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Tape 1 
 
This interwiew was conducted with Mieczyslawa Grabowska, who was born on October 1, 
1925, in Tykocin. At the begining of the interview, she talks about her childchood, and 
family. Then, she talks about life in Tykocin under Russian, and German occupation. Further, 
she discusses the liquadition of the Jews in Tykocin, and then she describes her own arrest by 
the Germans. Then she talks about her experience in each of the camps. At the end of the 
interview she gives  a detailed description of the “death march”. Finally,  she talks about her 
return home from the camp, in 1945.  
 
[01]:00:34:20 – [01]:04:34:19 
00:34 – 04:34 
Mieczyslawa Grabowska lives in Tykocin, at 54 Jedenastego Listopada Street. She was 
born on October 1, 1925, in Tykocin. She talks about her childchood, and family. Her mother 
died, when she was only one, and she was raised by her grandmother. Her fater married Mrs. 
Grabowska’s aunt, and there were 11 children in the family. Only seven of them are still 
alive, and they love each other very much. Her father was a farmer before the war stared.  
Mrs. Grabowska used to go to the Polish school, in Tykocin, and she had lots of friends, 
including two Jewish girls – Estera, a pharmacist’s daughter, and the second one, named 
Vera. Her father run a store in Tykocin. When the Jewish school was under constraction, the 
Jewish children were attending Polish school. There were six Jewish girls, and two Jewish 
boys, in Mrs. Grabowska’s class. When the war started, Mrs. Grabowska was very ill, she 
suffered from typhoid fever, but she managed to graduate from school. At that time, she kept 
contact with her Jewish friends until the day of destruction.  
 
[01]:04:48:07 – [01]:14:47:12 
04:48 – 14:47 
Under Russian occupation, the Jews continue to carry on their business. The pharmacy, that 
was owned by Vera’s father was also open during that time. Mrs. Grabowska talks about the 
Russo- German war, in 1941. She remembers some woman, who gave birth to a baby at night, 
and had to escape the next morning. She was afraid of the Germans. 
Mrs. Grabowska describes a day that she saw the Germans troops in Tykocin for the first 
time. She was working outside, in the field, when she saw some strange machines that run 
right by her field. She didn’t know who they were at that time. This situation  took place one 
week before the main outbreak of the war.   
At that time, some woman named, Szablowska had a raido in Tykocin. She was a teacher, 
and her husband owned a watermill in Tykocin. Everybody was always coming to her to find 
out about the war. Mrs. Grabowska learned from this radio that she saw German intelligence 
in the field the other day.  
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Mrs. Graboswka remembers the begining of the Russo –German war. She went to visit her 
neighbor, when  suddenly they heard the roar of motorcycles. When the soliders completed 
the tour around Tykocin, it became clear that they were Germans.  
Everybody was scared, and trying to hide from them. A few of the Germans soliders lived in 
Tykocin permanently. The Germans always used to say that they can not have brekfast until 
they kill one of the Jews or Poles. She never witnessed the murder of any people, but she saw 
dead bodies several times. The Germans used to live dead bodies on a hill in Tykocin for 
other people to see them. There were left there an entire day, and then finally burried at night. 
The Germans treated the Poles much better then the Jews. In their opinion, the Jews didn’t 
work and they were not needed. 
Between June and August of 1941, Mrs. Grabowska still was in contact with her Jewish 
friends. As she says, she was sharing cheese and butter with them. One time she was on her 
way to see her friend. She was stopped by some German, named Jozef. He asked her to open 
up her basket. Somehow she convinced him that she carried something stinky and could not 
open it. This situation took place two weeks before the Jewish liquidation. Her friend was 
very nervous about Mrs. Mieczyslawa’s visits. She was always telling her that it was 
dangerous for both of them to  get  together. 
 
