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Edward Domański was born on March 25, 1923 in a small town of Siedliszcze near Chełm in 
Eastern Poland. Before the war there were about 1,000 Jews and about one dozen Polish 
families. With the exception of a 10 month period, Edward spent the war years  in Siedliszcze.  
In this interview, Edward talks about his interactions with Jews and about their treatment by the 
Germans. He mentions that when the ghetto in Siedliszcze was liquidated, the Jews were sent to 
the death camp in Sobibór. He spent 10 months working in Germany as a farm worker. He 
names a few Jews who survived the war and those who saved them. 
 
 

Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
[01:] 00:08:21 – [01:] 05:51:12 
00:00 – 05:57 
 
In this segment of the interview, Edward says that he spent the whole occupation in Siedliszcze 
and other nearby towns with the exception of 10 months during which he was a laborer on a farm 
near Dusseldorf in Germany; mentions that he was forced to volunteer as a condition of his 
father’s release from detention; says that he was well treated by the owner of the farm since he 
had some farm experience; states that after 10 months he was able to obtain an 18 day pass to 
return home under the pretext that his father was ill; reports that he rever returned to Germany 
and spent the rest of the wartime in hiding from the authorities in Poland; recalls that in 
Siedliszcze Jews and Poles attended the same school; mentions that some of the Jewish students 
had problems with the Polish language since they mostly used Yiddish when communicating 
with each other. 
 
[01:] 05:51:13 – [01:] 12:01:20 
05:58 – 12:23 
 
Edward describes the interactions between Poles and Jews before the war as friendly; says that 
the persecution of Jews started as soon as the Germans entered the town; reports having 
witnessed an incident in which the Germans forced the Jews to disrobe and wash with cold water 
in an open square in freezing temperature; describes another incident when Jews were forced to 
kneel and pray in a marsh in the town center; says the harassment of Jews continued for a long 
time; mentions that the police post in town was manned by some volksdeutsche (ethnic Germans) 
from the Poznań area; adds that the German Military Police was stationed in Cyców (Cycow) 
and that they used to come to town for periodic inspections; says that when the Military Police 
came looking for him after the 18 day pass had expired, he escaped to Chełm to stay for some 
time with his brother; mentions that police commandant Kret and policeman Bruszkowski were 
“decent” men, while policeman Toczek was very bad; says that although Toczek knew that 
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Edward was hiding from the Germans, he did not denounce him; attributes this fact to Toczek’s 
fear of reprisal from local partisans if he turned Edward in to the Germans. 
 
[01:] 12:01:21 – [01:] 21:40:19 
12:24 – 22:26 
 
He states that the lives of the Jews were controlled by the SS stationed in Chełm; recalls that the 
SS was demanding that Jews keep their stores open but the Jews were so afraid of the SS that 
they would run away to hide in the countryside; reports having witnessed an SS shooting of one 
of the Jews who attempted to run away but says he did not know the name of the man who was 
killed; remarks that he received a letter from Dawid Blusztajn, a Jew from Siedliszcze who 
presently lives in Brazil; mentions that Dawid survived the war being hidden by his friend 
Marek Dzieciński (possibly Kiciński); adds that Marek and his brother Kazik were hiding and 
feeding Dawid until the end of the war; recalls that when the ghetto in Siedliszcze was 
liquidated, all Jews were sent to the death camp in Sobibór; says that after the liquidation, his 
uncle—who was the village leader—asked Edward to accompany policeman Bruszkowski into 
the ghetto to check if there were any Jews still hiding in some buildings; says that in one building 
he spotted a Jewish man hiding in the attic; reports that he did not reveal his find to 
Bruszkowski, instead he encouraged the Jew to wait till night and then escape; says he does not 
know what happened to the man; recalls that in another house they found a corpse of an elderly 
Jewish woman who apparently died of hunger; says that Bruszkowski asked some men to bury 
the woman; mentions that the ghetto was not guarded very strictly; describes how with some 
friends he was visiting four young Jewish women who were from Czechoslovakia; says they 
used to bring some rolls for the young women; describes the ghetto as a ruined place where 
people slept on floors, covered with rags, and hunger was evident; states that the ghetto was 
watched by the Blue Police (collaborationist Polish police force in the General Government 
region of occupied Poland); says that the Jews were staying in the ghetto and that they were 
afraid to run away; recollects that when the Jews were marched toward Sobibór, one of them, 
Szmucherek, was able to escape from the column while four others were caught and executed; 
says that he watched the escape and that Szmucherek survived the war. 
 
