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Martha Posalsky (née Katz), born in Frankfurt-am-Main, Germany, on January 14, 1916, explains that she 
was the youngest daughter; describes her family as being orthodox and well-to do; explains she 
attended the Samson Raphael Hirsch Gymnasium and that she had violin lessons while her sister had 
piano lessons; describes belonging to a Jewish sports club where she did running and swimming; 
explains that her father had been a prisoner-of-war of the Americans in World War I and that he was a 
cantor of the Jewish synagogue; explains that he became a commissioner of cattle. 
Martha explains that after graduating from Gymnasium her mother sent her to attend a public school to 
experience being with non-Jews; says there were five Jewish girls in the class; describes the teacher 
making the five sit at the back and forbidding them from fraternizing with the other children, calling 
them the enemy of the country. 
Martha describes that her father attended court trials in his free time; that he had witnessed a non-
Jewish prosecutor slap a Jewish lawyer before a judge; that he was later subpoenaed to attest that this 
had happened and then had leave the country afterwards in 1932 because of threats of retribution by 
some local Nazis. 
She explains that she left for France on June 17, 1933 intending to look for her father; says that she was 
assisted by a Committee in France that took care of refugees but which would also be infiltrated by the 
Fifth Column; tells how she got a position as a mother’s helper with an orthodox rabbi’s family in 
Obernai in Alsace where she tutored the daughters in Hebrew. 
She explains that the Committee found her father in the region of Metz; tells that her youngest brother 
and mother also made it to France; explains that they were made to move to the south of France where 
they leased a farm with no water or electricity; explains that she twice had the opportunity to leave for 
Israel but, on both occasions, gave her affidavit to people whose papers had already expired; explains 
that in 1940 all Germans in France were interred so was unable to use her third affidavit. 
Martha explains that she met her husband in Toulouse and they were married by a Polish rabbi; says 
that they first had to be married in a civil ceremony by the mayor of the village; explains that they lived 
in a house in a cul-de-sac that had two entrances, each in a different street; explains that they used the 
house to assist the Resistance and that they helped a family by the name of Rappaport; describes fleeing 
to Spain while she was pregnant once the Gestapo discovered their activities.  
She describes living with a Dutch family in Barcelona; having her second baby delivered too late because 
there was no doctor; describes that the baby was born brain-damaged; explains that they lived in Spain 
for 2 years and that the baby was baptized twice. 
Martha explains that the Spanish frontier was opened for 2 weeks after the end of the war; describes 
that they took the train to Malfi and then went on to America; describes how her sister had married a 
non-Jew and was hidden in a convent in Italy during the war; describes how her brother had a business 
in Karlsruhe and had met the film producer Carl Laender. 
Martha tells that her aunts and uncles perished in the camps; explains that they were transported to 
Auschwitz from a camp across the river in Frankfurt-am-Maine; tells that she had cousins who escaped 
to Colombia and South Africa; tells that her husband’s whole family was destroyed in Poland in a camp 
near Lodz. 
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