome-CJ. We go over. The money is there.

They did-—Jews like to make money besides. And they had some
pecple there who did it. 1 have to say it's to our shame, and,
but they did it. So this particular woman, she sent other people
out. She make different things there. But I say, "okay. The
main thing we come out... This is all that we want. Bo~then,-wek
have to, we had already packed our things. The Gestapo, under -

- the Gestapo supervision, we packed our little belongings. We
couldn’t bring very much. We each had a bag, I think, ten or
fifteen bags. Then we had to wait longer.

@: What did they let you take with you?

A: Huh?

@: What did they let you pack?

‘A Our belongings. _A Iitt;e bit underwear, a little dress,
and little things, Jéh? Not much. We, I sent already-before in
the. whole year, wE'gent‘ls or 18 big packages, but £l and

something else. And well this sending out we got across the

street by the post office and the man (] and two week later, I
forgot, when the Gestapo Berliner topk them over. So I went to

the Gestapo L[] my father'[].i A decent guy, he was decent C]./ He-
looked at me and I said, %I.got €3 what?" He said, "You sent
péckages out{l te the Uﬁited States. Do you try to‘ga to the
United States?” “Yes." "What did you send out?" So 1 said, "I
have a declaration on each package what we sent, .here, you could - .

see it: underwear for my father, for my brother, all their
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things, nofhing costly or nothing we cared about.”

@ You could bring out the candlesticks?

A: Jah, that we could bring out. And we brought out fhe~£3.
We couldn’t bring out pictures. We couldn’t bring out Jjewelry
that wag,aﬁymore confiscated. This i ask the man at the Gestapo,
that I have from my mother and like theykhad 100 yeérs agoe, a
little broach (3 with _a little []1 and I say, "I know we have -
everytﬁing to deliver here, but I“havg,this and this igvinherited
from my mother. Can I keep it?" And the man was a little bit
ashamed and said, "I have to take. You can’t. Everything is
confiscated. dnly fhe wedding [thingsl you can take from your
parents. [1. The candlesticks, the (l.... There’s of course the
tall{lss, otherwise you cauldn’f take nothing. That is all, Jjah.
They looked at every piece that they put in. It was put on the
table and they léokedﬂat all £). 6And this was packed, we got a
list, everything was [(German phrase?)ziegeltl. . We couldn’t open
it anymore. (Germanl. “When can we go? When can we go?" 8o, Dr.
Helt said you will go. I can’t tell you the date." The date you
get an answer, Jjah, first you will have to go to the American
Counsel. A-niﬁe guy. He took everybody special. That was my
brother, my sister, my father, and me. I was [1. Ha?said,
"Where you go in the United States?" And I said, "I don’t know.
Ivdon!t~know-by mysel f. My brother...." He said, "You’re
brother going.to be a male nurse, your sister wiliﬁbe £723 nurse."
1 said, "Maybe we have to go first [llation. I don't know, but

we don’t want it. I will do what I can, jah? I can do the []
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alone. I will do what I can. I do every kind of....”" He said,
"Okay." And my father said, he told me, my father, "you [?work]
€] you are on good terms. You [] and they take care of you." He
séid, "You can [J1 anything." "Okay."” And in the mean time, the
~American Consul interviews my sister and he went in touch with
the hospital so shé iz able to take care of a little kid what -
they’re going to bring out from Germany to‘hefe. This is a
little (?poor thingl. And later he told her, "Can you do me a
favor?" And my sister said, "When I can, sure." He had people
from [] he was sent'overﬂlatarbtl. The father wasn’t at the
Embassy and the mother want to bring her relations her. The
grandparents were already here, the other relations in the United
States. And I want to have this [} to bring out the baby, a
little baby, Jjah, (1. And the mother (1 "I have all the
information about you. And I know you will do [1 everything
until'the last mother camé L] the mother [? was Jewishl to keep
the baby. (1 comes and said, "I want to help her [] c;ma, Jjah?
But shg hasn’t (1. And*the~éﬁnt we were glaﬁ when we had trouble
enough to go out by ourself; "Believe me, you can take care of
other peoplebin such a case." And we had Dr. Sist]el finish., We
"had to go. We had to takeuoutvlévmark,“lo mark. Then tha~dollar
was $4.20. That’s worth two and.a half dollars. We had CJ.
Getting off. First was the Gestapo, I think. .Then it was the -
Federal Reserve Bank, éo fiil out the form to give them the money
and you get the dollars. And I weﬁt £1 old doctor. He want to

go to his doctor’s hours and I say come here for [lcy alright?

