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CZYŻEWSKI, Jerzy 
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In this interview, Jerzy Czyżewski, born on December 10th, 1931 in Warsaw, who lived across  
the street from Warsaw ghetto through the entirety of its existence describes the life in the 
ghetto. He pays special attention to the incredible density of ghetto population and terrible  
hunger of its residents. He also describes drastic scenes from the ghetto such as dead bodies  
lying on the streets, incidents of suicides and unsuccessful trial to escape from the ghetto. He 
describes in detail the common phenomenon when young children, himself included, smuggled  
food products to the ghetto and sold them in exchange for valuable objects. He talks about his  
part in Warsaw Uprising as well. 
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00:00 – 37:40 

[01:] 00:23:14 – [01:] 03:12:18 
00 – 13:19 

 
Q: What is your name and when were you born? 
 
A: My name is Jerzy Czyżewski, I was born on December 10th, 1931, in Warsaw. 
 
Q: And you were living in Warsaw till the outbreak of the war? 
 
A: Well, you know, I always lived in Warsaw, I survived the siege of Warsaw in [19]39, the 

entire occupation and I lived there till the Uprising. And after the fall of the Uprising I 
was taken to the vicinity of Grójec, because I was wounded in my right hand. And there I 
simply had my right arm amputated, and when Russian army came, liberated Warsaw, I 
came back to Warsaw, but because my house was destroyed, I simply didn’t know what 
to do with myself, the war was still going on, so I joined an army unit and found myself 
on the German territories till the end of the war. Later, I came back to Szczecin and lived 
there for a while, later on I lived in Koszalin till [19]55. Subsequently I moved to central 
Poland. Well, militia relocated me. 

 
Q: An in what place, did you live in the same place in Warsaw the entire childhood? 
 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Please, tell us exactly where it was? 
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A: I lived on Żelazna Street, corner of Pańska Street, Żelazna 45, apartment number 37. This 
can be checked. Right now it’s a new building, because the old one was destroyed during 
the Uprising, some construction firm is located there. And our apartment, you know, our, 
the windows of our apartment faced Żelazna and Pańska streets. And, as you probably 
know, half of Żelazna Street and half of Pańska, were on the ghetto side, and our part 
was, well, on the Warsaw side.  

 
[01:] 03:12:18 – [01:] 06:02:19 
13:19 – 06:17 

 
Q: And did a lot of Jews live there before the war? 
 
A: Yes. A large number. You know, my school was on Miedziana Street, it was near by, 

next to Kazimir the Great Square, as it used to be called before the war. There was a 
market there. So we were going to school on Miedziana and during the breaks we would 
go to Kazimir the Great Square and we were either buying something or we doing 
mischief, as normal young boys would. And a lot, a large part of people who were selling 
various products on this Square were Jewish. So there were a lot of them, you know.    

 
Q: And did you have any friends [among Jews] then, as a child? 
 
A: Of course. In school, after all Jewish children went to school with us. We thought of it as 

a natural thing. You know, from today’s perspective, I don’t think it was commendable, 
but, for example, Jews had a Synagogue on Śliska Street, it was not far from us. And we 
were going there and doing all sort of mischief. We would even set fire to these tapes, 
wrap them in a newspaper and throw them inside this Synagogue. Well, it’s not 
commendable, but you know, children were doing such things then, right. For which 
today, from the perspective of time, I can apologize to all Jews, for these mischief. 

 
Q: The war broke up in [19]39. You were eight years old then, yes? 
 
A: Eight years old, yes. 
 
Q: And how do you remember these first months, first year of the occupation. We are 

mainly interested in treatment of Jewish population, there, in this territory. 
 
A: I mean, you know, in general I remember [19]39, siege of Warsaw, I remember, of course 

besides the natural fear, because, because there were constant bombarding, we were 
constantly going to the basement, because generally there were no bomb shelters in our 
vicinity, so we were just going to the basement, I remember, you know such moment. 
Our Polish army and their horses were stationed in our backyard. And these horses tore 
apart wooden stairs, you know, from hunger. From the perspective of time, it is so 
characteristic for me. Yes, simply from hunger, they were, you know, gnawing at these 
wooden planks of the stairs and made holes in them. Well, the second incident, you 
know, when they were bombarding, I would often grab a soldier, because I thought that if 
I stand next to a soldier, nothing will happen to me, right, no bomb will hurt me.  
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[01:] 06:02:19 – [01:]09:00:22  
06:17 – 09:22 

 
A: They are, you know, very distant at this point, but I am telling you honestly, that these 

two incidents stayed in my memory when I am talking about the siege of Warsaw.  
 
Q: And how was it after Germans entered? 
 
