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Summary 
 
Katalin Rubin, born February 14, 1930 in Hajdúhadház, Hungary, describes her fond childhood 
memories in a large Jewish community as one of five children brought up in an Orthodox home 
with many family traditions and holiday times together; life beginning to change in 1938 for the 
Jews in the town and then forced to wear a Jewish Star as the Germans came in 1944; her 
father being sent several times to forced labor camps, Katalin and the rest of the family taken 
first to the town ghetto and then deported after four weeks by train to a brick factory in 
Debrecen; traveling by cattle car originally to Auschwitz, but ending up in Strasshof in Austria in 
June 1944; selected along with her mother and siblings to travel by train to work on a farm in 
Grafenegg, Austria; her entire family together and still not knowing the fate of her father; the 
hardship of harvesting, picking sugar beets and getting frostbite; how they were able to work 
indoors some days at a large 200 room castle which was owned originally by a Duke, but now 
taken over by the Germans; being told in 1945 they were leaving to go back to Straushoff and 
then being taken to Theresienstadt, Czechoslovakia which was used as a “model” ghetto/camp; 
being liberated in 1945 by the Russians, but having to wait 3-4 weeks for a transport back 
home; her entire immediate family surviving; being reunited with her father who had been back 
home since 1944 with no knowledge of whether the family survived; finding out most of their 
relatives (including her mother’s 5 siblings) had perished; getting married in 1946 and coming 
to the United States with her husband and younger brother, settling in Lakewood, California 
and having two children.  
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