23



And come visit you, and she said, "take and that is a'CJ.’[]
(will be very closel, and I have, of course, a little bit more
than he. He had put in different.... It took a whole day to do
this. In the mean time, my brother worked in the night. He
thought already they put me in‘Jail. And that was really easy.
S0 we come to the (1 and said, "Now we have evérythiﬁg finished."
The doctor had finished that afternoon. And the girl on the
telephone said, "Nobody on telephone [1. Your aunt phoned from
another place and asked if you were here. And your brother is
~erying in the halls (1 the Bgstapo. Bo right away home. Go
home."  [l.my brother,kﬁew what was going on, jah? And I am told
here I (] did everything that I could. We are now ready to go
out. We have the papers; We have the passport. We have the -
money. We can go. 8o the other morning, went to []. I went up
down [1. [] from the doctér,.went, “Dh. We can’t go out." 1
said "Why? We have avarything finished. " Qe says, "Barge ferry.
It’s not for transportation for civil people,.only for the
‘soldiers. We can'’t 90{“"‘Iléhiﬂ,'“Let me go in. 1 have to ask:
by myself." So I went in. I could talk so only that was in
English. So I went in and I said, "What is going on here?
Yesterday I finished that whole thing and I come over and tell
you everything is finished here I had to do it. And the husband
L]} got here too. And now...." And they said, "yes." We were
ready to go. (1. No civil transportation. Only the military.
8o what can we do? We have'to pay. Go to (1. We have to pay.

We tried. We tried. Okay, tried. Anyhow, everything was
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- packed. ,ﬁy~brother was [] working. My sister was still working.
And Mr. Shreiber [] us all. No one should have 1. Jah, she was
old. And my brother and 1, we went to the cemetery from
rﬁweissenéee, and my sister was home with my father. We came home
and late in the afternoon comes Mr. SL?ler and said,"{] to be
here. We have to go tomorrow morning.” So we had a little bit
things to put together, and I had to give this woman upstairs all
fhe people, all the things what they had, Jjah., &he had to take
care of them. And my aunt came, which wazs the last visif from

- her. She want to stay overnight, but I told her she couldn”t.-
The other woman [] said she didn’t sleep all night. We put my
brother to bed and my fafher. My sister and I, weiwere up all
night. I gave the wﬁman, Mrs. £?Pintosj all the instruction-that
we had to for putting fhe la;t monéy in the bank and for these
things, Jah, you have, the 1ast>mi6ute £}. (] [doctorl we went
out to the statioﬂ.‘tlstrasée. And we came over and we saw
already on the, on the station, bunched like the [1 of people [1
things in. They were waiting for the train. »Thaf frain‘is hugey,
that train. On the énd by the one train wagon were 69 people.
). We were already glad‘that wé.wera in, Jjah. The 69 people,
they were like this. Samé got on the way sick. Some had cramps.
Some need medicine. @Ah, that [1 organizer. That young doctor
lady, she had an order, but she was a bad organizer. And the man
{?must be her boyfriendl] sb my sister [J. My bfothar had the
nurse and she, aﬁd wve had some medicine. We [1 what older pesople

need [, but we had a little bit and gave it. When we first
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stopped there, my brother wrote a letter, [?Jerusalem] Hospital
and said, "[Did?] you send ocut another transport,” that didn’t
comé one more. We were the last who didn't--know (1 had given
some medicine and this and this,.and s0 on. So we came with a-
train £} hiding, to Frankfurt am Main. Iﬁ Frankfurt, €1 was
‘locality from the Congregation . .at Frankfurt am Main there were
all for this transport people people on this train who broughi
something to eat because we had énaugh to eat. We had enough
bread and butter and coffee and something. But some peaple
didn't. 8o fhey brought for them something to eat. We came to
Frankfurt am Main. Nobody here. There-ware always from
afganizatians some women ov ﬁen. Nobody.  And my sister brought
me then to a Jewish nurse who was in.the [] Hospital and told
them we are all out on‘the L1, we and the train. (1. What could
we do? During the time we were standing there, came two Jewish -
women and said, "We knew that}you were coming,'but we couldn*t
come out here because this morning they confiscated the Jewish
Old Age Home at Frankfurt am Main, the Gestaﬁo. They had to
bring their own people cut, old and sick. Who was it called the
private [1 hospitals, the private homes. The Jews were so busy
they couldn’t make it. Then she said, "You know, yquwwrote a
letter (] his nurse; but he was so busy he couldn’t. [1." So we
said, "Okay. We will try our hard way and hope that they can
C?get] them off the cars f?/guardsl. We never can go out in any
case. So we had (1] méybe one ov tﬁo hours [1 just standing.

Then we went from Frankfurt am Main to Strasbourg. . You know
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Strasbourg? On the French border. In Strasbourg...

@ How did you get to Strasbourg?

A: Strasbourg? On French border.

@: No, how did you get there? You said on a‘train.

At With the same train. (1. We were the last on the train
and they brought the soldiers to Bonns.

@: So the same train you wait...

