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Rough transcript of an interview with Josef Herbert Furth, who taught economics at Lincoln 
University from 1939-1943.  
Conducted in the Washington, D.C., area on July 14, 1988, by Gabrielle Simon Edgcomb for 
the German Historical Institute. 
 
Gabrielle Simon Edgcomb: Dr. Furth, tell me about your recollections at Lincoln and how and 
when you came and how you happened to be at Lincoln? 
Josef Herbert Furth: I came to Lincoln at the recommendation of Professor Ray Whittlesey, 
whom I met in consequence of my work as a Rockefeller Fellow in 1931-32 and the following 
years. Professor Whittlesey was professor of economics at Princeton at that time and a close 
friend of the president of Lincoln University. 
 
GSE: Was that Dr. Bond? 
 
Furth: No, that was Dr. [Walter L.] Wright, the white man. … I taught economics and … 
sociology, mainly introduction to economics and a very few special courses, more policy 
oriented than theoretically oriented. … That was from 1939 to 1943. I left because I was asked 
to join the staff of the Federal Reserve in Washington, again through somebody whom I’d 
known, whom I had worked with as a Rockefeller Fellow: Professor Alvin Hansen, who at that 
time was the assistant to Chairman Martin and who asked me to help prepare the money and 
banking handbook for the Allied army that worked to occupy Europe…. I came to the Fed 
[during the war] and I was one of the few who was then asked to stay permanently, there to 
advise on international finance and associated economies of the Federal Open-Market 
Committee. … And after my retirement I joined the faculty of the Foreign Service Institute and 
retired from that definitely two years ago.  
 
At Lincoln I, of course, had some difficulty adjusting myself insofar as I had a lot of work to do to 
bring myself up to date on all the matters I had to teach. After I had left Vienna I had one year 
as a special student at Harvard University to get again in touch with the latest developments in 
the social sciences, but obviously I had a lot of reading to do and to get myself accustomed to 
the American way of teaching. 
 
GSE: Were you able to speak English well when you came to this country in 1931? 
 
Furth: Well [chuckles], I’d say as able or unable as I am today… I learned it as a child but still, 
unfortunately, didn’t learn it early enough to get rid of my accent. I learned, I was a kid in 
Vienna at that time; I learned French in time to speak it without an accent, but not English. 
 
GSE: At the gymnasium, maybe? 
Furth: No, no. There I learned only Greek and Latin.  
 
GSE: How did you find your ability to understand Americans, particularly Afro Americans, Black 
Americans? 
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Furth: Oh, that was no problem, after 1931-32. No, I never had any problem understanding 
anybody. My hearing at that time was alright. 
 
GSE: I mean sometimes people with a Southern accent speak a very different English. 
 
Furth: Most of the students were not Southerners. Most of the students were from 
Pennsylvania. The students were  of two clearly different kinds. Some of them were extremely 
eager, nice, friendly and obviously really intent to integrate themselves into the system as far as 
they could and were permitted to do, and it was extremely pleasant to work with them. Others, 
and that unfortunately included many of the many Africans who were there on fellowships, 
were equally unpleasant, nearly hostile, never to me personally but to the whole system and 
clearly only intent at undermining it. One of them, a member in one of the discussions, went so 
far as to state that obviously every Black man had to be wholeheartedly in favor of Mr. Hitler 
because whatever his views on race may be, he was killing Frenchmen and Englishmen and that 
was the main thing to do, and every Black man, American or African, had therefore the duty to 
support him. And he got not unanimous but very much applause at that time. That was before 
Pearl Harbor, but still. 
 
GSE: That was the anticolonial contingent. 
 
Furth: Anticolonialism, whereby colonialism was meant in the widest possible sense. I had many 
discussions of that problem with Nkrumah, who was by far the most intelligent of all the 
students there. I had hoped to make some impression on him; unfortunately, I learned later 
that from Lincoln he went to London and got there under the influence of some left-wing 
socialists and communists at the London School [of Economics] and tried to put their theories 
into practice in Ghana.  
 
GSE: Was Nkrumah someone who supported the pro-Hitler viewpoint? 
 
Furth: He was too intelligent to do that. … Of course he was tremendously anti-British though 
he was intelligent enough to make a distinction between British and American policies. I know 
there was one that came as a guest speaker, Mr. [A. Philip] Randolph, the trade unionist, and he 
gave an excellent speech and got a polite response, and the next week came the [inaudible 
]fellow Adam Clayton Powell, who gave a completely demagogic speech and he really was really 
the favorite, and the very decent and realistic ideals of Randolph meant obviously much less to 
the students than the pure nonsense of Mr. Powell. 
 