A: And after Germans came in, you know, at the beginning it was a normal life, besides the 

fact that, you know, well, Germans walked on the streets, marching units sung their 
songs. We had some fearful respect towards them, but in general, nothing unusual was 
going on. Only later, various things started to happen.    

 
Q:  And was it a normal life for Jews as well? 
 
A: In general, at the beginning, yes. Yes.  
 
Q: Until what point? 
 
A: Well probably, as far as I remember, probably till [19]40 or [19]41, because when they 

started to organize this ghetto, it was very fast—   
 
Q: Do you remember the beginnings of the ghetto? 
 
A: Well, I remember, you know, I remember large amounts of people, who were moving 

from this part of Warsaw, which was meant, well, not for Jews. They were moving their 
possessions on the carriages, on the cars, on droshkys to this part which was meant for 
the ghetto, for Jews. So I have these pictures in my eyes, of these, these people with these 
bundles, right, with these things, how they marched next to these types of transportation, 
because they had their things on them. They were relocating in various ways, mostly by 
these horse wagons, which were used to transport coal before the war. They were also 
moving furniture, all kinds of things. I looked at it through the eyes of a child, because of 
course today I have a different understanding of what was beginning to happen. But I 
remember the entire building of the wall, because, you know, I could see from the 
widows of my apartment how Germans were building this wall. I mean Germans were 
not building, but supervising.   

 
Q: And who was building? 
 
A: Well, you know some workers. I think that they were some Polish companies, or, or 

simply German ones, but with Polish workers. I didn’t inquire then who exactly, because 
I wasn’t interested in it. 

 
Q: So they put up this wall and you, already as a 10 or 11 years old boy— 
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A: Well, nine years old, let’s say, nine, ten years old. 
 
Q: Were you itching to see what was on the other side? 
 
A: Well, I saw—  
 
Q: Ahmm, you had windows— 
 
A: Yes, from my windows I had a view exactly on this part of the ghetto, half of Pańska 

Street, half of Żelazna Street, this corner.  
 
Q: Can you describe what could be seen from the window, how, meaning what did you see? 
 
A: Well, you know, I saw a condensation of a large number of Jewish population. I saw 

patrols, because they were posted on both sides of the ghetto. . 
 
[01:] 09:00: 22 – [01:] 11:58:23 
09:22 – 12:28 

 
Q: And what units were they? 
 
A: You know, on this, let’s call it Aryan side, at the beginning it was Germans, well 

uniformed Germans, I think Wermaht, or some other police units. Whereas on the Jewish 
side, I also, I also saw Jewish police. 

 
Q: In uniforms? 
 
A: In uniform, yes. 
 
Q: Do you remember these uniforms? 
 
A: Well, black, more or less, you know, something here [he shows with his hand an area 

across the forehead], like British police nowadays, with some kind of bright bands on 
their hats. That’s all from what I remember. 

 
Q: And how was this Jewish police armed, if—  
 
A: No, most likely they weren’t armed at all, no, no. It was just Germans, you know. 
 
Q: And did something draw your attention, did something unusual happen in the ghetto from 

what you could see from the window?  
 
A: I mean, at the beginning, you know, nothing really, besides kind of normal life. On the 

territory, a large number of people on the small territory, because what happened was a 
condensation of population, because I saw the part of ghetto called small ghetto. 
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Q: So it was small ghetto? 
 
A: It was a small ghetto, yes, yes. Exactly this part, Pańska Street, Żelazna Street, here 

Śliska Street, all these little streets, you know. Only later, you know, horrible things 
started to happen, meaning hunger, that there was hunger. And later on, I even went to 
the ghetto many times, because there were these gutters, in this wall there were openings 
for the gutters, so the water could pass through [cough].    

 
Q: In the ghetto wall, right? 
 
A: Yes. I mean, in this wall which divided ghetto from the Aryan side, you know, there were 

these openings where a child could fit to cross, right— 
 
Q: Could you show how large, more or less?  
 
A: Sure, I can show. So, it was more or less, if the street level is here, they were more or less 

like that [shows the height of the gutter] and of this width, [shows the width of the 
gutter]. Because rain water had to go through them. And, you know; only child could fit 
in such hole. So, already, you know, I think already in [19]42 I started going to ghetto 
with some kind of food products. So, you know, usually, we would bribe those German 
guards, because one would never go alone, there were always few of us boys. 

 
Q: And only children? 
 
A: As children, yes.  
 
Q: And where, where did the idea to go there come from? 
 
A: You know, I don’t know who had this idea, in any case, I didn’t come up with these trips 

to the ghetto, but children or grown ups in Warsaw had this idea, and we found out, you 
know, that children were going and we started entering from our side of the ghetto.  

 
Q: Tell us our first time, when you went there, do you remember it? 
 
