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My name is Shelly Gordon. I would like to ask you

ong about

forte

few very general and very specific quest!
your experiences during the war.
First of all what is your nane?
Hathan Lipshitz.
And where were you born?
In Poland, in & little town in GAL-IT-SIA by the n

of YALLC-POLAIR OSHA-RIN-SKA.

And where are you living today and what do you do?

NAL

aine

I'm living in EBrooklyn, New York. I am a Rabbi and I

also do a little business on the gide, or vice ver
Okay, very good then. Can you tell me, generally:
what were your experiences during the war, when we
you born and what family situation existed when yo
begén feeling the changes towards the early parts

the war?
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Iy family, my father was the Rabbi in that little

L

town. It was only a little over 100 families. e

wvas the Rabbi there. aAnd I waesn’t in the town even

when the war broke out because a brother c¢f mine got

“he war broke out and I

1
-

married 10 or 12 days before |

got stuck at my grandfather's home in GES whiich

wags a town not far fron Arakow. He was a Chasidic

rebbe. I was there very often and I loved to spend

the time there.

And the war caught us there. The war broke
out Friday, September the 1lst, and Tuesday the next,
which was four days later, we were already on the
march with my grandfather and grandmother and some of
the family and a sister of mine who was pregnant at
the time and we were just marching and running. On
the way -- it's no use going into so many details,
there was really no end.

But it was very -- on the way we bought a
little wagon and starting to travel and there wasn't

enough place so whenever we had a chance ¢

O

get a

hike saying we'll meet there, we'll meet here. Ue

never met again, not never. %e didn't nmeet again

pecause our destity we didn't control at all because

in some places you came with a wagon or with a car

and you couldn't pass, a bridge was blown or the army
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So finally we met after several weeks
lready in the other part of Russia, of Poland, which
IouAd
L~

was LA-VOF. Bult I was with the Germans after losing

myself with my ¢randfather and sister.

What do you mean you were with the Cermans?

With the CGerman -- the rman ariay caughi up with
8 ER A
us, When I was in the tittle town of T%1~A~EFF at

Rosh Hashana they caught up with us and after they

caught up with us we decided no use running any nore

Heveral of us we started walking back. It

might have been maybe 70 or maybe 100 kilometers s0

we Tigured slowly we walk back. ot nobody expected
anybody to go back. We walked that several miles

U v s o
Lrom ILLmAmNO“ to MIS~-CC. This was under water Sun.

oA
§-U-li, it was about twelve or ten kilometers the

whole road. There was so much happening on that road

walking while the German -- walking back where the
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Germens proceeded the other direction with the
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equipment of well-equipped army that
ik
little NI&-CO we arrived I begged
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few people saying
please let's go in the back of some empty house, rest
as long as we need because I feel that my heart will

stop because from fear. They kept on shooting at us,
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doing all kinds of things that I felit plain, I was a

LS
o

young boy of 20 years old, I felt that I woulidn't be
able tc hold out.

And we rested there until we walked into

C, went into the schocl, there was

the Cerman occupation. We were there for a littlie

while. Then two young girls, a woman and a girl,
walked in looking for peoplie. They were a few days
before the Cermans took the Jewish men toe work there
and they all ran out, went to villages to farmers
that they knew and did buginess with. There was only
woman alone and they were afraid and they came up to
find some peopie.

We went up to those family, a family by the
name of Nestle. We were there a few days until the
day after Yom Hippur. The people came back to town,

- i

all the men, but the day after Yom Kippur all of a

(43

udden all the Jews had to evacuate, {0 evacuate
because that Sun, that river, wes supposed to be the
border between Germany and Russcia.

Sc the Germans —-- and thig waes of the
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German side supposedly. €o the Germans give it
everybody had to run.

I had an -- I don't know if I should tell
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you there was an experience with me that it's -- this
is & big experience that day. AXL the Jews had to
leave. So this was a fairiy rich family with a big
business of piece goods they had. The stvie was
nostly people that were halfwey well off ag far as

making & i1iving didn't buy ready-made clothing, only

1.4 1,

lor and bought material. 8o this was
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went to
a fairiy large busginess and thece were one of the

rich people there so they had a wagon, a couple of

sl

wagons to take all the merchandise with them. &o

naturally the Germens ceame over and took everythin

This went on for a couple of hours. Socon the
Poilacks and the Pollack were standing there and
making fun and grabbing things. And this went down
for awhile. We had fights there with some of the
Poliacks who tried to grab. And we went over the
Sun, over to the other town which I was originally
caught on there Rosh Hashana with the Cermans. That
was supposed to be the first town on the Russian
side.