[01]:14:51:14 – [01]:25:12:15 
14:51 – 25:13 
Mrs. Grabowska talks about Jewish liquidation in Tykocin. As she claims, she only 
remembers it partially, because her house was located in the end of Tykocin. It was 10 
o’clock in the morning, when someone told her, that the Jews are gathered at the square in 
Tykocin. She immediately run over there to see what was happening, but she was stopped by 
other  people who asked her not to go over there, because it was too dangerous.  She heared 
from other people that when  the Jews were herded to the square, Germans were playing 
music for them. Apparently, the Germans made them to sing a song that starts with: “ The war 
and poverty are our fault..” Mrs. Grabowska is not an eye witness to the liquidation of the 
Jews. She knows from other people, that the Jews were marched from Jezowska Highway, 
towards direction of  Zawad. The Jews were shot in a forest. Then, their dead bodies were 
taken from the trucks and buried in  a ditch. Someone said, that a pile of Jewish bodies was 
still “moving”. Many of the Jews  were still alive. It took place the next mornig after the 
execution. Mrs. Grabowska heared about from people from Lapuchowo.  
The liquidation of the Jews was a terrible experience for the residents of Tykocin. Poles were 
very close with the Jews, they respected each other. Mrs. Grabowska is assuming  that her 
Jewish friends were killed but she doesn’t know for sure. There was one Jewish doctor, 
named Turek, who survived the war. Also, when Mrs. Grabowska was on her way home 
from the camp, she met some Jewish man (she doesn’t remember his name). He told her about 
her family back in Tykocin.  
She said that after the Jewish liquidation, the Poles were sure they were going to be murdered 
next. Many of young peole escaped to the forest and were hiding at the river. They were 
scared for their life.  
 
[01]:25:39:15 – [01]:33:22:20 
25:39 - 33:23 
Mrs. Grabowska describes her arrest by the Germans. The reason for her arrest was resistance 
that operated in Tykocin. Some German solider was shot by accident. Because of that most of 
the people were arrested in Tykocin. Mrs. Grabowska was arrested on Saturday, May 27, 
1944. Only children and old people stayed in Tykocin. Everyone was crushed. The next 
morning when they went to the church, the priest  fainted and nobody was able to help him, 
because people were desperate and tearful.There were over 320 people arrested in Tykocin. 
Mrs. Grabowska was only 19 years old. She says, that they were transported through 
Pilsudskiego Street, and then taken to the market square, located in front of the church. They 
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were told, that the Germans planned to kill every tenth person, but it turned out that there 
were too little people, so they decided to arrest everybody.  All of them were placed in big 
trucks and at first taken, towards Lapuchowo, where the Jewish cemetary was located. People 
were crying and praying, as they were sure they were going to die right away. When the 
trucks turned around and went towards Jezowska highway, everybody was crying but happy 
that they were still alive.  
They were taken to a prison, in Bialystok. As Mrs. Grabowska says, when they first got there, 
the Germans welcomed them with harmonies and were playing music. At the same time, they 
brought in some wounded people, who were bleeding terribly. Mrs. Grabowska remembers 
seeing lots of blood. They were walked next to those people, so everybody could see them. 
Then, they were herded into the prison. Some prisoner told them to prepare to die at night. He 
said that at 11pm, everyone is going to be transported near Bialystok to be murdered. He told 
them to listen for the airplanes, as it was going to be a sign that the Germans were coming. 
Everyone started to pray and confess to each other. At night, they heared the planes and then 
also some people were walking in a hallway. Apparently, the prisoners from two other cells 
were murdered that night. Mrs. Grabowska and other people were kept in Bialystok prison for 
two or three days.  
Mrs. Grabowska was transported to the Bialystok prison in a forth truck. Some woman layed 
in front of the truck with her baby, and started begging for her life. Apparently, a wife of 
some German solider called somebody and asked not to kill people from that transport.  
 