A3 We were on the end. First was the soldiers. We were on
the end. ([lstrasse [i. Came on the end. I ddn't know whether
the Geatépo €1 1 don’t remember this——and said, "You were on the-

w0 Pwaitingd a long time. Anything you want, come here. Come,
send to us the men with pails, for coffee and——" I don’t know if
they have bread. Théy had marmalade (J). It was like, "Oh boy.
Soma_pa&pia think, ”Eiyand they have coffee?" And it was
marmalade, We had brought enocugh food. We couldn’t eat this
bread, but we had ;offae~~my father [1 them anyway. And after we
had this coffee-for maybe the soldiers did it.' I don?’t know--

somebody [1. Then we went on [(?Bonnsl] (1 strassell too fast.

@: The Germans had &dlready occupied-—
A: All [1. éAnd we're on the soldier train. We came to
Paris éaturday late. And they said in Paris, a wonderful -
.station, a great station. You can't compare this with here. A
'beautiful station, very big;w And thay said, "You can’t stay -
here. We have to bring yoﬁ out from this station, outside from -
Paris...where we were sitting. We couldn’t do much. We went.

They brought ﬁs out., Where did we get something to eat I don't
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know. And in the night, it start hale,»énd thunder, and
lightning, and rain~~it‘came down. We L[] stepping inside and
said, "Oh, the Nazis get it. The soldiers were [lsitting ocut and
“they couldn’t leave us alone. And we were sitting inside. We
were laughing really loudéésaw us, and we were laughing. A while
later they came and said, "We have to bring on back to Paris.
"Okay. Bring us back to Paris."” So we came to Paris and were
sitting there until the morning. And in the morning, came some
people and had to bring us sqmething to eat. They had‘a 1ittle
' package anq a little bottle of wine, this was the main thing, and
white bread, and some fruit. That it was, people had a little
bread, Jjah. ‘We had some bread. We took 80 much we had some.
- And i the daytime, we didn’t pass—-—-stay so long in Paris, maybe
a few hnuré then. Thén we went fafther to Spain. We come to
Spain in the night. The little kids, they were thin, the were——
You could see they mustn’t drink. And the dogs. You could count
then the dogs'’ ribs. In the night they came aﬁd crouched an~the-
windows. They wént some bread. They want something to eat.

@: Was there any fighting, any military fighting going on
when you draove through France on the train?

A: No, we got then'on another train. That was only L[1J.
Then we were under Nazi supervision, Qe had to...the Gestapo
mainly. We (] to stay on the border. And they said, "We can’'t
let you go in." "Why?" "Today is a holiday. We have to stay
until the next day.” "Oh. My God." What can we do? Nothing. 8o

some men went and talked to the Spanish soldiers, [l what was
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there, and said to themf "S8o." The Spaniards make some business
and say, “If you give us bread, we will manage this so you can
go. So one-men or two men came and said, “Give us all your -bread
that you have [1] is old. And then we can go.”{ They let us go
“without supervision (] and we could go to Spain. We went to
Spain. That was a béautiful coﬁntry; ﬂice day, sunshine. And
we came to the border from Portugal. In Portugal on‘the bumdsmwey
was a very, very tiny place. A few houses oniy. And [} house,
like a barrack,'tﬁat waslélready for the [(?Britishersl. Who went
out,. They had to pass this and get their food and.... So we came
there. And they had to m&ke it already larger. Like a stable,
Jjah?, sbme chairs, some benches,.and some tables. And we got
there a []l. They put me. They had []1 on the Portugese border.
We [1, we were 697 I don’t know in the‘mean timé keep some (1.
That I don’t know. 8o, we"wefe ﬁikting there L[], meat we didn't.
eat because my father, we had kosher. And my brother had all the
meat he could eat. We had bread, we had potgtoes and- |
vegetables...and custard. My brother my father liked the~.
custard. We said, “Ihatfsfennugh for me to eat the custard."

And we had finished, come a tréin like the American traiﬁﬁ,
that’s not American train;‘ And we became; when we left, a
package, was a day, was a day to eat. Again, wine, fruit, sOme
Bread, I don’t know-—cheese or L[] something. 8o we had something
“to eat. (] we aiways we always sleep overnight. Long trips.

The other day, we came to Portugal [1. I'd say two or five was

{1 from that table and a nice American car, and a (] man standing
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there, and I said, "What are you doing there?" He said, "1 am
the man from the Gestapo. [ bring you over to the border. Then
I have toAgo.“ Aﬁd on the border from Portugal, he disappeared.
He was [1. He was all the days there, until the border; then her
went. So from there we went then with the train from Portugal.
Lousy tréin €1 there was hardly.a pléce to sit. The Jews were
shaking, énd the farmers, and everything was in there. They live
their lifestyle there and we héva to‘dcvit t0c.. And we came to a
place on the Bay of Biscay. So we come there and we came in a
very elegant hotel who in.peace time were the rich Engl ishmen énd
the rich Dutchmen. So we had our homes to sleep. We had, we
had-~We were laughing—-we had a bathroom that was as big like
this living room, or bigger. vAnd}bedraoms and other rooms and
there’s a whole sink for these poor guys and we were poor. We
were all poor. We had nothing. Nobody had nothing. 8o, it was
the day when we came and‘my sister and F we sat. My father had
in the evening here outside. And we said, "We're both go and
look here. Just go around down here——What is this for a
country." We came and we saw a big house. We saw a market
place. In this cﬁuntry they have the market place not outéide,
they have it inside in big places. So we entered this enormously -
pobr. They have lambs, 1 maah, there, the butchers. []. And the
T woman came running behind us, took us on the arm, and showed us
what there for vegetables and fruits.awThay'havevbeautiful fruit..
I said, "No money. No money." And [1 you know, you know. They