[01:] 11:58:23 – [01:] 15:02:07 
12:28 – 15:39 

 
A: Yes, of course. Of course. I just don’t remember the year, in any case I had these two 

bundles, you know, small sacks, because you can’t call them bundles and I had in them, 
you know, sugar, flour, butter and such types of products. And we bribed this German 
guard—  

 
Q: Excuse me, who bribed him? Were you present at such bribing scene? 
 
A: It was my friends, not me. Well, we, in any case, there was a group of us, five or six of 

us.  
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Q: Did you know how much it was for this pas— 
 
A: Right now I don’t remember, we were giving him some money. We all chipped in for 

that, right. And my friend was bribing him, I didn’t talk to him, you know. And from 
what I remember, so many years have passed, but this guard was supposed to walk 
towards Chłodna Street for about 200 meters, and during this time, we were supposed to 
simply get through. And when you passed through this wall, through this hole really, in 
the ghetto, you know, we were putting on this, you know armband and this, you know, 
some kind of a hat similar to those worn by Jews, in order to, because we were simply 
pretending to be Jewish. 

 
 Q: But you were pretending in front of whom, Jews— 
 
A: Well, you know, in front of Jewish police. We were most afraid of Jewish police.  

Q: And they believed, they were fooled? 

A: Well, you know, the point was not if they believed, because it was done in this way, that 
surely, that they also, well, I would say many of them looked the other way, also 
pretended that they didn’t see.    

Q: So, most likely they knew—  

A: Most likely they knew, but you know, after all one would quickly get lost in the crowd.  

Q: And what did you, this first time when you went there, how did you see this world, what 
were your impressions?  

A: Well, you know, most of all terrible hunger, because already then one could see that these 
people don’t have enough food, a lot of children wandering the streets, begging, lot of old 
men selling, you know, various things, just like that, on the street, not at the market. They 
simply walk around, you know, selling things. This is what I remember. These were the 
sights.  

Q: And some drastic scenes, kind of, I don’t know, someone dying on—  

A: This was later, this was, you know, more or less in [19]43, close to the liquidation of the 
small ghetto. Because at the beginning, in [19]43, if I remember correctly, Germans 
liquid…decided to liquidate and were burning down houses. I even saw it from 
hom…from the apartment I saw it all.  

Q: But I still would like, before you tell us about it, I would like to come back to your 
crossings to the ghetto and—can you estimate how many time were you smuggled to the 
ghetto in this way? 

A: I think that, you know, to sum it up, during the entire occupation, meaning till this ghetto 
existed, I must have gone 15 times. 

 

[01:] 15:02:07 – [01:] 18:13:12 
15:39 – 18:58 
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Q: 15 times? 

A: Yes. 

Q: So, all in all you spent a lot of time on that side. 

A: A lot—  

Q: And how long did it take from the entrance to the exit? 

A: You know, it was like that. My father worked in this factory Lifer-Szytner [Lifer-
Shitner], the owners were German and a half of this factory was located in the ghetto and 
another half on the Aryan side, on Kacza Street, a corner of Wolność Street, you know 
this was where this factory was located. So the thing was that when I came through to the 
ghetto, I would later go to the factory in which my father worked and he organized, you 
know, because they were coming from over there on Chłodna street, as you probably 
know, cars could pass on Chłodna Street. And they were delivering various things to the 
factory. And so later, they, you know, they would take me in the car leaving the ghetto 
completely legally.  

Q: And your fiends, those who also— 

A: Well, it happened in different ways. You know, I couldn’t take my friends with me. I 
took one of my friends once or twice, but in general no, because the point was that my 
father organized it for me only. And my friends were coming out in different ways. 
Usually again through this hole.  

Q: Through this rain gutter? 

A: Yes. Of course. 

Q: So your father had in fact a pass to move around ghetto? 

A: You know, my father had a general pass, because he was a production manager in this 
firm, even before the war and later during the occupation. Considering pre-war situation, 
it was a large factory and, as far as I remember, they were producing, some kind of parts 
for engines. It was an important production and my father, you know, had a pass which 
allowed him to walk around at night, and, as you know, there was a curfew. 

Q: You mean, at night, around entire Warsaw? 

A: Yes. Yes.  

Q: It really— 

A: Because it was a German factory, but from what I remember, how my father spoke about 
it, those Germans behaved very nicely towards their employees, towards Poles, they 
protected Poles, you know.  

Q: But to go in with your father [sound interruptions] because you already had— 

A: No, you know it’s not the point that I couldn’t go in [with my father]. I simply didn’t 
want to endanger him, because I had some merchandises on me. 

Q: Mhmm. 
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A: And I was coming back without anything. 

Q: Ahmm, I understand, I understand. So your father knew that you were going there?  