Were you in hiding or did
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there?
Yes. Then was people were £loating back and forth,
back and forth. There was no hiding. But I did one

thing, I was there from before Rosh Hashana until
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then. I hed with me a diamond ring which was, by the

U3

way ., not mine, only my sister-in-iaw who had fjust had

“ -

married gave it to me to f£ix because it was broken.

were somehow locse and I was supposed to go somehow

and fix it and bring it home. 8o I was stuck witl

it. When before the Yom Hippur I forgot to mention

they gave out a law that any Jew who has any gol

b ¢y

ot

silver, money, has to bring it.

Turn it in?

Q_x
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Turn it in. If not it was punished by
Yes.

I had it in my pocket.

You were hiding 1t?

In my pocket when this happened. 5o there was a
FOLE STORA in that town who had an arm band just
like all the police that the Germans appointed him

o be

o

but he knew all the Jews there and he seemed

3]

pretty friendly with the Jews and with that family
particularly. I went over to him and I remember he
was called Shawl, like a chish‘name Shawl, and I
went over to him and said, "Could you telil me that
law, does it apply to every Jew or only to the people
that live here?" Because I was & passerby. He says,

Hz

don't think it meansg you, but leave." But I
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{ippur. aAnd I buried it in the backyard of that

fpnt
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house of this family, this Westle family. And we all

went.,

it and I would have probably not taken it anyway

because on the way really I had forgotten to pick it

o
<

up again and it was left there. We walked with those

= i

coupie of wagons to get out of there. We got out
over the water. UNo, not, I'm sorry, not over the

W

o

ter, going towards the water.

Then all of a sudden they came over to me

2
1)

and they started to work on me, different pecple that
try do it they had some money buried in that
backyard. They knew they couldn't do it because they
were local, living there, I was just a passerbyer.

Theres was no law against a passerbver. Trying to

dig that money and bring it to

ol

make me ¢go back an
them. I was frightened to heck and I said no, no,

no, and vou know, SHA-SHA-FEM, they send over the

<

sister.
She started to talk me into it and another
one. I softened up and I went back. I said, "I will

see, I will see." All of a sudden a farmer with big

strong horses passed by and they asked him who are
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you —- they knew he was a customer of theirs and they
were very close relatives. They tried to talk him

into taking me back to that little town. And they

O

told him a story, he wanted -- he didn't want no

monev. He knew, he said, "The money wouldn't be
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vorth anything." &o I saia to
merchandise, we'll give you -- I think I promised him
the watch or something, promised him something of
value. ©So he took me and we went back. He was
supwpesed to stend in the street corner and wail for
me .

Was it dangerous for you at that time?

Yes, very Gangerous, very dangercus. But not
directly that.

Where were you on your way to?

VILL-A-NOF.

Did you eventually proceed back with the group?

Not with the group I went back first. Wait, there is
where the thick part comes. I went back and I went
and there was a soldier with a rifle marching up and
down, up and down. It was they.confiscated the very
good stuff, a lot of it into the same house. They
took the house and they had the merchandise there so
there was a guard standing there back and forth. I

watched him very closely. When he was turning the
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other way I ran into the backyard and started
digging. My watch and diemond ring I found cight
away. I starting digging again and they told me

standing there. When I came in there was no barrel

ted

with sand but there was & box with sand so figured
it must have been a mistake. I moved away that box

of sand; which was very difficulilt and I worked very

hard on it, and I had to ¢o down on my stomach and

push it so therefore I was full of sand with wy body

and then I started digging there.
¢! 3

Sure enough while digging, digging

¢33
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sudden I near a boot, I see a boot, you know those
big shiny boots, and I see that soldier who was
marching up and down was there. (Ingudible CGerman

question probably meaning "What are you doing heret”

So I tell him a story that I came back here, I was

3

living here, and I tell him the story but nothing for
them, that I pass by here and I had this and this
-’

with the ring and I picked it up. "NHo, you are
looking for this and you are locking for that." And
I denied the whole thing. He takes me outside and
looking arcund, "No, I'm sorry, IL'm sorry." I denied

the whole thing. I said, I'm looking for something,

if I can find something to eat, some story. He
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"Then finaliy he looks in my pockets and an

officer comes over and he 1coks in my pockets and he

But I'm dirty, this was in my pocket. Then all of a

sudden that guy Shawl comes cover and tells the story
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ther day. When he told
nim that ig it.

