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Summary 
 
Lesław Jóźków, born in 1935, in Lwów (Lviv, Ukraine). His family was from Lwów.  
He describes his life during and after the war, and tough circumstances that the Jewish 
community was facing during the occupancy.   
Before and during the war, his father worked as a tanner, and his mother stayed at home and 
took care of Lesław and his brother. He remembers his mother taking trips out of the city, in 
search of food. She was exchanging whatever they had at home for food at the farms. They also 
had food ration cards, but this was never enough.   
 
He doesn't remember a lot from the first Russian occupancy since he was only six years old, but 
he remembers the German occupancy more clearly.  
The German army invaded Lwów on June 23rd, 1941, and on July 4th, Germans massacred 
Polish University Professors and their families on Wuleckie Hills.  
After the German invasion, the Jóźków family moved to an apartment on 64 Zamarstynowska 
street, and Lesław and his brother went to a Polish school. The house was right next to the 
Lwów Ghetto, which was surrounded by a fence. German and Ukrainian soldiers supervised the 
main gate and the walls. There was a tram line right next to the wall, which the Germans used 
to transport Jewish citizens from the ghetto to the Janowski camp.  
Nobody was allowed to leave the ghetto; however, at night, before the morning transports to 
the Janowski Camp, ghetto citizens were trying to save their lives and escape.  Lesław 
remembers passing by dead bodies on his way to school almost every day. The Ukrainian and 
German police were killing everybody who was trying to jump the fence. The most difficult was 
July 1944, right before the ghetto liquidation.  
 
Lesław describes Jewish cleaning crews from the ghetto, about ten people each, cleaning the 
city streets. They were supervised by the Jewish police, which was very violent, but since 
people were terrified, nobody reacted. He remembers the Commandant of the ghetto, Josik 
Grzymek, supervising one of the groups and his mother trying to stop his violence against the 
people he was managing.  
German forces hanged members of the Jewish ghetto police in the ghetto after the liquidation.  
 
In the ghetto, people were starving, and helping them was very dangerous. He saw a teenage 
boy who was killed by the Gestapo for passing food over the fence.  
He also remembers that somebody from the ghetto was hiding in their building basement for a 
couple of days, but he didn't see this person, and he does not know what happened to the man.   
 
Lesław describes his friend's father, Władysław Kantor, who gave his documents to one of his 
Jewish friends so that his friend could survive and escape to Israel.  
His mom had a good friend, Ida, who survived the ghetto and escaped during transport on her 
way to the camp. She survived with her future husband in a forest for a couple of weeks and 
came back to Lwów after the war. She and her husband had a son, and after living for some 
time in Bytom, they moved to Hamburg.   
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Lesław had many Jewish friends; some of them survived and he was able to reunite with them 
after the war.  Unfortunately, one of his good friends Joni, had to move with his family to the 
ghetto and they all died there. Another friend Staszek, whose family owned Żorża Hotel (Hotel 
George), survived and emigrated to Israel. Max Flajszer also survived and became Editor in 
Chief of "Bytom Life."  
 
He describes the German police looking for Jewish citizens on the streets or in movie theaters. 
They were checking documents and whether men were circumcised.   
The movie theater was the only entertainment allowed during the war, perhaps because of the 
German propaganda that was presented at the beginning of Polish movies, concludes Lesław. 
During the early period of German victories, the propaganda movies focused on "the German 
Army creating a new Europe." As the German Army was in retreat after several defeats, the 
message changed to "Remember of the Katyń massacre."  
Lesław's uncle, a Polish Underground Army soldier, was killed in Smolensk, but the family was 
always afraid to talk about this.  
 
After the war, the Jóźków family was forced to move West. Like many other Polish families from 
Lwów, they spent days on a cargo train to Bytom, where he spent the rest of his life. 
As an adult, he founded the "Fan Organization of Lwów and the Southeastern Borderlands in 
Bytom" and came back to Lwów many times. 
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