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Box 1, Tape 1 
 
 
In this interview, Jacek Ossowski, born in 1929 and a lifelong resident of Lublin, Poland, 
describes events that occurred during World War II in his hometown. He describes the 
executions of local Jews as well as some major impressions of Majdanek camp.  
 
 
[01:] 00:58:19 – [01:] 03:00:11 
 
Jacek Ossowski begins by explaining he was born July of 1929, in the Old Town of Lublin; 
remembers that in the start of the war the local Jews were beaten; describes that while living 
on Jezucika Street they had big garden ending at Podwale Street; says that on the other side 
of the street there was a bishop’s office’s and when the Germans arrived there, they took 
Jewish people to help them; recalls memories of seeing Jewish people standing along the wall 
and noticing how they groaned from being beaten by the Germans.  
 
[01:] 03:00:12 – [01:] 10:19:04 
 
He says that about 80 percent of his school friends were Jewish; remembers that in the house 
next to his in the Old Town there lived a dentist with twins; remembers the day they were 
deported—some of their clothes and belongings were burned in the garden, and some were 
taken by the Germans; says they were deported to Majdanek; recalls knowing that human 
bodies were being burned when he would see smoke from Majdanek; says his first love, 
Stysia, was Jewish and remembers when they were taking her to Majdanek; says he went to 
Grodzka Street and saw her whole family waiting to be deported; recalls his house was 
designated to be in the ghetto area, and his family was given two hours to move out; says Mr. 
Wolberg, who was living at 17 Krakowskie Street, came to their house and offered an 
exchange: Ossowski and his family moved to 17 Krakowskie Street, and Mr. Wolberg to 
Jezuicka Street; says the borders of the ghetto changed and their house on Jezuicka was not 
included—the border went through the Grodzka Street and down Rybna Street. 
 
[01:] 10:19:05 – [01:] 14:53:15 
 
Ossowski says he would sometimes go the Grodzka gate of the ghetto to buy Jewish bagels, 
but that it was illegal; recalls the liquidation of the ghetto: at the end of the Grodzka Street, 
close to the post office, everyone in the ghetto waited to be taken away to the camp; says that 
on Zielona Street there was a German police office where they were hurrying people to leave 
their belongings and to get onto the wagons; says he watched from a window where he lived 
on 17 Krakowskie Street, or would walk to see the events; recalls an event that was close to 
the Krakowskie Gate: a German was walking with three Jews and a few minutes later, he saw 
the Jews lying in a puddle of blood.  
 
[01:] 14:53:16 – [01:] 20:08:11 

http://collections.ushmm.org 
Contact reference@ushmm.org for further information about this collection

 
This is a verbatim transcript of spoken word. It is not the primary source, and it has not been checked for spelling or accuracy. 



Jeff and Toby Herr Collection 
07/09/2003 

 
He says that he did not see the actual killing, but he saw the aftermath of the Jews lying in a 
blood puddle; emphasizes that the Germans did not take the bodies, but left them there for 
half a day at the least; recalls a situation close to the post office on the Godzka Street, when 
the German and Ukrainian soldiers were looking for people in hiding: an older woman did 
not get out of the house quickly enough and they threw her through a window from the 
second floor; says they left a guard to stay and watch her die; says that he watched her from 
the street; remembers she was lying there for a while and that nobody was allowed to give her 
anything to drink or eat; says she died after few days; emphasizes the German and Ukrainian 
soldiers did not kill her, rather, they waited for her to die. 
 
[01:] 20:08:12 – [01:] 26:51:06 
 
He recalls a situation in winter: remembers seeing about ten sleighs on Podwal Street; says 
the people on the sleighs were in different unnatural positions; explains they were frozen and 
heading to Majdanek; remembers the friend of his father, Kneider, who manufactured 
perfumes, was also deported to the camp; says he and his father saw when Kneider was 
walking with a Ukrainian soldier; explains his father wanted to help Kneider so that he could 
run away, but Kneider did not want the help because his whole family died, his possessions 
have been taken, and he did not have anything to live for; recalls a time when a Jewish lady 
came to the gate of their house and asked them if she could stay at their place; says when they 
went to give her something to eat the next morning, she was already gone. 
 
[01:] 26:51:07 – [01:] 29:04:05 
 
Ossowski uses this time to explain that they were trying to help Jewish people for as long as 
they could.  
 
[01:] 29:04:06 – [01:] 36:18:00 
 
Ossowski notes that his brother was in the underground army and had to leave sometimes for 
missions; says his brother received a letter to come to Majdanek and help prepare ditches; 
says he went instead of his brother, and his aunt instead of her son Tadeusz; remembers that 
while in Majdanek, he saw poverty, the injured, dirt, terrible conditions, prisoners waiting for 
the helpers to give them anything; says they went to a place next to a crematorium, based on 
the smoke they saw and how when they dug, they found a lot of bones; says that one of the 
soldiers was running around them and when somebody would stop digging, he shot at them. 
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