showed us cups and plates., They said, "But you have. Come and
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bring." We went home and said, "Here. We can'ﬁ use it. For
what we bring it to San francisco, old cups and (] we got for the
food, jah. So we took evgrything when we went out, but they
said,‘”tl." They gave us wonderful faoa. ‘uonderful oranges.
Wonder ful strawberries. Rig cherries. The best food [1, the
best food was so good because they have over there four seasons.
 So the taéte is different.

@: What time of year was it?

Az Huh?

@: What time of tha year was it?

A: May.

@: May.

A3 No, in June, in June. So they gave us plenty. UWe came
home and on the way c&mé two men~~They were in our transport-—and
said, "What you are carrying there, where you-got the money?"

And we said, "We bought fhis without money. We didn’t have any
money. We had money like you." And we told them. "Oh," they
said. "We can do the_éame.  1 téll my wife. She can take all
the things and bring it over." So‘in the evening my father is
outside and the people came, the peoplevwho sold us €1 the‘
cottage, and we offered tﬁem f3 the strawberries. They were ail
happy, Jah, they got'thosevnice things. And we took the rest
from over there to into the United Btates. From this little,
ffom this place, here we went the other morning to the Bay qf
Bisﬁay. That is [1. That is CJ.» But it was very, very cold for

we stay long; we were afraid ey father catch £}, And in .the
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night my father said, "Close the windows. Make shadows on
because were near the airport. ‘Like'we_had in Germany. When the
airpl anes——

@: Blackout.

A: I said "No, no. We will not have it here but I close
them []l. And [] we were there overnight. In the morning we went
4o breakfast. There wasn’§ much for breakfast., Is there anything
€1 little cans of coffee, but it was coffee that’s not like
coffee, that was coffee made from [7ishell. [Ishell coffee, this
is a little fruit thatwtﬁey have in the forest, Jjah? It’s called
"Ishel"” jah? The coffee []. We ﬁad still [(twistl., [] still
[?twist] there. 1 bring this downvCJ, The waiters say, FGive us
a piece too." They were more hungry than we. So we had
something to eat for my brother and my father. Dinners'for the

saved. Was nothing to eat, this country was poorer than we.

Nothing to eat. 0Of course, everything, every time, the waiters - .

and [} were cut away. I Jjust L[], ...the poor guys; But -they had
nothing. They had nothing to»eat. 80 in the afternoon, we had
to go back inside, evening. We had a true coffee beans. We
brought these from Germany. ' In case somebody collapses over
here, we give them a cup of coffee. 8o at last [] I said, "Girl
come here. I have a cup. We'll make a big cup of coffee. She
make coffee for [J mocha. 1 saved the other coffee for mysel f!
So some people got a little, little, little cup of mocha, Jjah?
Dkay, there’'s something Cusefull. And thé lagt bread that we-

got, ‘it was dried.out (1. I wanf to put it in the garbage. The
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- g@irl came and said,'“Dh no. Don?’t put it in there; I take it for
my mother." That was a situwation (1. (1.

Gz When you left, when you left Germany, did you know you
‘were Qoiné to go on this long train trip?

Az Yeéh. Yeah, we knew this. In some parts, went already
over Russia to China. It was not [] the direct way. And the
soldier car in Lisbon, here we came in the evening. It's a city
mostly like 8an Francisco, it’s a harbor. A harbor city, Jah.
They [} of everything, like here. There we had to [1l. People
who were there on the train from the committee were terrible. I -
tell you terriblg. 8o I told some peopla‘wha said, "I know thgy
are very terrible." [] said we had people (] like the peoplebtl.

