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Box 1, Tape 1 

 
 
In this interview, Ryszard Chodur talks about his wartime experiences in Sobkόw during 
the time of German occupation of Poland. He discusses Jewish life before the war and his 
witnessing the execution of Jews. In addition, he gives some information about Polish 
partisan organizations and concentrates on the actions of the collaborationist police, the 
Navy-Blue Police in Sobków. 
 
 
[01:] 00:45:08 – [01:] 04:43:03 
 
He mentions that he was eight years old when World War II broke out; says that in those 
days just a few thousand inhabitants were living in Sobków; comments that 50 percent of 
the population of Sobków was of Jewish origin and the other 50 percent Catholic; 
remembers his Jewish friend whose name was Berek [Perek]; mentions that the Jews 
had a synagogue which was torn down during the war by the Germans; remembers that 
there was a tailor living close to the synagogue; mentions that the tailor and his son were 
shot by the Navy-Blue Police in 1943. 
 
[01:] 04:43:04 – [01:] 09:08:11 
 
He explains that there were no conflicts between the Polish people and the Jews before 
the war; remembers that barter was very common – the Jews helped the Polish people 
when they ran out of money, and the Polish farmers, on the other hand, gave them 
foodstuff and dairy products; describes that life changed in 1941 because until 1940 the 
Germans made use of the Jews; explains that the Jews were of particular value in Sobków 
because they ran the most important stores and had everything the farmers needed. 
 
[01] 09:08:12 – [01:] 18:12:08 
 
He says that in 1941 the Jews were getting afraid and began to tell that something 
horrible would happen; says that when the Germans were in Belarus they proclaimed 
who was responsible for the murder in Katyń; remembers that Kałżyński, his teacher at 
primary school, as well as Jędrek Przybyszewski, his cousin’s husband, were also killed 
in Katyń; emphasizes that he found out about this from the magazine Nowy Czas; 
explains that a ghetto was built in Jędrzejów later; according to him, the Jews were very 
well informed and knew who was going to be taken away next by the Germans, and so 
they tried to buy themselves off; he saw with his own eyes how two Germans came into 
the village and started to put women and children onto carriages; tells that they were 
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brought to Jędrzejów and from there to Treblinki; says that the Jews gave away all their 
personal goods to their neighbors, because they had the feeling that they will never come 
back again; says that nobody did escort them to the carriages; remembers that someone 
said that they should run away, but the Jews answered that they have no place where they 
could go to; comments that there was a handful of Jews in hiding, but in 1943 the Navy-
Blue Police came and took them away; stresses that he does exactly know when that 
happened, because on January 16, 1943, his father was taken to Oświęcim (Auschwitz), 
where he was shot for being a member of the Polish Home Army (AK); tells that after the 
Jews left, their houses remained empty only for a short time, because Polish people 
moved in and are still living there today. 
 
[01:] 18:12:09 – [01:] 21:10:04 
 
He describes how Polish partisan organizations developed; says when the Soviets came to 
Poland, members of such partisan organizations put on ribbons and became the militia; 
stresses that in those days it was difficult to organize such groups without telephone and 
electricity, and that is why there was just only one official partisan organization, the one 
in Świętokrzyskie Voivodeship.  
 
[01:] 21:10:05 – [01:] 30:00:09 
 
He tells that there were a lot of Polish people working for the Germans; believes that the 
worst one was Berek, who was a member of the Navy-Blue Police; Mróz was his 
commanding officer; he remembers that Mróz had two children, two boys – Zbyszek and 
Zemek – who were three years older than him and were only spending their time with the 
daughter of the mayor of Sobków whose name was Gut; says that there was a man who 
was playing the organ in the church who also had two boys, and those four boys were 
thought to be police informers; returns to the story about the tailor and his son; 
remembers that the tailor’s son was three years older than him; says that he was present 
when the tailor and his son were taken away by Berek and Mróz; remembers that the 
tailor and his son were going in the middle, Mróz on the left side, Berek on the right 
side; says that they crossed the Jewish cemetery and suddenly Mróz turned left, and 
Berek stopped, but the two Jews were not aware of that and moved on; tells that after a 
while, they heard some noise and turned round; says that he saw that the father hugged 
his son, and in the same moment Berek started to fire; remembers that they fell over after 
the second shot, and when he saw that with his own eyes, he ran away; says that he was 
following them all the way, together with other children, and was 300 meters behind 
them, when the two Jews were shot. 
 
[01:] 30:00:10 – [01:] 35:40:34 
 
He says that they were buried in the Jewish cemetery; explains that when he came to visit 
this place in 1960, he was shocked to see a bakery at the cemetery; describes the 
Christian and the Jewish cemetery and mentions the good relationship between Jews and 
Christians; says that he just remembers the first name of the two Jews shot in the 
cemetery and knows that they died after the second or third shot; says that he did not hear 
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Berek and Mróz talk to each other; comments that both of them had guns, but only 
Berek was shooting; mentions that after World War II there were investigations in this 
case, but he does not know any details; says that Berek and Mróz came from Łódź to 
Sobków and that there was a third man called Sekulski and all three came to work for the 
police in Sobków. 
   
[01:] 35:40:35 – [01:] 40:44:18 
 
He says that he knows from his mother that Mrs. Kaminer was also killed by the police; 
remembers that she was the owner of a quarry in Tokarnia; comments that his mother and 
his aunt knew the story from their neighbors; tells that she was a rich woman and wanted 
to give all her fortune in exchange for freedom; comments that after she gave away 
everything she had, she was shot by members of a pseudo-partisan organization; those 
who were thought to have shot her were also killed for collaborating with the Germans; 
remembers that a lot of people were either taken away to working camps or were taken 
directly to Oświęcim (Auschwitz). 
 
[01:] 40:44:19 – [01:] 48:21:01 
 
He comments that he did not know any Jews who were hiding in Sobków, but he heard 
about a police officer who came from Łódź and stayed there a couple of days; remembers 
that the police officer told once that he had Jews at the back of his carriage and that he 
was going to bring them to Jędrzejów; comments that the Jews were alive which means 
that they must have had a hiding place somewhere in the village or at least near the 
village; says that he does not know if they survived, because on January 16, 1945, the 
Russians came to Poland; his mother was a widow, everything was burned and so they 
decided to leave Sobków and move to Świętochłowice; mentions that it is said that a Jew 
called Warszawski from Tokarnia survived; remembers that his mother told him that two 
Jews from Sobków had also survived; says that, according to others, the two Jews moved 
to Łódź after World War II. 
 
[01:] 48:21:02 – [02:] 00:32:15 
 
[He takes a map and shows Sobków, Wierzbica, Lelusin, Wojkowiec, Tokarnia, 
Korytnica, Stanowice (the place where the tailor and his son were shot, which is between 
Sobków and Korytnica); draws the two cemeteries, Ruzycki’s house, which is the place 
where he was hiding and watching the two Jews being shot; shows where Berek (circle) 
and Mróz (square) were standing.] 
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