A: My father knew. Yes, yes. 

Q: And whom did you leave these merchandises on that side? 

A: Well, we simply had, you know these point places and after one crossed, one would go 
straight to this appointed place.  

Q: Do you remember concrete people? 

A: I mean, I don’t remember the names. I know that one of these points was on Śliska Street; 
I don’t even remember the number now. I had a point there for some time and I was 
delivering there to this Jew, whom my father knew, because he used to have a store on 
Pańska Street, across the street from our house, you know, and my father contacted me 
with him. And you know, it was really barter, because it wasn’t money that one would 
take. 

 
[01:] 18:13:12 – [01:] 21:08:02 
18:58 – 22:00 

 
Q: And what would one take? 
 
A: Some kind of objects, you know like a wedding band, a watch, some kind of, you know, 

stone, something like that. It simply depended on the worth of the merchandise you 
brought in.  

 
Q: And you said that later, near the end, in [19]43, during one of your many trips you 

noticed these more drastic scenes. 
 
A: Well, these were already drastic scenes, because there was already general hunger, 

already, you know, a lot of children, not only children, were lying on the streets, you 
know these were already barely alive—  

 
Q: How did it look like, you enter— 
 
A: Human skeletons, you know. I saw, you know, even what they now show in documentary 

films, these wagons with corpses, with all that, I—  
 
Q: You saw it?  
 
A: Yes, I saw it.  
 
Q: And people dying on the street? 
 
A: Yes. I mean dying, simply barely alive, lying down, dying. It was a common sight.  
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Q: And did anybody take care of them? 
 
A: Excuse me? 
 
Q: How did other Jews react to that? 
  
A: Oblivion, you know, because they were all in the same situation, only one had more 

endurance and other less.  
 
Q: Were those lying on the street children or grown-ups? 
 
A: Grownups and unfortunately children, you know. 
 
Q: Many, I mean forgive me for such detailed inquiry, but was it, did it happen every few 

meters, every dozen or so meters?—  
 
A: Well, you know, I have to say that this density of population was considerable, meaning, 

you know, not every two-three meters, but every, every dozen or more someone was 
sitting somewhere, you know, against this wall, on was lying on the sidewalk. The same 
with old people. I am not even talking about density of people, because after all, I was 
entering buildings, you now, and there the density was horrible. You know there were 
many people living in one room.   

 
Q: So you were also in apartments, yes? 
 
A: Yes, of course. 
 
Q: Perhaps you remember something special from this— 
 
A: Stench. 
 
Q: Stench. Of what exactly? 
 
A: You know, there were simply too many people. Density of people was so horrible that 

it’s hard to imagine and at the same time they didn’t get any, you know, detergents, there 
was some grey soap only, you know. 

 
Q: Mhmm. 
 
A: You know, I can tell you an incident, whenever we went to the ghetto, we always had so–

called “steel ration” hidden somewhere in the clothes so in case we got caught, we had 
some sandwich to last for two three days.  .   

 
Q: In case Jewish police caught you? 
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A: Yes Jewish police or Germans. And you know, there was this unwritten law that when we 
were exiting, you know, from the ghetto, we would give it to Jewish children. 

 
[01:] 21:08:02 – [01:] 25:13:01 
22:00 – 26:15  

 
A: And I don’t remember when, but it wasn’t at the beginning, no, not at the beginning. I am 

giving my “steel ration” of food, you know to this emaciated Jewish child and I didn’t 
even manage to walk away two meters when a grownup man came and took it away from 
this child. But I am saying that not to speak badly about this grownup, I am saying that to 
simply show what hunger can make of people, because there was a horrible hunger, you 
know, those people really didn’t have anything to eat. 

 
Q: Some other drastic or not drastic incidents which would show the atmosphere of the 

ghetto, something that you specifically remember from those trips to the ghetto. 
 
A: You know, next incident, when they were liquidating small ghetto, I did, you know, 

witness how a mother with two children in her arms jumped, you know from the roof.  
 
Q: Try to describe it somehow, meaning—  
 
A: Well— 
 
Q: Were you in your apartment at this time? 
 
A: I was in my apartment.  
 
Q: With the window facing the ghetto? 
 
A: And I was looking out of the window and you know Germans were setting fire to the 

buildings, from, from the first floor. And those people, Germans didn’t tell people to 
leave these buildings, you know. And those people, as I imagine, must have gone higher 
and higher. And later, I see that, that there are people on the roof—  

 
Q: A lot of people? 
 
A: Well, quite a few, you know— 
  
Q: How many, more or less? 
 
A: Well around 15-20, it’s hard for me to say how many exactly, but more or less, a group of 

people.   
 