They had terrible pé@pié there, terrible. Sa.everybody £1.
They had nbt all €1. They héd £l us in a pension. They had
business. They broughé the people in there. A boy came. He
said, "1 take you to‘my»housa.“ And our package, when we were
there, was Qaylaid £1 3 or 4 o'clock. We lost the one of our:-
packages. [1. The next morning, my brother went to the same boy
and he said, 9No. Nobody will steal it here." It wés astanding
£l the same place. The peopla (céma déwn) the little pension.
Cdffee'aﬁﬂ"breakfast, Ll we had two rﬁoms. €3 maybe six, seven
days, €1 somebody called from the street and said that‘tl
there’s a synagogue. It was a quiet place, Jah, but it Qas you
feeled a little, you felt a little bit, not (1 sick. Ablittle
bit of a different area. CJ;»There were many, many refugees. We

ware not an;y alone (1 69, but on the way we got some too. HWe
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got some people (1 coming. From Luxembourg. From Luxemboufg
camebsa@e people tao.' They weré already there, Jjah?, and they
came with us on tﬁe same boat. Jah, the head rabbi from |
Luxembourg, he was there. That's the (?storyl. Then, from
Luxembourg we had to.go to the Committee again. And they told us
all aboard because. the next marning the boat is leaving for the
United States. Everything was arranged through the Committee.
S0 my sister and my.brother went to the Committee. I was home
with my father. And they came back and said, "They said we are
not on the list.” "Why? We came over we wére on the list. Why
welre not-on the list?" (1 We had some bad experience with the
old Jewish people. But my brother had a fri;nd. He was American
in Luxembourg. And too his wifa.‘réhe was {1 of us, very
familiar there with the Committee. And she said, "Come with me
and I go." And she went and so others around [(froml the people,
and said, "What did you say here. These people are not on the
list?" And so when she found out and said, "You will go tomorrow
morning." So we were on the boat. That was a boat, am old
German boat from the First World War, built——[(1 an enemy tanker,
an enemy boat--the build it over, for human beings....‘

G2 How long did it take you from the time you left Germany
to the time you got on the boat?

Az The whole trip, from Germany to here, was seven weeks.

@: Uh~huh.

@: Because we had to stay, to wait, (overl, jah?  The boat——

how long it was—-3, 6 days, 5 days (1. On the boat, we had
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already many airplane attacks.
@: Was it a German, it was a German-registered boat? A
German boat?
A: No, no. That boat because they had to give it up, them
up £1 the First World War. Up to the Germans to give us for (1.
The German had to make payments.
@: War payMeﬁts.
At And that’s (forl the boat, Jjah?
B: Whose flag were you sailing under?
A: What?
- Gz What...?
A: It was a Fortugese boat.
Q: A Pnrtugeﬁe boat.
A: A Portugese boét, Jah. fhe whole thing was Portugese.
Q:VYou say it was attécked, thﬁugh, by airplanas; the boat?
Az Jah.- They had not attacks, bgt they had—-—-They prove it
if they can stand it,rjah? It was in. the daytime [J lonely, so
that everyone know, knew, what we had to do, to go froﬁ the Baat,
to go inside, and so on. ().
Q:“GQVE"they German planes or American planes, or British
planes‘that were attacking it? Of do you know?
A: There were no planes. They make it an;y in case~-— -
@: In case, okay.
A: Jah. ([(7?As a matter of factl, we didn’t see a plane. One
ﬁore £1 a civrcle. We passed the Bermudas, and fhey always go on

to Bermuda——things"a¥e going on, Jjah?--but they didn’t. In case -
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of the air traffic, they went to [1l. My brother and I, we were -
all the time sick. We couldn’t sleep _in the boat. We slept the
whole time, my sister too, on‘deﬁk. In the night, 1 E?fought3 ~
with some people there. And [hel said, "you can have the big .
chairs.”" And he had big coats, and big black blankets, and you
can sleep here on deck unti; 4Ho;clock in the morning. 44 o’clock

in the morning; they starf to clean the deck. Then you have to

-get up. "Okay." We will do that. In the-—if you were in (7?1

with everything you have to try everything. So I went to a man,
to a cleaner, and said_”Look. ,You’see that place?" UWhere we can
wash ourselves and sleep here in (] place and no nothing. My
father was inside and somebody took care ﬁf him there.
@: Was everybody on the'boat Jewish, all the passengers?

- A We went aboufveso.‘ When we came home, 60. When we arrive
(safel, 616, Onerday we were [1. That’s a {1 Wednesday. [J the
day we were [1 doctor and his [] was a helber from the doctorg——

there were two young doctors who were from the, from this end-—

they said--delivered in the morning when she was already on the

boat. And L[] big ships was a ﬁachinet). Now she was over the

£1. So the captain came to the overlobby up from uh....Anyway, it

was [1] gone to. And the taptain he said, “Look. This has Jjust

- happened here." He had two rooms. "Can you not give us one of

them for this woman to put her in? She can’t stay there
anymore." But he refused. And we begged him again. He refused.

And the captain said, "So, you stay where you are. I give up my

cabin." And the captain was nice. The captain was nice. And
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the friends went there in the morning and the woman was then in
his cabin until we had arrived in Ne@ York. Then of course the
Red Cross was there and the family of these people and they
brought fhe friends the mother and the baby first out from the
boat. This was the firsti the first passenger.

