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Aleksandra Nizio was born on August 27, 1915 in Gutanów and moved to Trawniki in 1932. In 
this interview she discusses events she witnessed in Trawniki during World War II. Namely, she 
describes the massacre of Jews in Trawniki by the Germans and the burning of dead bodies by 
Germans and Ukrainians. She describes the first day of the war and the establishment of the 
concentration camp in Trawniki, as well as her impressions of the Jews who were deported there 
from all over Europe. She describes in detail the liquidation of the camp and recounts instances 
of interactions between herself and Jews in Trawniki before the war and after the camp was 
established.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:53:08 – [01:] 04:16:16 
00:54 – 04:16 
 
Aleksandra Nizio, née Salega, begins by stating her date and place of birth as August 27, 1915, 
in Gutanów, and that she moved to Trawniki in 1932; talks about her family; says her mother 
died in 1929 and her father died of heart attack in 1939; adds that she had four brothers and three 
sisters but none of her brothers are still alive.  
 
[01:] 04:16:17 – [01:] 07:48:09  
04:17 – 07:48 
 
Nizio talks about the Jews who had lived in Trawniki before the war started; says there were 
many Jews there at that time; mentions one who kept his horse at her father’s barn and was a 
good friend of his; adds that they spoke Polish and Hebrew; recalls that he had two pretty 
daughters who were her friends; states that there was no synagogue in Trawniki but that there 
was a house where Jews went to pray; recalls that in the fall during the high holidays, they 
prayed outside in the yard; mentions that many of them owned stores where she shopped; states 
that she attended school in Białka, about twelve kilometers from Trawniki, which was a Polish 
school and where she had many Jewish friends. 
 
[01:] 07:48:10 – [01]:14:20:12 
07:49 – 14:20 
 
Nizio describes the first day of the war; remembers a huge roar and people running away; recalls 
a bomb falling close to her house and leaving a big hole in the ground; witnessed Jews who came 
to see what happened and that some were lying on the ground and weeping; states that on 
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September 2, Nizio’s father took the children to Białka for a few weeks because it was safer 
there; mentions that when they returned, the Jews were still in Trawniki; says that in 1941, the 
Germans started transporting Jews to a camp in Trawniki; recalls that the barracks were located 
by the sugar factory; says that she saw the Jews very often and that they were able to go for 
walks escorted by the Germans; recalls seeing them swimming in the Wieprz River, as well as 
singing and playing harmonica; states that since she worked in her garden every day, she often 
saw the Jews; adds that they asked for bread and apples on many occasions; remembers one 
instance in which she traded a whole chicken for some white cloth from a Jewish woman.  
 
