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Summary 
 
Marianne Dazzo was born in 1935 in Amsterdam, Netherlands. She discusses her happy 
childhood growing up with her large extended family and playing with her sisters and cousins; 
remembering the raids when she was 7 and her father and other family members taken in 1943 
to work camps; being taken with her mom and sister by truck to the Schouwberg, a Jewish 
theater, and then being taken across the street to the crèche where the younger children were 
held; getting scarlet fever and escaping from the hospital and walking back to her grandparents 
home; arriving by train to Limburg in the southern Netherlands when she was 8 years old; 
speaking how she, her mom & sister went into hiding and being placed in a total of 8 different 
homes to survive; learning to be Catholic and not “Jewish” ; remembering each place with a 
different story and how lonely it was in some homes that did not have children; being liberated 
after the 8th house and reuniting with her father, sister and aunt & uncle who were close by; 
describing how after the war they all went back to Amsterdam and going back to school 
pretending that nothing had happened; all four of her immediate family immigrating to the US 
in 1949; recalling her parents never recovering after the war and her mother’s subsequent 
nervous breakdown and her father committing suicide; meeting her husband who is Italian at a 
dance in Brooklyn, NY and becoming a teacher as her profession; being contacted regarding a 
reunion for Dutch children saved during the war and attending a conference in NY which helped 
her greatly to connect with others who understood; dealing later in life with feelings of 
abandonment and how therapy and these support groups are instrumental and make her feel 
fortunate while still dealing with the anger and grief; being fortunate to have settled in 
California with her husband and children. 
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