GSE: Well, he was a congressman. 
 
Furth: Yes, but the other one was a trade union leader. 
 
GSE: And he was a famous preacher. 
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Furth: He was a famous preacher. And unfortunately that was true of the Black faculty as well. 
Some of the Black faculty went so far as to refuse to have anything socially to do with the white 
faculty members and nobody dared to rebuke them, while obviously any white faculty member 
who would refuse to have anything to do with the black faculty members would immediately 
be dismissed.  
 
GSE: But it was hardly a situation of equality so one can understand that subjectively. 
 
Furth: I was shocked one day the soprano Dorothy Maynor gave a concert there but declared 
that she wouldn’t permit any white person to attend except the only white members of the 
faculty. Of course, I did not attend, but I was rather mad that the university permitted her to do 
that thing because I felt that if one was in favor of integration one had to be in favor of 
integration on all sides and not only on one side, and that is something that has been bothering 
me all the time ever since: the fact that so many Americans still have a bad conscience about 
Blacks although of course it is rather silly to have a bad conscience about something which 
people, not even their own ancestors but people of the same race, did a couple of generations 
ago, or several hundreds of years ago, that they permit Blacks to engage in attitudes and 
actions which they would never permit a white person to do, and I consider that as racist as 
anything else. 
 
GSE: Tell me a little more about Lincoln. Did you live on the campus? 
 
Furth: I lived on the campus; a beautiful little house, a beautiful campus; and I still am in 
correspondence with one other white member of the faculty who left a few years after I did 
and lives now near Philadelphia: Mr. [Stephen Mills] Reynolds. 
 
GSE: What did he teach? 
 
Furth: Theology. Presbyterian, very strict Presbyterian, one of the real fundamentalists, good 
Calvinist, believes in the inerrancy of the Bible in every word. Extremely decent and nice 
person. 
 
GSE: Did you know anyone from the Dickey family? 
 
Furth: The Dickeys, oh, yes. 
 
GSE: Because one of their descendants lives here and I knew her when our children went to 
school together. Louise Davis. Her family founded Lincoln. Now how were your relations with 
the Black faculty? 
 
Furth: With some of them very good, with others very distant. 
 
GSE: What about [Lincoln president Horace Mann] Bond? Did he begin there during your 
tenure? 
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Furth: No, Bond came while I was at Federal Reserve. 
 
GSE: Do you remember anyone named Manuel Rivero? I know his daughter but I haven’t met 
him because I went to Lincoln but he was ill. 
 
Furth: I remember very little except the name. He was physical education, and he was assistant 
to [professor Jerome H.] Holland, wasn’t he? Holland used to be a very famous football player 
and he was was later ambassador to Sweden and Rivero was his assistant, if I’m not very wrong, 
at that time. 
 
GSE: What do you know about Nkrumah and other outstanding students? 
 
Furth: Well, unfortunately, nobody, or practically nobody, ever got in touch with me later on. I 
remember one of the students once came to me at Federal Reserve and at that I didn’t have 
any vacancy but I knew the State Department was looking for people so I sent him to the State 
Department but I don’t know what happened to him. And then I know many years later, one of 
the Federal Reserve governors, Mr. Meyerhoff [?], who used to be professor in California, told 
me to my astonishment that he knew my name because in California a friend of his had been a 
Black bishop, [Roy C.] Nichols, who had told him that he had been a student of mine and that I 
had awakened in him some interest in economics; that’s how he met him. 
 
GSE: Nichols? You don’t know where he would be now? Do you know his first name? Long ago? 
 
Furth: Thirty-five years ago, or something of that kind! 
 
GSE: What was it like to live on the campus, which was essentially from what I gather a self-
contained little world? 
 
Furth: Well, it was alright. I was extremely busy and my wife, who had a lovely voice and in 
Vienna had been a member of the symphony choir — [inaudible] — became a member of the 
choir in Oxford, Pennsylvania, and therefore was quite happy to be there. Otherwise, we were 
busy, the children went to school in Lincoln University. 
 
GSE: Your children were students at Lincoln. 
 
Furth: Oh, no, heavens. They were in grade school at that time. 
 
GSE: You said “went to school at Lincoln.” 
 
Furth: At the elementary school at Lincoln. Lincoln University was also a post office, so to speak. 
 
GSE: That I knew. But I didn’t know that they had an elementary school. High school, too? Was 
that part of the faculty of education? Was it connected to the university? 
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Furth: Just an elementary school. No. Not at all. 
 