In the-—we arrived here Saturday morning and (] Friday
eveningstl-on board, the men, and they told.me, "Come Jjoin us.”
What he was doing there, I don’t know. The [} party Qho had
kosher and the other ate everything. 8o we were in the party for:
kosher. They wouldn’t let us in. We said, "We have to go-in
there." My father [l. So we were there. And Friday evening
came the [lman and said, "I heard you were going to San
Francisco." I say, "Jah." "But you neéd 5ome§hing to eat and
this is a far away from New York ﬁo San Francisco. And here is
s0 much food left. énd said, “Anyhow, you can ask. Go to the []J
and ask him." _And I said I had already tﬁe stomach from the day.
-1 said, “"No, no, no. I will not go." And he said, "I insist
that you are going. And he was standing here and I went then
down the hall and knocked on his door. []1 some time before he
came. He'wasn’ﬁ t?mighty quicki. He opened the door, got Qery
polite, and said, "[1” And/l said, "I would ask you if we can
have some from the food that is left because we ére going to San
Francisco and my father is an old man." And he said, "No." And
the man was standing here []l. And I excused myself. And I come
back. I was of course [stunnedl. I said, "I told you I wouldn’t

€1 the food.” And he said, "Yes." And that was the story (1. We
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came to [1. We were in the morning in New York the boat [1. It
took a long time. It was 650 people, yet it takes a long time.
We came down from the [holdl []l. There was a red cross sign down

there (1 nothing [J—L[end of tape 1, side 2]

Ltheginning of tape 2, side 11--[1 [(There was a platform therelll
large bui}ding”and~pe§ple tﬁere £} came down (1 my fatherltﬂug.
He took some of the, some people [1 relation of (Pherl and said,
"We are the [?friends] here too." The friend of my brother was
on the boat but he was the [l. They [1l my sister, but I Cl. My
sister, my brother was (1. Was the [?highestl{?nicel
transportation. (1 Jewish Congregation and he survived L1 break
down. He took a cab and put her in with the husband. :My father,
my sister, and I, and my brother aﬁd his friends that came by
street{?carsl [J. We had to L[] with the [?viclencel (7?1 car and
we came to the others, came to the others, [] shabbat [l.  And
late. We said, "We are [Phungryl and nothing to eat!" 8o the
men, they took (1 and brought zome bread and some [loche and said
1. £1. They were awful. I tell you, awful. My brother had to
go the highest [] of place where the sp—called homélesa sleeping.
And my brother said, "[] the evening coming; all the people go to
sleep.” He slept there three or four nights, I think. I then
gsaid I don't know if that was a shfling or something in New York.
He hadn’t-—we couldn’t go by street car because it was morning,
80 we wa;kad. énd i walked over (1 came over (] frieﬁds of my

brother in ocur hotel. At least he is [(l. The (] car from the
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street.  and then we came [J. [] We went to eat, to the [1 to
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. (1, and by consequence I don’t if
that was a £} or something (] was a lady from [J. And she said
"You have to wait here maybe ten days. Né have to go in touch
with ydu at the Cbaggéqe sflder] if she wants you to come over.
Then we have not the answer, “Yes., Of course." They wrote the
letter} than was the fransportation, not £1 yet. And they got
the answer they told us, "L1 let you go." And we said, "Okay."
L1 my father and my brother had dreamed €3 go with us. And (3
said, "No there’s nice people there." And said, "No, you are in
éne family and you won’t be [1. You go togetherﬂtl by train.*
8o we wvent by train. vAnd in New York, we left there. My
brother’s customer’s sﬁn. He was a_t] boy. And he said, ”E}‘yﬁu
can go from here to San Francisco, Long trip without money,
without nothing. How can you do it? He lend us twenty five
dollars and he come with a big 1uggage and had (] something to
eat for us. Something to eat there. So we had (]l. We came from
there to Chicago.

tphone~ring§]. Excuse me. That's a friend. His sister 1]
she want to phone him she £J to me and she didn't. - |

@: So you were there in New York. |

A:VThen'we came here by L[7airplane?}. From Chicago.
Chicago we went after one half day [] on the station, wonder ful
statibn. And very good-fish from Lake Evie. 'My father £1 "£2
eat such good fish all my lifé like here." Fish and tomato SOuUp

~arnd potatoes. That’s so goad. We had to make [] half of the
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night. Instead we went by Pullmén £1. €1 a very nice [lower -
classl. We said,_“ﬂa'will——we want to make it cheap and_not“too
~wxpensive for the Committee. My father, my brother (don’t) sleep
and they both twerelvtsickj, Jjah. And she came and said, "No. I
have——your father and your brother, they have already a bed.
Won't you come. I give you oﬁa too." Course I didn’t take it.

@: The Qroup on the ship, how many came to San Francisco?