 
 

 Tape 2 
 
[02]:00:56:02 – [02]:16:21:07 
00:56 – 16:21 
In the prison, each of them recived a loaf of bread and they were supposed to be taken to a 
labor camp. Initially, they thought they were going to be murdered in Bialystok, because they 
went in that direction. But from there, they were put on animal wagons . Each of them had a 
loaf of bread and a bucket of water. A trip to [Ravenbruck] camp took one week. There were 
about 40 people in each wagon. There was a hole in a floor, that served them as a toilet. The 
windows were surrounded by barbered wire. The women and men were traveling seperately. 
They met in Proski, where the women were allowed to fill up their buckets with water. The 
men were transported in worse conditions. They were thirsty and were asking women for 
some water. One woman, had a cup of water for her husband and was about to give it to him,  
when one of the Germans saw it, and  immediately damped it out. The woman cried that she 
wasn’t able to help her husband. Only women were able to leave a car to get some water.  
When they finally got to the camp, they learned that there was no work for them. They were 
informed that they were going to stay in quarantine for one month, and then they would 
decide what to do with them.  
As Mrs. Grabowska says, it was the worst month in her entire life. The female camp guards 
were terrible. Those women were German, but they also spoke Polish.  They applied phisical 
violence very often, usually they kicked or hit in the face. All women got their hair shaved. 
Mrs. Grabowska says, that one of her friend, who was only 20 years old, was growing gray 
hair, after her head was shaved. She died in a camp. There were some Jewish women in the 
Ravensbruck prison. They wore yellow badges. There were also purple and green badges as 
well. Mrs. Grabowska got a political prisoner badge. 
After one month of quarantine, the Germans started selling the prisoners to some people. All 
of the prisoners were moved from block number 25, into block number 15. People were 
chased out on the streets, and they were put in two rows. A person, who wanted to buy 
prisoners was passing  beetwen them, trying to decide on which of the prisoners to buy. He 
was looking at their faces and hands, and then was writting their names on a piece of paper. 
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Then, each of them was assign a number of a block. Each of the women cost 40 Mark. 
Mieczyslawa Grabowska, and 30 other women were sent to a camp in [Najrole], next to 
[Karlsbad].  
There were also Jewish women in this camp. They were treated worse than others. When the 
meals were given, the Jews were always last in the line. They were transported to the camp in 
Carlsbad by freight wagons. There were 28 women, in total. Everyone was certain, that they 
were going to work. When they drove up to a camp and saw the barbed wire everywhere, 
immediately started crying loudly. This camp was located in the mountains. There were three 
female blocks, and also a male camp. There was a private porcelain factory, but in reality they 
were making aircraft parts there. This was were Mrs. Grabowska worked at. One of her 
friend, met a men, who used to work at the post office in Tykocin. Every morning she was 
getting a piece of bread from him. He just wanted her to take it without saying anything. 
There were also Jewish women in this camp, but they worked somewhere else.  
Mrs. Grabowska also says, that it was easy to steal aircraft parts from the factory. Offically, 
they packed plates, and cups in boxes, and the aircraft parts were placed underneath. Mrs. 
Grabowska worked in production of small aircraft wheels. Everybody was encouraged to 
honest and hard work. At first, they were working very hard but then they decided to stop.  
She mentions a situation, in which they were producing special plates, with the image of 
Adolf Hitler, for his birthday. The women created a situation, in which many of those plates 
were broken. Mrs. Grabowska personally broke at least 20 of them. She was beaten very 
badly, but she was very pleased and satisfied.  
There was also a group of prisoners, that worked in the field. They were always sharing the 
information  from the front with others. They were always assuring them that the German 
capitulation will come any day, and they are going to be free.  
About one month before the end of the war, the SS officers came to the camp and announced 
that the war is ending, and soon everone is going to be free, but first everyone has to work 
very hard. People were working very reliably, counting  down days to the end of the work.  
 
