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Summary 
 
Stanislaw Kot was born January 31, 1926 in Lwow, Poland (now Lviv, Ukraine) 
Father was a craftsman, mother a housewife. Twin sister passed away.  
Lived in Lwow for 5 years in 1 room that was also a kitchen and bedroom. Later moved to a 
bigger place.  
Father was arrested by the Russians, when Stanislaw was 14 years old, and accused of being a 
counter revolutionary for belonging to a Polish organization and then shot by the Russians 
when the Germans came in July 1941.  
He went to a very patriotic school named after Polish writer Sienkiewicz and spent 7 years there 
There were only two Jews in his class. The Jews were not liked. He belonged to a band of young 
teenagers who were breaking the front glass in the Jewish stores, but admits that Jews gave 
credit to his mother, whereas the Poles would not do so. 
He remembers German and Ukrainian neighbors. There was no mention of Jews in church.  
 
In September of 1939 there was a flood of Jews coming from the West, especially from Krakow. 
They were put up by the local Jewish families and the wealthier ones were deported by the 
Russians. He never went to a synagogue. Describes Russian soldiers as stupid and primitive. 
When the Germans came in July 1941 they and their Ukrainian helpers started forcing Jews to 
perform the most menial jobs like getting rid of garbage and rubble. 
He mentions Jews taken to Janowska Street and shot. At that time he was incarcerated in a 
penal camp.  
He describes barracks at Janowska Street. Four-level bunks design for 100 people but filled by 
about 300 Jews in one barrack. The Ukrainians were guards and there was a special barrack for 
Jews. He states that the Germans were ruthless towards the Jews.  
 
The Polish Home Army liberated him from the penal camp and supplied him guns and 
ammunition. He became a partisan. After the end of the war in Lwow in October 1944, he was 
recruited to the Polish Army. 
His mother and sister were forced to go to Poland to make room for the Russians coming back 
from the front. 
He was promoted to officer and sent to Jelenia Gora.  
He visited Lvov twice but it was not the same. 
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