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Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Maria Świerczek, describes, in detail, the extermination of the Jewish 
population in her native town of Jodłowa, (in present-day Poland)—executed by-and-large in one 
day, as well as other inhumane treatment and killings of Jews during World War II. She narrates 
how her family saved and hid a Jewish family until the war was over and how their friendly 
relationship continued after the war.  
 
 
[01:] 00:10:00 – [01:] 02:29:25 
 
The witness Maria Świerczek was born February 10, 1928; during the war, she lived with her 
family in Jodłowa, in the county of Tarnów, which she describes as a Jewish-Polish small town, 
where the Jews had their synagogue and were very integrated in town life, until the German 
army occupied the town and region during World War II. 
 
[01:] 00:02:30:00 – [01:] 03:53:25 
 
She specifies that Jews were not isolated previous to the German invasion; Polish and Jewish 
children went to school together; she notes that after the Germans closed the schools, Polish 
children continued their education in Jewish households; she witnessed Germans taking Jewish 
men to a frozen pond, where they were forced to strip naked, and dive numerous times through 
holes of the frozen pond, in temperatures of -35˚C (-31˚F); on other occasions they took Jewish 
men to the marketplace and shaved them by force. 
 
[01:] 03:54:00 – [01:] 06:37:25 
 
She describes the tragedy of August 14, 1942, when Germans surrounded the town and ordered 
the Jews to pack their belongings, telling them they are being relocated; recalls how the Germans 
collected the belongings and transported them to an unknown location; the Jews were grouped 
into fours and forced to march; children and elderly were transported by cars, and the whole 
group was directed towards the forest Przerzyce [Przeczyce]; describes naked Jews lining in 
front of a ditch filled with liquid lime (calcium oxide) and shot; specifies the Germans thrust the 
bodies into the ditch, whether the victims were dead or just wounded, and that they proceeded 
with the murder to the last person. 
 
[01:] 06:38:00 – [01:] 08:53:25 
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She specifies that the Jews were naked, that she and her brother had followed the Germans and 
observed the massacre from a hill, just about a hundred meters away, and that her brother used 
binoculars; she tells the story of the Jewish man Keszko who ran away into the shrubs and came 
to her father Leon, naked, and was given food and a hiding place until the end of the war; she 
specifies that the townspeople knew, but that nobody betrayed them. 
 
[01:] 08:54:00 – [01:] 14:51:25 
 
She describes how the next day (August 15, 1942), she and her girlfriends were walking through 
the forest to a church party and decided to visit the ditch; details the horror of the site, filled with 
loud moans and hisses coming from the lime, and the sight of people with chemical-burned eyes 
and faces; she details that the pit was about 5 meters by 8 meters, but deep; that there must have 
been 180 people killed, and that these were the remaining Jews of the town who had not been 
killed or had not fled previously; she says the Germans used machine guns, but does not know 
what happened with the clothing, but thinks that the Germans took it with them in the cars. 
 
[01:] 14:52:00 – [01:] 17:09:25 
 
She describes a murderous incident; she was pasturing her father’s cows and witnessed the 
shooting of a young Jewish man in hiding named Szymek; the Germans roughly buried the body 
in her family’s field; specifies that after the mass execution there were no visible Jews left, but 
that some were hiding. 
 
[01:] 17:10:00 – [01:] 24:46:25 
 
She narrates the story of the Jewish family Paryser, whose father was a close friend of her 
father; she recalls that the former traded with wood and his wife had a clothing store; they had 
two children Rosa and Janek [John]; she relates that the day before the August massacre, a 
Polish policeman from Łupin warned the Paryser family of the impending round-up; the family 
came to them to hide; they hid the family in the attic while they excavated a bunker underneath 
the barn where the family would hide; describes that from time to time, the Paryser family 
moved to other families, such as Porębski family who previously worked for the Parysers, 
hoping that by this irregularity they would minimize the risk for everyone and that during those 
times, her father would help nourish both families; the Gestapo searched their house three times 
without finding the Paryser family; narrates that as the Paryser family was hiding in the town 
Żurów, they were arrested and held in the Polish sentry station; the Paryser father had a knife, 
with which he managed to move the bricks in the wall, creating a hole through which the family 
escaped; the Paryser family came back to the Świerczek’s house where they remained for the 
rest of the war; describes their relations, how she would share her school notes every night with 
Janek, so he could continue his education; life became difficult and she and her sister had to 
grind wheat manually to make flour to feed the two families; sometimes she would forego her 
food portion for Janek; details that the Paryser family could not aid financially, because they 
had hidden their money in their house which was burned down with all their belongings; states 
that after the war the Paryser family moved to Wrocław and then emigrated to California; in the 
beginning, during the Communist takeover, their contact was little, but after the Cold War they 
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took up regular correspondence, which culminated in a collective film project on the Holocaust, 
thanks to the finances of Californian organizations. 
 
[01:] 24:47:00 – [01:] 26:12:25 
 
She describes other instances of maltreatment of Jews; Jews were forced to wear armbands with 
a star and Germans often stopped bearded Jewish men on the street and ripped off their facial 
hair and/or slapped them. 
 
[01:] 26:13:00 – [01:] 30:29:25 
 
[She shows different honorary diplomas, which were bestowed on her family by the Israeli 
government in recognition for their actions to save Jews; including the honorary Israeli 
citizenship that she gained in 1994.]  
 
She narrates the emotional event of meeting the Paryser family in a conference for people who 
saved Jews during the Holocaust and describes their film project named “Świadectwo Triumfu” 
(“Witness to Triumph”) named after those who survived. 
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