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BACZMAGA, Władysław 
Polish Witnesses to the Holocaust Project 
English 
RG-50.488*0033 
 
[This interview mentions Mrs. Julia Pempiak [Pępiak], at whose house German soldiers from 
Bełżec took their meals. The person by the same name, from the same place is mentioned in the 
interview RG-50.488.0113.01.02 with Aniela Bober, as a persom, who was hiding Jewish 
people.] 
 
In this interview, Władysław Baczmaga, a Catholic priest, born 4/5/1908 in Bełżec, talks about 
his observations of the death camp in Bełżec. He concentrates on the information about railroad 
station, and describes an accident, which happened during one of the Jewish transports. He also 
talks about Germans rounding-ups Jews in town of Kamionka Strumiłowa [Kamionka 
Stromiłowa]. Bezmaga devotes a lot of attention to the murders of Polish intelligentsia 
perpetrated in Kamionka Strumiłowa.  
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[01:] 00:08:05– [01:] 05:04:11 
00:01 -05:09 
 
The interviewee introduces himself as Władysław Baczuga, a Catholic priest, born on 4/5/1908, 
in Bełżec; he mentions that he went to primary school in Bełżec, then to middle school in Rawa 
Ruska (now located in Ukraine), where he had to travel every day, and later, as a good athlete,  
he was chosen to go to Officer Cadet School in Biedrusk, near Poznań; he continues, saying that 
he was ordained in 1936, and his first parish was located in Kołomyja, where he spent about two 
years, and after that, he became a curate in Kamionka Strumiłowa, where he remained for  
eight years, and from where he frequently traveled to Bełżec, where his family lived. 
 
 
[01:] 05:04:12– [01:] 10:01:13 
05:09- 10:19 
 
[He points out in the direction where his parents’ graves are] He says that he visited his brother, 
Onufry Styczkiewicz, most often, that his brother had a son, Józef, now partially paralyzed, who 
was the only person allowed inside the death camp; he explains that Józef had the best horses in 
the village, and Germans hired him to deliver wheat and other provisions to the camp; he 
continues, saying that during one of his visits at Onufry’s, few men in civilian clothes arrived 
from the camp; he doesn’t know whether they were Jews or not; he does remember that they 
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came to get oats for the horses; he recalls that he talked with them and tried to suggest to them an 
escape; to this end, he described geography of Bełżec, and put a particular stress on the huge 
wooded terrain stretching from Bełżec to Zamość  
 
[01:] 10:01:14 – [01:] 14:19:11 
10:20 – 14:48 
 
He describes one night he was awaken by the train, horrible shouts, and shooting; he says that he 
lied down on the floor afraid of his life, for his apartment was located very close to the train 
trucks; he did not see it himself, but found out later, that there was an accident in a Jewish 
transport passing by: the force of pressing bodies broke one of the wagon’s wall, but the train did 
not stop; he continues, saying that Germans appeared immediately on their motorcycles, and that 
there were also a lot of “Blacks,” whom he cannot identify to this day; he suspects that they were 
from somewhere near by, for they knew the terrain very well; he underscores that there were 
only few Germans in Bełżec, three or four, while there were about 30 “Blacks,” and they were 
doing everything; speaking of Germans, he mentions that they lived in a building near the train 
station, and that they took their meals at Mrs. Julia Pempiak (Pępiak); he also recalls that at the 
beginning of camp’s construction, Himmler visited Bełżec, but he did not see him; he returns to 
the subject of the accident in Jewish transport, and says that there were 100 cars in the train, and 
100 people in each wagon; he says that the train station in Bełżec was located on the railroad line 
Warsaw – Lublin – Lvov, and that Germans fenced a part of the station and built a side-track 
leading directly to the camp’s gates; he also adds that Germans built an embankment of about 2 
meters high around the camp, and that they planted trees from nearby forest on the top of it, so 
that the inside of the camp was completely hidden.  
 
