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Summary 

Nee Isaac Greenkraut. Born in Poland, 25 kms from the German border. Family was 
orthodox, self employed in tailoring business. Four brothers and two sisters. Spoke Yiddish 
at home. Learnt Polish from the age of 6. Jewish people were 10-12000 among a population 
of 30,000. Many rich Jews in the city. Anti-Semitism was there and increasing. Threats of 
violence and discrimination existed. Family lived in an area of non-Jewish majority. With 
growing Semitism family moved to a predominantly Jewish area which was safer for them. 
Before Hitler came to power, there were no attacks on synagogue. Start of boycotting, 
beating Jews. Danger of the war was evident even before it started. Family started leaving. 
But since it was Sabbath his father did not allow them to pack before sundown. They 
decided to go to his father’s hometown Pelisa. Walked all night. Reached in the morning. 
Father and Isaac went to the local cemetery to pray. On the way back they came across 
somebody who told them the Germans had invaded their village. Isaac was 17 years old 
then. His father gave him some money and asked him to leave. He left. Eventually captured 
by the Germans and given manual work. Given the work to dig graves to bury Polish 
soldiers. Was released and sent back. Went back home to find everyone safe. Was returning 
home with bread when two Polish boys jumped on him, a fight. Two German police beat 
them up. His father was beaten up in the synagogue and his beard was cut off by the 
attackers. They went to another town (Levauve.) Isaac’s eldest brother was in another city. 
There was no news of him after the war. Isaach and another brother caught train to Lasco. 
There they were caught by the police, jailed for a week and then let free. Reached Levauve. 
Safer to stay. People were travelling to bring back their families. Isaac’s brother went back 
to bring the parents. Russians forcing people to move to Russia. He decided to go to Russia. 
Travelled in train for two weeks to reach Siberia. He was then sent to Afghanistan border. 
They were building a Polish army to fight the Nazis. Isaac signed voluntarily. But since he 
had no identification proof and was Jew he was not allowed to go. He had to stay there. 
Worked for the Soviets even after a year the war ended, in 1946. He sent letters home, 
never got response. He did not know of the Holocaust. Russian media mentioned 
concentration camps, but not what it meant. After some paperwork reached Poland. He 
came to know that no one was alive. Almost all structures were burnt. A cousin had survived 
who told Isaac what had happened. Isaac’s younger brother was bitten and eaten by 
German dogs. The next morning Isaac left. He could not bear to stay there. He went to a DP 
camp in Germany. From there he wanted to go to Israel. He did not qualify. So he decided to 
go illegally. He went to Austria, then Italy. Went on a boat. When the boat reached they 
were caught by the British. The British took away their belonging, put them on a boat and 
sent them to Cypress. He spent a year there in a camp from where he tried escaping many 
times. Met his future wife and got married. Emigrated to the USA with his wife. Moved to 
Detroit. Then to Los Angeles. He studied electronic designing. Worked in Aeronautics. 
Retired at the time of interview.  
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