GSE: Was that an integrated grade school? 
 
Furth: Ja. Pennsylvania was integrated. All the faculty children went there. 
 
GSE: Because there isn’t much to the town besides the college. Oxford is another world. 
 
Furth: There’s a store and things like that. The high school is in Oxford. 
 
GSE: Your children didn’t go there? 
 
Furth: They went I think for one year. 
 
GSE: How did you perceive your effect on the students, the institution, the colleagues, the 
administration? 
 
Furth: I don’t suppose I had much effect. At that time the problem of U.S. involvement in the 
war in Europe was so much more important than anything I could have said or done that I don’t 
suppose it bothered very much about what I said or did. 
 
GSE: I don’t think that’s true. You obviously had an impact but you’re maybe not aware of what 
it was. I have to find one of your students. 
 
Furth: Completely unaware that I had any impact on anybody. 
 
GSE: You’re being modest probably. How about — well, the bishop said that you awakened an 
interest in him in economics. 
 
Furth: Well, maybe I did that. 
 
GSE: Well, that’s a lot.  
 
Furth: Well, but anybody could have done that. Any halfway decent teacher can do that. 
 
GSE: What about the opposite. What was the impact of that environment on you in terms of 
your perception of American racism, of Afro-American history, of the situation of blacks? 
 
Furth: That is an extremely difficult problem. … [Swedish economist] Gunnar Myrdal came one 
day to Lincoln and I had a long debate with him and told him that he saw unfortunately the 
matter much too simple, that the problem was far more complicated than he saw it [An 
American Dilemma: The Negro Problem and Modern Democracy (1944)] — but he really 
believed that if one gave the Blacks full equality, which of course he was in complete favor of, 
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the problem would more or less be solved — and that in fact once that was done, the real 
problem would start.  
 
GSE: You mean legal equality, such as the civil rights message movement. 
 
Furth: Yeah, yeah. And he was quite astonished I said it seems to be clear that really the 
problem would start just when the legal problems would be solved. I wasn’t sure at all whether 
it was easy the real problems would, could be solved. And I’m afraid that history has shown 
that my skepticism was not completely unfounded. 
 
GSE: So far, you are right. Well, the legacy of slavery and of all the consequences that persist is 
enormous and I don’t know when that will go and under what circumstances. ... 
        Did you socialize on the campus; were there events, were there movies or performances or 
discussions or dinners and all that kind of thing that one’s life revolves around? 
 
Furth: Very little formal things, but there were some members of faculty, Mr. and Mrs. [Joseph 
Newton] Hill, who were Black, who came to our place. When we moved to Washington, 
Professor Harris and his wife came to see us. 
 
GSE: What did he teach? 
 
Furth: Political science. 
 
GSE: So they became friends. 
 
Furth: In fact, I integrated the cafeteria of Federal Reserve … He came to see me at Federal 
Reserve ... at the end of the war and I asked about any legal obstacle to my taking him to the 
cafeteria and when I was told no, there wasn’t but it had never been done, and then I said, well 
then I’ll do it. And that was that. 
 
GSE: That was a staff cafeteria, or executive dining — 
 
Furth: No, no, heavens. At that time I was a very lowly staff member. The staff cafeteria. 
 
GSE: So what happened? 
 
Furth: Nothing. [Laughs.] 
 
GSE: … Well, anything else that comes to your mind, I’d be happy to hear. Free associate. 
 
Furth: Nothing at all. But … once one of the professors who lived— after became a professor at 
Howard, Professor Foster, asked me to give a talk at Howard University. 
 
GSE: What did he teach? 
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Furth: I think also something in theology, but I’m not sure. But the talk had to do with of course 
economics not theology. But that was the only case, the only instance, in which any member of 
the faculty later ever got in touch with me. 
 
GSE: Did you ever know Kurt Braun who taught at Howard, economics, with the rest of you, 
from Germany? He stayed a long time. 
 
Furth: No, no. 
 
GSE: How do you view those four years in retrospect? Are you glad you did this? 
 
Furth: It was extremely interesting.  It was extremely interesting. 
 
GSE: Certainly a different world. 
 
Furth: Different world, very interesting. Afterwards I went to Lincoln once every four years to 
vote, because my legal residence, since the District of course didn’t have voting rights, my legal 
residence was still Lincoln University, Pennsylvania. So I went there every four years to vote. In 
presidential elections. I stayed with either Reynolds or [Armstead] Grubb or [Paul] Kuehner; 
Kuehner, by the way, was from Germany. 
 