5¢ the officer comes over, he tells me,
"Your penalty is death. You are going to be shot.
And he puts me on the side of the wall, he asks
somebody to tie my eyes. £¢ I had a handkerchief, I

gaid, "Here". fo he says he was doing it actually

showing, he tcld me that too, "I want you to know T'm

13

15

not doing this because you are a Jew, this could have

happened to a German. The law is to be shot if

somebody didn't give up the money, the Jews."

I told him, "But I am not from that town, I

jeN

am a passerbyer." He said well see what that man is
doing, he told us that you did thatg you knewbabout
it and you didn't move, you didn't go away. Fine, so
he says he is going to shoot me and I give him the

handkerchief and he ties my eyes and then he says,

"Is there anything you want to say?" He was trying
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to pursuade me and the people around that he is

trying to do the right thing, that it's accordin
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ing he felt doing it that way.

bt
Pte
-

i1l

law, nol just
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of & sudden that Ehawl got a littie =--
yes, 50 he asked me what I want to do. I sald one
thing, please write my address to let -- notify my

L3

parents what happened to me, they should know what

.L

t

happened to me at home. So he calls over that Shawl,
he telis him to write down his address and let know
his parents. If he meant it I don't know. Then he
started to right down my nane and address. While
this happened apparently he scitened and tears came
to his eyes and he started to beg the German to let
me go.

The Cerman officer got very, very angiy.
e says, "IL you don't move away", in German, "you
will be shot. Run away." &o he started to run and
he had the slip of paper with my name droppged, then
he is calling back, "This pick up, this vou should

tc be on the level so to speak. Ie

[
o

do." He trie
came back, he tock it, and he went avay.

He puts me to be shot and the scoldier that

‘ ~t

was on the guard yeah, he started to think what to do
after the shawl left. He is talking it over. He

o

takes my handkerchief down. He was thinking if he
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shiould do it

for me becaus
vack, 7 o'tclo
to be there,
otherwise he

me. S0 he as

P2

3

t31u family.

ties my eyes

eils him the

or not.

of a sudden the farmer comes to look

e he didn‘t -- he expected me to get

ck was curfew, nobody is always allowed
he wanted to make it before curfew

was in trouble so he came to lcok fox
ked me, "what are you liooking for?" He
whole story, how he came to look for
Then they decided that for sure. &0 he

and tells -~ the solder goes on the

other side, he loads his rifle and he counts and he

o

He shoots and I feel only a freeze in

ny body, through the whole body iike under the skin

ol -

I don't feel anything, &o as I kid

figured I heard, I said SMIZE, and scream, that's

5

it. I dontt

-- 3t was like an eternityv but I didn‘t

e

know what happened with me. I wag sort of I guess

for seconds -

Had you been

I wasn't even

shot?

touched. The CGerman came over Lo me,

the officer after that, and he says tc other guys,

"This must be

a marksman

gomething from heaven that this man is

1,

shooter, he gshot at him at the best range

and he didn't reach him. Let him go".

He

handkerchief of

b

came over, ripped the
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He said to me, "You have more luck then brain.® 2And
that solder with a rifle came in and he says hum, 50

he gave me —-- hit me over the head with the rifle and

Wrr., 9
HEaLT

he says, "Run". As soon as I sterted running,

4]

halt." ©©e took out that diamond and the watch and he
threw it, "You swine, vou pig, you have a plece of
bread to buy." He tells me to run.

The farmer with the horseg he had sent him

-

said, "Run®. And I run, T

e
6]

away yet already.
caught up with him. Where I caught up with him we

come before the water the farmer says, "Where is my

pay? " He wouldn't let me go, the pay. I didn't

-

have the pay. I finally talked him in to go and he
went as far as the middle of that water which was
only a couple of minuteg before the curfew where
anybody almost who had been caught, incliuding &
Pollack, would be shot. &o we had to rush and this
pursuaded him to go ag far as into the water. By the
way the water that was the Sun and on that spot it
was fairly shallow with the wagon could pass.