Q: Do you remember which house it was or—  
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A: A corner house, when I was living on Żelazna Street, corner of Pańska Street on the 
Aryan side, it was the opposite house, you know— 

 
Q: Żelazna Street, corner of Pańska on the Jewish side. 
 
A: On the side of small ghetto, because it was so-called small ghetto. And you know, and 

they found themselves on the top and you know, and she was with children, holding them 
by these, but there was no escape, you know.   

 
Q: You mean the flames were coming up? 
 
A: Well, already, you know, the flames already, if I remember correctly it was a four story, 

four or five story house and the flames were already on the top floor, you know—    
 
Q: And, excuse me what floor were you on? 
 
A: We lived on the second floor. 
 
Q: Mhmm. 
 
A: So, you know quite high, I mean the view was rather broad. And you know, at some point 

she took these children under her arms, you know, she came to the edge and jumped.  
 
Q: On this side from which you were looking? 
 
A: Yes, yes. 
 
Q: And did you see— 
 
A: But of course she fell on the side of the ghetto. 
 
Q: And did you see how she was falling? 

A: I saw how she was falling, yes.  
 
Q: And how she hit the ground and— 
 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: And she didn’t move anymore? 

A: Well, no I mean, you know, it was such a sight, when one falls down with the children, 
that I didn’t even look when, when, I didn’t see this moment when she hit the asphalt, 
because you know, I imagine that it was something terrifying. 

 
Q: But you saw the entire scene? 
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A: I saw the entire scene how she was falling, yes. You know, I will not forget this scene till 
the end of my life. Other people also jumped, but this was already, you know, this was 
without children, they were alone— 

 
Q: And in front of your eyes? 
 
A: In front of my eyes, yes. 
 
Q: All of them jumped from this roof? 
 
A: Well, no. But several people jumped. And some hid and they probably burned. You 

know, one needs a lot of determination to jump. Those people lived through horrible 
things. Really, things beyond description. 

   
[01:] 25:13:01 – [01:] 28:00:08 
26:15 – 29:09 

 
Q: This was already a moment of liquidation of the small ghetto, yes? 
 
A: Yes. Yes, this was when they were liquidating, there was an Uprising, you know, Jews 

were defending themselves. Even Russians, from what I remember my father said, 
Russians organized an air raid, you know, they simply wanted, as my father said, what I 
remember, they were dropping small bombs to scare away, to chase away these guards 
who were guarding the ghetto. The point was to give these people a possibility to escape. 
But, you know, their aiming was such that these bombs fell on Grójecka Street, near 
Narutowicz Square and it far away from, from this. But I was there, I saw the holes after 
these bombs, because one of my uncles lived on Niemcewicz Street and on that day my 
mother sent me to him for something and I saw these holes, you know, made by these 
bombs.   

 
Q: And from the liquidation of the ghetto, besides this jumping from the roof, do remember 

any other details? 
 
A: I mean, you know, I saw how they were escorting them, in groups, with guards...    
 
Q: And who was escorting them? 
 
A: Germans, Germans. 
 
Q: Only Germans? 
 
A: Germans, Germans. Probably only Germans, you know. But I don’t know where they 

were taking them; obviously there were some gathering points. 
 
Q: Did you see the gate to the ghetto from your window as well? 
 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



RG50*4880139  6/19/2002  13 
 

A: No, I didn’t see it from my window, no, no.  
 
Q: So you saw that they were taking them somewhere. 
 
A: Yes, they were, they were simply driving them somewhere. 
 
Q: And how did it look like? 
 
A: Well, you know, they were gathering them into rows, I don’t know, four or how many 

people in a row and like that— 
 
Q: You mean, it was already after this scene of jumping from the roof, it was already 

liquidation, yes? 
 
A: Yes, yes. 
 
Q: And did Germans beat them during this march, or I don’t know, or did they simply 

walk—  
 
A: No, you know, I don’t remember, perhaps it didn’t stick in my minds, but I didn’t see 

Germans beating them, when they were escorting these rows. I mean, I am talking about 
these exact groups during the liquidation. Because otherwise, of course I saw many 
incidents when, whether they had a reason or not, they were simply beating up these 
people on the streets.  

 
Q: But you saw it from your window, or when you were going to the ghetto, or— 
 
A: Well, I saw it many times when I went to the ghetto.  
 
Q: And who was beating people on the ghetto territory? 
 
A: Germans. 
 
Q: Germans. 
 
A: Germans, yes. 
 
[01:] 28:00:08 – [01:] 31:55:08 
29:09 – 33:14 

 
Q: Some more drastic scenes, do you remember specific beatings, or I don’t know, some 

cases of severe beatings? 
 
A: I mean, you know, I saw several time how a man was beaten up, only I, I didn’t come 

close and I didn’t show interest. Because, in general, if such situation occurred, one tried 
to be as far as possible from this situation.  
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Q: Mhmm. 
 