A: What, the ship, to Saﬁ Francisco. We were four. And
there came another(manFCJ. He_t] underneath CJ. He came.
That's what I know. San Francisco didn't have many. They all
went to the East. Because many had in the East relations,
“relatives, and for they had already kias here, Jah. Like this -
doctor couple. They'hadialreadyvtwo‘sans, see. UOne was a
doctbr, was already a“doctar. One studied. And they maybe, maybe
didn’t [] to leave and come, vight. I don’t know. Mr. HLly
whose this. They were all [?fallenl and {1 this six hundred
fifteen or sixteen were sixtean or eighteen kept on the boat,
they went to another country. I‘don’b know to a island, but -
first they went other country. They went theny'we:camelbn the
bﬁat of [?Julyl over Lake Erie and on Saturday morning we arrived
here. [l. You have to ha&e £1, and, of cour se, nobody had money.
If you had money, they seize (], but if you were poor, that’s
Qery, very hardQ .

@ Ms. Phillips, could we jump béck to Germany for a minute?

At What? |

@: Could we?-—-I want to go back a little bit to when you
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were still in Germany.

A: Jah.

@: Do you remember when Kristallnacht? Was that?-—

A: Oh jah. |

\Q: Jah, what happened then?

Az oh 1.

@: Okay you don’t want to.

Af Ah. The nex#xmorning after the Kristallnacht, my brother

told me, £]1. You go and look in Friedrichstrasse. They had a
customer here that £l there. éAnd I went. [] on the streeté, of
course, []1 and was standing people there [] saying, "What is
going on ﬁere?“ £l didn’t.know what was going on. It was Ej.
£l. I think the pgople who did,it lost their brain. Otherwise I
canhot £l. They burn the syn#gogﬁes. They burn the (1 also., I
was in the daytime a JeQish Hospital. 1 helped them often when
they had too much work in the office and [ a little bit. And
some man, he Qas a se;retary in the hospital, this was Lan old
manJ; he couldn’t go anywhere., He said [] couldn’t go out {1 it
was with a woman [] so bad it was a man. And theré‘came a woman
£3 all Jewish pepple £l a woman 1 had never L[] before and she
came crying, "What is going qn?" So she passed a littlé |
synagogue in a littlé area [] shule, and she said theyvburned the
‘second [1s. £l. I said, "[1. Aré you lookingmthEEe? You go up
theve." [J. They didwﬁThay burngd, but that they did later. The
synagogue in the Brandenburgersfrasse, the [Mllschumerl. Three

thousand people (1, but that was the building, inside and
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cutside. We were for a while tﬁe neighbor. (] house was a
synagogue. Down by the, uh, synagggua. That was a building that
was, years ago, an oid aga.home, but they transferrad-thé people
- to a newer building and they make the whole house £1. (] or one
of two floors were the department for the cemetery. There were
many, many people working iq this department, Jjah, only to carry
on and bfing out and bring‘in; Th;y were, endll, together with
Weisensee, and Weisensee was aﬁ asylum, a big one. And big
theatre, and 50 én.‘ Oh it was a £1. And that is so like a
story, [(?informationl, like a story, Jjah? And people'here can't~
understand that other [J1. and you came (1] strasie. There was a
vestibule so big [1 three quarter of the (] on the [1. The
peopie at [?these stpries?, they ;augh, yod khowy but outside the
building, inside, théke was é special big (?courtl for bi?7lies
made from [(Catina Ca?alon] that was a Kaiser Wilhelm s[?Jen
business, Jjah? But inside the synagogue, it was the most ().
First, [1. Several synagogues (] the new shul and the old shul.
£1 the old shul and, eh....The old shul was in [(Jstrasse. [1,
E?Oben]strasse‘had-a big officg building (1 the Jewish Home at
1. The []1 on the little [areal has a big building and other [] -
of the Jewish Congregation. And there~was‘a man, Dr. Beder felt.
- He was a doctor and he was a-—he was first of the Hassidim, a
very, very [virtuousl man. And he was [newl in the back in the
altashul. He wore big [] nice, jah. I was there. It was the
lést time they had the shul of the [l. And you know on [l. They

took out 72 I never [J. I never could forget this. Never in
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my life until my fdeathl what I saw there. The people were, the
synagogue was covered, downstairs, upstairs——the pesople were -
crying and laughing and they want to go out and nobody could help.
them. It was so (1. This was the altashul. When I went back it
was [alreadyl evening [1 dark.

And T went home. [1 the man, and he said CJ, "Where are you
ﬁoming Cnow]?" And he [wasl [] the first home. And I said, "I
was in the altashul.” But he gave us (1 and said (1. That I am I
see my own life. And he said, "In the altashui." That what he
Canswer. He was‘jn a~-~ygars ago—-synagogue, new shul, was a, in

the back, a little-—excuse me——are yow coming?

(Female.voice): Excuse me.. I just want to bring the ‘laundry

up, that’s all. I won’t disturb you.

