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Box 1, Tape 1 

 
 
In this interview, Czesław Klimek, a resident of the town of Kalisz, talks about his 
childhood in the neighborhood of the Kalisz ghetto at the time of the German 
occupation. He talks about the fate of the Jews living there. He focuses on the 
circumstances behind the gassing of Jews in vans. 
 
 
[01:] 01:00:00 – [01:] 05:38:59 

 

He describes his living place in Kalisz before and during World War II; gives the past 
and present street name; remembers a bakery and a dairy that belonged to the Jews 
Grynszpan and Lachman; describes himself jobbing as a delivery boy for the 
bakery; remembers the name of his Jewish friend; comments on Polish-Jewish 
relations in his neighborhood before the outbreak of the war; discusses the large 
number of Jewish families living on his street; talks about Jewish families being a 
majority in his housing; comments on his parents cleaning a nearby synagogue to 
supplement family’s income; remembers trying to get to know what is on the site of 
the synagogue nowadays; confirms his own being brought up in a mixed cultural 
environment. 

 

[01:] 05:39:00 – [01:] 10:42:19 

 

He talks about the change of the Jewish residents’ situation after the war broke out; 
mentions a transit camp established for the residents of the town and surroundings; 
describes the arrest and imprisonment of a Polish family living in his house; 
comments on his not paying attention to the inmates’ nationality at that time; 
describes the location of the ghetto in his immediate neighborhood; talks about 
himself and other Polish children buying products in the ghetto that were unavailable 
elsewhere; comments on the prohibition for the Jews to leave the ghetto; remembers 
the Jewish supervisor of the ghetto; talks about his son secretly tutoring outside the 
ghetto; discusses the Jews being under the guard’s supervision only on their way to 
work outside the ghetto; talks about the Jewish police and describes them wearing 
special armbands and having no weapons. 
 
[01:] 10:42:20 – [01:] 21:07:59 
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He talks about the deportations of the old and the ill people from the ghetto in a gas 
van; discusses the behavior of the German military police and the behavior of the 
deportees’ families; comments on the Jews and Poles being aware of the actual 
purpose of the van; analyzes sources of that knowledge; discusses the frequency of 
the deportations; describes the body of the gas van; reckons the number of deportees 
with each deportation; remembers himself and other children watching the 
deportations; describes a cargo compartment’s interior; discusses the number of 
arrivals he witnessed; mentions the Jew named Lajzer [Leiser]; remembers him 
coming everyday to his mother and giving tip offs about planned deportations; 
comments on the way people were getting through the ghetto’s fence; talks about the 
existence of the list announcing names and the dates of planned deportations; 
discusses once again the German military police’s behavior towards the deportees and 
the Jewish families’ reactions to this behavior; mentions a conversation with his sister 
memorizing the day of the ghetto’s liquidation; gives the names of other Polish 
children he was spending time with; he talks about the gassed Jews being buried in 
the woods nearby Kalisz; comments on the Poles being assigned to fill up the pits. 

 

[01:] 21:08:00 – [01:] 26:48:00 

 

He talks about the liquidation of the ghetto; comments on the German military 
police’s behavior, restrictions on Jewish luggage, and transport from the ghetto to the 
railway station in Kalisz; answers the question on whether there were any Jews living 
in hiding after the liquidation of the ghetto; discusses moving poor non-Jewish 
residents of the town to the former buildings of the ghetto; remembers seeing the 
Jewish siblings on the one of the Kalisz streets after the war; mentions the Jews being 
brought to Kalisz after the liquidation of the ghetto; discusses his looking for his 
previously hidden money to pay the Germans for his release; talks about his wife’s 
mother being shot down by the Germans. 
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