GSE: I have heard of him, but he was not a refugee, according to my records. He had been in 
this country for some time. … What was he like? 
 
Furth: Oh, yes. Very nice man, very nice guy. And that was all. 
 
GSE: Were you aware, sir, that there was such a large, relatively speaking, number of people 
from Austria and Germany who taught [inaudible]? 
 
Furth: No, I had not the slightest idea. 
 
GSE: Well, this has never been— I am it. Which is why the German Historical Institute is so—  
         Now, I have just read a paper about the Austrian economists between the two world wars 
and who came to this country. You’re in that. Are you familiar with that? 
 
Furth: Which paper is that? 
 
GSE: Earlene Cleaver [Craver] ,“The Austrian Economists Between the Wars” [The Emigration of 
the Austrian Economists]. You were interviewed. That’s how I found you. 
 
Furth: Earlene Craver. Ya, ya. She’s a nice guy. She’s the wife of Mr. Leijonhufvud.  
 
GSE: It’s a very complicated Scandinavian name. 
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Furth: Axel Leijonhufvud. He’s a really great economist, her husband.  
 
GSE: I didn’t know that. 
 
Furth: Her husband. 
 
GSE: So that’s what I have and that’s what I read and it’s very interesting. And you came out of 
the Austrian School, so called, of Mises or Hayek or these guys? 
 
Furth: Well. I studied law and economics in Vienna and Heidelberg 1918 to 1923 after I had 
fought as a lieutenant in the reserve in the Austrian army — that’s why I’m limping. I was 
wounded on the [Charla?] in Italy in 1918. And in 1918, together with my lifelong friend 
Friedrich August Hayek, who got the Nobel Prize in economics in 1975— 
 
GSE: Oh, Hayek. Of course. He was at Chicago. That’s where I went to school. 
 
Furth: I founded in 1918 the Association of Democratic Students in Vienna, and in 1921 we 
founded also together a little informal circle of social scientists, about more than half of whom, 
unfortunately not including myself, later became internationally famous. Apart from Hayek, 
that included Gottfried Haberler, who married my wife’s sister, and Oskar Morgenstern and 
Fritz Machlup and the sociologist Alfred Schütz, the political scientist Eric Vögelin, the art 
historians Otto Benesch and Johannes Wilde, and historian Friedrich Engel-Janosi. 
 
GSE: Where did [Ludwig von] Mises fit in? 
 
Furth: Mises was the older generation. That was all the younger generation. And the 
mathematician Karl Menger, the son of the founder of the Austrian School of Economics. Now 
that was a little group who met once every few weeks and discussed matters of common 
interest and so from that point of view, maybe a little on the margin of the Austrian School. But 
the real members of the Austrian School, the really important members of the fourth 
generation of the Austrian School, are Hayek, Haberler, Machlup and Morgenstern, and of 
those only Hayek and Haberler are still alive. Hayek is still alive in Freiburg in Germany; Haberler 
is still alive here in Washington. 
 
GSE: Now neither one of them were Jewish?  
 
Furth: No, no. 
 
GSE: And so they left Germany as antifascists? 
 
Furth: Hayek was called in 1931 to the London School of Economics, Baron [Lionel] Robbins, 
and Haberler was called to Harvard first in ’31 and then again in ’36. 
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GSE: And they had no desire to go back to fascist Austria? 
 
Furth: No, no. And Morgenstern was here in 1938. Morgenstern, in spite his name, was not 
Jewish; in fact, he was an illegitimate grandson of the emperor Frederick the Third. Machlup 
was Jewish but still had left Austria long before the Nazis, he had a call to the University of 
Buffalo in 1930. 
 
GSE: When did you leave Vienna? 
 
Furth: September 1938. 
 
GSE: So you left right away. 
 
Furth: After six months. 
 
GSE: What happened to you in Vienna when the Nazis came? 
 
Furth: Formally, nothing happened. In fact, as usual, some Nazi acquaintances of mine told me 
that I was crazy to leave. 
 
GSE: Were you teaching? 
 
Furth: No. I was a lawyer. I was writing. I was publishing quite a few things. I was teaching at the 
Volkshochschule and so on, but not at the university, and some Nazi acquaintances of mine told 
me I was absolutely crazy to leave, that of course “our movement was not directed against 
people like you.” 
 
GSE: I know that [inaudible]. Do you know the joke we had in Berlin? There are 60 million 
decent Jews in Germany because every Nazi knows one. I mean every German. 
 
