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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Stanisław Ochman, born on April 14, 1921, in Zduńska Wola, talks about 
his experiences in his native town during World War II. He focuses on the Jewish ghetto in 
Zduńska Wola, on his different assignments in the ghetto, and on the mass execution of the 
Jews who were forced to live there. In addition, he mentions his friends from the ghetto and 
shows the site of execution.  
 
 
[01:] 00:30:00 – [01:] 10:30:59 
 
He gives his full name, date and place of birth; mentions working for a butcher, later for a 
German for whom he was running errands; remembers his getting two horses from the 
Germans; mentions working at the mill, transporting flour and grain, also to the ghetto; 
mentions four Jews, his friends, working with him at the mill; comments on the Jewish police 
officer Mendel [Mendl]; describes standing up for his Jewish friend when Mendel was 
beating him up; discusses his working at a shoe factory; remembers gallows being built at the 
ghetto; describes a Jewish friend asking him for a sack of flour; discusses his smuggling that 
sack to the ghetto; mentions getting hundred marks in gratitude for the flour and one litre of 
spirits. 
  
[01:] 10:31:00 – [01:] 20:30:59 
 
He remembers Germans beating Jews; talks about the mass execution of Jews and their mass 
graves; describes digging a big hole, a mass grave for Jews from the ghetto; mentions how the 
Jews were forced to gather at the execution site; remembers the gathering of adults, children, 
and sick Jews; remembers taking the sick and elderly Jews to the place on his wagon by 
German order; mentions surviving Jews who tried to escape from the pit being thrown back; 
describes Germans forcing Jews to throw bodies of other Jews into the grave; remembers 
Germans executing Jews by shooting them; describes the burial of  bodies of dead and still 
living Jews in a mass grave; he gives the number of Jews killed as forty or fifty; remembers 
the execution lasting a couple of hours during the day; remembers the ground still moving 
after burying the Jews from the ghetto. 
  
[01:] 20:31:00 – [01:] 25:49:59 
 
He mentions that the execution was the end of the ghetto; remembers not seeing any Jews in 
Zduńska Wola after the execution; talks about Mendel; describes his coming back to Zduńska 
Wola after the war and thinking that he was someone important. 
  
[01:] 25:50:00 – [01:] 36:20:00 
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[Showing the place of the execution, a cemetery surrounded by a fence with a brick wall and 
a big entrance area:] he describes the execution one more time in the exact same way he did 
before. 
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