And we went and sure enocugh when he was
iike in the middle of the water knowing that it's
already past the German's side he stopped right
there, the horse and wagon, and says, "Look, this is

it, I'nm not moving until you will way me. I finally
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took out the watch and gave him and he says, "What,

a

watch without handles? This is not" -- I said, "It's

goid." “rothing deoing. I want some naterial where

coulid make merchandise, I could meke clothing.®

Lot

didn't have that and I started begging him.

Then &ll of & sudden we hear
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motorcycles running. ¢ I said to him, “"Now 1i you
are not running, it's 7 o'clock already past, they

will consider you as being out, it's past, they will

'kill you just as well as me. IfL vou want to take a

chance, fine." This pursuaded him, he went over
outside of the water and we went behind the sand,
there was a like & little hill with sand, we went
behind and we started to move. When we started to

- .o

move in the other side and he wasn't afraid no more,

;1

(L8

he stopped jain, "You got to give me money ot

material.” I said, "No, I haven't got it." I tried
the only thing I did have on me was that diamond rin
and I don't want to part with that, I knew this was
~-- I knew this was my livelilhood, I may need for a

piece of bread. And I want to get off the weagon. I

wanted to run. He holds me and doesn't let me go.

So all of a sudden there appears a few

young kids like tramps who were fighting with me

I

G

before trying to steal from the wagon again different
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pieces of material and we fought back and forth and
my fauit il of a sudden one of them, the leader

t )

ilike, the leader of the gang, says to the Pollack he

a1
P
E.;
z
~
o
[
4
joon
[v}
L’l
3
o
i
Hn
1t
i
o
©
3
O
o
[t
P
g

ve give him a

sefore, iet him go." e didn't right

away. They started beating him up and that is how I
went. I started walking away myself and all of a
sudden those two motorcycles I see they were running
after me, they are going over with a PRUM. They

couildn't ride with a motorcycle but they put a

4

motorcycle on a PRUM and I see this from the other

i
6]

side. A PRUM means just it's made like a boat but

U
in

s, A

just boards put together to tcid just iike &
piatform.
Like a raft?

) i

Like raft. Pardon me, I aGidn'‘t remember the

o

expression for the moment. 2and I said, "They are
putting the motorcycles up there, they are very, very
much in a hurry and thevy are running." And ¥ was
sure that somehow that they were running after me. I
found out later they didn't. Wwhat happened was that
Shawl, the German, finally went away from the Cermans

d us they

st

and he came to that little town and he to
finally started digging after I left and they found

the money that that family left. And then they were




[ %)

[F3]

21

22

23

24

25

sure that I did it and tha

they wanted to kill me. And they ran after trying to

So I went away, I ran and there was a
forest maybe one kilometer away and I went very fast

and I went into that forest. I said therce is no way

|

for me to hide except going to the top of & tree.

climbed up on a tree and I sat there and I saw the

4

motorcycles passing back and forth, back and forth,
two motorcycles, back and forth, back and forth. And
I was sitting on the top of a tree very frightened.
Then all of a sudden the rain started, a tremendous
rain and I started to get slieepy with the rain

feeling wet through and through. I had almost no

clothes on until I went and so I felt I'm going to

|

fall asleep and fall down. And then I started to

hallucinate, I felt I was losing it, so I took the

an
¥

belt that I had and T tied myself arocund an arm of
the tree and I fell asleep in that vein until there
it was daylight. Then siowly I got down and I want
into the little town, walked. That was the end of
the story.

Amazing. Now can you tell me, briefly, what happened
to you until the end of the war and when did you come

to the United States?
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What do you mean by until the end of the war?

happened to you?

I went from there,

side; we were ther

which was SBO-SHANZ

soldier,; the Russ

Russian soldier

which by the way to wake up all

he found out that

again so all the Jews

started to run again until I

went around to the Jewls
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you when the war was cver and what

supposedly the Russian
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ians came into that iittle town, the
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the Russians are goilng to move back

E]

should run away. And we als

came to the part, went

back deeper into the part that was occupied by Russia

7

which was
other side and we
weeks or so. My ¢

there, it startced

looking for

there was a young

people in to run out because Lithuania is si

LENBERG.

city, thousands and thousand

a way

I was in LENBERG which was a big
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of peop
were there -~ I was there maybe six
grandfather was there, my sister was
to get like a home but in the same

the screws are getting tighter from
Bolchevik order. And evervbody was
out and all of a sudden I'm told

man who came from Lithuania talking
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little independent country and there is a hope from
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there to be able to evacuate
another country wherever pogsible.