[01:] 14:20:13 – [01:] 34:43:09 
14:21 – 34:44 
 
Nizio describes the liquidation of the Trawniki camp; recalls that on November 3, 1943, about 
150 SS men surrounded the camp; states that most of the officers were age 40 and younger; 
states that no one was allowed to leave their house for eight hours; adds that three officers with 
machine guns stood by her home and told her family to stay indoors that day; recalls that her 
cousin who was staying with her at the time asked the officers what they were planning to do and 
they responded that they had a “Jewish job” to get done; says that there was a little window in 
her home with a view of the barracks and that all of them watched the terrible crimes that were 
committed by the Germans that day; states that she saw Jewish men who were made to line up 
and then lie down in prepared pits; says that the machine guns were located by the entrance to 
the pit; adds that there were radios nearby playing loud music in order to cover up the sound of 
machine guns and screaming people; recalls that the men were very quiet and did not resist; 
describes what happened to the women when it was their turn to get into the pits; recalls that 
everyone had to take off their clothes and put them in a pile with their shoes in another; mentions 
that there was also a special container to collect the coins and a big basket for bills; remembers 
one Jewish woman who was carrying a little baby in her arms and tried to give it to a German but 
that he threw the baby behind him and pushed the woman into the pit; says that it was a terrible 
scene with women crying and begging for mercy; recalls another woman who attacked one of the 
Germans and pulled him into the pit; states that when he came out, he was covered with blood up 
to his neck; says that blood was flowing in streams; recalls that when the Germans were finished 
shooting both men and women, two of them took off their gloves and went to get some dinner; 
adds that a Polish woman was cooking meals for them but she refused to feed them that day; 
states that after the end of this cruel massacre, the Germans were drinking and singing very loud; 
describes how three days after the shooting, the Germans began burning the dead bodies; states 
that a German told her and her family to leave their house for about two weeks because they 
were going to burn the bodies; recalls that they were told to take only the necessary items and 
leave; adds that they were given permission to come back to their house daily to feed their barn 
animals; recalls that during those visits they witnessed the burning of the bodies; states that she 
saw a wooden construction on fire and that people were taking the dead bodies out of pits and 
throwing them into the fire; remembers that it was a terrible scene and there was an awful smell; 
states that after they finished burning the bodies two weeks later, she went to ask Commander 
Barteczko to allow her family to come back home; adds that he gave them permission but 
recommended that they wash everything very well, to throw away any food that they had at 
home to avoid getting sick, and to burn some pine branches to disinfect the house; recalls that 
she went to see the area where the killing and burning had taken place and that it was a terrible 
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scene; states that the ditches were covered with white sand but that the blood was still flowing in 
streams; recalls the Jews who were murdered in Trawniki as being handsome and well-dressed; 
mentions one Jew, named Nojcha and his two children who committed suicide in the beginning 
of the war when Germans started putting Jews in the concentration camp; talks further about the 
pits where the Jews where murdered; says they had been prepared about six months prior to the 
liquidation of the camp and that the ditches were deep, shaped in a zigzag, and about 50 meters 
long; says that her brothers talked to the Jews who were digging the pits many times; states that 
one of the Jews asked her brother for cigarettes and promised to give him something in return but 
her brother never saw him again; says that at some point the Jews realized that they were going 
to be murdered so some of them were burying their belongings; recalls that one of them said to 
her brother that whoever found it would be rich; adds that just before the liquidation, the Jews 
were putting lights up around the pits and that one of them said to her brother, “This is it. It is the 
end of us”; mentions another Jew who asked her to cook him some soup with beans and noodles 
for him; says that she was afraid at first but that she cooked it for him; adds that unfortunately, 
she never saw him again; says that local people were bringing plenty of food for the Jews, 
including bread and bacon; adds that she herself gave them potatoes and soup in big jars.  
 
 

Box 1, Tape 2 
 
 
[02:] 00:50:12 – [02:] 10:24:20 
00:51 – 10:24 
 
Nizio talks more about the liquidation of the camp that took place on November 3; says it was 
still light out when the Germans finished shooting the Jews and that she went to see the place 
with her sister; claims that blood was flowing in streams and the ground was “moving” (because 
some people were still alive); recalls that the bodies were already covered with dirt and blood 
was soaking through; states that the burning of dead bodies started on the third day after the 
shooting and lasted for two weeks; adds that there was a big group of Ukrainian prisoners who 
were helping with burning the bodies by taking them out of the pits and throwing them into the 
fire; recalls that when she went to ask Commander Barteczko for permission to come back 
home, a Polish woman opened the door; states that it was his maid but that some people said it 
was his lover; recalls her name as Ostrowska; states that they left Trawniki after the war.  
 
[02:] 10:24:21 – [02:] 34:25:20 
10:25 – 34:26 
 
Nizio describes the arrival of Jews in Trawniki; states that they were transported by freight train 
and that she saw them being taken off the train at the station; says that some were already dead 
and that their bodies were put onto horse carriages and taken somewhere; recalls that the Jews 
who came to Trawniki from other countries were very rich, handsome, and elegant and that they 
were carrying suitcases; mentions again that she saw them many times going for walks escorted 
by the Germans and swimming in the Wieprz River; speculates that some of them might have 
escaped during their walks; talks about the Ukrainian prisoners who were supposedly planning 
on attacking the Polish people in Trawniki in 1943; describes how a Polish woman who was 
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close friends with a German officer told him that the Ukrainians were planning to attack the 
Poles and that he immediately took them off the guard; says that the Jews did not work inside the 
Trawniki camp; states that the barracks were located by the sugar factory which was closed at the 
time; recalls that just before the war began, the sugar factory had been converted into a knitting 
factory and new machines were purchased; adds that she was supposed to be employed there but 
when the war started, the factory was never opened; states that when the Germans were living in 
Trawniki they took all the machines with them; says that about 100 Jews worked at the peat bog 
which was located about eight kilometers from Trawniki; describes how the Jews were 
transported there by horse-drawn carriages driven by locals; repeats what her cousin, who also 
worked there, told her which was that the Jews were treated terribly by the Germans and that 
they were beaten and starved; says that many of them died at work; recalls that she saw dead 
bodies transported by carriages; concludes by mentioning a situation in which a member of the 
SS came to ask her to wash his clothes; recalls that it was a Sunday and her father was at the 
hospital and she was supposed to go visit him but she was too afraid to refuse the SS man so she 
remained at home; states that her father died that day and she never got to see him again.  
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