A: You know, but it’s a matter of course that they tortured these people there. 
 
Q: And did you see, let’s go back to this jumping from the roof, did you see what they did 

with these bodies later? 
 
A: No. 
 
Q: No? 
 
A: Most likely they cleaned them up, but I didn’t see it.  
 
Q: Mhmm. Do you remember any details connected with perse…well, with the annihilation 

of Jews, which, some incidents which would stay in your memory and which you didn’t 
mention? Did you, I don’t know, did you see any bodies on the ghetto territory, we 
already talked about it, yes, you saw killed Jews lying on this—What else do you 
remember 

 
A: You know, really one can repeat the same things, because I saw these bodies, you know, 

this poverty, all the time, every time when I went to the ghetto I saw such sights.    
 
Q: Mhmm. 
 
A: And from the perspective of time, because now it’s 90, excuse me, 2002, and we are 

talking about [19]42, [19]43, right— 
 
Q: 60 yeras ago. 
 
A: Yes. But, you know, after all I was a child, but I will not forget these sights till the end of 

my life. All that I, you know, saw there. But it was all simply repeating itself—  
 
Q:  And did you perhaps witness hiding of Jews, or the presence of some Jews on the Aryan 

side? 
 
A: No, I didn’t witness that, but I witnessed a following scene. Also when they were 

liquidating small ghetto, you know, that—because this lid, or however it’s called, from 
the sewage was on our side. And during the afternoon, if I remember correctly, suddenly 
somebody lifted this lid and a man came out, you know. He stood on the Aryan side and 
had a gun in his hand. And some, it’s hard for me to say, but about 50 meters from this 
place, a German guard was walking in the direction of Chłodna. And this man who came 
out of this canal had his gun pointed more or less in the direction of this German. And 
this German, when he saw it, he stopped and, but this man wasn’t escaping though the 
sidewalk was right there. 
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[01:] 31:55:08 – [01:] 36:10:12 
33:14 – 37:40  

 
Q: What street was it? 
 
A: Żelazna.  
 
Q: In the direction of Pańska, yes? 
 
A: In the direction of Pańska. And it would be enough, because it was in the afternoon, so 

people were walking on the sidewalks. He just stands and this German stood for a while 
and step by step started approaching this man who came out of the canal. It was obvious 
that he was Jewish. And you know, and he was standing motionless with this gun. And 
after some time, this German approached him, hit him in the hand with the butt end of his 
rifle and knocked out his gun. I asked my father, because I told him this story of what I 
saw and asked why was he standing like that, why didn’t he escape. My father explained 
to me, of course as far as he could guess, that most likely this man was in the canals for a 
long time and he simply couldn’t see, either lost his sight or was blinded by the light, you 
know. It was, you know, horrifying in its symbolism, because in such situation one would 
usually start running.  

 
Q: So he stood and that one came to him and knocked his gun out of his hand— 
 
A: That one, yes. 
 
Q: And what did he do with him later? 
 
A: Well he took him away, of course. He beat him up a little and took him away. But it’s 

true, because, you know, during the Uprising, I walked some distance in the canals, not 
very far. And when we came out, I also had a moment, when I had trouble seeing. But 
you know, it was a moment.  

 
Q: Mhmm. 
 
A: So most likely my father was right, that this man spent a lot of time in a canal, probably 

hiding and he came out and couldn’t see anything, to be succinct. Because in a normal 
situation he would escape. And this German no, he stopped dead, when he saw, he didn’t 
take off his rifle, nothing was happening, you understand. 

 
Q: And you were watching it also from the window? 
 
A: And I was watching from the window, and it made me—this situation simply made me 

think, you know.  
 
Q: And any other incidents concerning, I mean already on the Aryan side, did you see any 

other Jews maybe running away after the liquidation of the ghetto?  
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A: I mean, you know, once I witnessed this scene, on the Aryan side, that, that somebody 

started yelling „Jew, Jew, Jew,” you know. And a policeman came and came up to this 
man, took him into the gate of some building, and later took him away somewhere. I 
suppose it was some kind of, you know—   

 
Q: And was it still before the liquidation, or—  
 
A: I mean no, the ghetto was still in existence. There was also, I witnessed such— 
 
Q: This time, on the street, as I understand? 
 
A: Yes. I don’t know if he was Jewish or not, only this fellow was screaming “Jew, Jew, 

Jew” and— 
 
Q: And as I understand it was a Pole who was screaming? 
 
A: A Pole, yes, unfortunately. I mean, most likely because he spoke normal Polish. 
 
Q: So he showed to the policeman, yes? 
 
A: Yes.  
 
