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Ildiko Good (née Ildiko Esther Reti) born in February 1939 in Debrecen, Hungary, tells that she is 
a child survivor of the Holocaust; explains that her parents married in March 1938; tells that her 
father was born in 1905; explains that he had wanted to study medicine but that there were 
strict quotas for Jews in Hungary in the 1930s so he studied law instead; tells that her father 
was also a good athlete. 
Ildiko explains that the Hungarian intellectuals in the outlying towns like Debrecen were 
rounded up from 1942 and that her father was one of them; explains that her father was an 
early victim of the Holocaust and died at the age of 37. 
Ildiko explains that her paternal grandmother, her aunt (father’s sister) and her mother all lived 
in the same apartment complex; she says that her mother’s family lived in another town called 
Nyiregyháza, which is where her mother originally came from; she describes how in April 1944, 
all Jews had to wear the yellow star; she describes that the Jews were forced to move from 
their apartments into a 5-block ghetto in the city, and later into a smaller 2-block ghetto. 
Ildiko describes how their train, that was destined for Auschwitz, was diverted to Strasshof, 
close to Vienna; tells how she and her mother, Jolan Reti were taken to a camp which was a 
model camp that was used to show to dignitaries from overseas as a public relations exercise. 
She explains how in May 1945, while in Strasshof, they were freed by the Russians and directed 
to go towards Bratislava in Czechoslovakia by road; she tells how, after arriving in 
Czechoslovakia, they were sent back to Hungary by train. 
Ildiko explains that when they returned to Budapest in 1944 they discovered that their 
grandparents and relatives had been placed in a Swiss or Norwegian sanatorium for protection; 
she indicates on a screen the names of her father (Dr. Reti Lăszlo) and other relatives (Reiner 
Běni, Roth Maria, Reiner Lăszlo, Reiner Hermanne and Emilovits Katalin). 
Ildiko explains that they moved to Budapest in 1951 after living in Debrecen for a couple of 
years; she tells that she went to school there and that the Communist regime came into power; 
she explains that prospects were not good for her because she was a good student, and the 
communists wanted to favor the students of farmers and workers, not the intelligentsia.   
Ildiko explains that one cousin had been taken to Bergen-Belsen and had never wanted to talk 
about his experiences when he came back; she tells of another cousin, Leslie Reiner, who was 
taken away and died. 
Ildiko explains that they left Hungary in 1956 during the revolution and walked for 3 nights in 
December to Vienna in Austria; they lived there for a whole year could not get a US visa 
because of quotas. Eventually she came to the US to New York at the age of 18. She tells that 
she got into Hunter College in the Bronx at the age of 18 and did pre-engineering. Then she 
went to City University and became an electrical engineer in 1962; she describes working at 
night at Bloomingdale’s and at an insurance company and that her mother worked as a dress-
maker in the Garment District; she explains that she went to work at Western Union as an 
electrical engineer. 
She describes going back to visit Vienna and Tel Aviv in 1973. She married her husband in 1974 
and moved to California in 1975 with her mother. They got divorced in 1983. 
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