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Summary 
 
Rita (Fliser) Kaaren was born on June 15, 1925 in Lwow, Poland (now L’viv, Ukraine). Before the 
Holocaust she and her family lived in a very nice part of town. Her father (Nathan) was a 
director of a steel company and she had a younger brother (Adolph). Her mother (Maria) was a 
stay at home mom and they were a close-knit family. In 1939 the war begun and the Russians 
invaded Poland. They stayed until the war was declared between Russia and Germany in 1941. 
At that point, Lvov and large portions of Poland was occupied by the Germans. Right away the 
German authorities were looking to see where Jews lived, in order to isolate them from the 
population. The Gestapo took Rita’s mother and ordered her to clean for the German Luftwaffe. 
They kicked Rita’s family out of their flat and made them stay in a small cramped room. After 
some time, Rita’s father Nathan began noticing that many people were disappearing from 
town, therefore he decided that they should try and hide. They hid with another family in a tiny 
dark space for about 2-3 months. The polish gentleman who was helping them hide, claimed 
that it was too risky to continue hiding two entire families, so they came up with a plan to 
present false papers to the authorities in order to get out of Poland and maybe reach a safer 
country. Unfortunately, they were caught, arrested, separated, and were sent to the ghetto. 
Rita was stuck in a refinery, her father’s whereabouts were unknown, and her mother and 
brother were stuck in another refinery. In 1942, Rita stayed with a lady in her house. She 
worked in a movie house for a couple months and then was sent to work in a work camp for 6 
months. The Russians came in the ghetto when the war had ended in 1945, they arrested Rita 
and held her in interrogation for 3 days. After interrogations, they let her go with a lady who 
vouched for her. She found a job as a secretary in a small place. She then learned how apparent 
anti-Semitism was in Russia, and went to look for her mother and brother in the town they 
were separated in. She only was able to find her uncle who told her that her mother, father, 
and little brother were all murdered during the war. Knowing this, Rita had nothing left in 
Poland so she attempted to get a Visa to the United States. During this time, she met her 
husband, they got married 1947 and she found out she was pregnant. Rita desperately wanted 
to leave Poland, so in June of 1950, they left for Israel. They stayed in the camp until they found 
a little apartment where her husband worked. They lived there for 7 years, but then her 
husband’s sister who lived in the Unites States, sent them papers to move. They arrived in the 
U.S in 1957, first in New York and then they moved to California. Both her and her husband 
worked and attended school in the night. Her husband worked as a tailor and Rita worked in 
textiles. For about 30 years, Rita never spoke about her experience surviving the Holocaust. 
Now she lives in Orange County, CA, with her husband, her grandson she takes care of, and her 
friends. Her oldest son lives in CA and her youngest son lives in Israel. She is very happy to be 
alive and she ends by saying that material things do not mean anything; family, friends, and 
health are all that matter.  
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