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Summary 
 
Gene Selig was born on March 28, 1930 in Frankfurt, Germany. Gene was from a middle-class 
family, his father worked and his mother was a homemaker. In 1936, things started becoming 
scary and Gene found out that people were discriminating against him because he was Jewish. 
German Jews were referred to 3 day a year Jews because they rarely practiced the religion like 
other orthodox Jews. In 1939, the day after Kristallnacht, the principal of his elementary school 
sent Gene and all the other Jewish students’ home. New laws were constantly implemented in 
Germany at this time. There were curfews, Jews were no longer permitted to shop in certain 
stores, no longer able to go to work, etc. Later that month, the Selig family heard loud banging 
on the door and to their surprise, it was the Gestapo.  The Gestapo police ordered them to get 
out of their house and to bring only the clothes on their back. They took them to the city jail for 
one week for investigation. Gene and his mother were released and a month later, his father 
came home. September 1939, the war had begun between Germany and England, which in turn 
caused constant chaos and havoc. Planes flew across the sky, sounds of bombs, and sirens 
caused the family to hunker down in their basement. Taking note of all this pandemonium, 
Gene’s father informed the family that the best option available was to leave Germany 
immediately. Because of his middle-class wealth, he was able to deposit money in a New York 
City bank in the U.S. After a long grueling trip they arrived in Seattle Washington America. In 
1947, Gene’s mother and father decided to go back to Germany to file claims on receiving 
restitution. Unable to take Gene, his parents left him in a Jewish orphanage in the U.S with 
other Jewish children who survived the Holocaust. Within 2 years of staying in Germany, his 
father was able to prove his case and the family received restitution. Gene’s feelings toward 
Germany was bitter and he knew he never wanted to move back. He was extremely interested 
in becoming an American citizen, and did research on how to go about doing so. He found out 
that one of the easiest and most direct ways of obtaining his citizenship was to join the U.S 
armed forces. Therefore, he voluntarily joined the U.S Navy. Gene was quite young when he 
was forced to immigrate to America, so he could not quite grasp the entirety of the Holocaust. 
As he became older and aware of what happened, he realized that many of his family members 
perished in the Holocaust. Gene ends by stating that we shall never forgot what has happened 
and that if we do not continue with this rhetoric, it can happen again.  
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