[01:] 14:19:12– [01:] 20:00:19 
14:49 – 20:43 
 
He talks about train station in Bełżec, which he observed from a nearby hill, for it was very 
dangerous to come near the station, and one Polish man was even killed because he came too 
close to it; he says that Germans built side track which led straight to the camp’s gate; he 
remembers that Germans were usually disconnecting several wagons from the coming trains, and 
these wagons were entering the camp; asked about what his nephew saw inside the camp, he 
answers that when Józef was entering the camp, Germans ordered him to look in one direction, 
and he couldn’t look around, for he would be shot; he adds that the workers from the camp were 
unloading the goods, while Józef waited, turned in the direction shown to him by Germans. 
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[01:] 20:00:20– [01:] 25:04:21 
20:44- 26:00 
 
Asked if he knew what was going on in the camp, he answers that the entire village knew, asked 
if he knew how Germans killed Jews in the camp, he answers that he didn’t know, for he was 
leaving for the middle school early every morning, and coming back late in the evening; [This 
information shows that the interviewee may be a little confused: according to his previous 
information, during the war, he was already a priest in Kamionka Strumiłowa, for he was 
ordained already in 1936.] he knew about what was happening in Bełżec only from other 
villagers; he repeats the information about Himmler, who visited Bełżec;  [he moves closer to the 
interviewer, for he cannot hear.] asked if he saw Germans escorting Jews in Bełżec, he answers 
that he saw it, but in Kamionka Strumiłowa; he moves on to the story of Kamionka 
Strumiłowa, and says that withdrawing Germans, or Soviets, he can’t remember which ones, 
arrested the entire Polish intelligentsia of Kamionka Strumiłowa, imprisoned them, and after 
that, shot them in their prison cell; he continues, saying that local population found the cell, and a 
mass grave in the whole dig under it; going back to Jews, he says, that he saw how Germans in 
Kamionka Strumiłowa were catching Jews and  taking them to the train station; he recalls that 
when he lead a funeral procession for the murdered professors, he saw from afar how an 
unidentified German grabbed a small by the legs and hit him against the wall. [Considering the 
fact that the murder of Polish intelligentsia happened right before German occupation of these 
territories, it seems logical, that this crime was perpetrated by Soviets.]  
 
[01:] 25:04:22 – [01:] 30:05:24 
26:00- 31:14 
 
He repeats that the the funeral of the professors took place on the same day when Germans 
organized round-up of Jews in Kamionka Strumiłowa; asked how Germans were catching 
Jews, he answers that there were cars driving up to the houses, that Germans drove Jews out of 
their homes, loaded them onto the cars, and drove them to the train station; he says that before 
the war, there were many Jews in Kamionka Strumiłowa, that they were mainly merchants, and 
that he had some friends among them, for he like photography, and often bought his equipment 
at Jewish store; asked if he took pictures in Bełżec, he answers that it was very dangerous; he 
adds that he tried to take pictures of the camp from the nearby hill, but the camp was so well 
concealed, and that his pictures did not show anything; he also says that, hidden behind the 
house, he took photograph of withdrawing Germans [the sound of opening doors], but he doesn’t 
know where this film is right now.   
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[01:] 30:05:25 – [01:] 35:02:06 
31:15- 36:22 
He repeats the information about building the embankment, about Jewish transports, and adds 
that when Germans were opening the cars, 30% of the people in them were already dead, and 
that Germans used hooks to drag the bodies from the cars; furthermore, he says that there were 
transports from far away, for example, from Denmark, as well as transports of local Jews; he 
recalls that his apartment was located 19 meters from the rails, but when the Jewish transports 
were passing by, nobody could come close to the rails; asked if Jews from the transports were 
shouting anything, he answers that he did not hear anything. 
 
[01:] 35:02:07 – [01:] 36:21:24 
36:23 – 37:45 
 
Asked if he saw people who fell out of the car during the accident, he answers that he didn’t; he 
says that Germans on the motorcycles appeared immediately, that they quickly caught those who 
were escaping towards the forest, and cleaned up the bodies of the dead. 
 
Time coded notes created by: Elizabeth Kosakowska 
Date: 12/7/2010 
There is no restriction on this interview. 
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