Furth: But still I decided to leave. 
 
GSE: Good for you. Were you Catholic? 
 
Furth: No, Protestant. 
 
GSE: And it’s not true you were a quarter Jewish, whatever the hell that means? I always say, 
which quarter, when I hear that. 
 
Furth: No, no. My wife was non-Jewish. My family was completely of Jewish descent but they 
converted at the end of the 19th century, not out of any [inaudible], simply because they felt 
they didn’t want to have all these Jewish tribal taboos anymore. And that was that. Some of 
them had already in the previous generation married non-Jewish wives, and practically all of 
the present generation, my generation, had non-Jewish wives. 
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GSE: Assimilation. 
 
Furth: More than assimilation; integration. And in fact, of the eight of my generation, cousins, 
second-degree cousins, who left Austria and Germany, six went back after the war. 
 
GSE: Back to Vienna? 
 
Furth: Back to Vienna or wherever they came from. 
 
GSE: Did any of your family suffer? 
 
Furth: Not the immediate family but, yes, as is the case in mixed families, taking the widest 
family, seven relatives of mine were killed by the Nazis and two of them were killed by the 
Russians, fighting for the Nazis. 
 
GSE: … There’s a book I have just read by a Dutchman, named Harry Mulisch, a very famous 
Dutch author, and in the little biographical thing it says his mother was Jewish and her family 
was exterminated and his father was jailed after the war as a collaborator. Can you imagine 
growing up like that? 
         You looked at your watch? 
 
Furth: Well, I have to put something else into the oven. 
 
GSE: I’ll play back a little and see. … How shall we wind this up. Tell me, if you have any other 
thoughts will you call me and let me know? 
 
Furth: I’m afraid this is all I can tell you. 
 
GSE: Well, sometimes suddenly, Oh! 
 
Furth: No, nothing at all. 
 
GSE: Okay. So you saw the manifestations of Black nationalism at Lincoln and you did not find 
that attractive at all. 
 
Furth: No, that’s right. 
 
GSE: And you also saw the integrationist aspect of the Black movement in … that period. Did 
you find the Black nationalist students accepting of your teachings, interested? You had no 
personal trouble? 
 
Furth: No, no personal problem at all. 
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GSE: Good. So you did not perceive hostility toward you as a teacher? 
 
Furth: No hostility toward me, no hostility toward my teaching. No problem at all. 
 
GSE: Do you remember ever being asked about what happened in Austria or Germany? No 
questions? 
 
Furth: No, no. No questions. 
 
GSE: This is very, very interesting because I have a theory about why that is. It is partly reserve, 
understandable reserve, it is also a sense at that time of really not knowing a hell of a lot of 
what was going on in Germany and Austria, particularly with respect to Jews, and an 
understandable ignorance of Europe, as we were so ignorant about America, at least I certainly 
perceived that, and not knowing what to do about that conversation, and a shared sense — I 
think this is correct — a shared sense that both groups as human beings and as a people had 
been through very terrible things and feeling that how could they understand how we have 
come up, and vice versa. Tell me what you think of that. 
 
Furth: I really don’t know. I really don’t know. I thought it was primarily reserve, and to some 
extent, to the larger extent, ignorance because in fact we didn’t know what’s happened. 
 
GSE: Well, we knew enough from our own experience, right? … We knew people were fired, we 
knew people were in jail, we knew all this stuff. But after all this was before the extermination 
camps; I’m talking ’33 to ’40 whatever, so we knew plenty, right? 
 
Furth: Well, but for instance one of my cousins in 1938 was a lawyer in Germany, also told me 
don’t leave, it’s all right. 
 
GSE: We were told all the time, to my mother, you’re crazy to go. She said, well, you wait, I’m 
leaving. What caused you to leave? 
 
Furth: Well, of course, I was able to leave because on the day the Nazis marched into Austria, 
Haberler sent me an affidavit without being asked, without anything, out of his own. So I had 
that and just in case judgment—  
 
GSE: But you must have had a sense that this wasn’t going to get better. That’s what I meant. 
Why did you think this would not go away, do you remember? 
 
Furth: That’s because my wife was a born pessimist.   
 
GSE: [Laughs.] What did she say? 
 
Furth: From 1933 on she had been sure the Nazis would be coming to Austria and so since she 
had been right in that, I decided she might be right in everything. 
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GSE: It was also true of many women who felt they couldn’t keep their children in that 
situation. I’m not sure my mother would have left if it hadn’t been for me because she was very 
active in the Resistance… 
          Okay, I thank you very, very much. 
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