So I went there with another couple of

3

people, we were stopped on the way, we went through

b

the border there, wintertime, for three davs and

three nights. We were caught by the Lithuanians,

sent back. We finally make it and we came TtO

-

Lithuania which was a new world,

re

D

; everything.

But there were Russians sitting there already.

And after awhile, about six months later, the
Russians took over whole Lithuania and became a part

Russia. When it became a part of Russia they was

133

of
starting rumors, evexyboﬁy'wag trying to get a way
out. The Japanese consulate is about to close and he
is giving out transit visas through Japan. I was one
of those who had the audacity to dream that Russia
will let anvbody out. Finally we went and we ¢got
visas to get out. lobody tried but almost a vear
later they started to let the people out. That is
how I got to Russia.

I came back, I didn't go all so easy
because you had to have American dellars. We didn't
have American dollars. So I went not so legal to

Moscow and Moscow I couldn'’t get anyplace. And it
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18
was very difficult until finaily we got out to

Jdapan. We were there in Japan £or about six months,

il and about

=

days before Passover which was Ap
September the same year the Japs sent us out to
Shanghai and we were in Shanghai when the Pacific war
broke out. We came to Shanghai September; December
the Pacific war broke out with America. We were

1

stuck there until the end, until around the end of

[

September '46 we got a Visa to America and that is
how I came to America.

Who were you traveling with? Were you alone when you
said you we want to Japan?

Alone.

What happened to your famiiy?

My grandfather who was a Hasidic rebbe, there was a
iot of HIS~-CE-DE~LEMBER surrounding him, I 4id try
pursuade him to go the same way, he wanted to,
everybody was saving this is as cold almost as
Siberia, how are you going to be a Rabbi in the 70%'s,
how are you going to smuggle a borderiine, how 1s
that for you? Didn't. So he was left in LENBERG
there. Hobody wanted to go.

How about your mother, father, brothers, sisters; did

any of them survive the war?
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obody survived. My mother is the only one who died
before the war and my father was killed -~ we were

#ix children, we were &ll killed out. Mot in
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Concentration canps, only on two of the family
was in BAK-EE-YA ghetto but the rest of the family

were taken out from the little town to the next town

]
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or two, they were slaughtered out in a few days,
shot out.

How did your experiences during the war affect your
thinking today and, you know --

As far as religion you are concerned?

¢ on people? How has it changed

Religion, your outloo
you in any way?

Well the religion as far as my belief in relicion or
even to the degree of orthodoxy I did not change. I
did change to a degree where mainly because I
couldn't keep up my deeper thinking, it was a sort of
loosening up, and I decided maybe that the BURNISH
LAW wouldn't mind to me taking a little bit vacation,

not meaning vacation as far

o

s not Dracficing the
religion, I kept on practicing éll the time, but on
an easier basis. Like let's say a day that I'm not
learning isn't & sin. Or I took off the bearded face
and because of work and because of thig and for quite

T
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a number of years that I didn't wear 1t which
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changed iater but never to chatter my belief in Cod

or even in any oOf the even what is called the

[

o

dogmatic beliefs of the religion did not shatter.

kre you bitter about what happened to you and your

1o

family and other reiatives?

"

I don't know if I can apply that word bitter. T

=

don't know how this can fit in. I'm broken down, I
can't revive, I can't feel happiness as I ever felt.
there isn‘t -- I don't think there is an hour in the
day of the 24 hours in the day or any day of the week
that I shouldn't think about that whole thing and
about the family and what she would say and what he
would say and how I would play with my nieces and
nephews and all this. This is more a part of my life

than when even when I'm dancing at my son's wedding.

I was only as I mentioned before I don't know if

o]

did say that to you,., I was only with the Germaens two
weeks., I don't think that it passes more than a
month or should pass a month or two that I shouldn't
have dreams of the Germans coming in, shooting and
killing and waking up with sweat. Only two weeks I
was with them, and not in & concentration camp.

So you are psychologically and maybe even physically
still affected by your experience?

