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Witold Adam Rutkowski was born on January 5, 1914 in Warsaw, Poland. He lived through the 
war years in Warsaw. When war broke out, he was in the army on maneuvers. During the war 
he lived in the vicinity of Mokotów (neighborhood of Warsaw). He worked on 54 Długa Street, 
in warehouses that belonged to Arsenal Co. (Warszawska Hurtownia Prowizacijna/Warsaw 
Provision Warehouse). To get to work, he would travel by tram through the Jewish 
neighborhood which in the course of time became the Warsaw Ghetto. Between 1939 and 
1940, except for some antisemitic posters along the route, there was nothing noteworthy. 

The interviewer asks numerous questions about the Ghetto. Witold states that the warehouse 
in which he worked was fenced off from the German one by a high brick wall. Witold’s only 
contact with Jews was when they came to pick up the Ghetto’s allocation of sugar. And 
although he wasn’t sure, these Jews were probably guarded by policemen. 

Witold was witness to the rounding up of Jews from different areas of Warsaw and then being 
herded through the streets to the Ghetto. He couldn’t see the deportation of Jews from the 
Ghetto because of the brick fence. 

Once the interviewer asked him to describe what he might have heard. During the Ghetto 
Uprising, he heard shots being fired and witnessed two scenes. In one case, he heard screams 
from the top floor of the school within the Ghetto (closest to Stawki Street and near 
Umschlagplatz (Reloading Point) which served as a point where Jews from the Ghetto were 
gathered before being transported to the death camp in Treblinka); and then he saw a man 
who either jumped or was thrown out the window. In second scene, Witold saw a young Jewish 
woman either being pushed or jumping from the window. Also, from behind the fence that 
separated the two warehouses he could see smoke rising. From the smell he concluded that 
bodies were burned there. That would go on endlessly, night and day. 

By the time of the Warsaw Uprising in September 1943, the Germans evicted the workers of 
Witold’s warehouse and Witold went to live with his relatives in a village. He returned to 
Warsaw in January 1945. 

One scene that Witold offers is that of a returning of a labor column to the Ghetto. He could 
see that each laborer carried back something with him. It was probably some food. As soon as 
they got past the Stawki Gate to the Ghetto, they would be rushed by an awaiting mob, which 
had to be dispersed by the Jewish police with clubs.  

Interviewer: Of all the things that you have seen, what shocked you the most, as it pertained 
to Jews? 

Witold: That which I told you a few minutes ago; the poverty of the people, their apathy and 
acceptance of their lot. 
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Interviewer: When the Jews were being deported from the Ghetto, did you know where they 
were going? 

Witold: At first we didn’t, but very quickly the railroad workers told us that they were being 
deported to Treblinka. But we knew that it was like Oṡwiȩcim, an extermination camp. This was 
commonly known. 
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