
LEO KORN 
RG-50.493.0044 
Summary 
 
Leo Korn, an American GI, was in the U.S. Army between 1941 and 1945. Most of interview 
focused on 1945. He was a tank commander, and the only Jew in the unit. He fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge and in Ruhr, Germany. He was wounded, hospitalized, but returned to his 
unit. The people he encountered in German towns waived white flags; one farmer thought 
Americans were there to fight the Russians. He was in Sudetenland at the end of the war. He sw 
Dutch, Polish, Russian prisoners from mines; they were very gaunt with ribs sticking out. He 
knew "absolutely nothing" about the camps. Korn and his family never talked about the 
situation of Jews before he went to the army nor while in Europe. He describes having a 
memory of an officer in early 1945 mentioning that they were near Dachau but that meant 
nothing to Korn. Discusses his experiences in the war in 1945. One of his comrades in arms 
brought up the possibility of taking a "trip" to Dachau and agreeing to the idea. He and about 
25 other soldiers were shown around the camp. They saw dogs, nooses, gas chambers, and 
kids’ clothes. He was shocked but said and asked nothing. His fellow non-Jewish soldiers 
seemed more disturbed. Korn thinks maybe his seeing miners and a U.S. soldier who was taken 
on forced march muted his reactions to Dachau. He never talked about what he saw with fellow 
soldiers or with family at home, even after he returned. His visit to Dachau seems to have had 
little influence on his behavior as a Jew since he strongly identified before war and after. When 
he returned to the U.S. he moved his family from Cleveland to San Pedro and ran a hardware 
store. He does think that children should learn about Holocaust to refute deniers. 
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