[01:] 21:40:20 – [01:] 30:46:20 
22:27 – 31:55 
 
Edward remembers meeting Szmucherek in Lublin in 1946; recalls that Szmucherek said that 
when he escaped into the Janowski forest, at about age 14, he joined the partisans of the Polish 
Home Army (AK); says that Szmucherek did not reveal to the AK that he was Jewish and that it 
helped that he spoke Polish without a Jewish accent; says that at the time of their meeting, 
Szmucherek carried a gun and was dressed in civilian clothes; mentions Icek Hofman who after 
the war owned a store in Lublin; says Hofman helped many Jews who survived the war; 
mentions the name of Zelda Metz who survived the war being hidden by Stefan Gołombiowski 
(possibly Gołębiowski); says that since Zelda’s father was very rich before the war, he believes 
that Zelda paid Gołombiowski to hide her; says that the few Jews from Siedliszcze who 
survived were an exception and that most Jews from the area were killed in Sobibór; when asked 
about the Jewish Police in the ghetto, he replied that he does not remember seeing any of them. 
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[01:] 30:46:21 – [01:] 35:31:00 
31:56 – 36:52 
 
He relates that one day the village was surrounded by Germans and all men were ordered to 
assemble in the town square; recalls that his father decided to smear his face with iodine to 
appear ill; says that when the German soldier entered the house, he quickly retreated and let his 
father stay; states that the Germans were very afraid of contracting illnesses, especially typhoid; 
recalls that the SS selected eight people among whom were some of his acquaintances: 
Franecki, Poliszuk and Krzyszko; says that the eight people were taken to Lublin and executed 
there; relates that after the liquidation of the ghetto, Jewish homes that were in good condition 
were taken over by Polish people; says that many Jewish homes were in disrepair and were 
demolished; says he thinks that the source of food in the ghetto was the reserve supplies that 
existed in the stores and that there was also some trade with the Polish population; recalls that 
the fence around the ghetto was low and one could easily cross over it. 
 

 
Box 1, Tape 2 

 
 
[02:] 00:27:13 – [02:] 05:01:05 
00:01 – 05:03 
 
Edward says that he also witnessed the execution of two Jews who were caught hiding in the 
ghetto after it was liquidated; reports that the SS from Cyców, with the help of a member of the 
Blue Police, were taking the men to the Jewish cemetery to be executed; says he heard the shots; 
explains that the SS always used Blue Police since they [the SS] did not know the countryside 
and that in this case they did not know the location of the Jewish cemetery; describes an incident 
in which his life was threatened by a German guard; says it happened in 1943 when he worked as 
an engineer’s aide at the Chełm train station and a transport of Jews from Czechoslovakia 
arrived; says that from one of the windows of the cattle car a Jewish woman lifted a 3 or 4 year 
old child who asked him in Polish for something to drink; recalls that the engineer for whom he 
was working asked him what the child wanted; says he answered that it was a request for water 
and that the engineer instructed him to give the child some water; says he gave water to the child 
and then noticed that a German guard saw him near the wagon; says he ran away from the station 
and that later the engineer apologized for putting Edward’s life in danger; says the engineer 
commented that he had two small children of his own and he felt sorry for the child in the cattle 
car. 
 
[02:] 05:01:06 – [02:] 10:20:12 
05:04 – 10:36 
 
Edward told the engineer that the train was traveling to Sobibór; says it was widely known 
among the Poles that the transports with Jews were going to Sobibór, near Chełm; mentions that 
on one occasion there was an escape from a transport when the train was near Krydowa góra and  
Jewish men in one of the cattle cars were able to break a sidewall of the car and jumped off the 
train; says that the German guards who rode on the transport machine gunned all of the escapee 
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and none survived; indicates that he did not personally see the camp in Sobibór which was about 
50 km. from Chełm; says that Poles from Chełm talked about Sobibór as a death camp for Jews; 
describes that immediately after the war he saw rows of deep ditches about 200 to 300 meters 
long at the Majdanek death camp in Lublin; says the ditches were filled with corpses that were 
being dug out by some Germans; observed a woman who recognized the body of her son and 
became so angry that she hit a German in the head with a large stone; says she was stopped by a 
Polish policeman. 
 
[02:] 10:20:13 – [02:] 17:09:02 
10:37 – 17:43 
 
Edward says that all Jews were sent to the death camp; says he does not believe that anyone 
escaped from Sobibór; mentions that the Siedliszcze ghetto was evacuated in one day; recalls 
that before the liquidation of the ghetto, the Jews were forced to work on cleaning up the river 
Mogilanka; says they marched in columns to their work on the river and that they were guarded 
only by designated Jewish men who did not wear uniforms; states that Jews who worked on the 
river did not attempt to escape but returned to the ghetto after the work; says that only one 
person, Dawid Blusztajn escaped from the column; repeats that Dawid survived the war being 
hidden by his friend and neighbor Marek Dzieciński (possibly Kiciński); states that Marek is 
still alive and maintains contact with him. 
 
Summary provided by Sam Ponczak. 
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