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Summary 
 
Zbigniew Jan Janczarski was born in 1933 in Lviv, Ukraine.  
His father’s name was Marcin Leon Slusarz, and he was a tailor and owner of a tailoring salon in 
Lviv. 
His mother’s name was Franciszka Hapner, and she was a housewife. 
He describes life in Lviv as a young boy, before the war, during the war, and after the liberation. 
 
His family was wealthy, employing a few workers, among them two Jews, who were 
experienced in sewing rabbis’ and priests’ clothes. 
At the beginning of the war the family had saved 10,000 zloty and bought an apartment house 
where they lived. 
Jews lived in peace with their neighbors. There were 11 nationalities at that time in Lviv. 
 
The capitulations of the Polish army after the Russians came in September 1939. He attended 
the Russian school where he had Jewish friends. There was no religion in school (Stalin was the 
religion) and speaking Polish was not allowed. Jews were privileged, some were members of 
NKVD (People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs). He witnessed a Jew beating a Polish person. 
Private businesses were liquidated. His father became a manager in a cooperative. 
 
He describes the entrance of Germans in July 1941, Russians running away, Ukrainians and even 
some Jews meeting the Germans with flowers. 
He mentions the opening of three prisons, seeing headless corpses, and a priest on a cross.  
He describes a very difficult economic situation. Jews had to wear a band with a star of David 
and were not allowed to walk on the sidewalk. 
There was wide bribing and bartering for food and cloth, going to villages and paying for food 
with Jewelry. His father was a member of the Armia Krajowa (Home Army).  
 
He mentions the camp on Janowska street and Piaski where in 1942 he saw a group of naked 
people being pushed to their graves and killed, accompanied by the jeering of their Polish 
neighbors. The killings were done by Wehrmacht, not Gestapo. he is vehement about it. 
describes how some Jews denounced other Jews.  
He mentions a Jewish looking male, his relative, who was apprehended but released after 
finding that he was not circumcised.  
 
He talks about going to school under the Germans, but only until 4th grade because the 
Germans only needed people to be able to read and write. 
In 1942 the school building was turned into a hospital. he studied in other buildings only 3 
times a week, other days he was busy with trading for food. He witnessed gallows and people 
hanged in revenge for killing a German soldier. 
 
In early1944 his father's membership in home army was exposed and Zbigniew and his family 
went to hide at Kruczkowo, the village were their family lived. 
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The Russians entered Lviv in July 1944. liberating Russians robbed the population and raped 
women. 
 
In September 1945, his family moved to Gliwice, Poland, and he describes in detail the 
horrifying ride on the train.  
There he finished elementary school and stayed until 1957, after which he moved to Wroclaw. 
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