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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Józef Gofron, born November 1, 1924, remembers life as a resident during 
World War II in his hometown of Szczurowa. He discusses the deportation of the local Jewish 
population in 1941. He mentions that a few Jews found hiding places in his neighborhood. He 
later speaks about the murders of the local Sinti and Roma. 
 
 
[01:] 00:55:00 – [01:] 09:29:25 
 
Józef remembers life before the war; explains that the population in his town was predominately 
Polish, with approximately 15–20 Jewish families; explains that there was a settlement where 
approximately 20–30 Sinti and Roma families lived; explains that the Jews in his village 
generally worked in business; mentions that some Jews did work in farming and agriculture; 
explains that the Sinti and Roma worked predominately as musicians; points out that there was 
no conflict between the different ethnic groups, and the relationships between the groups prior to 
the war were good; explains how at the beginning of the war many German-Jewish families 
migrated to Szczurowa; discusses how in September of 1941 the relocation of the Jews into 
ghettos began; mentions how the “Judenrat” was also established at that time; mentions that a 
few Jews succeeded in finding places to hide in the countryside; mentions several examples of 
Jews who found hiding places: Józef Antosz, hid by pretending to be a family member of the 
Sternlicht family, and Czaja, a young woman, went and lived as household help throughout the 
war; points out that she and another Jew, Mosiek, lived with a woman named Karaś and (Czaja) 
was shot after the war. 
 
[01:] 09:30:00 – [01:] 18:29:25 
 
He remembers later that the Jews were assimilated in Szczurowa; explains that there was great 
solidarity among the local population; explains that a doctor named Kosiński financially aided a 
Jew named Mośka; explains that many ethnic Germans, Volksdeutsche, who lived in the area 
provided the German army with information about the resistance and the whereabouts of Jews; 
explains that this provided many denunciations; mentions that Karaś, who was a part of the 
underground resistance, was betrayed and later executed; explains that the execution of the Sinti 
and Roma took place at the hands of the police commander in Grąbosźow, Dabrowsko-
Tarmowski and Albert Gebber Guzdek; explains that the Sinti and Roma settlement was 
guarded by police and that the people from the settlement were later brought to a cemetery by a 
horse-drawn carriage; explains that once at the cemetery first the men, then the women, then the 
children and elderly were all shot; mentions that in total around 90 people were murdered; 
explains that the police guarded the cemetery while Guzdek shot all of the prisoners; explains 
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that he did not see the execution, only heard them; remembers some of the people who were 
transported out of the village: a Pole named Rowienski, who was married to a Roma woman, 
along with his wife and son; says Ludwike Cioruń and two elderly people were also transported 
out; explains that the mayor, Sulma, and a police commander from Szczurowa sat with a group 
of prisoners until they were set free. 
 
[01:] 18:30:00 – [01:] 26:00:25 
 
He remembers the site of the murders and later the common grave that the victims were buried 
in; mentions that the local population was shocked by the incident; says that the police 
commander Guzdek was psychologically unstable; mentions that other people were also 
murdered by him; explains that not long after that incident people from the underground 
resistance were murdered. 
 
[01:] 26:01:00 – [01:] 32:50:25 
 
He remembers that a few Jews in Wola were later arrested and brought to the police commander 
Jon, who shot them; mentions that nearby a round-up took place that was led by the firemen; 
explains that the goal of the raid was to arrest a group of thieves; explains that during the raid 
they were surprised to find a Jew who was hiding in the area; explains that the group was 
brought to a Polish policeman who then shot them and that the Jew was shot with them; 
mentions that the Jewish man had been hiding with his son and how the son somehow was not 
found and arrested during the round-up; mentions that he [Gofron] and another fireman left the 
community shortly thereafter so he does not know what happened with the son who remained in 
hiding; explains that at the end of the war no Jews came back to Szczurow; explains that years 
later he saw a woman who had lived in the Sinti and Roma settlement who as a child survived 
the war. 
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