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Interview conducted on July 14, 1988, by Gabrielle Simon Edgcomb for the German Historical 
Institute. 
Josef Herbert Furth, a lawyer and economist from Vienna, Austria, was a professor of economics 
at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania from 1939 until 1943. He was interviewed at his home in 
Chevy Chase, Maryland. 
 
Summary 
J. Herbert Furth outlines his working life in the United States, how he came to Lincoln University 
through the recommendation of Ray Whittlesey, economics professor at Princeton, whom he 
knew from his time in 1931 as a Rockefeller Fellow at Yale; teaching economics and sociology at 
Lincoln from 1939 until 1943, when he joined the Federal Reserve in Washington. He describes 
his students at Lincoln as either extremely eager and pleasant to work with or as intent on 
undermining the system; his discussions with the student Nkrumah, later Ghana’s first 
president; and of the differing receptions by the students of guest speakers A. Philip Randolph 
and Adam Clayton Powell. Furth talks about the Black faculty who refused to socialize with the 
white professors, and a Black singer, Dorothy Maynor, who refused to permit white people 
other than faculty to attend her concert. “I felt that if one was in favor of integration one had to 
be in favor of integration on all sides and not only on one side, and that is something that has 
been bothering me all the time ever since.” He mentions some of the people he knew at Lincoln 
and a few contacts after leaving the university, including hearing that former student Roy C. 
Nichols, later a bishop, credited him with sparking an interest in economics; and briefly 
describes his family life in the town. Furth recounts debating Gunnar Myrdal after the Swedish 
economist gave a lecture at Lincoln on the problems of race in America, and says he integrated 
the staff cafeteria at Federal Reserve when a Black colleague from Lincoln visited him there. 
Asked about the Austrian School of economics, Furth explains that after World War I, in which 
he was wounded as a lieutenant in the Austrian reserve, he studied law and economics at 
Heidelberg and Vienna, and with his “lifelong friend” the Nobel-winning economist F.A. Hayek, 
he founded the Association of Democratic Students in Vienna and later an informal group of 
social scientists including his brother-in-law Gottfried Haberler. Furth left Vienna in September 
1938 although he said his Nazi acquaintances assured him “our movement was not directed 
against people like you.” He says he is Protestant and talks about his family’s Jewish origins and 
deciding to leave Vienna after the Anschluss “because my wife was a born pessimist.” 
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