Oh, definitely. I would say definitely, yes.
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Do you share these experiences with your family of
with your congregation today or are you unable to

talk about these very personal experiences?

ut
- N

I am abie to talk about it. I do occasionally talk

as a

[

about it with the family but I don't mak
principle to make a whole issue and talk about it all

wouldn't say so, but

1

with the congregants; no,
somehow 1t alilways comes out either comparing through
conversation or through any episode that happens in

&

ife it always come up. We live with it, sleep with

!.._.t

it day and night and it‘'s something it's a pa of

[
cr

our life that it cannot disappear.

it's what happened, how it happened, it‘'s
so shattering that you never read a thing like this
in history, you never were told like this a kid from

your parents, this is something that I think that a

human mind cannot comprehend it. It cannot be

2t ]

digested mentally even more than physically. And
don't know the answer. It's something that is

missing words. As least I don't have that many words
in any of the languages to try to express my feeling
of emotion. I only know that it got the whole of me,
the whole time of me and the whole life of mine. To

a great degree my children to, to a degree, yes.

What symbolism does this gathering have for you?




21

22

23
24

"

C.

2

£a e

Q.

A.

¥hat do you think the impact should be?

Let me for a minute. I cannot answer this for the
moment.

That is fine. What brought you here, can you answver
that?

‘he same thing that brings everybody.

<

st

Yeah.

t““‘

I don‘t believe something like this will happen,

after all there are so many influential Jews in
America, an President Roosevelt wiil never let this
should happen, an American president. So there was
one Rabbi, an older man, now to me he is vyoung

because he was probably in the 50's but then he was

I

i

an old man to me, he was from LENBERG. He say
will tell you what happened, when all the Jews will
be killed out America will send an organization, they
bring bread packages and all kind of things and that
will be the thing that they are doing. We wanted to
kill him. And he says to the Jews will say wmemorials
put up and this guy who was -- he remembered from the
first world war, they wiil just talk and after the
war they come with packages. That man said that, he
said if we wanted to kill them who have ever
believed, he said this is what is going to happen

after the war.
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s kids I remember when we were kids my
mother wanted a threaten vou or you did something
wrong or she wanted you to eat something and she says
the Gypsies will come and catch you, you know, 50 vou
could imagine that this could come in life one day ot
other little story, the devil, but who wouldn't --

who would ever think?
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Who woulid ever think. I did efter

-l

with the Germans I did. éid say once we will never
see anybody alive and they wanted to kill me, they
asked me why. I said I have seen the Cermans take &
child == ¢oh, this I didn't tell vyou. Better off,
it's too far, too much. Taking a child, I told it to
another guy, and on the two legs, 1t was three months
old baby. You know what they said to the mother?

You know the law is you are not allowed to have
babies, Jewish Cccupational Law, this was only the
German were two weeks there, and this was -- the baby
was three months old. He said I don't care. They
took the child by the two legs, splashed it in the
wall, the brains splashed all over on the ceiiing.
The guy didn't even get excited, the guy didn't get
ﬁad. When I saw that I said this is it. If they can

do it and not even angry and just routine, I had that

feeling.
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And not even get emotional about it?

Mo, not emotional about it. I remember in Poland
there was here and there something the Polish peopile
used

o go over and hit the Jew. Before he hit you

he started to say you dirty Jew, he put up an anger
he wanted -- he couldn't do it without getting
himself angry first. And here you see killing just
like that and without even any emotion. 8c then I
say if they say they will destroy us we better
believe it.

You saw the capability?

I felt that I was --

Did you know when you were in BEurope and traveling
from place to place did you know what was going on in
the labor camps, the concentration camps and the
killings on the street for no reason?

This in the first stage of occupation a few things

like this happened in several towns but after a quiet

down, and it did quiet down, the rumors were this was

]
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to threaten us, we are going toc be slaves, we
going to be in bad shape, but nothing to that
extent. We started to hear that when we were already
in Chiﬁa after the Russians were already about a year
and a half in the war and their war prisoners started

to smuggle themselves backs to Russia and then they
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started to write in the Russian papers in Shanghail.

3]

[N

T

-
LIS

1
T
oy
(D
rg
[@)
£
63
"
©
2

be
23
s
[¢>
B
o3
=

f

then we started to hear all this and we knew.

You d¢id not know what was going on, the gassing in
the labor canps?