A: The HLC], théy'ra‘not as Shil. They were very warm
people. They were a lot of poorer Jews. vThey were laundries
there, a little housé in § Qefy {1 there. And in the old shul,
there was a very -famous rabbi‘cglled Heyman. [1, long beard, like
a prophet. He came'there to é]. They had pollers and rvolllgers
in [1 8habbat [1. That's why in the back from the new shul, I
read [1 speak. I Ca-thévpld auflfIbau. You know the aufllbau?
And they explained9~1vdidn't even know that.tCJ El. (1 a little
“wstar (1 poor. They start to:ﬁui1d it new, but they make a plate
on the wall where I was:étanding, the old shul. And this side

was the old shul——the new shul, from the Reillstrasse, and across
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the street was a post offica; a big pbst office. And we thought
élways they didn;t‘go and restorg;tha synagogue becauae-the post
office was the other side.  They were afraid that they {1 [blockl
“the [1. But now I saw, Jjah, that’s a [J. That was a terrible
Job. | |

In this, in the ground bf the synagogue, in the offices,
were downstair a [vaultl. And‘this is the same man what I met at
the [?vaultl. He said, "I know &ou.“ 1 say; "Where?" -And he
say'l was assumed in thé*t?vault!. Becausé the little hospital .
had to make, estimate what they will use the whole year for
money. And I had to make this (] and this goes together to the
big congregation, to the big haspitala And he said, "Come down.
1 show. you something;f‘ S0 we went down. It’'s got it here
- basement it was a v#uif. The big, the wheole building, the whole.
What I saw there for [friends] was a need for services. And the
high holidays, there were in Berlin not eﬁough synagogues. And
they rented from big reataufantg;-big'garden restaurants, big
halls. One was T[ier)garden, but there were maybe ten or twelve
or more they rented, an¢ they had to furnish this all with {1,
with (1. I,sgid,*“ﬂy god. This is a town by itself.” There
were élfﬁanﬂﬁnl £} this congregation was very, very rich, Jjah, to -
have tﬁis hall, this‘stuff. I think éoma from the library L[] in
a museum said something recently, but I don’t know. But it was
inside building on the side from the synagogue was the (1, it
support the Gestapo their office there, the SR was there and the -

office [J rich everything.
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In the Rlosenlstrasse were the big offices. I went several
times. We had a neighbor. He was a hel(l and she was [l. They -
had little girls. And little girls, they want to bring them out.
And I went [1 Rlosenlstrasse, so 1 Qant to Rlosenlstrasse. I
- knew some people and I asked them, "Can the girls go out? Can
you bring them out to England to the (cemeteriesJ, Jah?"

tDoctorJ 5aid; "Yes. £1 together with the-mothér to Shanghai."
When 1 was sitting.there,‘I saw some man, "What is this? What
kind of Ccompanyl is this? And then I ask. And I come out the
office there and said, "Sorry," some people [outsidel. “"What this
is (3 like?" Thajpeoble fweren’tl] there. And they said, "They
come back from concentration camp on Sachsenhausen.” (1. They
1ook liké the prisongrsAhave suits that were all, like, pressed
tagether like»fromyéaxf?ironj. véécause they said, "This [} never
take you £1. We send to thebtrain:statioh.“ But was not so far
away. I think was a [l. We send there men. And we know that
the people come back.‘-ue take them here and give them (1 food
and money. Then we take theﬁ here to the train, and send them
home. [l. People can [1]. ; go bgcké&]. I tell you this: that I
hope that this never happenssp_wheﬁ-the world £ this from me, I
can [?drop the worldl (1. If i Bad a longer life than (1, first
£?it hurts] they all [(?7]. Then they_thrpw the others in to this.
We have—~may6¢ people wrote C1. mﬁylbrother here, he was on
‘business-—-"come and help us and we‘want to go out'——and my
brother [3. 1 don'tkﬁhink that they-~-and because Qe Epick upl

and (], we never will go back, even to the ghetto. We never will -
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~.. see this [1].

@: You never went'baék to Germany.

A: We had encugh for once. So this is all, jah.  Later——but
later, had (1 when they--yeah they ;onfiscated our L1 the morning
they came. And my brothgr []vback [3, Awful, awful, awful [J.

8o they said, “"Here. (1] allvréady. We set to go out to the:
United States, .jah, (lere évefythiné. We knew we couldn't [
out, then, we have what we nead, Jah. $So they said, "Oh, that's
a good one. I take this.® My~bma¢her asked, "Can I get a

receipt?” No,.you can’t say anything. He was glad to come back.

Anyﬁow, well I'm tJ._ Sih§e I’m glad that they didn’t take
my father and my brdtherﬂ That Qas é big thing. (] very
jmportant de ' _ |

@: Anything else.you want to add?

Az Yes.

G: You want to add anything else? Or should we stop ‘it.

@: Would you like to say anything more, or would you like to
atop nqw?

~At I have enocugh. For a while I {1 everything much.

46