Q: A Polish policeman, meaning a blue one, or— 
 
A: Blue one, yes.  
 
Q: And he took him into this building gate and what happened next? 
 
A: And later he took him out and took him away somewhere. I am guessing to the police 

station, but I didn’t follow them, I didn’t check.  
 
Q: After the liquidation you haven’t seen any more Jews? 
 
A: No. No.. 
 
Q: In the Uprising also—  
 
A: They weren’t in the Uprising. I mean, at least I haven’t encountered any. 
 
Q: During the Uprising you were somewhere in this region, right 
 
A: I was in Śródmieście [the district of Warsaw located in the city center]. 
 
Q: Did you fight in the Uprising? 
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A: All the time in Śródmieście. All the time, yes 
 

File 2 of 2 
 

00:00 – 12:41 

[02:] 00:09:13 – [02:] 03:00:06 
00:00 – 02:59 

 
Q: I also wanted to ask you, when you were going to the ghetto through these rain gutters, 

do you remember names, any contacts on that side, people where you stopped, whom you 
were giving the merchandise, some concrete people? 

   
A: I mean, no, I don’t remember. It was so many years ago, you know, I simply didn’t pay 

much attention to it. You know, I had this first contact, as I already said, that this 
gentleman, this Jew, the whole family, had a grocery store on Pańska Street, where my 
mother sometimes sent me to get groceries. And my father found out, I don’t know how, 
where they lived on Śliska Street. I remember that they were living in this attic, you 
know, and speaking parenthetically, there were a lot of pigeons in their apartment. When 
I took this food there for the first time, and then I started going there and he was simply 
distributing this food. But I don’t remember, you know, I didn’t pay attention. I 
remember this store from Pańska Street. They were very nice people, mom would always 
send me there and he, you know, made notes, I never paid cash. Once a month my mom 
went there and paid the bill, so I knew these people. 

 
Q: From before the ghetto, yes? 
 
A: Yes, before ghetto, still before the war. But I can’t point…say what their names were 

because I simply don’t remember. 
 
[02:]03:00:06 – [02:] 05:58:10 
02:59 – 06:04 

 
Q: And did it happen to you to stay in the ghetto for a little longer, to spend a night there, 

or— 
 
A: I spent two nights there, but in the factory. In this part of the factory I was telling you 

about. 
 
Q: Yes, this— 
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A: I simply didn’t live with Jews. That time I couldn’t get out of the ghetto, because the car 
was supposed to come and didn’t come and you know, I stayed in the part of the factory 
on the ghetto side.    

 
Q: Legally, as I understand, your father— 
 
A: I mean, you know legally in some sense, because— 
 
Q: I mean, yes, yes. 
 
A: Yes.  
 
Q: And did the Jews work in this factory? 
 
A: No, no. In this part, in the ghetto— 
 
Q: Which was located— 
 
A: No. 
 
Q: So who worked? 
 
A: Poles. 
 
Q: Poles? 
 
A: Poles worked and they were transported everyday from this part of the factory, through 

Chłodna, to the other part of the factory.  
 
Q: And perhaps your father, since he had this pass to this, and he was in the ghetto often, as I 

understand, not only in the factory, but he could also be further away from it — 
 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Did he tell you about some special incidents? 
 
A: Perhaps, most likely he told me, but I simply don’t remember. In any case, I can tell you 

that my father felt very deeply for the Jewish population and he said that they were trying 
to help them within their means. Because these workers who were delivered there, you 
know, they would always take something, they were giving something to these Jews. 

 
Q: Polish workers? 
 
A: Polish workers, yes. My father was a production manager and you know, this is the only 

thing I can—I am sure told me more things, but don’t remember anymore. 
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[cut in the tape]  

A: From what I know, simply before the war, when I was going to greet my father at the 
factory, as a child— 

[interference in the tape]  

Q: And this canal, this opening in the wall, through which you and your friends were going, 
is it possible that it was also used by Jewish boys to get to the Aryan side?  

 
A: No. We were trying many times to talk various Jewish boys into it— 
 
[interference in the tape] 

A: No. Because we were often telling Jewish children to, to cross. I don’t know, it’s 
incomprehensible to me, but they wouldn’t agree. 

[02:] 05:58:10 – [02:] 08:16:19  
06:04 – 08:28 

 
A: But of course we couldn’t, at least I couldn’t provide them with any care on the Aryan 

side. I couldn’t guarantee it. But there were ways to get out of the ghetto. There were. 
 
Q: Besides, besides this opening as well? 
 
A: Yes. Of course, yes. 
 
Q: What for example? 
 
A: Well different kinds, because I could cross by these canals. And I know, I personally did 

not offer, but I know that my friends for example, some went through canals, older ones 
in particular. Through canals to ghetto. Because they already couldn’t fit in these 
openings. 