Yesl the Russian paper would write it. We did Kknow
it, yes. We never believed that it's going to be

-y

such a thorough job. " Everybody kept on hoping and

e

hoping that maybe sonme, maybe, but we knew there are
of everything was written we did know that was
gassing going on and mass slaughter. We did know it,
ves.

How do you feel about the existence of Israel?
1f there is anything in the worid that could be said
that is & drop of HNA-HUMA, what i1s NA-HUMA, a little
pay back, a little bit of -- ¥ haven't got that

expression in English that I want to say. HA-HUMA is

Maybe you could explain it?

I will wait for the moment. Soit of rehabilitation
let's say, it's not the right word.

Revenge?

No, rehabilitation to a degree that we were paid back

was to the small degree maybe those that didn't --
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weren't touched themselves maybe they would say

¥

Israel is a maeking good for all that to us that
happened no matter how happy we are and this is also
chat it's the greatest thing that could

happen to & nation it's still we don't feel that it
ig compensated. 'The word is compensating. It's not

-1

full compensated but it's the best that could
happen. This is the only thing we will feel it's
some sort of a compensation to & degree.

I see. I had asked you one thing about are you
bitter, what brings you here, et cetera, and then you
became very upset.

»

Yeal, well this is not -- there was one question that
I said for the moment I can‘t answer you and I didn't
answer you. £t wasn't that, no.

But bitter against who? Do you know a
funny thing what happened that I had once a
conversation with a very interesting man that I
thought that he sort of went into this with a very
wide scope. And he says vou know to me a funny thing
happened; when we were in ancther concentration camp
and slaughtered we didn't look at the German no more
as people are killing us, it's just a thing. It was

nc more that people against people. There was a

thing that did that bad thing. We didn‘t =-- it was
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no more hate in that sense that we know hating for
somebody that does you wrong because if you know this
would have killed us, it was just like a machine is

doing it. ‘“There was no emotional feeling that way no

more. It's a very interesting cbservation and I
asked after that a coupie of more people and some

stopped when I asgked them, they said you Know it
sounds right because you see this all the time people
doing it and after awhile you don't look at them as
people ne more.

It may have been a psychological mechanism?

To enable you to survive and cope with what was going
on?

Wellfsi was I said I wasn't in a concentration camp
but this Q~3 what I was taken out when a man told me
that and I thought it was & very interesting
obJervaulow. It's a little different the way of
looking at it.

Is there anything special that you would like to add
to this conversation, any ieellnas, any thoughts or
any experiences that stand out in your mind that you
would like to share with us?

Generally to be honest with you I'm a little tired

now, quite a bit, but as long as you asked me about
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something specifically tha
myself a little episode from the very early days

before we ever even saw =L Mall . But we were

Qr

running in the fields and people were wounded from
shrapnel and bombs, not bombs, actually the Germans
came from airpianes and spreading fire and some
people got wounded. One thing stands out in my mind
I can never forget. There was cne voung man who was
wounded and I went over to him, I didn't see nobody

trying to help him, I went over there and I took a

piece of my shirt and tried to help him bandage.
There were people passing by and giving me hell why
stopped to run to try tc save myself and giving
somebody help.

This is & sort of one of those almost as
bad that I remind myself how people became in a few
days that it's almost standing out in my mind as one
of those bad episodes that I have from the same time

about a little latex
Another thing I remember as long as you
asked one day we were hiding from the CGerman planes
that came down to shoot down and we were under &
stack of hay to hide and then all of a sudden my
4

sister said to me, you know -- and her husband was

standing there, she was pregnanit only about & year

T
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ter her marriage, and she said, you
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know, thank Cod ocur mother is dead. I almost killed

her. And how soon I found out how right she was.
secause the living were sort of envying the dead.

And this was even in the beginning before the real

(1Y

A

holocaust started.

O
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What 1s the name of your congregation, Rabbi
7 am not right now involved in a congregation. I
have & congregation but other place. I am in
somebody else's synagogue. I have not got a
synagogue ©i my Owh.

Fine. I want to thank you for spending this precious
time of yours with us today.

I'm glad to be of help any time. Hopefully it will
be helpful to somebody, to some people, to some mind
or to some history writers and let's hope that I'm
contributing even one little bit for other people for
the future that will prevent anything of that kind
and even if it shows only the first face of it that
people will be ready a little stronger than normally
to do anything possible to prevént and be strongly.s
very, very strongly against it. That is all I can
tell you for the moment.

Thank you very much, thank you.