[02]:16:27:00 – [02]:30:08:21 
16:27 – 30:09 
Mrs. Grabowska talks about liberation. All of prisoners left the camp, and were marched for 
two weeks from place to place. Nobody was getting any food during the march. They were 
eating grass, and wild garlic, and whatever else, they were able to steal at night. Before they 
left the camp, the Germans conducted a selection of the prisoners. The first was a Jewish 
column, then Gypsies, then some other nationality, then the Germans, and Poles at the end. 
There were about 100 Gypsies in the camp, but Mrs. Grabowska didn’t know them. She 
talked to the Jewish prisoners very often, because their block was locted right next door. They 
stopped several times during march to get some water. People run to drink water from a well. 
The Germans were shoothing to everyone that was trying to get water. Mrs. Grabowska 
decided to be patient and wait for the end of the war.  
Mrs. Grabowska also mantions a situation, in which, they passed a German car with a load of 
potatoes. People immediately rushed towars it, trying to get some potatoes. One of the 
Germans, who was a driver, pulled out a gun, and was going to shoot at the people, but the 
other one restrained him, and let everyone take the potatoes. Everyone was hiding the 
potatoes from the Germans. Later, when they were staying at someone’s home, they were able 
to boil the poptatoes. There were other times that people waited until dark to cook some 
potatoes in a fire, but many times the Germans would kick their bowls.  
One day, all of the prisoners were awakened at 5 am, and gathered in a square. Mrs. 
Grabowska saw a few men there. One of them was eating a raw rabbit. When the German saw 
it, he pierced him with a sword. Later, the rest of the prisoners started marching towards the 
front. They were told, that there was a Russian front on one side, and the english front on the 
other one. Apparently, they were marching towards the english front, but as it turned out, 
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however it was the Russian front. Everyone thought they were going to die. They decided to 
start running when the Germans begin to shoot at them.   
Around 8:30 in the morning, the Germans cars started pulling back. People thought that the 
Germans were going to shoot at them from behind. The Polish prisoners mixed up with the 
German prisoners hoping they wouldn’t get murdered. Then, the German soliders announced 
that everyone is free to go home. It was a moment that Mrs. Grabowska will never forget. She 
is talking about with tears in her eyes. Everyone was on their knees, thanking God for 
freedom. They were happy, but didn’t know where to go from there. They went to a closest 
village to ask for some bread. As Mrs. Grabowska says, only poor people were willing to 
share the last piece of bread with them, the rich people never gave them anything. Mrs. 
Grabowska didn’t know German, she only learned how to beg for a piece of bread in German. 
She made a promise to herself, never refuse anything to anybody in need.  
Mrs. Grabowska says, that the next morning everyone was very sick, they vomited, and had 
diarrhea. They spend an entire day lying on the grass, and just rolling from place to place.  
The next morning they went to ask a local mayor of the village for ccomodation. They spend 
a night in a place that used to serve as a coffee shop. It was empty, and there was only some 
hay on a floor.  
The next day, everyone was free to go their own way. Mrs. Grabowska, and three other 
women walked towards a main highway, where they met some Polish woman, who was 
previously released from a prison. She told them that the Red Cross is looking for former 
imates, and will help them to go back home. They were taken by the Red Cross to Bratislava, 
where they recived a medical help, and finally got washed. They stayed there for one week, 
and then everyone was able to go home. Mrs. Grabowska was taken in a first car, that took 
her to the train station, and from there she was on her way to Poland.  
 
[02]:30:13:01 – [02]:34:30:14 
30:13 – 34:31 
Here, Mieczyslawa Grabowska mentions another incident. When she walked with her friends, 
they saw a Soviet car driving by. She waived it down, and when the car stopped, she was 
pulled inside by Soviet soliders. She was sitting with the Soviet men in a back of the car. 
They gave her some bread with honey, and then started flirting with her. She had a rosary, 
mad out of bread, in her pocket. She was praying to a Virgin Mary, and was begging her for 
help. When one of the men put his hand of Mrs. Grabowska’s knee, she started saying a 
rosary aloud. They thought that she lost her mind, so she was thrown out of the car.  
Before she got to Tykocin, she went to see her aunt in Bialystok, and she met with her sister. 
She weighted only 36 kilograms at that time, and as she says, she didn’t look like a human.  
Mieczyslawa Grabowska, was a first person that came back to Tykocin from a camp. First, 
she stopped by the church to thank God for his help and for letting her to come back to her 
family. It was in 1945. It was the greatest joy, she finally felt free. Later, all of the people 
from Tykocin were coming over to find out about their relatives. 
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