 
Q: Mhmm. 
 
A: They had their routes, and still nothing, you know. There wasn’t a [proper] atmosphere, I 

don’t know, I have an impression that these people simply accepted their fate. Or they 
didn’t believe in annihilation, but believed that it’s only a matter of time and that they 
will survive. I think this is where it came from. But I have to admit that I simply never 
thought about it. In any case, I tried to talk these boys into it several times, and you know, 
I didn’t manage to convince them. But I didn’t have means to hide them, I couldn’t, I 
couldn’t do it without my parent’s consent, and they didn’t agree, because they—we 
lived in the center of the city— 
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Q: Sir, also, you were already talking about what you saw from this window and, as I 
remember, the density of population was this characteristic of the ghetto, something that 
you noticed right away, correct?  

A: Yes, it was— 

Q: And I also wanted to ask you, perhaps I am troubling you too much with my questions, 
but for example, how did this life look like from the perspective of this window? Did it 
differ from winter to summer, did the change of seasons cause any difference in this 
life—  

A: You know, naturally in winter there were less people on those streets, less movement on 
the surface, because most of the people tried to secure for themselves warmer 
surroundings, within their possibilities. When it was cold everybody was sitting at home. 
But only this. But you know people also sat, lied down on the streets, those already very 
weak— 

[02:] 08:16:19 – [02:] 11:13:17 
08: 28 – 11:33 
 

Q: Even in winter, yes? 

A: Yes. 

Q: In the last phase, yes? 

A: Yes, of course. 

Q: And did you see any actions of Jewish police from your window?  

A: No. 

Q: Any actions? 

A: No, I didn’t see. 

Q: And during your visits to the ghetto some drastic scenes, which—  

A: No. 

Q: In which Jewish police would take place— 

A: No, no. You know, I am omitting some kind of shouts, pushing, something like that. That 
happened but you can consider it as a serious problem. 

Q: I also wanted to ask you at the end, thought it really doesn’t belong to our subject, but can 
you tell us about your experiences from Warsaw Uprising. I mean, I said it’s besides our 
subject because, as you know, we are making a film about Jewish annihilation and, as I 
understand, you haven’t encountered any Jews during the Uprising. 

A: No. No. Besides that, you know, I was wounded by shrapnel from the bomb in my hand, 
my chest and my leg. At the beginning of the Uprising on August 14th—  

Q: In what place? 

A: In Śródmieście, you know, more or less here, in the vicinity of Chmielna. I was passing 
by and the bomb, Germans dropped the bomb. Now—  
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Q: Excuse me, in your neighborhood? 

A: Yes, now it is more or less a corner of Aleje (Jerozolimskie) and Żelazna, where this 
electric train, EKD, is located. Now there is this house IKEA or something like that, you 
know. It’s around there. So I got hit by three shrapnel, in my leg, my chest, and my hand, 
but my hand was pierced through. So I came back home— 

Q: By yourself? 

A: By myself, yes. And, you know, I was placed in the basement and I haven’t left it really 
till the end of the Uprising—   

Q: Till— 

A: Yes. I was simply weak, you know.  

Q: But they took care of your wound somehow in this basement? 

A: But, you know, they did take care of wounds, but there was no means to, you know, get 
normal medical help— 

Q: So the rest, till the capitulation of the Uprising— 

A: Practically I spent in this basement on in the building on Żelazna Street.  

Q: And what happened next? 

A: And then, after the capitulation, they loaded us, you know, because I wasn’t there alone, 
there were many wounded people there. They loaded us on this truck, on Holzras 
[Holtzras], you know, I remember there were those trucks with ovens for wood, and they 
took me, you know, out of Warsaw, in the vicinity of Grójec, village Goszczyn. 

[02:] 11:13:17 – [02:] 12:18:24 
11:33 – 12:41 
 
A: And there, in the village school, they established a health center, you know. And there 

was some medic or a doctor, it’s hard for me to say. And when he saw all this, they 
amputated my arm and I had stayed there, I don’t know, perhaps, it’s hard for me say 
now, but about three weeks in this, this, let’s call it health center. And then they checked 
me out and I was staying at this farmer there—    

Q: And where were your parents then? 

A: My parents were deported from the Uprising, you know, and my mom perished in 
Hamburg. She worked in the factory, you know, and she died during carpet bombing in 
Hamburg. And my father was deported to Germany and, on the territory of present 
Poland, near Złotowo, they escaped from the train car, five of them escaped, you know. 
And he was hiding in the forests till the liberation. In the forests around Złotów, 
Wałczów, on those territories, I remember.  

Q: Did he survive? 

A: He survived. Yes, survived. 

Q: Thank you very much. 

A: Thank you. 
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